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DEBATES IN PARLIAMENT 


HOUSE or COMMONS 

December 8 1741 
l)CB<TC OM THE ADBRESS 

3//r Commons who atlaided tn th^ Ifottse of LoriU having heard hiS 
Majesltj s Speech to both Houses relumed to their own House where 
ticopy of tt being this day read to them by the Speaker Mr H A 
Herbert ntoicd for an Address m words to this eject 

SlU To nddresa the throne on the present occasion is a custom 
which as it IS f Jimded on reason and ikccocj has aln-ays been oh 
served by th" Commons of Britain nor do I suspect this Hou e of 
any intention to omit those forms of respect to Ins Mijcstyj -which 
our ancestors alwnjs preserved even under princes whose conduct 
and designs gaie them no claim to leverence or gratitude 
To continue therefore Sir a practice which the nature of govern 
ment itself makes neccssai-y and which c-mnot but be acl nowledged 
to beinapeculiardegree proper undci apnneewho e personal virtues 
are so generally known I hope for the indulgence of thvs House m 
the liberty which I shall take of proposing an address to this cFect 
That we should beg Icaie to congratulate lus Majestj upon his 
safe and happy return to these lus kingdoms and to return oiu 
sincere tlianks for lus most gracious speech fiom the throne and 
assure him at the same time that with hearts full of dutj and gia 
tUude we cannot but acknowledge his Majesty s regaid and atten 
lion to the honour ami intert t of this nation 
To obsei^t that the gieat and impending dangers that threaten 
Europe under the present ciiticaland perplexed situation of affairs 
lute been repie ented bv lus Ma|C tv to Iiia Parliament for their 
^ on II B 
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advice and assistance, vmUi siudi palcinal concern, and *'Vicl\ aficc- 
tion to Ins people, such confidtme in his futhfu! Coinnion*^, 
and such anvicly for the {general good of Luioiic, .ts cvnnol f.ul ta 
e\citc m us a due sense of his Majesty s goodness .ind conde’scen*’ion j 
and thcicfoic to assure his Majcstj, in the st longest niannei, that 
this House mil, Ob often as these nionientniis afl.ui's sh.di come undt r 
our consideration, gi'C his Majesty tueh advitc .e, hccoines dutiful 
and laithful subjects, and such .essistancc and -juppoii, .is shill be 
most conducive to Uic honour and true intciest of his cioun and 
kingdoms 

That nc thank his Majesty foi his lojal rate m prosecuting the 
war mth Spain , and that in oulci to answci these ncccss'irj pur- 
poses, we will grant such effectual supplier;, .es shall enable his M.i- 
jesty, -not only to be in a rcadino-a to support hn friends and allies, 
at such tunes and in such inannci as the cMgcncj ind citcinn- 
stances of affairs shall icquirc, but to oppose and defeat nnj at- 
tempts that sliall be made against liis Majcsf j, his croun and King- 
doms, or against those, uho being ccjually engaged mth his Ma- 
jesty, by the faith of ticatics, oi umtid In common mtcicst and 
common dangci, shall be willing to conceit such mca'uas, as <h*\ll 
he fbund necessary and expedient foi maintaining the balance of 
Euiope 

This address, which m inj opinion mil contain both a propei 
answev to lus Majesty’s speech, and u decent declaration of om gr'- 
titude and duty, mil not I hope be oppobcd Foi suicly it cannot 
he chaiged with asserting any thing that is eithei false oi mean, 
with bestowing any unncccssaiy pancgx'iicK, oi with maintaining 
any fact that is not generally allowed. 

Mr Tr'evoh seconded him in the manner following — Sir, as 
the necessity of an address to his Majesty cannot be disputed, the 
only question on this occasion must be, M'hethei the addicss now 
proposed he such as it may become this House to oiler m the pi c- 
sent conjuncture of affeus 

In an address. Sir, it is ncccssaij to presen c at once the respect 
due to our Sovereign, and the dignity which mayjustlj be assumed 
by the lepiesentatues of the people of Britain, a people whose biith- 
giies them a claim to approach their Sovoieign, not indeed 
without theoitmost lespect, but with language, which absolute 
monaichs never hear from the slaves by whom they arc surioundcd. 
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This respect and dignity appear to me to be very happdy united 
in the address now proposed in which we join with our professions 
of duty our offers of advice and assert our claim to the direction 
of the national expences by our promise to grant the necessary 
•supplies 

/Vs there cannot therefore in my opinion Sir be any thing added 
to the addre s now offered and there appears to me no necessity of 
any alteration or omission I second the motion 

Lord NoEt Somerset spoke next to this effect —Sir though 
I am far from intending to repress by sophistical cavils oi triHing 
objections the zeal which the honourable genti mm who proposed 
the address has shown for promoting the pubhek business yet as 
it 13 very inconsistent with the duty of a senator to prefer civility 
to truth and to sacrifice to ceremony or complai ance the interest 
of his countrji I think it necessary to declare my opinion that 
though the address proposed may admit of many amendments^ 
which I leave to other gentlemen to make 1 think the addition of 
one clause absolutely necessary , that his Majesty may be desired not 
to engage this nation in a wai fot the preservation of his foreign do* 
mmions dominions which as tJieyare In themsehes independent oi^ 
the crown of Bntam and governed by different laws and a different 
right have been separated by an express ebuse from these kingdoms 
m the act to which his Majesty owes his title to the throne 
This request Sir is at this time particularly expedient when the 
continent is in confusion and the tcmtories of Hanoi er are en 
dangered by the approach of the French forces Besides as nothmg 
13 more fatal tlian groundless expectations of assistance jt may Con 
tribute to the safety of that people to show them that they are to 
depend upon their own strength to call Uieir forces together to 
fortify their towns and guard their avenues and that if tliey sit 
indolent and careless in confidence that the power of Britain will 
be employed m their defence they will only give their enemies an 
easy conquest and enslave themselves and their posteritv to a 
foreign power I move therefore That his Majesty be petitioned 
in our address not to engage these kingdoms in a war for the pre 
servalion of his foicign dominions 

Mr SiiiPPEV TO e and spoke thus —Sir I know not with what 
success I may q ~ ert in this senate positions for winch 1 have for 
merly been ccnsiucd and which few other memb rs have hitherto 

B2 
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maintained, but 1 rise \Mtb confidence t1i»t I '•ball be at Ica-^t ac- 
knowledged to act consistently with in\-clf in <^eennding tlu nobl*' 
person who spoke List, and I am corn meed, that in m) of thirr 
who diffei from me m opinion, would gladiv be able to boa«t of u - 
sembling me m congiiuty of ]»rinciple=5, and eteadme<^s of ronduct 
But steadiness, Sii, is the cflcet on1\ of intfirnt), and emitmiitt 
the consccpienfc of conuction he tliat ‘■[)eik> alwais nhit h** 
thinks, and cndca\oui-i by diligent (nf[uuy to think atiirhf lufoir 
be ^cntulcs to dcclaie his sentiinentH , he tint follow^ in hi* 
seuches, no Icadci but icason, noi cvpects am icuaid fiom them 
but the .idiantaoc of discon nog tiiifli, and tin plr uiiie of roin* 
municating it, will not cwilj thaiigc his opinion, i)(< une it will 
seldom be easy to show that he who has hone-ill} ciupnrLti nftd 
tiuth, li'is failed to attain it 

Foi my put, 1 am not ashamed nor afmd to afilnn, that thiili 
veais haic made no change in an\ of my political opinioiiN, I am 
now giown old m tins House, but tliat cvjiencnce whuli i- the 
consequence of age, has only confiimcd the pnnciples with which 1 
cntcied it many years .igo, time lias aerified the ])Hdiction-. which 
I foimeily uttered, and I haic seen mv conjccluies iipcned into 
knowledge 

I should be tbcicfoic wit bout cvcusc if cither tcrroi could afiright, 

01 the hope ot .idiantage alluie me fiom the dec! irition of im ojis- 
nions, opinions which I w.is not detened ftoni a^iscitmg, wla ii tlu 
piospect ot a longCi life than I can now' c\pect might liaie added 
to the temptations of ambition, oi aggiaiatcd the tci lot's ol pnieil) 
and disgrace, opinions for which I would w’llhngl} haae suffeitd 
the severest censuies, eicn when 1 liad Cijioused them onlv’ in coni- 
pbance with leason, without tlic infallible certamt} of e\perience 

Of tiTith it has been always obseived, bn, that c\ery da\ adds to 
its establishment, and that falshoods, hoiveici specious, howeici 
suppoited by pow'Ci, oi established by confederacies, aie unable to 
stand betoie tbestioke of time Against the incomeniences and 
vexations of long life, may be set (he pleasuic of disco; ci mg truth, 
peihaps'the only pleasure that age aflmds Noi is it a slight satis- * 
faction to a man not utteily infatuated oi dcpiaved, to find oppor- 
tunities of iectif}ing his notions, mid icgiilating his conduct by 
new lights 

But much gi eater is the happiness of that man to whom evci-y 



A 1741 


IHC ADDRESS 


5 


day bnngs a new proof of the rea onabicne s of his form r deter^ 
minations and nho finds bj the most unerring test that his life 
has been spent m promotion of doctrines beneficial to manhm 1 
This Sir IS the happiness which I now enjov and for which those 
who never shall attain it must look for an equivalent in lucratno 
cmplojments honorary titles pompou equipages and splendid 
palaces 

These ^ir are the advantages which are to be gamed bj a sea 
wOnablc a-anation of principles and by a ready compliance with the 
prevailing fashion of opinions advantages which I indeed cannot 
envy when they are purcha cd at so high a price but of which age 
and observation lias too frequently shown me the unbounded m 
fltiencc and to which I cannot deny that 1 have ahvavs nsenbed 
the instability of conduct and inconsistency of vsertions which 1 
have discovered m many men whose abilities I have no reason to 
depreciate and of whom I cannot but believe thev would easily 
distinguish truth were nut fal hood recommended to them by the 
ornaments of vvcalUi 

If there arc m this new senate any men devoted to their private 
Interest any who prefer the gratification of tbcir pwions to the 
safety and happiness of tlicir countiy who can not without remorse 
in the pluridci qf thcir con titucnts who can forget the anguish of 
guilt in the noise of a fca t the ]>omp of a drawing room or the 
aims of a strumpet and thmK expensive vvichcdne^s and the gate 
ties of follv equivalent to the fair fame of fidelity and the peace of 
airtuc to them I shall speak to no purpose foi 1 am far fron^ 
imagimngany power m my language to gam thnsu to truth who 
have resigned tiieir hearts to avance or ambition or to prevail 
upon men to change opinions which they have indeed never he 
heved though they are hired to assert them There is a degree of 
wickedness which reproof or argument cannot reclaim, os tlicre is 
a degree of stupidity which instruction cannot enlighten 

If my countn Sir has been so iinfortumtc as once mqre to 
commit her interest to tho e who projiose to themselves no advan 
toge from their trust but that of selliDg it I may perhaps fill 
once more under cen uie for declaring my opinion ard be onct 
more treated as a criminal for asseiting what they who punish me 
cannot deny for maintaining the inconsistency of Hanover maxims 
With the happiness of this nation and for prcsciviOj, the caution 
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which was so strongly inculcated by the patnots that diew up the 
Act of Settlement, hnd gave the present Impeiial Family their title 
to the thione 

These men, Sii, whose wisdom cannot be disputed, and whose 
geal foi his Majesty’s family was equal to their knowledge, thought 
it requisite to piovide some security against the prejudices of biith 
and education They were far from imagining, that they were 
calling to the thione a lace of beings exalted above the fiailties of 
humanity, oi exempted by any peculiar privileges from error or 
from Ignorance 

They knew that every man was habitually, if not naturally, fond 
of his own nation, and that he was inclined to enrich it and defend - 
it at the expence of another, even, peihaps, of that to which he is 
indebted for much higher degrees of gi eatness, wealth and powei j 
for evei'y thing wliicn makes one state of life preferable to another , 
and which theiefoie, if reason could prevail over prejudice, and 
every action were regulated by strict justice, might claim more re- 
gard than that comer of the earth in which he only happened to 
be born 

They knew. Sir, that confidence was not always returned, that 
we most willingly trust those whom we have longest known, and 
caress those with most fondness, whose inclinations we find by ex- 
penence to conespond with oui own, without regard to particular 
circumstances which may entitle others to greater legaid, or highei 
degrees of credit, or of kindness 

Against these piejudices which then sagacity enabled them to 
foresee, their integiity incited them to seeme us, by pronsions 
which every man then thought equitable and wise, because no man 
was then hired to espouse a contrary opinion 

To obviate the disposition which a foreign race of pnnees might 
have to trust their oiigmal subjects, it was enacted that none of 
them should be capable of any place of trust oi profit in these lung- 
doms And to hinder our monarchs from transfeiiing the revenues 
of Britain to Hanover, and eni idling it with the commerce of our 
tinders, and the labours of our husbandmen ; from laismg taxes to 
augment the splendoui of a petty couit, and enci easing the gain- 
sons of then mountains by misapplying that money which this na- 
tion should raise foi its own defence, it was provided that the Em- 
peror of Britain should never return to his native dominions, but 
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TCside ahvij ‘3 Inthis Icingdom %Mthout any other care than that of 
igaining the affections of Ins British subjects presemng then' 
Tights and increasing their power 

It u’as imagined by that cnate tliat the Electorate of Hanover a 
subordinate dignity held by custom of homage to a greater pouer 
ought to be thought below the regard of the Emperor of Bntain 
and that tlie sovereign of a nation like this ought to remember a 
lower state only to heighten his gratitude to the people by whom be 
■was exalted They were far from imagmiog tliat Britain and 
Hanover would in tune be considered as of equal importance and 
that their 80vercig,n would divide Im years between one country 
and the other and please himself with exhibiting m Hanover the 
annual show of the pomp and dignity of a British emjieror 
This clause Sir however a later senate readily repealed upon 
what motives I am not able to declare having never beard tlieargu 
roents which prevailed upon theirprcdeccssors to enact it confuted 
or invalidated , nor have I found that the event has produced any 
justification of their conduct or tliat the nation has received any 
remarkable advantage from tlie travels of our emperors 
There is another clause vn Uvat important act which yet the se- 
nate has not adventured to repeal by which It IS provided thatthis 
nation shall not be engaged in war for the defence of the Hanove 
nan dominions dominions of which we can have no inlcrc*t in the 
protection or preservation dominions perhaps ol no great value 
into whatever hands chance and negligence may throw them which 
their situation lias made entirely useless to a naval power but 
which though they cannot benefit may injure us by diverting the 
attention of ourSovereign orwithlioldioghi affections 

Wliether this clause Sir has not sometimes been eluded whe 
thcr the sue thousand Hessians which vve supported were of use to 
any of the British dominions and whether U double number of the 
same nation now paid with our money for the defence of thcQueen 
of Hungary have not been stationed only where they might defend 
Hanover without the least advantage to our confederates whether 
the nation has not been condemned to double expcnccs in the sup 
port of tins all nee by raising for the jQueen s service troops which 
were only employed in the protection of Hanover and then m sue 
conring her with pccuniarj supplies it is perhaps at present unne 
cessary though I hope not yet too late to enquire 
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It IS at present unnecessary, because tlic clause winch is proposed 
cannot be denied to be equally piopci, whether the act of settle- 
ment has been Iiithei to obsened oi nolated , loi the nolatiOn of it 
ought to engage us in some measures that may secure us for the 
futuie fiom the like mjui*}' , and the obsenntion of it is a manifest 
pi oof how much it is appio\cd by all paities, since in *=0 many dc- 
■viations fiom this settlement, and an inconstancy of conduct of 
which an example is scaicely to be found, tins law has been 
esteemed sacred, the bulwaik of oui rights, and the boundary 
which the soieieign pow'cr has not dared to oierlc.ip 

As his Majesty, Sir, has in a iciy solemn manner called upon us 
ior our advice and assistance, what can be more pioper Uian to lav 
befoie him oui opinion on this impoil mt cpicstion ' Wai is next to 
slavery one of the greatest calamities, and an unncfcssaij wai there- 
fore the greatest ciior of government, an eiroi which cannot lie 
too cautiously obviated, oi too speedily lefoimcd 

If we consider, Sir, the piescnt state of the continent, theic is 
nothing more piobablc than that the subjects of the EIcc^oi of Ilan- 
ovei may solicit the assistance of the Emjicior of Bi it un, and thoiv- 
fore it is necessaiy to infoim them, that tlieii solicitations v ill 
be vain. If w'c enquire into the suspicions of our fellow -subject*, 
we shall find them generally disturbed with fears that thev shall 
be sacuficed to the security of foicign dominions, and therefore it 
is necessary to recall then afieclion to his Mijestv whcie it is im- 
paired, and confirm their confidence vvheieit has been hilbci topic- 
served, by showing m the most publick manner, how vainly they 
have been disquieted, and how grossly they have been mistaken 
It IS ceitamlj om duty. Sir, to gwe such advice asmiy most 
truly inform his Majesty ot the sentiments of his people, and most 
effectually establish m the people an adherence to his Majesty , as 
it is certain that no advice will be seconded by gi eater numbere than 
that which is pioposed, nor can his Majesty by any act of goodness 
so much endear his government, as by a ready promise to tins na- 
sion of an exemption fiom any w^ar in defence of Hanover 
I hope. Sir, it will not be objected, that by such lequest a suspi- 
cion will be insinuated of designs detrimental to the Biitish nation, 
and repugnant to the conditions on which Ins Majesty ascended the 
thione, because an objection of equal force may rise against any 
advice whatevei that shall be offeied by the senate 
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It may be alwa} surged Sir that to recommend anj measures 
IS to suppose that they would not hate been suggested to lus JIa 
jestybv^his oyyn wi. dom and bj consequence that he jsdefcctiyc 
either m knowledge or in goodn *5 that he either mistakes or 
neglects the interest of hisjicople 
Thus Sir mav the most laud.ibte conduct be cbarge<l with scdi 
tion and the most aufulTCgard be accused of disrespect by forced 
consequences and exa^emted language, thus may senates become 
useless lest they hould appear to be wiser than their Stnercign 
and the Sovereign be condemned to act onlj h) the information 
of scmic ministers because no public! adticc can safuly given 
him 

That kings mus act upon the information of others tint they 
can see little with their own ejes througli the mist which flattery 
i» continually employed m raising before them and that they irc 
therefore most happy who liaie by the constitution of the country 
vhich they gorem an opportunity of knowing the opinions of 
their people without di gui e has jet never been denied by any 
who do not separate the interest of the King from that of the 
people and leave mankind no political distinction but that of 
tyrants and slaves 

Tins Sir is the happme s of the Lropcitir of Britain bevond 
other monarebs an advantage by winch he may be alwajs enabled 
to contemplate the happy and Oounsliing state of his subjects and 
to receive the blessings and acclamations of million^ that owe to 
Jus care their wealth and their icuntj 
Of this advantage he cannot be deprivcil but by the cowardice or 
the treachery of those men who arc delegated bj the people as the 
guardians of their liberties and surely it requires no uncommon 
penetration to discover that no act of treason can be cqinl in ma 
lignity to that perfidy which deprives the King of the affLCtions 
of his subjects by concealing from him their sentiment and pcti 
tioDS He that makes his monarch liateil must undoubtedly make 
lum unhappy and he that destroys his happiness mi^ht more 
innocently take away lus life 

To exempt mjsclf therefore from such guilt to discharge the 
trust conferred on me by my country and to ptiform the duty 
fvhich 1 owe to my King I tand to second this mutton 

Gybbon poke next to the following purpose ~Sir as it is 
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not easy to remember all the parts of an address by onl> once hear* 
ing it, and hearing it in a form difleient from that in i\hich it is 
to be presented^ 1 think it necessary to a more accui’atc considcm' 
tion of it, that it should be read distinctly to the House We may 
otherwise ivaste oui time in debates, to which only our own forget- 
fulness gives occasion, we may raise objections without reason, 
and propose amendments where thcic is no defect 

[The addiess was accordingly read, and Mr Gmjeon proceeded } 
Having now hcaid the addiess, I find by cxpciiencc the propriety 
of my proposal, having leinarked a clause, which, in nij opinion, is 
necessary to be amended, and which I had not observed when it was 
lepeated befoie. 

It IS well known, that the speeches from (he throne, though 
pronounced by the King, aie always considered as the compositions 
of the ministr}', upon whom any false assertions would be charged, 
as the informers and counsellors of the Crown 

It is well known, hkewisc, that whenever this House returns 
thanks to the King foi any measures that have been jiumucd, those 
measuies are supposed to be appiovcd by them , and that approba- 
tion may be pleaded by the minister in Ins defence, whcncvci he shall 
be requiicd to answei foi the event of his counsels 

It IS therefoie, m my opinion, eatiemelj unreasonable to propose, 
that thanks should beietumed to his Majesty for his royal care in pro- 
secuting the ivar against Spain, foi what has been the consequence 
of that caie, for which oiu thanks aie to be wiUi so much solemnity 
returned, but defeats, disgrace and losses, the ruin of oui mci chants, 
the imprisonment of oui sailois, idle shows of aimamcnts, and use- 
less expences ’ 

What aie the events which are to be recoided m an impaitial ac- 
count of this war , a wai provoked by so long a tram of insults and 
mjunes, and earned on with So appaient an inequality of forces^ 
Have we destroyed the fleets of oui enemies, fired their tow ns, and 
laid their fortresses in niins’ Have we conquered their colonies, 
and plundered their cities, and reduced them to a necessity of 
receding from their unjust claims, and lepaymg tlie plunder of 
our merchants ’ Are their ambassadois now soliciting peace at the 
Court of Bntain, or applying to the neighbouring pimces to mo- 
del ate the resentment of their victorious enemies 
I am afraid that the effects of our preparations, howevei formid- 
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able are very diQerent tliev have only raised discontent among 
our countrymen and contempt among our enemies IV e have 
abomi that ^ve are strong indeed but that our force is made inef 
fectual by our couardicc, that wh n ue threaten most loudly ivc 
perform nothing tint nc draw our swottls but to brandish tlicm 
and only wait an opportunity to shcatli them in such a manner as 
not plainly to confess that we date not strike 

If we consider therefore what effect our thanks for conduct like 
this must naturally produce it yyiH appear tint thev can only en 
courage our enemies and dupint our fcllou ubjects It will bo 
imagined that the Spaniards arc a powerful nation which it was the 
highest degree of temerity to attack. , a nation by whom it is honour 
sufficient not to be oicrcoroe and from whom wc cannot be de 
fended without the most iigilant caution and the roost cvlenswo 
knowledge both of politicks and war 
It readily be pcicciicd by the proud Spaniards that it is only 
necessary to prosecute their iicw^ a little longer to intimidate us 
wiUi new demands and amuse us with new preparations and that 
we who are always satisfied with our success liaJl soon be weary 
of a ivar from which it is plom that wc neier expected my adixm 
tage and therefore shall in a short tunc willingly receive such 
terms as our conquerors will grant us 

It IS always to be remembered how much all human xfiairs depend 
upon opinion how often reputation <upphcs tlie want of real 
power by making tho e afraid who cannot be hurt and by pro 
ducing confidence wliere there is no supenonty The opinion or 
which the senate ought to endeavour the promotion is confidence 
in their steadiness lioncsty andwidom, confidence which will 
not be much advanced by an address of thanks for the conduct of 
the war against Spam 

How justly may it he asked when this address is spread over the 
world what were the views with which the cnatc of Britain pcti 
tioned their Sovereigrt to declare war against Spam • 

If thcir design was as they then asseited to procuie security for 
the commerce of America and reparation for the injuries which 
their ineichants had received by what fluctuation of counsels by 
what prevalence of new opinions have Uity now abandoned it ^ For 
that tliey have no longer the same intentions tliat they now no 
more either propose security or demand lecompence is evident, 
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since, though they have obtaincil ncithci, yc( aic they thankful fui 
the conduct of the uai . 

To what can this apparent instability be impu1ctl,butto the ^^ant 
eithci of wisdom to balance then oun ]K)\vcr with that of their 
enemies, and discern the tiue interest of their country', oi to a 
mean compliance with the clamoui's of the people, to whom they 
duist not icfusc the appearance of a war, though they hid no c\' 
pectation of lionoui oi success ’ 

But in far othei teims, Sii, will the Spaniards spcalc of the ad- 
diess which is now piojiosed “ Behold," oni boasting ene- 
mies, ^‘'tlie spiiit and wisdom of that assembly', wlio'c counsels hold 
the continent in suspcii'-c, and whose determinations change the 
fate of kingdoms, whose \ote transfers so\creignt\, covers the 
ocean With fleets, piesciibes the operation of distant wnis, and fi'CJ 
the balance of the woild Behold them amused with idle jiicpaia- 
tiofts, lev'y mg money foi mockeries ot wai, and ictuimng thanks 
for the pleasuie of the show' Behold them looking with w ondci ful 
tranquillity on the loss of a gicat number of then ships, wbicli liav c 
been seized upon thou ow'n coasts by om pnvatcei'^, and congratu- 
lating themselves and then monaich that any have been picsoned 
How gieat would have been the exultation, and how loud the ap- 
plauses, bad they succeeded in any of then designs , liad they ob- 
structed the depaituic of oui fleets, oi liiiidcied oui dc'^cent upon 
the dominions of the Queen of Ilungaiy , had thev conlmcd oui 
privateeis in oui haibouis, defeated any ot oni tioojis, or ovci-iun 
any of oui colonies ’ In what tcims would they have cxpiessedtheii 
gratitude foi victory, who aie thus thankful toi disappointments and 
disgrace'” 

Such, Sii, must be the remaiks of our enemies upon an addicss 
like that which is now pioposed, lemaiks which we and om allies 
must be condemned to hear, without attempting a icply Foi what 
can be uiged to extenuate the iidiculc of retuimng thanks where 
we ought cithei to expiess lesentraent, offer consolations, and pio- 
pose the means of better success, oi covei oui giiet and shame 
With pel petual silence ^ 

When it shall be told in foieign nations, that the senate of Bn- 
tam had returned thanks for the escape of the Spaniards fiom Fer- 
rol, then uninterrupted expedition to Italy, the embauassment of 

their own trade, the captivity of their sailois, and the destimction 
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nf their troops what can they conclude but that the enateofBn 
tain w a collection of madmen whom madmen have d puted to 
transact the publick affairs > And what must be the influence of 
such a people and such a senate will be easily conceived 
Jf I have given way Sir in the^e observations to any wanton 
hjperbole or exa^^gerated assertions they will I hopej be pardoned 
by tho e who shall icflect upon the leal absuidity of the projxibal 
which I am endeavouring to show in its true state and by all who 
iliall con ider that to return thanks for the management of the 
war 13 to return thanks for the camageofCarthagena for the rum 
of our merchants for the loss of oui reputation and for the exalta 
tion of the fimilj ot Bourbon 

I hope no man will be so unjust or can be so ignorant as to m 
Binualc or believe that I impute any p-rt of our miscarriages to 
the per onal conduct of his Majesty or that I think hi* Mjyestys 
concern for the prosperity of hi people unworthy of the warmest 
and incerest gratitude If the address were conGned to the inspec- 
tion of our Soveieign alone I should be vei^ far from censuring or 
ridiculing it for hia TMajest) has not the eventof wai in his power 
nor can confer upon his ministers or general* that knowledge which 
they have neglected to acquire or that capacity which nature has 
denied them He may perform more than we liaveanght to expect/ 
nndyet bei nsucces ful he may deserve the utmost gratitude even 
when by the misconduct of his servants the nation is di tre sed 

But Sir in drawing up an address wesliouldi’cmemberthatwc 
are declaring our sentiments not only to his Majesty but to all Eu 
tope to our allie our enemies and our posterity that tlus ad 
ditss will be understood hkr .*11 other that thanks offered in this 
manner by custom signifv approbation , and that therefore we 
mu t at present repre * our gratitude becau'>e it can only brmg into 
contempt om Sovereign and ourselves 

Sir Robert ALPOLF spoke next to this effect — Sir lamverr 
far from thinking lliat the war again t Spam has been o unsuc 
ce ful a* omc gentlemen have rcpte>cntetl it that the losses 
which we have suffeted have been more fn.quent than vve had rea 
%on to expect from the situation of our ene nies and the course of 
our trade or our defeat* uch as the common chance of vvar does 
not often produce even when the inct^uahty of the contendiug 
powei 13 incontestable and the ultimate event as near to cer- 
tainty a* the nature of iiuman affairs ever can admit. 
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Nor ain I convinced, Sir, c\cn though it should be alloucd that 
no cxaggeralion had been made of oui miscamagcs, that the impro- 
priety of ah address of thanles to his hlajcsty for his regal care in 
the management of the wai, is gross or flagiant. For if it be al- 
iened that hiS Majesty may be innocent of all the misconduct that 
has pioduccd our defeats, that he may have formed schemes mselj, 
vvhieh vveie unskilfully prosecuted, that cicn salour and know- 
ledge concuuing, will not always obtain success , and that thcic- 
fore some losses may be snfibred, and some defeats rcccncd, though 
not only his Majesty gaic the wisest diicction, but his officers 
cuted them with the utmost diligence and fidcht} , how will it ap- 
peal fiom our ill success, that our Soicieign docs not dcsonc our 
gratitude > And if it sliall appear to us that our th udvs arc merited, 
who shall icslram Ua tiom ofTcimg them in the most pubhek and 
Eolemn manner ’ 

For my part, I think no consideration woithy of regard m com- 
petition. with truth and justice, and thciefoi c shall nci cr forbear any 
cvpiossion of duty to my Soicicign, foi fcai of the iidiculc of our 
secret, oi the reproaches of oui pubhek enemies 

With regard to tlic address undci oui consideration, if it be al- 
lowed either that we ha\c not been unsuccessful m any opprobiious 
degice, or that ill success does not necessanly imply anj defect in 
the conduct of his Blajesty, or debar us fiom the nght of acknow- 
ledging hib goodness and liis wisdom, I think, Sn, no objection can 
be made to the form of expression now' pioposed, in winch all 
Eoundmg and pompous language, all declamatoiy exaggeiation, and 
-studied figures of speech, all appearance of exultation, and all the 
fiiice of ilietoiick, arc caiefully avoided, and nothing inserted 
that may disgust tlie most dehcate, or laise scruples in the most 
emcere. 

Yet, Su, that we may not waste our tune upon trivial disputes, 
when the nation expects relief from ouv counsels, that we may not 
suspend the prosecution of the war by complaints of past defeats, or 
zetaid that assistance and advice which our Soveieign demands, by 
enquiring whethei it may be more piopei to thank oi to counsel 
him, I am willing, for the sake of unarumity, that this clause should 
be oirntted, and hope that no othei part of the addiess can give 
any oypoitumty foi ciiticism, oi foi objections 

Ml PuLTr^ cY 'jpoke next, m the niaiinei following , Su, it is 
no wondci that the light honourable gentleman willingly consent? 



A. 1/ J1 


TIIE ADDItC-bS 


15 


to tlifr omission of this claii-e xvhicli could be inserted for no other 
purpose than that he might acnScc it to tlic resentment wluch it 
must naturally produce and by an appeanmcc of modesty and com 
phance pass easily through the first daj and obviate any sev ere en 
quincs tliat might be designed 

He 13 too well acquainted with the opimon of many w horn the na 
fion has chosen to represent them and with the unu'ersal clamours 
of the people too accurately mfonned of the state of our enemies 
and too con cious how much lus ecrct machinations have hindered 
our success to expect or hope that we should meet here to return 
thanks for the management of the war of a nur m which nothing 
lios been attempted by his direction that was hkcly to succeed and 
tn which no adrantage has been gamed but by acting without or 
tiers and against his liopcs 

That I do not charge him Sir without reason or invent a> 
cusations only to obstruct his measures or to gratify my own rc» 
eentment that I do not eagerly catch flying calumnies prolon^ the 
date of casual reproaches encourage the malignity of the envions, 
or adopt the suspicions of the melancholy , that I do not impose 
upon myself by a ivarm imagination anti cmlcavouT to communi 
■cate to others impressions which I have onl> received myself from 
prejudice and malignity will be proved from the review of his con 
duct since the beginning of our cli putc w itJi Spam in which it will 
be found that he has been guilty not of single errors but of dehbc 
rate trcacherj , that he has alwajs co-operated with our enemies 
and sacrificed to his private interest the happiness and the honour 
of the British nation 

How long our merchants were plundered our sailors enslaved 
and our colonies intimidated without resentment how long the 
Spaniards usurped the dominion of the seas searched our ships at 
pleasure confiscated thecargocswiUioutcontroul and tortured our 
fdlow subjeetswithimraunity cannotbut bercracrabered ^otonly 
every g* ntkman in this House but every man m the nation how- 
ever indolent ignorant or obscure can tell wlnt baibantics were 
cxerci ed what ruages were committed wliat complaints were 
made and how thej were received It is unwer^all} known that 
this gentleman and those whom he has seduced by pensions and 
employments treated the lamentations of ruined families and the 
outcries of tortured Britons as the clainourj of sedition and the 
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mlnnnns of malignity suborned to inflame tlic p<'0pl0j and embar- 
r iss the go\ ci nment. 

It is knoun, Sir, tbit oui looses ueic at one time ridiculed as be- 
low the consideiation of the legislature, and the distic^s of the most 
Useful and honest pait of mankind bas made the subjert of mern- 
ment and laughter, the aw k^ aid wit of all the huebngs of the town 
Wiio exeiled to dneit the attention of the jiublick, and all then art 
was eniplovcd to intioducc olhci subjrets into eoiuei’sation, or to 
still the coni])! mils wliieh thc\ bcaul with a lunel) jCst 

But then wit was not more successful on tins, fhui on ofltei oc- 
casions, then nnagiinfions were soon e\b iiisled, and the} found, 
\s at other tnne^, that the} mu-t Ime ueom-e to new expedients 
The fust aitilitc of sh illow couiticm is to elude with pioinisc-S those 
complaints which they cannot confute, a ])nicliec that rcqimcs no 
imdeisl uiding oi knowledge, and thciefoic has been genemlly fol- 
lowed by the admmistiation 1 his ai tiliec they quiekh made u=c 
ol, when tliey found lint neither the merchants nor the nation yvcrc 
to be silenced h} an affectation of negligence, or the Saule'S of 
ninth , 'that it was no longci safe to yest upon the miseries of llicir 
countivmcn, the de-tiuetiou ol oui trade, and the yiolation of our 
lights the} condescended tlieiefoic to some ijipe unnees of comp is- 
fcion, and pioinisc'd to e\cit all then influence to jnocme rcdiess 
and seem ity 

That they might not ajqicMi, Sn, to h uc made this pioniisc only 
to flee themsehes fiom jncsent impoitumt}, they set negotiations 
on foot, dispatched inemoualb, icrnonstianccs, jiiopositions, and 
computations, and with an an of giaiity and inipoi lance, dissembled 
at pioper times to peiuse the intelligence yvhich the} iccciyed, and 
to conceit nc\y' insti actions foi tlieii nnnisteis 

While this faice yyas acted, Sn, mnumcrablo artifices weie made 
use oi to leconcilc the nation to suspense and delay Sometimes the 
distance of the' Spanish dominions in Amciica, letauled the decision 
of our claims Sometimes the dilaloiy disposition of the Sp mnids, 
and the established methods of then courts, made it impossible to 
piocuie a moie “ipcedy determination Sometimes oideis yveie dis- 
patched tf) Ameijca in favoin of oiu tiacJe, and soinctmics those 
ordeib yvere neglected by the captains of the Spanish ships, and tlie 
goy^'inois of then piovinces, and yyheU it yyas enquued yydiv those 
captains and goieinois yyeie not punished or lecalled, yye wcie 
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treated with contempt for rot Lumping wlnt lud been o lately 
told 05 of the dilatory proceedings of the Spanish courts 
In tJic mean time our mcrcliants were plundLred and our sailors 
Ibroivn into dungeons, our flag w is insulted and our navigation 
restrained by nieu acting vimbr the cwnnii-ion of the Kin^, of 
Spam , \ c percental no tHlct of our negotiations but the eapcrce 
and our enemies not only insisted on Hu ir firmer cliini but pm 
iccuted them with ibc uhno t ngoitr la oltncc md cnicltv 

It must indeed Sir Ik. urged fn fivour of our nimistti that le 
did not refu e any act dfsulmit Sion or omit any iiuthod of uppli 
cation by which he might ho|« to roficn the SpanUid-ij he sobcit 
cd lUeir fatour at thur ow n court he ent commit ants into thtir 
country he a,sutcd them m taling iw" on of doaimions to 
which neither we nor the) have proved a ni;lit , an I he cmpliijcd 
the nav ICS of Bnlatn to Iran poit mto Italy the prmcu on whom the 
new crcctcil kingdom was to lit conftm.d 
Util mi„ht he ca^icct tliat the fc|»anbnU would be «oftcncd bv n 
much kindness and futbeannct oiid that gratitude would at length 
induce them to spare those whom no nijuncs or contempt liad been 
able to alienate from them and to allow llio e n free eour'C through 
the scai of America to whom they liad been indebted for an unm 
temiptcd jm. age to the ixj^-cssion of a kingdom 
lie might bkcwi'C urge Sir that when he was obliged to make 
vrat vipow \\viva Vve was o tewder oC tUevr wittiest Uvat tlvv. Bntv tv 
ailmiral was ent out With brdcra rather to destroy hia own fleet 
than the galleons which in ajtiicarancc he was sent to take uml td 
peruh by the inclemency of the climate rather tlian enter the Spa 
mshiKirts terrify their colonics or plunder their towns 
But to little pur]Ki^ Sir did our minuter i njlore the comfiaa 
Sion of the Sirumnls and represent the. benefits by which wt might 
'claim it forliis comjdianct wws bj the subtle Spam irds attributed 
not to kindness but to fear and it was therefore determined to 
reduce him to ab olulc slavery by the ame practicea which had al 
ready sunk him to so abject a state 
They thtrtfore treated our rcmoftstraiiCcs with cdntcihpt conti 
nued their in-olenccund llieit' opprc*sions, and while our agent was 
cnn^ing at their court with fresh instructions m his liand while 
he veas Imrryinj, vvitli busy looks from one grandee to another and 
iierlnps thsim sed without an audience one day and ent back in 
Vot II C 
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tlie midst of liis bmanguc on anotbci, the guard-ships of the Spa- 
niaids continued then haiock, our merchants Mere ruined, and onr 
sailois toi tilled. 

At length Sir, the nation Mas too much inflamed to be any 
longei amused vvith idle negotiations, or trifling exjiedicnts , the 
stiects echoed uith the clammus of the populace, and tins HouEe 
ivas Cl on ded with petitions fi oin tlic mci chants The honourable 
pci son, M’lth all his ait, found himself unable any longer to elude a 
dctei mination of tlus .iffair Those whom he had hitherto pci- 
suaded that he had faded merely for want of abilities, began now to 
suspect that he had no desue of hcttci success, and thojC who had 
hitherto chearfully meiitcd then pensions by an unshaken adhei- 
ence to all Ins measurcj, who had extolled Iih wisdom and lus mtt- 
guty with all the confidence of sccunty, began now' to be shaken 
by the univcisahty of (he censures which the open sujiport of pci- 
fidy bi ought upon them They were afiaid any longei to assert 
what thej neither believed thcmsches, iioi could persuade others to 
admit The most indolent were alarmed, the most obstinate con- 
Miiecd, and the mo-t profligate ashamed. 

TVhat could now' be done, .Sir, lo gam a few months, to secure a 
shoiL intcnal of cpuct m winch his agents might be emploj cd to 
disseminate some new fahhood, biibc to Ins party some new Miidi- 
catois, 01 lull the people with theojnatcof anothci expedient, with 
an account of concessions from the coiut of Spain, or a congress to 
compute the losses, and adjust the claims of our merchants ^ 

Something was ncecssaiily to be attempted, and ordcis wcie 
thcieToie dispatched by our mmislei, to his slaie at the court ot 
Spam, to piocure some stipulations tint might ha%c, at least, the 
appearance ot a step towauls the conclusion of the debate His 
agent obejed him wath his usual alaenty and addicss, and m time 
sent him, foi the satisfaction oftlie Butish people, the celebrated 
convention , 

The convention. Sir, has been so lately discussed, is so particu- 
laily remembered, and so univereally condemned, that it would he 
an Unjustifiable prodigality of time to expatiate upon it Theie 
W'eie but few in the last senate, and I hope there are none in- this, 
who did not see the meanness of suffering incontestable claims to 
be disputed by eommissaues the injustice of the demand which was 
made upon the South-Sea Company, and the contemptuous nrolence 
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of nmc»jfl£; lUlloti nluchn^itornnub 

Into cotl mr unlrtjisc n nli niion of It ly jmin;; 

rl trr (I il tnt onr 

Tli*«co*’»r«lK^ ^Ir 104 o fir fm n lint it 

onli cs’»i}«craifT! tl»c nilum ot*'! to- U fiom our ntuu tf the (wr' 
of ortjnp fliv Inn*^ nprrlr in r» 4 Mtr t f t!ir **j mnn’ \ of wl m 
inu t !r* that ll nr wl ilo-n ir»4 ^ wr n! In llirr 

fn’ anti that fur thr^iVcof rljartm- to nil Ihr i^rntn rf J iiroj»* 
Ihe ilrjtentirnrc in nhich tli^ 1 rl 1 the mi r1 of I i nh> ll rr took 
fiT»at tbnr ffvnthi Ihr |Kmrr of ^rmnr then ant 1 >r-*fr nn»! tm Ir 
•I untafe tjr them to jn» tHu rulrnnkiiJ m nL-»^j ib^ urfr 
inclined 

Tl»r\wjlan!i «Ij 1 not mr ticctlrtli iinpi! h iKtwf n tl r lutwn 
find the nuti»tfy<if Untiin nor »- prrtfrl ll-a lhc*r »i irmtf in 
dinatiOM anti ojnfnon trtf’edirtHlro|ijr>itf } ontl tl-t tWxwljo 
wrrew *< 1 ff*ml Rn4 rr«<t f I In tba nunulry nnr by the 

pcofvc Inlrtl ilrfp’ml anti ri I Oilcel 

Hr fnunjr? otir mtrnlfY tlry urallr Ifrvincil llat lli*n hid 
tonTnrml <«ir mlKmj r/r ** r vrcrjl! tlin* rpj cllr 1 -.\t 

Oi foicml tl»eir iin taJ r 1^1 ll rr« c 1 i!i ir ti-tory wl li trr* ter 
motk^atHW CoH ’ivrnrWl to pmrre iht'i" iw-r j’niri'tcp w i*i 1 i 
ncour an*! emt « law4 In any otlar’ ftnnt ll tli-t n*" tl e 
coiTVtmlion 

Rut K\\v icciTit” veil U *ucc«% pwttltv^ K lltrin tie 

trmf' efT rtf c ir Itit rfim <* mr n oil cr* and ilatrnvrl In tn *» 
tlfSTTc iK, fjltanit^r* cf llr conqurst !ir which it wa m pircd 
Thr hrl proof of iheir cvntrtnjf of our Sormi-^n ontl rur n-tisn 
was loo fb rart to be I'atliatrd ard loo put hei. not to l>r rr'entnl 
rhe cn*' of tie nation 4*Trr rrdou! In! therolintnliors of tin* m'**’ 
clianH n « wnl tW alnunlitv of our | a t mnihtcl rx]>a»cd il^ 
mtnnne?M of our forhonrer r j fu-uhnl m ul the rt'v n of more 
ei*;ormr mcanirrs cvwlcnllj | rwrd 

Ilic fnen H of ‘•pan di wrrrrd Sir at Im^lh tl at war was n 
cssranlT to be proclinntd an 1 th t it wouM lx no lon'-rr thcir in 
terrtt to ficl m ojwn op|K) itlon to j« tu ntid revnii to the jiolicy 
of all awl immnftrancri r f fir* wltotc rcti'in 
The toinntcr llirrcfoir oficr Iooj» dclars arterlauincrunro'jnd 
thcordcof nil hts *1111000 and m l-atounnsr to ImUarbfc tip* na 
tioa by falie irpseacntations of the paircr of our enemua nod the 

ca 



DVBVIL OH 


T)!C 


d ui ■'i . f f ''U luvr uiii u a th 

< la, 

» 

,th di 

t ** 

di 

^ t>TO- 

e! uu'< d, tl u '"h xv<\ (-U 1 • ' 

1 1 ! ' . • 

1 

I t r 

Ij 

,'i ) 

{ 1 » f ‘.A 

di- ipi o I't m ut >’! ' 







Hi 1 1 i V. th it thi ! '(* of 

t. 'j . 

< 

1 i 

h < ! 

t 


' ‘ tu^tn 

in a |.Mtuu! 1 i> mil' i to a>. 
tbnl in to' tiu \ v ua t 

a < r n « 

n 

> u 


. u 

a. , (tnl 

t '• I , a 

. 

• 

t 


f > 1 h' * n 

gii.ud hi th h v,;, - jj,a - 

*1 iih' o' 

1 

I* 

4 


' i 

. . * lO b_; 

ho\ i hig 11(1 th' It t i : 

. 1 . *1 

« 

% 


' i 

* (i ; tl '' 

ah’nns 'huh tin icl’i o*' > 

1 o 1 - 

s 

1 

*- 

! 

, . 1 s 

di-coieud opj.'ittumta ' » t 

: a-." 

lit' 

' ! 


! 

> 

nd » ' 'rr : 

then tow in In lUinin' , <i. { 

'Uil ' u 


J . . 

t 

t » ^ 

' ' .of »■'*- 

iicliiue: tl m-' h i s In i, u om au'* t »> 

t 

'1 


t 1 

s » ’ III 

coiwuli nthic IwdtC' td iiu n, 

111' Ut >l t 

1 

p5" '< 



f / ’» r d 

with twit foi puluulu t xj 

iition , 

n 

■<1 1 1* 


In 

, * '<i*( Ih* 

"cner, and comr tUd iii tlu 

*m dill 

o: 

f tl t .r 

1 iniiV 

rn Is,'-' toned 


mean** lo mird> up into the tonntn thruii *U v v.h ' ivu'M 
nott luvcliLtn ailiuipli In n^nl ir lo'Ci ainl It iu.ju 'iit ujvn 
IlicSjannuh niou tiiior uifi i th>n eo’ihl I it S/ts, {ru- 
duudln a powiirul .umj,Uo\Ta rt ui tuh) il>u>|ih5'f •!, or ho'^tur 
sUillulU romm uuU d 

It Ihctclurt;, ^n, lir-t cn tO‘Ccuri* hv' tbthn'’ ''p'oi-ril* 
from the permemm (If-mns of ]»ru.'U kIm ntiiKus, h* I n- ‘s rot, 

' hut some of LU/-ihetii’-. huo.'' mi'du uulortnn i‘>« 1) rmui.ruvl ttr- 
ll^y xMth an unc.\pvctc{i unaMon tlu itinoN -l L?nnir of via* Spa- 
nish cohmics, oi njijiirn lufure Unit j-oit^ mth haniimd' 'h>op , 
and bid ileh mrc lo t\ii'ir iu\it-j ind tht u •ji’-n-'in' 11 Ju n ihan - 

foica biU A\as mliodiKcd into Uii-> Hou-e, In uhtth < nt nuiaitLunnt 
was gnen to the subjects ot lhi-> knigdoin to lit out p5i\-iti,» l>. and 
by uluch those who should toiupiti an\ ol tlu tfduuu ot the *>pi* 
niauL, wore conlirmcd in the pos=cs‘-ion of tin m lus tier, itcaanot 
be forgotten with wlut real he opposed, and with whit stt uhnt ; 
he rejected it, though it is not jn— ihlc lo a'-'ign any du uUantage 
which cou’d hue been pioduced by pv^ang U, and the utmoA 
that could be urged against it w.es, tint itw.is uniuce-Mt) and 
useless 

Haling thus discoumged tint method of w.u which was mo.t to 
be dreaded by our enemies, and left them little to leai but liom ii i- 
tional forces and pubbek preparations^ Ins nc\t cate w is to ‘•etme 
them from any dcstiuclne blow^ by giung them time to equi]) their 
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pccta collect thejr foi CCS repair their fortifications gam on thtir 
towTis and regulate tlieir trade fortluspurposehcdelajcd nslong 
asituaspo ible the dispatch of our naaies cmliarrasscdour Icmcs 
of sailors by the violence of impres cs violence which prop ren 
couragement and regulations might have made unncccssarj and 
suflered the pnvateers of the enemy to plunder our merchants with 
out controul under pretence that ships of war coidd not be fation 
cd nor convn^s provided for their protection 

At length several fleets were fitted out Vernon was sent to Ame 
rica and Ifaddock into the Mediterranean with what consequences 
it iswcll known norsliould I mention them at tin time had I not 
been awakcnctl totlicrcmcinbranccofthembyapropo alof {banks 
for the conduct of the war 

Tlie bchavaour of the two admirals was very difilrcnt , though it 
has not jet appeared but that Ihcir orders were the same Vernon 
with si\ ships destroved tho c fortifications before which Hosier 
formerly pen hed in obedience to tlic coinmantTs of our ministrj 
How this succc<s was rcccircd bj the minister and his adherents 
how much they wcic ofilndcd at the exultations of the populace 
how evidently they appeared to consider it as a breach of their 
scheme and a dev lation from their directions the wh61c nation can 
relate 

Nor 13 it to he foigottcn Sir how invidioiislj the minister him 
self endeavoured to extenuate the honour of that action b\ attempt 
mg to procure in the address which vvas on that occasion present 
cd to Ins Majesty a suppression of the number of the ships with 
which he performed it 

In the mean lime Sir the nation cxpcctcil accounts of the same 
kind from the Mediterranean where Haddock was stationed with a 
very considerable force but instead of relations of ports bombard 
cd and towns plundered of navies destroyed and villages hid in 
osbes we were daily informed of tlie lossw of our merchants whoso 
ships were taken almost within sight of our squadrons ^ 

VVe had indeed once the satisfaction of heanng that the fleet of 
Spain was confined in the port of Cadiz unpi ov ided w ith prov isions 
and it was rasldy reported tliat means would either be found of de 
stroying them m the harbour or that tbcj would be shut up in that 
unfruitful part of the country till they should b® obliged to disband 
their crcw3 
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Wc therefoie. Sir, bore with p.iticncc the daily havoeh of ou? 
trade, in expectation of the entuc destiUctiou of the rojal naiy of 
Spain, which ivould i educe thcmlodcspau of icsistance, and compel 
them to implore peace But while we were flattenng oui'^cheswith 
those pleasing dreams, wo weiewahencd on a sudden with an asto- 
nishing account that the Spaniaids had left Cadiz, and, without any 
inteiruption horn the Britons, weie taking in piovisions at FoitoI 

Tins disappointment of oui expectations did indeed di«courigo 
us, but not dep,ne us of hope , \vc knew' tliat the most politick arc 
sometimes deceived, and that the most vigilant maj sometimes ic- 
lax then attention, w'e did not expect in our commandeis any ex- 
emption fiom human eirois, and icqniicd onlj that llic\ should cn- 
deavoui to repan their failures, and concot then mistakes j and 
therefoie waited without clamoui, in expectation that wlnt was 
omitted at Cadiz would be peifoimed at Fenol 

But no soonei, Sn, had the SpaniaiiE stoicd then flccl , than we 
were surpiistd ivith a rciolution ot allaiis jet raoie wondciful 
Haddock, instead of icmaimng before Feiiol, was dimvnotl by some 
chmiencal alarm to piotcct IMinoica, and the Spaniaids in the mean 
time sailed away to Ameiica, in conjunction with the Frcncli squa- 
dron that had been for some tunc jeady foi the vos’agc 

If we considei the absmdity of tins conduct, it cannot but be 
imagined that our iiunistei must send Haddock lalse intelligence 
and tieachei oils directions, on puiposc that theSpmish fleet might 
escape witliout interiuption Foi how can it be conceded that the 
Spaniaids could haie formed any leal design of besieging port Ma- 
hon’ Was it piobable that they would haie sent an aimy m de- 
fenceless transpoits, into thejaw's of the Bntish fleet’ and it was 
well known that they had no ships of wai to piotect them It ivas 
not very agreeable to common policy to land an ai my upon an 
island, an island wholly destitute of piovisions foi then suppoit, 
while an hostile naiy was in possession ol the eca, by winch the for- 
tiess which their tioops were destined to besiege migbt be dailj’ sup- 
plied with necessaries, and thegaiTison augmented with newfoices, 
while then aimy would be itself besieged in a bail-cn island, wath- 
out provisions, without recimts, without hope of succour oi possi- 
bility of success 

But such was the solicitude of our admiral for the preseiTation 
of Minorca, that he abandoned his station, and sufleied the Spa- 
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niards to jota their confedcnitca of France, and prosecute their 
voyage to Amcnca nvtliout limdmncc or pursuit 

In Amcnca tlwjy remained for ome time roasters of the sea and 
confined Vernon to the porta but want of provuions obliging the 
French to return no im^asion of our colonies was nttempted nor 
any of those dcstructire measures pursued which no had rea on to 
fear and of which our minister notwithstanding his wonderful a 
gacitj could not ha\e foretold that they would haie been defeated 
by an unexpected scarcity of \ictuaL 

Tlie Spaniard! liowmcr gamed bj tins expedient time to repair 
their fortifications strengthen tlicir garruons and di pose t^ieir 
forces m the roost adi'antagcous manner, and therefore though 
they were not enabled to attack our dominions had at lea t an op 
poitumty of securing their own 

At length Sir lest it should he indisputably ciident that our rot 
mstcr was in confcdcracj with the Sjxintards it was determined 
that their American temtones should be imadctl but care was 
taken to disappoint the success of the expedition by croplojing new 
raised troops and officers without ctp'nence and to mal c it bur 
thensome to the nation by a double number of officers of which 
no use could beducmcrcd but Uiitofcncrcasmgthc influence and 
multiplying the dependants of Uic rmmsliy 

It was not thought sufficient Sir to fiirour the designs of the 
Spaniards bj the delay which the levy of new troops nocc^sanlv pro- 
duced, and to encourage them by Uic piobabilitj of an easy resi t 
once against raw forces nor was the nation m the opinion of the 
minister punished for its rebellion against him with adequate eie 
nty, hr being condemned to support a double number of troops 
Some other methods w ere to be used for embarrassing our prepara 
tions and protracting the war 

The troops therefore Sir being bytheaccidcnt of a hard winter 
more speedily raised than It was reasonable to cxjicct ii’cre detained 
in this island for seseiul months upon trivial pretences , and were 
at length suffered to embark at a time when it was wcU known that 
they would have much more formidable enemies than the Spaniards 
to encounter; when the unhealthy stason of the American climate 
must neccssanly destroy them by thou^nds w hen the air it elf w as 
poison and to be wounded certainly death \ , 
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These wcic the hardships to winch pait of our follow -subjects 
have been exposed by the tyrann} of the minister , hardships winch 
caution could not obviate, not braiciy surmount , the) ivorc sent 
to combat with nature, to encounter with the blasts of disease, and 
to make w'ar against the element^ They were «ent to feed tlie 
vultuies of America, and to gratify the Spaniaids with an ca'^y 
conquest 

In the passage the gcneiwl died, and the command dciohcd upon 
a man who had never seen an cnemv, and was therefore only a spe- 
culative wan 101 , an accident, which as it w’as not unlikely to hap- 
pen, would liaie been provided against by any minister who wished 
for success The melancholy oi'cnt of this c pcdition I need not 
mention, it w’as such as might be icasonablv Cvpccled , when our 
troops were sent out without disciplme, without coiumandci's, into 
a country where even the dew's aic fatal, against enemies infouiicd 
of their appioach, secured by foitifications, mured to the climate, 
well provided and skilfully commanded 

In the mean time. Sir, it is not to be forgotten what depredations 
wcie made upon our trading vessels, with what insolence ships of 
very little foice approached onr coasts, and sewed oui mei chants in 
sight of our fortifiwtions , it is not to be foi gotten tliat the conduct 
of some of those who owed their icicnucs and power to the inini- 
Etei, gave yet stronger proofs of a tonibinalion 

It is not to be forgotten with wdnt cffiontciy the losses of oui 
merchants weie iidiculcd, with what contemptuous tiiumph of re- 
venge they were charged with the guilt of this fatal war, and how 
, publickly they were condemned to sufiei for their folly 

For tins reason, Sn, tlicy were either denied the secuiity of con- 
voys, or forsaken in the most dangeious pails of the sea, by those 
to whose protection they were, m appeaiance, committed Foi tins 
reason, they weie either hindered from engaging in then loyage by 
the loss of those men who were detained unactivc in the ships of 
war, or depnved of their ciews upon tlie high seas, or suffered to 
proceed only to become a prey to the Spaniards 

But it was not. Sir, a sufficient giatification of our implacable 
mimstei, that the merchants w^ere distiessed foi alaiming the na- 
tion, itw-as thought likewise necessary to punish the people foi be- 
Jievmg too easily the reports of the merchants, and to wain them 
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for <Tcr"pnjmt dirlns; lo Ihrm^rlm '>W(*tod*«Tn tlicjr 

own intcmt or lo f rp«ml>r « Im r mn wr* lit tlic mint trr# ihan 
thcruhculjl lir liirmwlrc* lnclin«| to jnirtic our mmh rr re* 
folml lo fljo*ril»<un In n m trr «tmlr llwt it »n.« >n lili jkiwct 

10 d -fpo nt th-^r dr^iro* l/j tormlnp lo contpV ane! lo doitrxiy 
their cr*r*m rco nntl thnr 1 jjjuneM, Irr th'* ^rtr mcam In 

ll’'7 liojw'l lo r"Oirr ih *0 

lor th« inirpirr Sir dj»i l!»»« I'm! man (ttitrmnn all 1 tt po« 
iiljck« to^r*hcr 1 call loctninw! all liMionfitjnl* in 1 all li»» t'r 
jirndinii ntwl Jt tvaa al Irnr^h aficr ma lire ileMirnimn d trr 
inin*-n y fVirnminl tr «jl<im lojnt tr<irr*M}n m n tr-nm on 
to n'-’*rtTair the Ictfort of lh<' Inij rr** In ntn-" rnJrncr an 1 t 
\cni\ In draw the Milom byiJir |rm i r of rr-\an't fro* j l! c 
fcnirc of ihr rorrcharl* to co ret n m*{ hU Tet I r I to di jnicli 
|t on a<rtTrt Cfpfrhfi'jr 

A itrcrtl rjprtlitkn ''tr 5 * n fwn\ trm of rdn tnixlnrt a tmn 
ivlttHi rriT la\T l«vn jK-fl aje f invrt r n V* me t f In rJilK-n fiir 
pi lo 1)0 cictnilH iTiili<«tt I »n ll rtrrn v an oppurlrniljr 
of j roTidttii; f ir llirir tVffrrr j Imi i i on i cil f r n di ^.n i iih 
wbtcli thr rncniT ii bettrr nrrjita olr«l llan Ibo^ to wlintn tlir cr 
mtllon of ll U commitlfxl A iccrrl ca|>rt!iijon U non an rx|*etU 
lion of nhtcli nrrry onr knom ihr dr«lpi but limn' nt wIioj: ex 
pence It 11 nmlrrliJ cn It tia ktnl < f mial rmen nlilchrtcth 
tho«« of Ihe I irk tn majmificcncc ami cxjienrr but i« equal!} u c 
Iw and equally n liculoui 

Ujxm thr'-c cctrt exf-c<liliom bo ctct vrcrc fix'll fur n bng; 
lime llte rif>et*ftlioni of the j*njde tliry wn nil the appennnees 
of j jKintjon for reolivar j tl men Inrirmctl that iJie workmen 
in ihc dorks irm. rrlninol Ijj* wntfiminoti nn'ni to do iknible «liii) 
Ihevrtwtlie romt njicrious < ncotirnp'nienl off ml In the tnilors 
Ihfy aw mill Ftnnu nceumulatnl Willi tin wlmmt Indiiitr} heird 
ornothmt, Imt Ibe prvofof nci cinnon nml riewconlracti furpro^ 

11 ion and 1 on much rea on vunrr fbn liadloqunUnn tlicnnec 
nly of Ihc pent mnn nho Ind so lonr enpo ctl Ihc immurement 
of all nffain lhe% did not um tor lint be wv )rt ro nhandoned lo 
levy forcM tmlv to cxlmurt their inonti and npnp fi(‘cta onij tncx 
po*c them In nditade 

Uhen thercfirc Sir after theunni dehji the jniK-n Ind m 
firmeil the \icojIc tint the t,reat fltul n u sailed thej no lonjjCr 
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doubted that the Spaniaids weie to be i educed to our o\mi term'; , 
ibey evpected to be told in a few days, of the destruction of fleets, 
the demolition of castles, and the plunder of cities, and c%cr} one 
cmied the foitunc of those nho, by being admitted into their 
formidable fleet, were entitled to tlic ticasuil’S of such ^^eaUlly 
enemies 

When they had foi some time indulged these cvpcclations, an 
account was brought, that the fleet was returned s* ithout the least 
action, or the least attempt, and that new piosisions wcic to be 
taken in, tiiat they might set out upon another secret rrpcdtt’on. 

But, Sir, this wondcr-woilung teiin had now lost its cflicacy, 
and it was discos cicd, that secret expeilitinns, like alt othci secret 
services, were only expedients to drain the money of the peo{)lc, and 
to conceal the ignoiancc or villainy of the mmi'Jtei 

Such has been the conduct foi which w'C are desired to return 
thanks in an humble and dutiful address, such arc tlic tiwnsactions 
which we are to recommend to the appiobation of our consti- 
tuents, and such the triumphs upon which we must congratulate 
our So^ ei eign 

Foi my pal t. Sir, I cannot but think that silence is a censure too 
gentle of that wickedness which no language can cxtiggciatc, and 
foi which, as it has perhaps no example, huiiian k.nd ha\e not yet 
provided a name Murder, pamcide, and treason, are inc.d'st ap- 
pellations when icferred to that conduct by^>hlch a king is betiay- 
ed, and a nation ruined, under pretence of piomoting its interest, 
by a man tinisteJ with the administration of publick affims 

Let us Ihererorc, Su, if it be thought not piupci to lay bcfoie his 
Majesty the sentiments of his peoifle in their lull extent, at least not 
endcaiour to conceal them fiom him , let us at least address him in 
such a manner as may give him some occasion to cnquiie into tlie 
late transactions, which have for many yeais been such, that to en- 
qune mto them is to condemn them 
Sir Boeert Walpoee rose again, and spoke to this effect Sir, 
.though I am far fiom being eitliei confoanded, or intimidated, by 
thib atrocious chaige, though I am confident, that all the measures 
which have been so clamorously censuied, will admit of a very easy 
1 indication, and that whenevei they are explained they will be ap- 
proved, yet as an accusation so complicated cannot be confuted 
without a long recapitulation of past events, and a deduction of 
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many particubr circwmstancca tome of ivhtch may require evidence 
ond some a very minute anti prolix explication I cannot think this 
a projxir <liy for engagin., m the controversy because it 13 my in 
terest fliat it may be accurately ducussctl 

At present Sir 1 shall content myself with bare assertions like 
tho c of him b\ whom I am acai ed and hope they wdl not be 
licanl with le«3 attention or received with less belief For surely 
it was ncicr denied to any man <0 dcfcnil him.elf with the same 
v\ca])on3 with which he is attacked > 

I shall therefore Sir make no scmplc to assert tliat the treasure 
of the puhlick lias been employed with the utmost frugality to pro 
mote the purposes for uluch it raw giantcil j that our foreign of 
fairs haic been tran-aclcd with the utmost fideht> m pursuance of 
long consultations, and liall venture to add that our success has 
not been such as ought to produce any su picion of negligence or 
treacherj 

Tliat our de ign ogamst Carlhagena was defeated cannot be 
denied but wh t war has been one conlinuc<l ones of success > In 
the late war with Franco of which tho conduct his been so hii hly 
celebrated did no de«>igns mu carry ’ If we conquered at Ramillics 
were we not in our turn beaten at Almanza^ If sve destroyed tho 
French slups was U not always with some Jo s of our ow n * And 
since the sufferings of our merchants base been mentioned with so 
much acrimony do not the li ts of llio slujis taken m that war 
proic lliat the dcprcchtions of pmatcers cannot be cntirch prc 
s ented ’ 

The disappointment Sir, ofthcpuhlicl expectation bv the return 
of the fleets htis been charged upon the admmt tration ns a enme 
too enormous to he mentioned vrithout horror and dttc tition 
That the ministry base not the elements 111 their jiowcr that thev 
do not prescnlie the course of the wind i nFufTicient proof of their 
negligence and weakness with as much justice is it chaig;cd upoq 
them that the expectations of the jiopulaie which they did not 
rauc and to which perhaps thccunqnc t of a kingdom had not becq 
equal failed of being gratified 

I am very far fiom hoping or desiring tliat the House should bL 
satisfied with a defence like this, I know by obseiv mg the practice 
of the opponents of the ministry what fallacy rovy be concealed in 
g neral assertions, and am so far from wishing to esnde a more cxt 
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actenq.uii’jjtliat if the gentleman ho has thus puhhchl}' and confi- 
dently accused the minisfry, will name a day for examining tnc state 
of (he nation, I will second his motion 

[The addicss nas at length agiccd to, wd limit a dinsion ] 

Mr pernrEKL-i (hen moicd. That the slate of the nation ‘-hould 
be consideied six weeks hence, Sir Robcit Walpole seconded the 
motion, and it was nnaminously agreed. Tint this House ^.lll, on 
the 2 1st of next month, icsohc itself into a committee of the v hole 
House, to consider of the stale of the nation But v.hcn that day 
came, Sn Robert Walpole having been able to defeat a motion 
which was to refer some paper-, to a secret commit tee, the consider- 
ation of the state of the nation was put off for a fortnight , but on 
the eve of that da\, both Houses adjoin ned for foni-tcun dws, dur- 
ing which Sir Robcit Walpole resigned his cmploj monts of First 
Lord of the Treasmy, and Chancellor and Undci Ticasurer of his 
Majesty’s Exchcquei , and was cicalcd a peer, bj the title of Lord 
Walpole, and Eail of Orfoid 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

March 9 , 1741-2 

DN A Sl'OTION’ FOR ENQUIRING INTO THE CONDUCT OF ArrAIKS 
AT HOME AND ABROAD, DURING THE LAST TIVENTY YEARS, 

U 

Lord LiriERicK rose, and spolce in the followang manner — Sir, 
as I am about to offer to the House a motior^ of the highest iinpoi t- 
ance to the honour and happiness of oui countiy, to the picsena- 
tion of our privileges, apd the continuance of om constitution, I 
make no doubt of a candid attention from this assembly, and hope 
for such a deteiniinatiou as shall be the lesult not of external influ- 
ence, but of real conviction 

1 cannot but congratulate mjself and all lovers of their countiy, 
that we are ainved at a time, mwhichsuch hopes maybe lationally 
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inJulgrd tint we slnll oon fcc the inumph of libcrtv and the 
rcnorvtun of •cnatonil freedom It not without the lu-,hest 
ealufjcljoo that I find inv life jrotiactet! to tint lnii») ibj m 
winch tlietolic of dejundencc Ins been ilnl cn olT and the ftlnchlca 
of ojiprc«inn hare been brolen in which truth and justice hast 
once inort raiw^l up their hrul and ohtuned tint rcganl sshich 
Kul o loot; been inlJ III jpUmhd wiclfdftcss andsttccc* fulnpine 
Tlic unit IS I) is> l»ust in whicti k was nimtonous to Innten the 
Ifcrrt rerun t pts and the foirlinl nolnst shame to ptunJ r 
the jKojilc bj ncedl s latrs and mult Ihiin bv d»pM\in:j their 
fjiods before tlicir eje^ In luvunous not anl bou idle's majnl 
ficence, svhen the certain method of obbunlnj^ wlnl the ^Tntrst 
jsart esen of pwl men cannot hut fO'neiimrt wi h to Bcqiiur 
interest afllucncc an J honour was an implicit resignation to tiu 
Ihonly a dc-crlijn ofaU I nnajlc. defiance of all ernsorr ami an 
np^n d 'danlion opunk aoj othir mouses of action tlnn the *oIc 
pln-ure of an arhitnn cuni trr 
It Ls now Sir no longer considered as an in-toncc of il saficcllon 
to the goTcmmciJl to reprernl the miser es and dixhrc the opi 
nions of llic jwopV to propose tlicir Intcre»t ns the great Insis of 
jrustmnnnt lie p*ncnl end of oti tj and the |nrcnl of hw 
U w nosv no 1 mger en mini to nlfini tl at thrv Invc a rij^hl to 
comphun wli n the) are irttlnir msn «| imon mjuml and to lie 
lunnl sshen the) eomj Ldii It may now be with safit) a ertctl 
tint tlin<A ssho nscU ssith tla prtdi. < f siTicc nnd glitter with th** 
in gnificcncc of a court hossescr thej nnj thspLiy their nllliicnce 
or borst tlicir tiilcs with wL ttscrcontcinp llit nny ln\c li,»rnwl 
of btc to look ujion Ihur f Iloss-^u’ijcets, who h ire no jmj c*sions 
but wint they Iiase obtained I v tlmr industr)» nor an) honours 
but what arc solimtjril) fuid to thnr und standing nnd their 
sirlue with wlntticr antlioril) thv) nn) d elate to iliLir dcptiid 
aiiL or wh ilrscr rcsi rence th<) nn) txncl from a long subonluu 
tion uf hirelings an. amid 1 alt ilulr iioiip nnd tnl!u(.nce onl) tin 
strrants of tilt pcojlc entrusted b) tlitm with the ndmlnutralion 
of their ainiini and accoimfiWc to them for tht abuse of tni t 
Tliat tru-ts of the highest tmi>or(nnce hose been long abused 
that the sersants of the people hasln^ long thought themselves 
out of the reach of justice and abosc examination liasc >crv ill 
discharged the ofliccs m whl h they hart 1 n enga'^ttb that the 
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publick advantage has been wlmlly disregaidcd, that treatias have 
been concluded witlund any icgaid to the inlcicst of Biitain, and 
that oin io\c)gn and don^e^lvck adans base been managed with 
equal ignorance, negligence, or v ickcdncss , the present state of 
Europe, and the calamities of this country, rvill sufficiently m- 
fonn us 

If ne survc) the condition of foicign nations, ne shall find, that 
the power and dominions of the family of Bourbon, a family which 
has never had any other dcugns than the evtiip ition oF true re- 
ligion, and the umvcisal slaveiy of mankind, have been daily cn- 
creased We shall find that they have cnci cased by the dcclcn'^ion 
of the House of Austna, which tieatics and our interest engage us 
to suppoi t. 

But had their acquisit ions been made only by tlic foi ce of arms, 
had they grown stiongci only by Mctorics, and more wealthy only 
by plundei, oui ministei-s might with some .ippcarancc of icason 
have imputed their success to accident, and informed ns, that wc 
gamed m the mean time a sufficient counterbalance to those advan- 
tages, by an uninterrupted commerce, and by the felicity of peace , 
peace winch m every nation has been found to produce affluence, 
and of which the wisest men have thought, that it could scarcely 
be too deal ly pui chased , 

But peace has in this nation, by the wonderful aitificcs of our 
nnmsteis, been the paicnt of poverty and miseiy , we have been so 
far from finding oui commeice extended by it, that wc have en- 
joyed it only by a contemjitiblc jiaticnce of the most ojicn depreda- 
tions, by a long connivance at piracy, and by a continued submis- 
sion to insults, wdiich no othei nation would have boine 

We have been so fai from seeing any part of oui taws icmitfcd, 
that wc have been loaded with moic iigoious exactions to support 
the expenccs of peace, tli.Ui were found necessary to dcfiny the 
charges of a war againct tliosc, whose opulence and power had in- 
cited them to aspire to the dominion of the woJld 

How these' taxes ln\e been employed, and whv our imde lias 
been neglected, why oui allies have been betiajed, and why the 
ancient enemies of om country have been sufieved to grow 'powei- 
fail by oin connivances, it vx now time to t\ammc','and lliercfoic 
? move, that a committee be appointed to enquire into tile conduct 
tif affairs at home and abioad during the last twenty i ears 
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Sir JoHv St AoBitf then poke as follows —Sir I rise up to 
second this motion , nnd 'is the noble Lord lias opened it in so full 
and proper i manner and as I do not doubt but that othei gentle 
nlen are ready to support it more practised m of greater 

abilities and authonty than myself I am the less anxious about the 
injury it may recciic from the part I bear in it I think the pro 
po ition 1 «o evident that it M-ants no enforcement it comes to 
you from the voice of the nation which thank God has at last 
found admittance witlun these walls 

Inno ence is of so delicate a natmc that it cannot bear suspicion 
and therefore will desire enquiry because it will always be justified 
by It Guilt fiom its own con‘iciou3nc<3 will u e subterfuges and 
flv to concealment and the more righteous and aiithontatii e the 
enquiry the more it will be avoided because the greater will be 
the dread of punishment 

InpmatebPi I am contented with mens virtues only without 
seeking for opportunities of bhme In a publick cliaracter when 
national grievances cry aloud for enquuy and justice it is our duty 
to pursue all the footsteps of gtult and the loud the pallictick 
appeal of mj constituents is more forcibly persuasive than any 
motive of private tenderness. This appeal is not the clamour of 
faction artfully rai ed to disturb the operation of government 
violent for a while and soon to be appeased It is the complaint 
of long and patient suffenngs a complaint not to be silenced and 
which all endeavoure to suppre,^ it would only make more impor 
tunite and clamorous It is Uie solemn appeal of the whole people 
of the united body of our constituents m this tune of national 
calamity came tly beseeching jon in a 1<^1 pailiamentary way 
to redress their grievances to revive your ancient right of enquiry 
to explore the most remote and hidden sources of imquitj to detect 
the bold authors of their di tre s that they may be made examples 
of national justice 

It IS to you they appeal tlie true> the genuine representatives of 
the jieople Not like former parliaments an instrument of state 
the property of a minister purchased by the missionaries corrup 
tion who have been di per ed through tlie kingdom and furnished 
With the publick money to invade all natural interest by poisoning 
the morals of the people Upon this rotten foundation lias been 
erected a towering fabnek of corruption a most dangerous con» 
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spiracy has been caujed on against Ihc \c3y cs-crtcc of our con“ti- 
tutioHj a foirnuiable S}i>tem of inmiatcnal pouci luib btcn fonrccl; 
fallaciously assuniaig, undci consutuiional appearances, the name 
of legal go\ eminent 

In this system we lia^c ‘^een the scicnil ofliccs of administiation, 
meanly icsolving thcinsches ximlai the diicction and contioiil of 
one man wliilc thi-j *-(l!eme \*as puisncd, the Uiition Ins 1 < cn 
mgloijously pvt.ciiL of loiciga ind’gnitica, oiir trade hits been 
mo-^t shamefully neglected, oi basth be! rived, a war vv itli an im- 
potent enemy, most amply piovidcd foi, unsiiccessfullj can ltd on, 
the faith of ti catie^ bro’<-c , oui n 'tuial allies, dt^ci ted, and weak- 
ened even by that pov^ci, which we now dicad foi want of then 
assistance ^ 

It IS not the bale icmoval fiom ofiicc that will satc-lj the nationi 
especially if such icmoial is digmhcd v.ith the highest mirl of 
royal favoui 'Ihia only giye-> inMikmcl a ica-ionihlc lt.ar, that hn 
hlajesty has lathei condcacendcd to (he impoitumtics, than adojitcd 
the opinion of his people It is indeed a most gracious coadc^ccn- 
sion, a vciy high instance of his Majesty 's just mlcntions, to icnunc 
any of lus sonants upon national susjncion, but it will give Ins 
Majesty a most iintavouniblc opinion ol lus jicopic, if he is not satn- 
fied that this susjiicion was jibt It is the untoitunatc situation of 
aibitiaiy kings, that they know the sentiments of then people 
only fiom whispcicis in then closet Oui monaicliy has secuici 
establishments Oui Soveicign is aHvays sure of knowing the tiuc 
sense of b.s people, because he mey <-ee it llnough the jnopei, the 
constitutional medium but then this medium must he juic, it 
must tiansimt cvciy object in its leal foim and its n ituinl coloum 
Tins is all that is now contended foi You aic called to the e\oi- 
cise of youi just light of enquiiy, that his Majesty may see what 
leason Iheie is foi this geneml inquietude 

This motion is of a general natme whom it may more particu- 
larly affect, I shall nut detcimine But thcic is a gieat pemon, 
lately at the head of the administiation, who stands foicmost, tlio 
principal object of national suspicion He suielj will not decline 
tins enquuy, it is Ins own piopositlon, he has fiequently m the 
name of the whole administiation tluown down Ins gauntlet heie, 
bas desired youi enquiries, and has lested Ins fate on your justice. 
Tlig nation accepts the challenge, they join issue with him, they 
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ure now desirolis to bnng this great ciu<c in judgement before 

It must be imjAtteil to the long intermi ion of this right of 
cnquir) that tire people Ime now this mi c of complunt had 
the ndmini<tntian of this great j*mon been submitted to the con 
titutlonal controuls had his conduct undergone strict and frequent 
tmqulncs he had parts nnd aMhtics to hate done great honour and 
tiemce td this countrj But the mil unconlruulrd fur cter roust 
hnd mil produce seamtv and ttanfonness} nor can roodcration 
and de«>j*filick poner sulwtst long togtthcr 

In ram do tt e a Inure the outlines of our constitution in run do 
are boast of tlKhC \ti e and saliilat) restraints whicli our ancestors 
at the caj«ncc of their bloal nnd tirasiire hate wisely imposed 
upon rnonarchj itself If it is to he a constiiutiiin in theory only if 
tins evasite doctrine is to he admitietl tint a ft llnw-sulyect of our 
wn pcrtdjH of tlwhmest rank among us mat be delegated b> tho 
Crown to exercise the administration of gorernnimt mth absolute 
uncontrouhhle dominion orerus, which must be the case if mini 
eterlal conduct ts not hahli. to |arltamcntar> enquiries 
If I did not think this motion agreeable to the rules and proceed 
Ings of the eennle if I thnught it was mcint to introduce anv pro 
cedure It Inch tta not strictly consonant to the bus and constitution 
of mv country I do nio»t *olcmnl) protest I sreul 1 be ogainst it 
But os I apprehend it to an c from the nature and spirit of our 
constitution ns it uall defend the innocent and ran In dctnincntal 
only to the guilty I do mo^l heartily fccoml the motion 

Tlic lion IIcNRS pFLiiASt oppa cil the motion tn tin. follmsing 
effect —Sir If it uus not duly to bt obsciacd how much Iht 
minds of the ssl cst and most moderate men arc elated snth success 
and how often tho<e uhohasc Iccn able to surmount the strongest 
obstacles with unucaned diligence nnd to prcscnc their fortitude 
unshaken amidst houily disappomtroents hue been bctrnycil by 
slight adi-antagos into Indecent exultations imreasonablo confi 
dcncc add clnmtncal hopes j had 1 not long remarked the infatu 
ation of prosperity and the pitde of tnuniph 1 should not Inso 
heard the motion ulm-h has Ixcn now made without mtoni liment 
It lus been long the business oi the amusement of the gentle 
men avho ImiOp fot some lime eonfirred upon themselves the 
sencrable titles of patriots adioeatcs for the people nnd def ndei> 
Vot II T) 
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of the constitution, haic at length persuaded part of the nation to 
dignify them with the same appellation, to display in the inn'll 
patlictick language, andaggiwatc with the most hj perboheal 
gciations, the wantonnc'^sivith winch thclatc mmistiy cvcrciscd their 
power, the exoibitancc of their demands, and the ■violence of then 
measures. They liavc indulged Ihtu imaginations, which have 
alv.a3'3 been sulucicntly tnutful m satire and imcctnc, by rcpie- 
sentmgthcm as men. in whom all icgaid to decency or repubition 
was evtinguislicd, men who no longer submitted to wear the masl*. 
of lij'pocrisy, or thought the esteem of mankind woith tlicu care j 
who had ceased to piofcss any icgard to the welfare of their conn- 
tiy, or any desire of advancing tlic publick happiness, and who no 
longer desired any other cnbcLs of then jxiwcr, tlian the sccuntj of 
themselves and the conquest of then opjioncnts. 

Such, Sii, has been the charactci of the mimstr}, which, by the 
uicessant endeavours of these dismtcicsted patriots, has been ear- 
ned to Bid remotest comers of the cmpiic, and disseminated 
through all Bie degiccs of the people Every man, whom they 
could enlist among their pupils, whom they could persuade to cec 
with then eyes, nithci than his own, and who was not so stubborn 
as to require pioofe of then asscitions, and reasons of then con- 
duct, eveiy man who, having no sentiments of his own, hoped to 
become impoitant by echoing those of his mstmetors, was taught 
to tliink and to say, that the couit was filled with open comiption, 
that the greatest and the wisest men of the kingdom set tlicmselvos 
publicldj to sale, and held an open tratlick for v otes and places , 
that whocvci engaged m the paity of themmiater, dcclaicd himself 
leady to support his cause against truth, and reason, and convic- 
tion, and was no longei undei the lestraint of shame oi viitue, 

’ These assertions, hardy as they weie, they endeavoured to sup. 
port by instances of measures, '\vlnch they described as having no 
otliei , tendency, than to advance the court to absolute autlioiitj, to 
enslaye the nation, or to betray it . and more happily would they 
have propagated then system, and much sooner would tlicy have 
obtained a geneial declaration of Bie people m then favour, had 
they been able to have pioduced a motion like this 

, Should the influence of these men enciease, should they grow 
secure m the possession of their powei, by any new methods of 
deluding the people, vyhat w'onderful expedients, what unheard-of 
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methods of gorernment may not be espccted from them? What 
d^rees of violence may thej not be supposed to practise who have 
flushed th ir new authority by a motion which %va5 never projected 
since the first existence of our government or offered by the most 
arbitrary minister in all the confidence of an established majority 

It may perhaps be imagined by many of those nho arc unac 
quamted with senatorial affairs as many of the members of this 
House may without any reproich be supposed to be that I hai'fe 
made u_eof those arts against the patriots winch thcyhaie bo long 
practised against the court that I have tvaggerated the enormity 
of the motion by unjust comparisons or rhetorical flights and 
that there will he neither dangei nor inconi emence m complying 
with it to any hut those who have betftjed their trust or neglected 
their duty 

I douht not but raanj of tho e with w horn tins motion has been 
concerted haic approved it without seeing all its consequences^ 
and liave been betrajed into that approbation by a laudable zeal for 
their country and an honest indignation against corruption and 
treachery by a iirtuous desire of detecting mckedness and of 
securing our constitution from any future dangers or attacks 

Por the sake therefore of the e gentlemen whom I cannot hut 
suppose willing to follow the dictates of their oun consciences and 
to act upon just motiics I shall endeavour to lay open the nature 
of this extraordinary motion and doubt not but that when 'they 
find it ns it will unquestionably ajqKar unreasonable in itself and 
dangerous to posterity they wdl change their opinion for the same 
reason as they embraced it and prefer the happiness of their coun 
try to the prosperity of their party 

Against an enquiiy into the conduct of all foreign and domestick 
affairs for twenty jears past it Is no weak argument tfiat It is with 
out precedent that neither the zeal of patriotism nor the rage of 
/action ever produced such a motion in any former age It cannot 
be dohbted bv those who have read our histones that formerly 
our country has produced men equally desirous of detecting wick 
edness and seeunng liberty with those who are now congiatu 
lating their constituents on the success of their labours and that 
faction has sw elled in former tunes to a height at which it may 
reasonably be hoped it will nercr amve again is too evident to 
'oi conlTweTtcd. 

D3 
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What then can wc suppoac '\^as the reason, that neither indigna- 
tion, nor integrity, noi resentment, cicr before directed a motion 
like this ^ Was it not, bccdusc it neither will sene the puiposcs of 
honesty, nor wickedness, that it w'ould have defeated the designs 
of good, and bebnyed those of bad men , that it isould base giicn 
pati lotism an appearance of lactioii, lather than haie lestcd faction 
with the disguise of patiiotism ^ 

It cannot be supposed, that the sagacity of these^ gentlemen, 
however great, has enabled them (o discmer a method of proceed- 
ing which escaped the penetration of our ancestor, so long cele- 
brated for the strengtli of their undeistanding, and the extent of 
then knowledge For it is ciidcnt, that without anj tincominon 
effort of the intellectual faculties, he that jiroposcs an enquiiy for 
a year past, might have made the same proposal with regard to a 
longer time , and it is therefoie piobable, that the limitation of the 
terra is the effect of his knowledge, rather than of his ignorance 
And indeed the absurdity of an unncrsal cnquiij foi twenty' 
years past is such, that no man w'hose station has gnen him 0]ipor- 
tunities of being acquainted with publick business, could hare pro- 
posed it, had he not been misled by the vehemence of icsentment, 
or biased by the seciet operation of some motives different from 
publick good , for it is no le«s than a proposal for an attempt im- 
possible to be executed, and of which the execution, if it could be 
effected, would be detrimental to the publick 

Were oui nation, Sii, like some of tlie inland kingdoms of the 
continent, or the barbarous empiic of Jajian, without commeice, 
without alliances, without taxes, and without competition with 
other nations, did we depend only on the pioduct of oui own soil 
to support us, and the strength of oui own aims to defend us 
without any inteicouise with distant empires, or any sohcitude 
about foreign affaiis, weie the same measuies uniformly pursued, 
'^the govetnment suppoited by the same revenues, and administered 
with the same views, it might not he impracticable to examine the 
conduct of afifaiis, both foreign and domcstick, for twenty yeara , 
because eveiy year would afford only a transciipt of the accounts of 
the last 

But how different is the slate of Biitam, a nation whose traflick 
13 extended over the earth, whose revenues aio every year different, 
or differently applied, which is daily engaging in new tieaties of al- 
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Iiancc or fornun^ nen^ reflations of trade with almost ever? 
nation however distant which has undertaken tlie arduous and 
intricate emplojments of supermtending the interests of all foreign 
empires and maintaining the equipoise of the French poivers 
which receives ambassadors from all the neighbouring princes and 
extends its r^ard to the limits of the world ' 

In such a nation eicry )ear produces negobations of peace or 
preparations for war new schemes and different measures bj which 
cxpenccs are sometimes cncrcased and sometimes retrenched In 
such a nation everj^ thing is m a state of perpetual vicissitude^ 
because its measures are seldom the effects of choice but of neccs 
aity ansing from the change of conduct m other powers 

Nor M the mulliphcitv and intricacy of our domcstiek afTurs le s 
remarkable or particulai It is too well known that our debts are 
great aud our taxes numerous that our funds appropriated to 
particular purposes arc at some times deficient and at others re 
dundant and that therefore tlic money ansing fiom the same rni 
posts is differently applied in different years To a«scrt that this 
fluctuation produces intncac) may be imagined a censure of those 
to whose care our accounts are committed but surely it must Le 
owned that our accounts are mode neccssanly less uniform and 
regular and such as must require a longer time for a complete ex 
ammation 

Whoever shall set his foot in our offices and observe the number 
of papera with which the transactions of the last twenty }ears have 
filled them will not need nny aj^uments against this motion ^^Tien 
he sees the number of WTitings which such an enquiry will make 
necessary to be perused compared and extracted the accounts 
which must be examined and opposed to others the intelligence 
fiom foreign courts which must be considered and the estimates of 
dome tick expences which must be diseased he will own that 
whoever is doomed (o the task of this enquirj would be happ} m 
exchanging his condition with that of the miners of Amenca and 
that the most resolute industry however excited bj ambition or 
animated by patriotism must sink under the weight of endless 
labour 

If it be considered how many are cmplo}ed m the publick offices 
it must be confessed either that the national treasure is squandered 
in salaru-s upon men who have no einpIo)ment or that twenty 
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3 cars ran} bo roabon'ibl)’’ supposed lo produce inorr peprrn tlmn n 
cominittcc c.m cvaminc, and, indeed, if tbe commitlec of cnrpiiiy 
be not more numerous than lias tier been appointed, it inav be as* 
seited, without cxaggcnition, that the cnquin into our afiain for 
twenty 5"cais past, wilt not be accui-atcly pcifonncd in les.-> than 
twenty ycats to come, in which tune those who*e conduct is now 
supposed to haveguen the duct occasion to this motion, may be 
e\pectcd to bcrenimcd foi cicr from the malice of calumny, and 
the lage of pcisccution 

But if it should be imagined by those who, haMUg ncici been 
engaged in pubheh aCTaii-j, cannot properly ludgc ot their intnc^acy 
and extent, that such an cnquii-y is in rcalit\ <-0 iai fioin being im- 
possible, that it IS only tlic v.oilc of a few months, and tint tlie 
laboui of it will be amply recompensed by the di£ro\enc-) which it 
will produce, let them but so long suspend tbe griti{ic’''tion of their 
cuiiosity, as to considci the natiiicof tint demand by winch they 
are about to satisfy it, a demand by winch nothing less is laiquircd 
than that all the secrets of oui gmcinment ‘•hould be made 
publich 

It IS known m general to every man, whose employment or 
amusement ii has been to consider the state of the Fionch Umg- 
donis, that the last twenty ycai^, hare been a time not ot war, but 
of negotiations , a pciiod ci owned with pioiccls, .itjd iinelnnationi 
often moie dangeious than aiolcnce and iiu.csion^ , and that thc=c 
pt'ojects have been counteracted by opposite schemes, th vt ti’caties 
have been defeated by treaties, and one alliance oieibalanccd by 
another 

Such a tram of transactions, m which almost crciy couit of 
France has been engaged, must hme gnen occasion to many pri- 
vate confeiences, and secret negotiations , many designs must bare 
been diseovcied by infoimcrs who gave then intelligence at the 
hazard of then lives, and been defeated soinetmies by secret stipu- 
lations, and sometimes by a judicious distiibution of money to 
those who presided in senates or councils 
Every man must immediately be convinced, that by the enquiry 
now proposed, all these seciets will be brought to hght , that one 
prince will be informed of the treachery of his servants, and anothei 
See his ow'n cow'aidice or venahty exposed to the woild It is plain, 
that the channels of intelligence will be for ever stopped, and that 
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no prince vnll enter into pnnte iriatits with monarch who la 
tienied by the constitution of his empire thepmilegeof conce'^1 
ing hi3 oira measures It 13 evident that our enemies may here 
hfter plot our nun in full county, and that our allies sv ill no longer 
treat U3 with confidence 

Smee therefore the enquiry now demanded is impo slble the mo- 
tion ought to be rejected ag it can have no otlicr tendenty than to 
e-rposc the senate and the nation to ridicule and since If it eoultl 
be performed it would produce consequences fatal to otir govern 
ment as it would expose our most secret measures to our enemlec 
and weahen the confidence of our allies 1 hope eiciy man who 
fi^ards cither his own reputation or that of the senate or pio 
fesses any solicitude for the pubbek good waU oppose tho motion 
Lord j^uiREMOoN spoke to this efiect •--Sir I am alwaj’s Jn-t 
dined to suspect a man who endeavours rather to terrify thin per 
uade Lxaggcrations and hyperboles ore seldom made o e of by 
him who has any real arguments to produce The rca-onableness 
of this motion (of which I was convmccd when I first heard it, 
and of which 1 believe no man can doubt who is not afraid Of thii 
enquiry proposed by it ) is now in ray opmion eviflcod by the weak 
Opposition which has been made by tht honourable gentleman to 
whose abilities I ednnot deny this attestation that the cau^e which 
he cannot defend haS very bttle to hope from any otlier advocate 
And surely he cannot, even by those who whenever ho speaks, 
stand prepaied to applaud him be thoUj,ht to have produced any 
formidable aigumcnt against the enquiry who lias advanced little 
more tlvan that it is impossible to be performed 

Impossibility IS a formidable sound to ignorance and covwirdice j 
but experience has often discovered tliat it js only n sound uttured 
by those who have nothing else to say, and courage readily sur 
mdunts those obstacles that sink the lazy and timorous into de pair 
Tliat there arc indeed impo*sibihties m nature cannot be denied 
There may be schemes formed which no wise rrtan will attempt to 
execute because he will know that they cannOt succeed but urely 
the examination of arithmetical deductions or the consideration of 
treaties and conferences cannot be admitted into the number of 
impossible designs’ unless as it may ometimes Iiappeny tho trea 
ties and calculations are unmtclligible 
The only difficulty tliat can arise tnuat be produced by the con 
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fu'^ion anti pciplcvitj of our pubhck tniTi''Artionn, thf' inron'i';?cnc> 
of our licalic“?, and flic falH( lou'-nc?'; of our c=ftiniaff , but I bop' 
no man mil uiijc fbcsc a*; aiguincnf'; njpunit the tnntjon An en- 
quiry ought fo be promoted, that <onfii-ion in.) b( rfductd to 
oidci, and that the disinbufion of the pubbcK nioniv ina\ be ngu- 
lalcd II the evannnaf ton be diniuilt, if ought fo be •^peedd) p''r- 
foiiiicd, because Iho-c difTicidfics aie d.ul) cnem-iug . if it li* im- 
possible, it ought to be attempted, that fho,e nitthods of forming 
calculations may be changed, which mal e thorn impossible to be 
examined 

I\Ii Fowkfs lephed in the manner folhi.ung — Sir, to tr^at 
with contcmjit those arguments wtiuh <.annot ifs^dilv be {'nswited, 
IS the common jimctice of dnputant'. , but as it is contrary to ’hcl 
candour and ingenuity whieli is iii'-cp inibh- fiom /c d for jinticc 
and lore of tint h, if .ihiajs imsi > a susjiu inn of piuatciuns, and 
of designs, which liowciei tbe\ miy be conciahddn spicioiis ap- 
pearances, and iclicincnt jiiofcssioiis of integid) and smceiit), 
tend in reality to the jiioinotion of «omc scciet mlcrc'.f , or tin gra- 
tification of some dailing passion It is reasonable to imagine, tlut 
lie who, in the examination of pubhck questions, calls ip tin a-sist- 
ance of artifice and soplnstra, is acluati.d iwthcr bv the nigc of ]irr- 
secution, than the aidoui of paliiotism, tint he is puiMtiiig an 
enemy, rather than detecting a cumm.d, and that he declaims 
against the abuse of powet in another, onlj that lie may more easily 
obtain it himself 

In senatorial debates, I haic often knomi tins method of easy 
confutation yiractised, sometimes with more succciS, and sometimes 
with less I hai colten know n i idiculc of use, w hen reason has been 
baffled, and seen those affect to despise their opponents, who haic 
been able to produce nothing against them hut artful allusions to 
past debates, satmeal insinuations of dependence, or hardy asser- 
tions unsupported by pi oofs By the«e ails I liaie known the young 
and unexpeiienced kept in suspense, I ha\e seen the cautious and 
diffident taught to doubt of the plainest ti uths , and the hold and 
Sanguine persuaded to join in tlie eiy, and hunt down reason after 
the example of then leaders 

But a bolder attempt to disarm argument of its force, and to 
peiplex the understanding, has not often been made, than this 
which I am now endeaiounng to oppose A motion has been 
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made and seconded -for an enqmry to winch it js objected not that 
it IS illegal not that it 13 incomenient not that it is luincccssarv 
but that it IS impossible An objection more formidable cunnot in 
my opinion easily be made nor can it be imagined tint those 
men would think any other worth) of an attentne cMmmation, 
who can pass 01 cr this ns below their regard jet even tins has 
produced no answer hut contemptuous raiUcrj and violent evcla 
matiop 

^Vliat arguments these gentlemen require it is not easy to con 
jecture, or how tho e who di approx e their roeasurca miyiviHiiny 
hope of success di pute'igmnst them Those impetuous pints that 
break so easily through tlie bars of inipo ibihtx wall scarcel) suflTer 
their career to be slopped by anj other restraint and it my be 
reasonably feared that arguments from justice or law or policj 
pill haxe little force upon these danng minds who in the (ian$]X)rts 
of then* newly acquired vicforj trample impossibility under their 
feet and imagine that to those who haxc xanquished the mmisti) 
pvery tlung is pncticahle 

That tins enquiry would be the woik of years that it will cm 
ploy greatei number* than were exer deputed by tins House on uch 
an occasion before that it xxould depnvc the nation of the coun 
gels of the wisest and most experienced membeis of thi Hou e (for 
such only ought to be chosen ) at a time when ull Europe is m 
arms when our allies arc threatened notonl) with *.ubjection but 
annihilation when the Ficnch arc reviving their anc ent chemes 
and projecting the conquest of the continent and that it will there 
fore interrupt our attention to more important affairs and duable 
us from rescuing our confederates is incontestably ex ident nor can 
the xvisest or the most experienced determine hoxv far its conse 
quences may extend or inform us whether it mav not expose our 
commerce to be destrojed by the Spaniards and the liberties of all 
the nations round us to be infnnged b) the 1 rench xvhether it may 
not terminate in the lo«s of our mdejiendence and the destruction 
of our rehgpon 

Such are the effects which may be expected from an attempt to 
make the enquiry propo ed e0ects to which no proportionate ad 
vantages can be expected from it since it has been already hoxx-n 
that It can never be compleated and toxxbich though the indefa 
ligable industrj of cunosjtj or jnahee should at length break 
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tlnougli nil obstacles^ and lay all Ihc lian'J.aotioni of twcid) )c 
open to the norld, no discoxeiic^ \’vm>ld bo etjunabnt 

That any ical discoveries of mi'-tondiul would b'^ m ido. tlpt th-' 
anteicst of oin countiy would be found f \ir lo bavt bten 1 irih n •- 
glected, 01 licacbnnusly bctr<ijLd> lb il anj of our lights liwo h' < u 
citlici jicldcd bj cowaidicc, oi •^old bv av.uico, nr lli it oui onu U''"' 
have gamed any advantage Old tn bj the fomuv.iuci oi ignorance 
of oui nnnisteiE, I am indeed vciy fai fioin bcbtimg, but is 1 am 
now cndcavounng to tonvince tho-o of Ihc mipmpiu'v of thi' mo- 
tion, who have long dcclnicd them eUcs of a difii u nl opinion, it 
may not be impiopei lo ,l^K, wlial n(b.Mit'’ire tbev ptojH) e bv dt- 
lecting enors of twenty joais, winch mo now irretruv ibh , of cn- 
(^luring into fiaudulent pmcticcs of vvbicdi the aiitboi- and the 
agents aic now probably in tbeir gnwcT, and t-cpo-'iiv '- nirvwir«v, 
of whicb all the inconveniences Imvc been aluadv Lit, and which 
have noa ceased to aficcl us. 

If it be wise to neglect oui present intcrc-'L for the «• iV of cn- 
t^uuing into past miscaniagcs, and the cnquu'j now jiTO})o=cd be m 
itself possible, I have no objections to the pK’-ent motion, but a*- I 
Uiinlc the confused slate of Emopc demands oui ulmo-t attention, 
and the piosccution of the war against Spun is m it'clf ol 1 ir more 
impoitance than the c\ttmuiation of all pist tran= iction-, I c'uinot 
but thmh, that the duty winch I owe to nn counti) lequuxi; lint 
I should declaic myself unwilling to concur m any jiropoiil, that 
may unneccssaiily divert oui thoughts or distract om counsels 

Loid PnncivAL then lose, and spohe to the following jnu'posc — 
Sir, to discourage good designs bv icpicscnUlions of the danger of 
attempting, and the difficulty of executing them, has been at all 
times the pmclice of those whose mtcicst has been tbicatcncd by 
them A piiate nevci fails to intimidate his pm suet 3 by c\a<rgci- 
atmg the number and icsolution of bis crew, the sticngth ot lus 
vessels, and the sccuiitv of his ictreals A cheat discourages a pio- 
secution by dwelling upon lus knowledge of all the arts and subter- 
fuges of the lavv'j the steadiness of Ins witnesses, and the cxpeiicntc 
of lus agents 

To raise false tcrrois by aitful appeal anccs is p ait of the art of 
war, noi can the general be denied praise, who, by an aitful dispo- 
sition of a small body, discouiagcs those enemiCs fiom attacking 
him by whom he would certainly bo ovOrcomcj but then surely 
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the appeamnde ought to he tieh as miy reasonably be ctpcctcfl to 
(deceive for a stratagem too gross onlj produces contempt and 
confidence and adds the vexation of being ridiculous to the calamity 
(of b mg defeated 

rTiether tins will be the fate of the advocates for the ministry I 
am not obl-^ to determine , but surely they have forgot the resolu 
lion with tvhicb their euemies bore up for manyjears against their 
snjenonty and the conduct by winch at last they defeated the 
united influence of power and moncr if U^cy hope to di courage 
them from an attackj bv repn cnting the hulk and tr^Ogth of their 
poper fortifications Tliey have lo t all memory of the exci«e and 
the comention who can believe tlieir eloqutn o sulficiently power 
ful to evmce that the enquny now propo*ed ought to be numbc’^d 
^raong impo*tsibiUties 

^Vhoever Sir, is acquainted with then mctliods of negotiation, 
will indeed easily believe the papers sufhciently numerous and the 
task of examining them such as no man would willingly undertake, 
dbr it does not appear for what end the immense sums which late 
ecnates have granted were expended cjcepi for the payment of se 
cretanes and ministers, and cminers But whatever care has been 
employed to perplex every transaction with useless circumstances 
and to crowd every office with needless papere it will be long before 
they convince us that itis impos ible toexnrome tliem Uieyxnay 
doubtless be in tune peru ed though perhaps they can never be 
understood 

Tlie utmost incomeniedcc Sir that can be feared is the ncces 
sity of engaging a greater number of liands than on former occa 
aions and it will be no disagreeable method to the publick if we 
employ some of the clerks which have been ictained only for the 
sake of gratifying the leaders of boroughs or adv ancing the distant 
relations of the defenders of the mmrtr} in unrav elhug those pro 
ceedings which they have been hitherto lured only to embarrass and 
in detecting ome of those abuses to winch the w dl of tUeu masters 
has made them instrumental that they may at last deserve in some 
degiTe the salaries which they have enjoyed ma / requite the pub- 
lick for their part of its spoils by contributing to the punishment 
jof the principal plunderers and leave their ofifite of which I hope 
the number will be quickly diminished with the atis^dction ofhar 
irg lie erved at Ja.t the thanks of tlicir countiy 
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By thi ‘5 cxpcfliCjit, Sir, Ihc enquiry '' >11 l>c inifle nt lonM pnMible, 
nnd I hope, though it sliould ••till jtmain difficult, tho'r v.ho hi‘.<' 
so long stniggled for tlic pi c“-cn .il lon of Ihcir tountn, .’lul w n 
ha^c at last 'cen their lahouro icuardtd with sum will not ht di - 
couraged from pui-suincr iL 

'jriic necessity of such .in enquirj v dl grow c\crj d i\ more m£:t nt , 
because w iclvcd men will he hardened in tonfidi nn of in)puniiv,nnd 
the difficult}, such .is it is, will he encu.iircd hy tury d< Ln , for 
Avhat now makes an enquiry difficult, or in the «t}h* of th> -f imght y 
politicians impossible, hut the length of tunc that li is tlip <d ‘•mce 
the last exertion of this right of the •^onilf, and the inultitiide of 
tiun^actions which arc ncces-anU (o he ix.unincd ' 

IVhat IS this }cai an iik^-ome and tedious l'i4., will in anothtr 
ycai reqimc still more patience and 1 diour and thmuxh I lannot 
bclieic that it will cici hcconie unjiO'Sibh, it will undouhttdlv in 
tune he suditient to wcaiy the most actuc indu'-tr}, and to dnf ou- 
ngc the most ai dent 7cal 

Tlio chief aigument therefore that h.is been hitherto employed to 
discouiago us fiom an enquiry, ought rither, in my opinion, to in- 
cite us to it We ought to lemcmbei, th it while the tncmits of our 
countiy aic foitifying theni'icbcs behind an cndic's imdtiphcily of 
negotiations and accounts, every ilay adds new st length to their tn- 
tienchments, and that we ought to force them while ilics me yet 
unable to resist oi escape us 

Su William Yongf then epoke, to the follovmc: ifiut — Su, 
however I may be convinced in my own opiiium ol the imjiraf t ica- 
bility of the cnqiiuy now pioposcd,whatcvLi confideiuc I nia\ upo'C 
m the extensive knowledge and long expcucnce ol tho'C, b\ whom 
It has been openly pionounccd not only dilficult but inijios^’iMc, I 
think theie aic aigumcnts against the motion, which, though pei- 
haps not stiongci m themselves, (forwhat objection can be stionccr 
than impossibility’) ought at least more powerfully to incite us to 
oppose it. 

Of the impossibility of executing this cnqiiny, those who have 
proposed it well deserve to be convinced, not by aiguments but cx- 
penence, they deserve not to be du cited by persuasions from en- 
gaging- in a task, which tliey hav e voluntarily detcumned \o under- 
go _ a task which neithei honour, noi vutue, noi neccsSitv has im- 
posed upon them, and to which it may justly be suspected, that they 
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would not hare ftilimillctl upon any olhci’ inotiw Uian thtwe b) 
which their conduct Im liithcrto been gciicrall) dircdctl ambjhon 
and rcwntmenl 

Men who uj»nn juch pnncijlci condemn Ihcnuch’M to hlnnirs 
which tlirvcinnot upport ureljilc-cnclnpcrwh in Ihcciccuiion 
of ihcir own project (o lie otcmhclmetl hy the burtheni which 
the) >mc hid upon them chci and to stifTir thcdjL.^cLwhic}i al 
W‘aii*it(cnd<llicundertnker»oflmpf»s«nbiIitics| and from which the 
pmren of mllleo and ruhcule uhtch ihc) ha»c to aucci*MfuII) div 
fihjcd on tliL* om mn wdl not ttesufnDcnt to defend Uicm 

Tliey lia'r milced Sir with great copHWi ne*s nf language and 
great fcrldit) of imagimtinn «ho m the wraltnc^tof eupjHwinc: Ihw 
cntiutfa itniXH ihle the* lia» e prnpiwni a method of jicrforming it 
whicli th y hope will at once confute mt! Imfnte tluir opponents 
hut all thtir md}cr\ and nil thnr nrgunjfnt< Imre In rwht) been 
thrown away upon an attempt to confute wjji nerer tra< adranced 
Tlicy haic fir*t m« f^ken (he a •ertion which they oppov and then 
«po fd iti alnunlity tlie) hatr introdum) a hugbev nnd then 
altemjitnl to tgtnhzc tht ir eourage and tJ» Ir abihtie bv ihovnng 
that it cannot fn„ht Ihenu 

flic hunounlde gentleman Sir who first mentioned to you the 
impo4 ibiliti of (!u enqtun >pohe only ncconhog to (he commou 
acccplatioti »f wonl and «a« far from intending to Imply natural 
and phd ><op’riciI im(»>aibih(y Jft wa* fur fnna intending to fn 
iiniialt tint to examine any rcrics of Iramactlon^ or penue nnr 
number of j»aj»cn lutibeil nn nlworditv or contranctr In the wta 
bh luxl oialer of nature h did not intmd tn rmk (hi ilei^nwlth 
tho<eof bud hn„ in (he an or|niit)pingout theoex tn( he Intendeil 
only to o^ert ri nioml or {rfipular ii»{xr9ibih(v to show that the 
scheme Wd .1 nut pnclicabic hut by greater numbers than could be 
conveniently riiipluycd iipun it or in n lougrr space of time than it 
wai rational loo. ign to it ; os wesav it isimpowiblL to nifc groves 
upon rocks or build ntics in deserts; by which we mean only to 
imply tint there is no pruportron between the lm{KirtRucc of the ef 
feet and the force of the i luscs which mint operute to produce it; 
that the tod will be gnat and the nrlvantagc little > 

In sense Sir< and nothiogbut mahee or perverseness could 
Itave di covered any other tbi motion may b trulv said to be net 
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possible; but its impn-ibi!tlv ouf^bt <«> be latb.u fhr- r si.' of fl ' 
svho make, than oflbo e tint oppn e it , uid t! '‘u'foie I '.u'li ’ j 
before the House otlif'i k \ h'(ii,uulf* . tlr ^ f.'ii b.'.r • i h 

imU dcteuiiinc int to vote atriu' f it 

It ainnot be doubte i but lb p ij r i .. \,i u b mu .1 o.i ») “ on 

be examined, conliiiii a i^i. at mmibrrn* p.i' I'l tmu m vbi li 

the intcicst of Ibc nitio.j an 1 tlic ho'j' in f/onr ).<r am tifjUui 
to be eonci-dcd The s itnn of i'oIk* • iur h tbf Irirub in.f, 
widiin the ] ist cent ur\ , inf in li‘f d into fh* uotl'l, i.' mu’ lufo- 
liation innic ncca-i>.n V than lu am p.K (ilinjr time V, h it s u for- 
mcily peiformed bv fleets and aniiu''-, lis itu'i.* i ni , , and !r>f- 

tlos, has been oflate accomplulicd m mon ‘ili nt n diol I nijnres 
bate been enlaigtd uithout blnoddicd, and n if mu', j diie^d to dn- 
titiss without the rasagei, ot boild" armie , by ibc diuimution of 
tbcir comincicc, and the alienation of tboii allio. 

For this icason, Sn, it lias been nccc'C in frequentU to rne: ige m 
pniatc ticafics, to obiiatc designs 'omctinias uiath, anti at other 
tirafcs perhaps unrcasonablv suspected It has b"cn jirnpci to act 
upon remote suppositions, and to conclude alliance's uhtrli vnt 
only to be publickly on ned, in consequence of nieasun s tnl cn by 
some otlici powers, which meisuics wcic ‘^ometinu = bud "'Me, and 
the treaty tiicictoic was witliout ctli'ct In some of tin h proM'ion- 
ary contracts, it is exn to conccuc, tint designs wcic innuvl not 
to the adiantagc of sonic powers, whom ^ctwcdo not tirat ene- 
mies, which w ere onh to be m'’de piiblick b\ the cxci nt lO'i of them 
in otlicis, pciliaps some concessions were m ule to us, lu eon-ulera* 
tion of the assistance that wc piomiscd, bj winch the weabn>^ 5 = of 
our allies may be di-coicrcd, and wliicli wc cannot disc Ime without 
malang then encimes moic insolent, and ca-’ro iiing that dmgci 
from which thej apply to us for secunty ind pioicction 

If to this repiesoiitation of the nature of the papeis, with rhich 
Our offices haie been filled by the negotiations of the last twenty 
years, any thing wcie neemsary to be added, it may be firthei al- 
leged, that it ha.’, long been the practice ot cyciy nation on this, 
side of tlie globe, to procuie pruafe intelligence ot the dc'-igns and 
expectations ot the neighbouring poyveis, to penetrate into Hie 
counsels of princes and the closets of ininisteii,, to discoicr the in- 
structions of ambasradoi-s, and the oiders of generals, to Icain the 
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mtention of fleets before they we equipped and of armies before 
they are Jened and to provide not only against immediate and vi 
«ible hostilities but to obviate remote and probable dangers 
It need not be dechred in this a-sembly that tins cannot always 
be done ^nthout employing men who abuse the confidence reposed 
m them a practice on which 1 shall not at this time trouble the 
House with my opinion nor interrupt the present debate by any at 
tempt to justify or condemn it This I think may be very reason 
pbly alleged that whether the employment of such persons bo de 
feasible by the reciprocal pncticc of nations or not it becomes at 
least those that comipt them and pay them for their treachery not 
to espose them to rengeince to torture or to rum not to betray 
these crimes which they have hired tlicm to commit or g»e them 
up to punisluncnt to which they Imc made themselves liable only 
by their instigation and for their advantoge 
That private compacts between nations and sovereigns ought to 
be kept inviolably secret cannot be doubted by any man who con 
sldcrs that secrecy is one of the conditions of those treaties witli 
out which the) had not been concluded and therefore tliat to dia 
cover them is to violate them to break down the securities of hu 
man society to destroy mutual trust, and introduce into the world 
universal confusion Tor nothing Jess cm be produced by a dare 
gard of those ties which link nations m conredtraacs and produce 
coafidance and, security and wluch enable Uie w cak by union to re 
fist the attacks of powerful ambition 

How much it would injure the honour of our Sovereign to bo 
charged uitli tlie di solution of concord and the subversion of tlie 
general bulwaiKs of piibhck futli it js superfluous to cvphin To 
t know the condition to wluch a compli mcc with this motion would 
reduce the Entisli nation we need only turn our ejes dowmnidi 
upon the hourly scenes of conunon lifo we need onlj attend to the 
occurrences which crowd per|*etu3lly upon our view and con ider 
the calamitous state of that mao of whom it is generally known 
that he cannot be trusted and that ecrets commimicatcd to bun 
arc in reality scattered among mankind 
Everyone knows that such a man enn expect none of theadran 
tages or pleasures of fnendslnp that he cannot transact affaire with 
others upon terms of equality that he must purchase the favours of 
those that are more powerful than himself and frighten those into 
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coni])lnncc \%iUi 1n^ designs A%ho h i\c any tlitnj^ to f.' u fro.n hun , 
tint ho inn‘'t jj^nc nncominna ••rcuuly for {Ik porfonmneo of 5.i» 
co'cnant'-', lint lie can liavo lui inllutiioo hut tint of inonce, 
which wil’ jJiolmhly Ik-Cohio over} clu If •>, that hi-' Mirio---' vail 
multiplv h‘n ( nciiiica, .intl tint iti ini-loitiinr ho v.ill ho vith*- 
outiifuoe 

The condition of nation-- colloctmh i onaticn d n not (hflftont 
from that of pin ale nun, then luo-'pcnti nprodmed h) the mhio 
conduct, ind then riilainltiui drawn upon Ihtni !>_. the ‘satno cijor', 
ncghgcnccA, oi ciinics, and thciefoie, --iiuo he that lulns}- t* 
in pinatc life, indi-;pntaI)K (orlt iti ho- c 1 iini In tiu^f , irid -mcc ho 
that can be no longti tni-tcd is on tin* hrniK of niin, J ennnot hut 
conclude that, as h) this iiioium idl the -nitt-, of nui lantnmnnt 
must be nieutably hetrued, ui) duU to hn Mapsu, my hue of my 
country, and my oblig-itione to di-eharge with fid- lily tlu trie I 
Avhicli my constituents h nc c-onfened upon mo, ohlure mi tn op- 
pose tt 

Mr LiaiLCTos then lo-e, and spo’-e to this enicl — ^ir, it d- 
wavs portends well to tlio-o who dispute on the side of tiaith and 
reason, when then opponents apjicu not wholly to he lurdcncd 
against the foicc of aigumcnt, when they -cem dc-nxu'- to gi-tn the 
Mctoiv, not b\ Eupcijoiitj of numbers hut of m’-on, and attempt 
ratlici to commee, than to tenify 01 bnhc Toi though men ire 
not in quest of tiutli themsches, noi dcsiious to point it out to 
others, yet while they aic obliged to speak with an appcai'ance of 
Sincerity, they must ncccssai ily iflord the unproiudirrd and atten- 
tive an opportunity of discmenng the light While they think 
themsehes undci a necessity of icasomng, they cannot but show the 
foice ot a just aigument , by the unsucccssfulness of then cndeai ours 
to confute it, and the piopuety of an useful and salntan motion, 
by the slight objections wdiicli they mise against it riiey cannot 
but find themselves sometimes loiced to discover what they can ne- 
vei be expected to acknowledge, the wc<akness of their owm reasons, 
by deserting them, when they ate piessed with contrary assertions, 
and seeking a subterfuge in nevvaigumcnts equally inconclusive and 
contemptible They show the supenonty of their opponents, Tike 
othfei troops, by letrc iting before them, and forming one foitjfica- 
tion behind anothei, m hopes of vVearynng those whom they cannot 
hope to*iepuloe < , 
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Of this camlnct trp lia»p InJ almih nn in lanfc in (he |irr<cnt 
debate n thlnte iranarrti uitli ucli»L;<w>r on!cr aiwi resolution 
cs shniTs (he admntarc ofn^ilsr ih cijilmc I'm?* conti 

noed ntnl preset tint (rmjH tna\ retain (heir il ill nn 1 *] int cten 
when (let are dcjTitetl of llial leader In ttlios; inslnietioni (md 
example th t ttere iniW tn! for ihein MJk'Ii first (lilt tnoliontvai 
oriTnl It >frmt (n liate Ijeen Ihclre’isef hnj<* (o dnrrt m from It 
In oufcnesof jnny>* I’lititf Isfrcptrsentinijlto (he I'etnan 1 of men 
unaeqiEiintn! with (I r Kate of otir oTiret nr the nnllijhcilj of 
Iran actiont in which IW In Vfi!i;r»We IntJi Xty of mir mmnlcrs 
has been rmi lotTi!; and (het hate Ihetrf irc riidrttoorcil (n per 
snade ut tha( thev are onit <h cotinf^n': tis fn»m nn intujwWe 
laljonr and mlti «t todesi I frum trea un=» ttlucli ttc cannot 
lire to aeeomplitli 

Hut ttlen (het found Sir that (Imr ntions pnxhjced 

memmenl Inttcatl of tenor that their opjitnrntt were determined 
to trt (heir #lrer;;th npnm 1 imprwjtbthl) that they irrw moltni 
to launch out into this Unmd’ess oer-m of enijtiirr nn oertnof 
Ttliieh tJier l-are lieen IjoU}^ toll dial it hat nHtliersliorc nor bot 
lorn ami tint whorrer renturrs into it iiuHt be tmt aUnit fur life 
when they di^eotrml Hat this «-i< not nl Ir toihahetnirrrtolutlon 
or mot 0 111 to nnv odier ditproition tli^ thoti:;ht it projicr to rx 
I lain nita) (heir m ertioo ofuniKietil Hitt bj making n hind of dis 
linrtion Isetttrcn diingt tm|io«sibIc and thin/;s trhich cannot be 
iserfunrcil ond fiodinp it neers an tornLaiprtlielrpieo tlicjhatc 
note n crte«l (Iiat (hit cnqmm belli impo‘tib’i. nnd inexpedient. 

Its Imjio* ibility Sr has l>xn airr'dt niffielcnlly di. oil sod and 
shottn to mean only n difficultr ttldeh the tin hdrulne«s of otir mi 
nislers iias producal for tran idiom cm onlj produce diflictillica 
to dic enijiiircr tthen fliej an. cotifii- nl ; nnd eoiirusion can only be 
(he effect of Ipiorance or nr* 1 xt 

Artifice IS indeed ont moiraourccorptriilexit) j itisthelntcr 
eat of that man who*e cause i* bail (osjeal iinintcihjpbly in thede 
fence of it nnd of him whose octions c mnot bear to be examined 
to hide them In dt orrlcr to in^agr Ids pursuers in a labyrinth that 
they may not trace his steps and di cotcr his reln-at f nnd what in 
tncacies may be produced by fraud co 0|>craiiuf, with sublilt) it u 
not possible to tell 

1 donothoweter behete, tliatoU tlicart oftvicktdncjscancIodL 

Voi n E 
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the enquuies of a Biitish senate, quickened by zeal for the publick 
happiness The sagacity of oui piedccessors has often detected' 
cRimeS conceakd With moie policy than can be ascribed to those 
Whose conduct is noiv to be examined, and diagged the authois of 
national calamities to punishment from then daiKest rctieats The 
expediency tllei'cfoie of this motion is now to be considered, and 
sufely It will not require long leflcction to piovc, that it is proper, 
When the nation is oppressed with calamities, to enquire by what 
misconduct they weic bi ought upon it j when immense sums bare 
been raised by the most oppressne methods of exaction, to ask why 
they Were demanded, and how they wcic expended, when penal 
laws have been pai bally executed, to examine by what authonty 
they wfcie suspended, and by what they weie enforced, and when 
the senate has for twenty years implicitly obeyed the dncction of one 
man, when it has been known throughout the nation before any 
question Was proposed, how it would be decided, to search out the 
motive of that regular compliance, and to examine whethci the mi- 
nistei was levcienced ioi his wisdom and vntue, or feared foi his 
powei, 01 couited for the publick money, whether he oWed Ins pic- 
valehce to the confidence or corruption of his followers^ 

It cannot surely be thought inexpedient, to cnqnne into the rea- 
sons foi which our merchants wcie for many years suffcicd to be 
plundered, oi for which a wai, solicited by the general voice of the 
whole nation, was delayed, into the reasons foi which our fleets 
were fitted out only to Coast Upon the ocean, and connive at the de- 
parture Of squadrons and the tlanspoilation of armies, tosutfei our 
alhes to be invaded, and oui traders ruined and enslaved 

It is lU my opinion convenient to examine with the utmost ri- 
gour, why time Was granted to our enemies to fortify themselves 
agaiusl us, while a standing army pi eyed upon our people ’ Why 
forces unacquainted with the use of arms were sent against them, 
under the command of leaders equally ignoiant ’ And why we have 
suffered their ptivateers in the mean time to rove at large over the 
ocean, and insult us upon our own coasts > Why we did not 
rescue oui sailors fiom captivity, when opportunities of exchange 
were m oUi power’ And why we lobbed oui mei chants of then 
crews by rigorous impresses, without employing them either to 
guard our trade, or subdue oui enemies ’ 

If the senate is not to be sufFei cd to enquire into affans like these. 
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it 13 no longer any sccunty to the people tint they ha^e the nght 
of electing representatnes and unless they mav carry their enqui 
ncs back s far as they sliall tlimk it nece sary the most acute sa 
gacitr ma\ bt. easily eluded can es may bo very remote from their 
consequences the oiiginal motive of a long tram of wicked mea 
sures nn\ he hid m some private trinsaclioo of former 3 ears and 
tho c adv intages which our tnemies have been of late suffered to 
obtain VI ere perliaps old them at ome forgotten congress bj ome 
secret article 

Such are probably the prirate tran actions vvluch the honouinble 
gentleman is so much afraid of exjioyng to the light , transactions 
in which the interest Of tins nation ba^ been mean]} 3ie]ded up by 
cowardice or oldby treatheiy, m vvluch Bnlain has been consi 
dered Ob a prov ince ubordmate to oroe other country 01 m which 
the minister has ennclted himscli b) tlie acndcc of the publick 
rights 

It has been indeed alleged with some degree of candour that 
many of our tieatics vrcie provisions against mrasions which per 
iiaps were never intended and calculated to defeat measures which 
only our own cowardice dt po cd us to fear That such treaties 
have indeed been made Hanover u asuflicientvvitne*s but how 
ever frequentlv thev mav occur tbcj may surely be discovered with 
verv little di diantnge to the nation j they will prove only the 
weakness of tho e that made them who were at one timemtimid 
ated b) chim ncal terrors and at another lulled into confidence br 
airy <ecunty 

Tlie concessions from foreign powers which have been likewise 
mentioned ought suixly not to be produced as arguments against 
the motion f<»r what could more excite the cunosityof the nation 
if indeed this motion wyre in reahtj produced by malevolence -or 
resentment ^ If none weie expected to concur in it but those who 
envied the abilities 01 liad felt (he power of the late minister it 
might be perh ips defeated bv uch insinuations for nothing could 
more certainly regain his reputation or exalt him to more absolute 
authority than proofe that he had obtained for us any concessions 
from foreign powers 

Ifany advantageous -terms have beengninted us hemustbecon 
Tested to have so far discharged his trust to his alhes that he has 
kept them rnth the utmost caution from the knowledge of ihe peo* 
E 2 
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pic, uho h.nc hcaid during all lus admiuHtmtion nf nothing but 
subsidies,- submission, and compliances paid to almost c\cn'piince 
on the continent who has had the confidence to demand them , and 
if by this enquiry any discoiciy to the di«ad\antage of our allies 
should be stiuck out, he may with gicat sincentj allege, that it was 
made without his consent 

Anothci olycction to this cnquii'y is, that the sjnes which arc re- 
tained in foreign courts ni ly be detected by it, that the canals oFoui 
intelligence will lie foi ciei stopjicd, and that we ‘•hall hcnccroith 
bare no knowledge of the designs of foicign jioweis, but wh.it m.iy 
be honestly att lined by pcnctiation and t\ptricncc Spies arc, in- 
deed, a 2 ,encialion foi whose sccunti 1 hare not much icgard, but 
toi w'liom I am on this occasion less 'ohcitous, as J believe \ cry' ft u 
of them will be affected by this motion 

'Ihc conduct of our ministers has never discovcicd such an ac- 
quaintance with the designs of neighbounng piinccs, as could be 
suspected to be obtained by any uncommon methods, oi they have 
very little unpiovcd the oiipoil unities which caily mfoiniation put 
into then jiowci , foi they have always been bafllcd and deceived 
Eithei they have employed no spies, oi their sjnes have been di- 
rected to elude them by false inttlligence, or true lutclhgcncc ha^ 
been of no use , and if any of these asseilions be tnic, the jmblick 
will not suffei by the motion 

It was justly ohscivcd by the honourable gentleman, that a painl- 
lel may be piopeily diawn bctvveen a nation and a pnv.ate man, and 
by consequence between a trading nation and a trader Let us 
tlieiefore consider what must he the state of that tr.ader who shall 

i ’ 

never inspect or state his accounts, who shall suffei his servants to 
traffick in the dark with lus stock, and on Ins ciedit, and who shall 
permit them to transact bai gams m his name, without cnquuing 
whethei thciy aie advantageous, or w'hethci they aie peifoimed 
Every^man immediately mai ks out a tradei thus infatuated, ason 
, the blink of bankruptcy and luin , eveiyone will easilv foresee, that 
his servants will take .idvanlage or his cieduhty, and pioceed hour- 
ly to grossei iiauds, that they' wdl giow iich by betiay’mg lus in- 
terest, J^hat they will neg;lect his affau's to piomote then own, that 
’ they wBl jiluncler him till he has nothing left, and seek then for 
employment among those to whom they have lecommended them- 
selves Vy selling then trust His neighbours, who easily foresee lus 
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ajiproacliingmisei} retire from liim iltjrocs disunite tlicirbusi 
ncas from Ills and loa\cbitn to fall williout invoking others m hi’ 
rum ' 

Such nubt be the fite of a trader whom idlcnc'S or a blind con 
fidcnce in the intognlj of others hinders from ittcndin^ to his ow n 
♦ifriirs un!c-s he rouses from hii lumber and acoieis from bis in 
fatuation And whit h to be done b^ the nnn wbo liaving for 
more tium twentj ^car3 neglected so ncce 'virjnnem|)Io)mcnl linds 
what oubt ncci^ anlj be found in much )l s limi. la nccounts 
pcrjdcjcd )jb credit deiircsscd and h» j/Turs ih onleitd' 'IMiat 
renuins but that licsuflcr that di order to proceed no farther tliat 
be resolutcl} examine all the transactions which he has hiUicrln 
merloohcil tlut ho repair those errors which are jet rttriesablc 
and reduce his trade into method tliat lie doom tlio«c cnants, b) 
whom he hi5 been robbed or dcccncd to the punislnncnt which 
tbc/descne ind rccotcr from them that wealth which thej hate 
accumulated bj rapacity and fraud’ 

Cy this method onl) can the credit of (be trader or the nation be 
repaired and this is the method wtucU the motion recommends, n 
motion With which therefore citiy man maj be expected to com 
ply who desires that hu country should onev more recoicr its in 
llucnct and power who wi lies to etc Ilritam again couiled and 
feared and her momrch considered as the arbiter of theworld tiu. 
protector of the true religion and the defender of the fibtitics 
of mankind 

Mr PiiiLMrs spoke in substance as follows — Sir I am so far 
from btlieving tint there is ilangcr of cxjwsing tlie spies of the go 
ternment to the ro®cntment of foreign princes by compljing with 
this motion that I suspect the opposition to be produccil cluclly 
from a con.ciousoe«s, tint no spies will be di coitrcd to ha\e been 
enlplo}cd and that the secret scnlcc for wJiich such large sums 
hare been required will apjienr to Iia>c bexm rather foi the senice 
ordome<tick tlian of foietgn traitors and to ba>e been perfomicd 
rathci in tin House than m foicign courts 

Secret service has been long a term of i,reU u e to the numstcis 
of this nation n term of art (o which such uncommon efficacy has 
been bitlicrto mine cl that the people have been influenced by it 
to pay taxes without c\i«*cting to be infnimed Jiow they were ap 
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plied, haMJifX fiocn ront rut uifh Ir m r fnld nlK n fli fiKjUi,! Intt^r 
thru piopcilu.';, that ih< \ v nr t mid, ,p d m “ < ' 

bcrncc 

Scctcl triucr I ronf< nc to liair ill, mip', d ti 'i ution-, 

ot which (lie a'p'Uts weir ••(Cut, thoif''Ii (i’< fltnt*. u<!< ir h)f 
When M.ulhoioim:h difc.iUd (hi I'nrrh, wiun hi luuuti mm d uU 
tlicii 'ili'al.igoin^, olni.itrd dl thru < 1 , i< ii-, and di < t ui d ill ti.fir 
expectations, hrclniptd llu iuIimh vith ! ‘aur foi ‘•rir*t 
\icc, which weir, itnh'd, cheiilidh aliouf'd, h > lu ' tia luiprt- 
anre niul realilj oftlit ^enicr wnr appurnt fioin it* Han- hut 
^,hlt acl\ \ntago- can nui niitmti n ho 1*1 f,r hwing uht-urd in 
twciitj je.ii- In the mean-' ol tluii uiti llurnuf * Ot Ir u’aom hue 
tlict, within that pmod, not Ikmi ilnnnd In i u-r ,ipp irauni? 
When we puicha-r *-iciLt s, i\ki at *-0 c*-’ u a r iti , li t it i{,{ * »r th it 
we icallv obtain what we])U foi, though tin im in h, nlr It it s< 
obtained ate hejit iinpencti'ahU -ot i( I Wl,iiL\ir(iu \i ' fuhi' of 
the intclligontc is not due oseriblf, it muirKjii-t to 1 n {uu> , whr- 
thei oui money IS iiol deni uidcd foi otlm puipou'i-, whi th* 1 w< an 
not m lcaht^ lining with our own inom\ aiinit-, to t n*-! ue, 01 -r 
nators to hctiwy u- 5 , 01 entiehing an ataiinoui iiuni'-tti, v htU we 
imagine ouisehcs contnbuting to the puhheh Sfcunt\ * 

Colonel CiioLstoMiri 1 1 icphed, to tin folhmingflhet — ^'11, it 
has been in all fougoiiig igts the tii>*om ioi men to epr ih of the 
government with lencicnec, c\en when thf\ ojipo-rd its nua^urr^, 
01 projected its dissolution, noi has it been tbmiglil ill an\ tune 
before oui own decent 01 scintoiial, to gne wi'} to saint* oi iinct- 
tive, 01 indulge a petulant uiiagination, to endcaioui to Itiel all 
oidcrs by contemptuous uncctions,’ 01 to rnuit the jiopuiaco, by 
echoing then hnguage, 01 adopting ihcii seiUnncnts 

Thismcthod of gaming the icput ition oi ))alnoti-ni, has been un- 
known till the piescnt age, and icseiicd toi the ji'esent leadeis ol 
the people, who will hate the honoin to stand leeoided as the oii- 
ginal authois ot anaichy, the gi cat sub\ci (eis of ordci, and the fii-t 
men who daied to pronounce, that all the sec lets of go\cinmcnt 
ought to be made pubhek 

It has been Intheito undeistood in all nations, that those who 
x\eiemtiUsted avith authoiitji, had likewise a claim to icspcct and 
conBdence, that they W'cie chosen fbi the supeuoutj of their abiji- 
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tic or the reputation of tlieir tiitue nnJ that therefore it was 
reasonable to con to their immgrmcnt tin cliiection of such af 
fairs as bv their own nature require ecrecj 
Jjut (Ins nnticnt iloetnne b» which ub<>rdination has been eo 
Jong prcscnccl w now to be fctovitlcfoi new principles winch ma) 
flatter th** pnflc and incite the pa. i wi of (he peojilo we arc now 
to be told that affairs me onl) htpt ecerct hccau e (hr) will not 
bear examination that men conceal pot llio c tranioclions in which 
they hme succeeded hut thoacin which thej haic faded that they 
arc only inclined to hide their follies or their crimes and tliat to ex 
amine their conduct m the most o|vn inariKi t onl) to secure (he 
interest of tlie pubhcl 

TJiiiS li 05 the nation hcen (aught to cxj*ce( (hat tlic counsels of 
the cobiact sjioult] be dispersed m the pubJick pajiers i that (heir 
governors should declare the motires of tlicir inea ur* and di co 
ser the demands of our dhes/ nnd tiic soheinc of our pohc} ; and 
tlat tJie jicople should bo coasiilteil upon cicrycmogcncc and cp 
joy the right of in timeUng not onh tlicir own representatives but 
the ministers of the crown 

In this debate the mention of eocret treatu'S has been recused 
svith contempt nnd ridicule Uic mmisurs havebeen upbreidcdwlth 
cluraerical fear* and unnecessary provi lom ogam t attacks which 
ncicr were designed tlicy liaic been alleged to liave no other ui 
ten. t in view tlian their own when they endeavour to nibleod en 
quircrs nnd to have in rcalit> nothin^ to 1 cop from piibhck \iew 
but tlieir own ignorance or wit-kcdncss 
It cannr t surely be seriousl) asscilcd by men of knowledge ond 
expencnce tliat there arc no designs formed b) wibc governments, 
ot which the success depends upon secrecy nof can it be asserted 
that the enquiry now pitiposed will bctra> notlung from winch PW 
enemies maj receive ailiantage , 

If wc should suppose that nil our sch niesarccitlicrfully^ccon} 
plished or irictrievabh defeated it will not even then beprulent 
todiscovci ihcni since thej will enable ourcnemies to form conjcc 
turcs of the future from the past and toobvmte licixaftcr (ho same 
designs when it sliall be thought necessary to resume (hem 
But in reality nothing IS mow- irratioual tliin to suppose this 
a safi-r time than anj other for such general diacoycnes for wJiy 
should it be imagined that our en^igemciits are not still depend 
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mg, and our ti caties yet m force ’ And wliat can be moj c diblionour- 
able or imprudent, than to destroy at once the -whole scheme of fo- 
leign policy, to dissolve oui alliances, and destroy the effects of sucli' 
long and such c\pensnc negotiations, without first c\amining whe- 
ther they will be beneficial oi detiimental to us ’ 

Nor IS it only with lespect to foicign affaiis that seciccy is ne- 
cessary, there are undoubtedly inanj domestick transactions which 
it IS not pioper to communicate to the whole nation 'Iheie is still 
a faction among us, which openly dcsiics the subs crsion of oiu pre- 
sent establishment, a faction, indeed, not powerful, and w'hich 
grows, I hope, evei-y day weaker, but which is favoured, or at least 
imagines itself favoured, by tliose who have so long distinguished 
themselves by opposing the mcasuics of the gmeinment Against 
these men, w’ho=e hopes aie levived hy evety commotion, who stu- 
diously heighten every subject of discontent, and add their outenes 
to every clamour, it is not doubted but mcasuics aie foimcd, by 
which their designs ate discovcied, and their nicasines broken nor 
can it be supposed, that this is done without the assistance of some 
, who are leceived with confidence amongst them, and who probably 
p^s for the most zealous of their pai ty 

Many other domestick occasions of e-qience might be mentioned, 
of expence which operates in puvatc, and produces benefits which 
are only not acknowledged, because (hey aic not known, but which 
could no longer he applied to the same useful puqioses, if the chan- 
nels through which it passes were laid open I cannot therefore 
foibear to offei my opinion, that this motion, by which all the se- 
crjcts of ourf government will be discoveied, will tend to the confu- 
sion of .the present system of Europe, to the absolute lum of oui in- 
terest m foreign couits, and to the embari-assment of oui domestick 
affairs 1 I cannot therefore conceive how any advantages can he 
expected, by the most eagei peisecutois of.the late ministiy, which 
can, even in their opinion deserve to be purchased at so dear 
a rate , ^ i 

fj^r Pitt then spoke to the following purpose — Sii, I know 
notby-p^hat fatality tlie adversaries of the ^ motion aie impelled to 
assist their adveisanes, and contribute to tlielr own ovei throw, by 
suggesting, whenever they attempt to oppose it, new aiguments 
against themselv es 

It has been long observed, that when men are drawing near to 
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destmclion thtr ^re 'ipjnrcnlU Utpriicd <»f tlicir understanding- 
end contribute bj tli'ir o«n foil) to Ihr c Cahnutics with uhicli 
thev afclftrcalcncd liut which ftiiglit bj a difTircni conduct lie 
«omctlmcs deinred *11115 has iinclj non liapptnM td the tetenh 
icliucatc^ for nn all olnte-ind wnaccoiinfililc nimidt^ whohaicdw' 
cohered on this occasion l>) the wcaknc<s of their rtsUtitice tint 
thunhihfics art decJinini,j and I cannot but Iio tc tint llieomen 
wni be fidnilcd i ftnd that their ln*‘atintion svd) be qidcklv fulloluil 
by their rum ' ' ‘ 

To touch in this ilohifc on our iIonie<Iitk aflairs to mention (lie 
ill tnbution of (he iiublick morr\ an 1 to di enrer Iheir'fcar Icit 
the wap in ssJiicli it has been di biir««l should by tills enquirj b^, 
discovered to rccal to the minds of their opponents the imincn-c 
sums which have been nnnualU demanded and of which nonrcount 
has been }xl glien i* iurel} the lowest degree of wcaknosS and 
imprudence. 

I am so far from being eonvinew) tlial ww danger can arise from 
fhu cnquirj that I beticic (he nation can onlv be Injured bj n Jong 
neglect of euch ccanunatlons nnd that n minister j> t-isd\ formid 
able when he lias exempted himself b) a kind of prr cnption trom 
exposing his accounts and has long had nn oj |>orlunityof cmploj 
ing the pubhek iiione} In multiphinghisd jicndants enriching Ills 
hirelings enslaving boronglis tuid comipting fcintia 

Tliat thoac halt liocn in reality the pun*o cs for which the (axes 
of iiiany)car8 Iiasc been squandcml is siifncicntlj apparent with 
out an enquiry have wastcil sums with which the Trench in 
jnirsuancc of (heir new pchcmc of cncrcasing their influence w6uld 
have been able to piircliase the submission of half the nation^ oftlic 
earth and with w Inch the 'monarclis of Turope might haie'bccn 
held dependent on a nod these thej'luaiC wusted only (d smk oiir 
country into disgrace to heighten the spirit of impoU nt enemlei 
to destroy oui commerce am! distress our eolomes ' 'Me have pa 
(icntly sufTcnal during a peace of tweiitv years those raxes td'bi 
extorted from us by which a wnr might haid been siTpjiortc^ 
against the most yiowcrful ndtion and haiefecb fbern't?ngfilphcd^ m 
the boundless cxjicnccs of the gwemment without bi-iiig able' to 
discover any other cfllct from them than thb ?stiblii!iment of hii 
111 tcrial tyranny ' ’’a 

There hasj indeed been araongtlic followers bf the court a rc^ 
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gulai suboulination, ami exact obcdwnct , nni h.i-* anj mm been 
louml haidy enouc^h In niect the clidal f'« of the ciaiulM/ifr Jaitj 
man who has lecei^cd hi« jnj, In'" with crieat claairulnc'''' < oinjilud 
with hi^ command-^ , and e\ci} ni.m wlm h i- hdd rnc po I oi ofliri 
vindei theciow’n, hasrenh nth coiiMdcrod hnn'cli .i-sCnh-tMl hvihr 
mini'itci 

Bnt thcAisiblc jnnuenre of jii ices, linvciti dcsti net we to the con- 
stitution, not the chief inntwcofan (nr]uii} , an cmjuin miphc- 
something ‘'Ciict, and I'a intended to ch-cincr the pm ate mctho>h 
of extending dcjiendcnce, and pi opagat mg c ni i opt ton , tie’ nu Uiod* 
by which the people liaAo been in(lutnc‘'d to rhoo,i Iho-i iiiru foi 
represen tat nci Avho=p ]innc!ph thej dete t, andwho-c rondnt t thrv 
condemn, and b\ which those whom their ronntn ha- tlic'cn for 
the gitaidians ol it“i hbiitiC', h.utbc’cn iiidncc 1 to support m Ihi’; 
House mtuisiiics, which m cvetj othoi ph’cc thev have made lu* 
ECiuplc to consul c 

When we chall examine the distiibulion of flu puhliiU tie i«uic, 
when we shall enqniich} what conduct we hive been dtbirrrd from 
the honours of wai, and at the came time dopinci! ol the hl(-,ing< 
of peace, to what causes il is to he impiiiid, tint oni dchi^^ have 
continued dining the long-continued fraiupnlhtv of Iciuojic, nc .ily 
jn the state to winch they woic rai-ed In fighting, at mil own c\- 
pence, the general quan cl of mankind, and win thc’-mking fiiml 
a kind of inviolable deposit appiopuatcd to the payinonl oi oui cic- 
ditors, and the mitigation of oui taxes, has been troin ven to ic u 
.diverted to veiy diffeicnt uses we shall find that our lieasure has 
been exhausted, not to humble foi cign enemies, or obv lat e ilome tu k 
insuirections , not to support onr allies, oi siipprc's om faction-?, 
but for ends which no man, who feels the love of In', conntiv jet 
unextinguishcd, can name without horroi, the puich c-c of alliances, 
and the hue of votes, the coriaiption of the people, and the cxalta- 
,tion of Fiance 

Such are the discoveries which I am not afiaicl to dcclaic, that { 
expect from the enquiry, and theiefoie I cannot but think it neces- 
sary, If those to whom the administiation of afiaits has been foi 
twenty yeais committed, haie betrayed then trust, if they have in- 
vaded the pubhek lights with the pubhek trea5iuc,and made use ol 
the dignities which their country has conferred upon them, only to 
-enslave it, who will not confess, that they ought to be delivered uji 


I 
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to sjjccdv justice ? Tliat they ought to be set os Ian J marks to pos 
tentv to ^vnrn tIio<c’i\l]oeliill licnnflcr launch out on the ocean 
of ifilucncc and power not to he looconfidcnlof aprosperousgale 
but to remember that there irt rocks on wh ch Tvhocrer rushes 
must incsitabh [icn h' If thevnre innocent, nnd far he it from me 
to c]<.c]-irc them giiiltr without examination ivliomsstll this enquiry 
injur * Or \ihat cficcts wall it produrr hut that which crerx man 
appears to tie-in. thcrc-c«Liblishmtntof the publicl tranquillity a 
fii-m confidence in the justice nnd wisdom of the gosemment and 
a general reconciliation of the people to (he ministers * 

Colonel AToRDAOsr s|jokc th it In substance as follow** — ^ir 
nolw itli landing the zeal w ith which the honourable gentleman lias 
urged the necessity of tins cnquliy arcalofwhich I think it nuv 
at least he said that it is too schement nnd acrimonious to be the 
mcrciesultofpubhck epint tmnuxedwith interest or resentment, 
lie has }ct been so far urvntcccssful m Iits reasoning tlial he lias 
not produced in me an> consiclion or weakened any of the Im 
prc&.ions which the arguments of thcKC w horn he opposes had made 
ujion me 

He has contented hunsclfwith recapitulating nmeofthe benefits 
s>Iuch may lie liojiod for from the enquin ho has represented m 
the strongest terms tin' suppo^cil luiscondiict of the ministry he 
has aggrasnted jll the appcaronccs of wickedncs nr negligence aniT 
llicn has inTirrcd the usefulness of a general enquiry for the punish 
inent of past offences and the prmcrtion of the like practices in 
fiitun. times 

Tliat he Imducoscrcd great qualifications for imcctnc and that 
his declamation was well calculated to inflame tiioscwho ha%cnlrca 
dy determined their opinion and who are thcriforc only iTsfraincd 
from such measures as aic now rccnniimndcd bj natural caution 
ind cdatencas 1 do not dem but surclv be dots not expect 
to gam pro ch tc h) a trtions uilliout proof or to produce any al 
teration of cntinicnfs without attempting to answer the aigumenfs 
which liase been offend against his opinion 

It lias been urged with great npjiearanci. of reason lint an cn 
qiiirj such as is now propo cd with whateicr prospects of ven 
geance ofjustice or of adv intage it may fhtter us at a distance 
will be in reality detnmcntal to the public! because it will di cn 
ser all the secrets of ourgoifcmment lav all our negotiations open 
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to the \vorld, will show what powers we most fear, or most trust j 
and furnish our enemies with means of defeating all our schemes, 
and counteiaeting all om measures 

This appears to me, Sii, the chief aigumcnt against the motion, 
an argument of which the force cannot but be discovered by those 
whose interest it is to confute it, and of which, therefoie, by ap- 
pearing to neglect it, they seem to confess that it is unansweiable, 
and therefore, since I cannot find the motion justified otherwise 
than by loud declarations of its propriety, and violent invectives 
against the ministry, I hope that I shall escape at least the censure 
of the calm and impartial, though I ventuie to declare, that I can- 
not approve it , and with regard to the clainoious and tmbulent, I 
have long learned to despise then menaces, because I have hithei to 
found them only the boasts of impotence 

Mr Cornwall made answei to the following puiport — Sir, if 
to obtain the impoitant approbation of the gentleman that spoke 
last, it be necessaiy only to answei the aigument on which he has 
insisted, and nothing be necessary to produce an cnquiiy'bJt his 
approbation, I shall not despair, that this debate may be concluded 
accoiding to the wishes of the nation, that seciet wickedness may 
be detected, and that our posterity may be seemed fioin any inva- 
sion of their hberty, by examples of the vengeance of an injuied 
people 

|_lhe House divided — ^The' yeas wunt foith — For the question 
242 , against it'244 — So that it passed in the negative by -a majo- 
rity of two ] 
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HOUSE or LOIIDS 

1>EI!\T£ ON A MOrfOS lOK 1 OEUMIPMNO CMDCSCr DELATIKC 

TO TUP cosnucr op the pafl or onropo * 

I7ie falloiBing debate having been produced by an occasion very tineom 
wion and mporlant tl is nce^sart/ lo gae an account of such trans_ 
actions as may contribute to tllustrale it -j 

The Prime ^hnisler being driven out of the House of Commons by the 
prevalence of those teho from their opposition to the measures of 
the court teerc termed the country party it vas proposed that a 
committee should Le appointed to enquire into Oic conductor 
* publitk afCiirs at borne ^nd abroad during the last tu entt 
)ears but the uiotion icasrgceted 
It teas afterwards moved * Tliat a tommittec sliould be appointed 
to enquirt. into the conduct of Robert Tail of Orford during 
the last TIN years m nlucli lie trw first Commissioner of tho 
Treasury and Chancellor and Under TVeoaurer of the Exchc 
* quer which was earned bu 2^2 to 2 lo 1 ^ 

A committee of one and twenty being chosen by ballot and entering 
upon the enquiry called before them fllr Gibbon who declared 
himself agent to d Roltclcr and said that Haiiclcv being a candi 
dale for Wcndoi er and finding that no success was to be cjpwcted 
without uOOl sent a friend to ^ Paxton tuth a letter and that 
he saw him return with a greil number of papers in which he said 
were bills for uOO/ 

Bottelcr and his friend lemg examined conjtrmed the ieslimony of 
Cibbon and Bottelcr added that he sent to Paxton as an officer 
of the treasury acquainted with those who had the disposal of 
money that his claim to the faiour which he ashed arose from a 
disappointment in a former election that he naer gave for the 
money any security or acicnowtedgment, nor considered himself in 
dehted for it to Paxton or any other person 
Paxton being then examined refused to return any awicer to the 
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fjHChtion of the committee, because tbr ansuci nugbt tend to ac- 
cuse biinsell Which rcaioii was allcg/il hij others for a lilu re- 
fiisal 

The committee findni" thiir oi'/tiirus dtithd, hi; this pi/ a frtr srmni, 
svlnch the laws of Biilain allow to It utltd, reporUd In the Com- 
mons the obstacles that thcij met uith , foi the rimoial of v Inch a 
bill uiw brought in like that of vuUmmtij , whu h hniiug pms/ d 
the Commons, prodtued in tli/ Jloitsc of Lords a dthatr, in vhoh 
the gicatcst men oj each pnrtij tinted the utmost fan c of thnr 
reason and elotpi/ ncr 

The bill being read ti second time, and a motion made fir Us bang 
referred to a tommitUc, 


Loid CAurrivrT S]iokc to tbii cfT* cl — Fvlj Lon!-, ns the qi fsu/ui 
now before us is ot the lughcit iiupoitancc both to the ]irc--cnt igc 
and to postcriUj as U ni,'\ (br«.tl the piotccdmjrT of tlu coniis «)f 
justice, picscnbc llic toiii-c ol {lublick enqiinic-, and bj ton-c- 
qucncc adect the piopeilN oi hie ol ciciy Ij'iui in tbia \5-cmbl\ , I 
hope xt mil be debated amonj>:.t us \Mtbout the aenmonj mIucIi 
aiisesfioni the prejudice of pail y, oi the MolenccMluch la pixiduocd 
b} the desire of \icton, ind tint (he controict-j iidl bo anunated 
by no othex passion than /c,xl foi justice and lo\c of tuith 
For in) part, iny Loida, I hue ica‘=on to bcbcie, that mam pro- 
fessions of my smccxit} mil not be neccssaiy on tliia occision, be- 
cause I shall not be easdj suspected of anj paitnlity m faiom of 
the noble Loxd to uhom this bill imniedi.itclj x elates It is ucll 

known to your Lordships hoiv licely I have eensmed his conduct, 
and how invariably I have opposed those ine.isiiics by which the 
nation has been so fax cxasiierated, that the bill, now undei oux 
considei-atxon, has been thought nccessaiy' bj the Conmxons to 
pacify the geneial discontent, to restore the publick tranquilhtv , 
andtorecovex that confidence in the government, without which 
no happiness is to be expected, without which the best xncasuics 
will always be obstructed by the people, and the justest reinon- 
stxances disxegaided hj the court 
But howevei laudable may be the end piaiposed by the Commons, 
I cannot, my Lords, be so fax dazzled by the prospect of obtaining 
it, as not to examine the means to which we are invited to concur, 
and enquire with that attention winch the honour of sitting in 
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Hnu c hat ma V Hh t)ut\ ulicthcr (Im are «uc}i a haiclxmi 
jniiti 1(1 our niirrUur* tu h a» arr in-KTlhcU h) the hn or 
Mjrrintcil !n |»ni I nvr 

JTp cautiju in\ I^irxJ« t\Uh ulueh ct f ancrstora hate alua)s 
pri ecrdi'i} tn ni juln t I nliirJi Jj‘‘ crd-ntli jiroj^^My or rrjnjta 
lion «ai rniliu^nTtl iSt tmstiilt or rl l-nt llic )i»j;h drprrc of 
Iii\ «Ij li »r<juiml In oJ ’ rntt* to tml c It n iiiHiarnt 
projiwl conti Ifjfj li unUrnilljr hronn nor m Jt iHcx:«tir) to 
hvw llidr < bt j irlindt- rmrijiV?, b*ra 1 1 bcinp^ no Jr J 
soljtjlotit for ilic uil‘’irc of fbur |v>«tfrit» ilum f r tlicjr tntn tln'v 
ncre cirtful to rx'ctinJ iliclr ♦rntl'n n » In Ja«» nt I niaiulrt an I to 
prescribe «jtb the ^tron-'ot n icijoiu to inrcrttljn^ {j-iirmimcnK 
wJ It Ihtv inti ducorc'rd I»v tl ir o\ 7 i ref'^tjon* orbern faufjlit 
by tlictr prc»IcT»‘»'«>: 

Tfierconji bn%l mi onU I o*v pmi the JianJdifp- 

of b In* Uiijt ilh ciJii'fnirrd I iit JjLmoe I nw mocha man ml;,ht 
»ijT(.rb\U>n fl lysrcu rnli b nr much )ic 1 r bora »rtl by 
1 |»*t;^cotion fin 1 lion #cn (’ I» I>r nil,M frl tlir i!i‘crtce of ft 
Iml rhn Knr v ilut to l>c r’nrj rd pnJl IfTijihnl ton r tie* 
pre of rej n 1 b nnd tbit It nwim at I ast f >r nn inf rener 
that tl e hm in < inihitt of thr |<vn« « iirni<cil \ra< #uch o* n»i c It 
jinil lb! tint Ilf u 5 ttiJl nurr twcinl iJcin hr BUTncitJ lire 
kjirn lint iJ,e cfnlulilt of m nir mlt,l l vlmll the cl«n,i ii}xn crl 
iltncc tbit sla« n^rclol l> the rmirt nrdibatibPcrcncrof j irtv or 
prnatc quarrel nn^hl |ro»oln. othm to pmjmpitt irporti ore* 
pubh lull ticrt nhttj hi tlirir o«ii opinion th-j irrrr fuincicntJy 
confuinli nnd tlist tlurrfni on Iiinm'cnt man mi^ hi bnfnush In 
infinij bj a gruum!lc »4 thart;r iIkxi^U he chtnild r caj*c any legal 
jicnalf) 

/t In'* llunfiii nn Ltinl been Inmirin mlh rstahh bed m 
thnniljon tint non) n on be nj pn.hei dul c r lall'ilinlo qu« 
tbn foraujcrinu lilMlurc >biU l*c | roof— 

Hrst tint tluiX I « tvr/ j delicti » trhr ir illy and vnibly 
corm/uUtd thus b^fon a j ctxn W x iiud out fur enquinoff 
after a muni nr It ma t lu* npj ircnl tint a murihr Ins brc.n |)i.r 
pctritcd the dead bod} luu t Im cxfo cd to a jut) nnd it must op 
licarTo them tint he rb I b} ilolcm-o It U not suIHcicnt that a 
m-in b loit anltlntiil frobiblothit h « munlcrcd btciust no 
other reason of hli abicne* on br aju^ncd, he mu*t ba found 
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with the maiks of foice upon him, or some circumstances that may 
make it ci edible, that he did not ])ensh by accident, oi his own 
hand 

It IS requiied, sccondl}, ni} Loids, that he wlio apprchends any 
person as guilty of the fact tlius appaicntly committed, must sus- 
pect him to be the criminal foi lie ii not to take an opportunity, 
afforded him by the {ommwsion of an illegal act, to giatify any 
scciet malice, oi nanton cuiiosity, oi to diag to a solemn evamina- 
tion, those against vliom he cannot sujiport an accusation 

And, my Lords, that suspicion ma\ not ravage the icputation of 
Biitons without coutioul , that men may not give way to the mcic 
suggestions of malevolence, and load the chaiacters of those with 
atrocious wickedness, whom pci haps they have no ic.il icason to be- 
lieve moie dcpiaved than the bulk of mankind, and whose failings 
may have been e\aggeiatcd m then eyes by contiaiiety of opinion, 
or accidental competition, it is required m the third place, my 
Lords, that wlioevcr apprehends oi molests another on suspicion of 
a crime, shall be able to give the icasons of his suspicion, and to 
prove them by competent cv idcncc 

These, my Lords, ate thicc essentials which the wisdom of our 
ancestoishas made indispensably pi cvious totheanest oi impnson- 
ment of the meanest Biiton, it must appear, that theie is a ciimc 
committed, that the person to be seized is suspected of having 
committed it, and that the suspicion is founded upon piobabihty 
Requisites so reasonable in then own natuie, so necessary to the 
.piotection of every man’s quiet and icputation, and by consequence 
so useful to the secuuty and happiness of society, that I suppose 
they will need no suppoit oi vindication Every’ man is mteiested 
in the continuancp ot thio method of proceeding, because no man 
IS secure from suffering by the mteiimption or abolition of it 

Such, my Loids, is the caie and caution which the law diiects m 
the first pait of any cimimal piocess, the detainment of the peison 
supposed guilty • nor is the method of tiial piesciibed with less re- 
gard to the security of innocence 

It IS an established mavira, that no’inan can be obliged to accuse 
himself, or to answei any questions which may,have any tendency 
to.discover what the nature of his defence requires to be concealed. 
His guilt must appear either by a voluntary and unconstiained con- 
fession, which the terrois of conscience have sometimes extorted. 
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and the notonely of "the 'cnnfe has ht other times produced or by 
' the deposition of such witnes cs as the jury shall think worthy of 
belief i i 

' ' To the'credibilitj of an\ witness it is alwtiys requisite that he be 
diainterestwi thaf his ovm cause be not involved in that of the 
person wlio stands at the bar that lie has wo prospect of adiancifig 
^his fortune clearing lus reputation or securing his life ^ For it is 
^ made too plain b} d uly examples that interest will preiad oier the 
virtue of most men and that it is not safe to believe those who are 
atronglv templed to deceive ' 

Theie are cases my Lords where the interest of the peison 
otferinghis ei idence is so apparent that he is not even admitted tO be 
heard andhny benefit whiehmayposSbly be proposed isadmilted 
as an olgectionto evidence and wcakens'it m a measure propor 
tionate to the distance of the prospect and the degree of profit 
Such are the rules hitherto followed in cnmindl proceedings the 
Violation of which has been always censured a» cruelly and oppt'es 
sum and peihaps ahva^s been repented even by those who proposed 
and defended it when tiie commotions of party have 'subsided and 
the beat of opposition and resentment has given way to uopleju 
diced reflevtion ‘ 

OS these niles m 3 Lords it is not necessary to produce any do 
fence from the practice of distant nations because it is sufficient in 
the present case that they are established by the constitution of tins 
countrj to which e-very Bnton has a right to appeal, for how can 
any man defend his conduct if haiing acted under ode lavv he is 
to be tried b\ another ’ ' 

Let us therefore mj Lord apply these rules to the present bill 
and enquire what regard appears to haie been paid to them by the 
Commons 'and how well we shall ob ene them by concurring m 
their design ' ' 

' Wthrcspect to the first ly^wluch it is required that there be a 
known dnd manifest crime it doCs not appear to haie engaged the 
least attention in the other House for no fact 15 specified ^in the 
bill uponhihich a prosecution can be founded and therefore to' en 
\qmre after evidence is somewhat preposterous it is nothing lesi 
than to invite men to give then Opinion without a subject and to 
answer Without a question \ , ''i h » $1 

It may beurged mdeed that there is a umief'al discontent over 
Voi 11 F 
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Ihc whole nntion, that the clamour agam'l (he person mentioned 
in the bill, has been continued for many jears j that the mfiucncc 
of the nation is impaired in foicign countries , tiiat our treasur) ii 
exhausted, that oiu liberties hue been attacl-cd, rmr propertic* 
invaded, and our morals conaiptcd, but these arc act onlv nunours. 
Without proof and nithout legal ccilainty , which ma) indeed with 
great propriety gne occasion to an cnquirj, and perhaps by that 
cnquirj’ some facts may be ascertained winch nny afford sufUacnf 
reasons for faithoi pioccdmc 

But such, mj Lords, is the form of the hill nnu before us, that 
if it should pass into a statute, it would, in ni\ opinion, put a slop 
to all futmt cnepury, by inalcuig tho'c incap ible of giving evidence, 
W'ho have had most oppoitdnitics of Knowing those tranmetion®, 
which liave given the chief occasion of suspicion, and fimn whom 
thcrcfoic the most important inform ition imt‘-t naturally be ex- 
pected 

The first requisite qualification of a witness, whether we consult 
natural equity and leoson, or the common law of our own countia , 
IS disinterestedness, an indificrcncc, with rcgaid to all outward 
tiicumstanccs, about the event of the trial it which his testimony 
IS rcquiicd. For he tliat is cjdlcd as a witness where he is inter- 
ested, IS m reality giving evidence in lus own cause 

But this qualification, my Loids, the hill now bcfoic us manifestly 
takes avva^ , ioi ev eiy man who shall appeal against the pci-son into 
whose conduct the Commons ate cnquii ing, ev idcnOy pi omotes, in 
the highest dcgice, his own intcicst by his evidence, as he may prc- 
clude all examination of his own behaviour, and secure the posses- 
sion of that wealth winch he has accumulated by fraud and opjires- 
sion, or perhaps preserve that life which the justice of the nation 
ihight take away 

Nothing, my Loids, is more obvious than that this ofiei of in- 
demnity may produce peijury and false accusation, nothin^- is 
ihoie probable than that he who is conscious of any atrocious vil- 
lainies, which he cannot certainly sccuie fiom discovery, will snatch 
this opportunity of committing one cume mote, to set himself free 
tiom the dread of punishment, and blot out his own guilt for ever, 
by charging Loid Oifoid as one of his accomplices 

It may be mged, my Lords, that he who shall gne false evidence, 
forfeits the indemnity to which the honest witness is entitled , but 
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Jet us consider why tins sliopld be now rather than in any former 
time accounted a sufficient security a^inst falshood and perjury 
It 13 at all times Cl imina! and at all times pum hable to commit 
perjury , and jet it has been hitherto thought necessarj not only 
to deter it bj subsequent penalties but to tal^e awaj all previous 
temptations no mans oath will be admitted m his own cause 
though olTered at the ha 2 ard of the punishment indicted upon per 
jury To offer indemnity to imite evidence and to deter them 
from false accusations hj the forfeiture of it even though we should 
allow to the penal clause all the efficacy which can be expected by 
those who proposed it is only to set one part of the bill at variance 
With the other to erect and demolish at the same time 

But it may be proved my Lords that the reward will have 
more influence than tlie penalty and that every man who can 
reason upon the condition m which he is placed by this bill will be 
more incited to accu e Lord Orford however unjusllv by the pro 
spect of security tlnn intimidated by the forfeiture incurred by 
peijury ‘ 

For let us suppo e ni} l/irds a man whose conduct exposes 
him to punuhment and who knows that he shall not long be able 
to conceal it wlut can be more apparently Ins interest than to 
contrive such an accusation as maj complicate his own wickedness 
with some tran^'actions of the |»erson to whom this bill relates’ He 
mav indeed be possibly confuted and lose the benefit offered bj the 
state but the loss of it will not place him m a condition more dan 
gerous than that which he was in before, he has already deseiwed 
all the serentv to avhich peijury will expose him and by forging a 
bold and well connected calumny he has at least a chance of 
escajnng ' 

Let us suppose my Lords that the bill now under our consider 
ation assigned a pecuniarj reward to any man who should appear 
against this person with a clause by which he that liould accuse 
him falsely shoultl be dismi sed without his pay would not this ap 
pear a method of prosecution contrary to law and reason and 
justice’ l\ould not every roan immediately discover that the 
vntn s es were bi ibed ard therefore they would deserve no credit ’ 
And what is the difference between the advantage now offered and 
any other consideration except that scarcely any other reward can 
be oSlred o great and coii.equenth o likely to influence ’ 

F2 
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It IS lo be rcmcnil)tic(l, tb.il the |)ntion“ of bill rnubtitiY 
call foi icstimom fioin tbo alnmlontd niul Ok profluntf- from 
men \Yliom tbc\ ‘'Oppo'C neri'^anls to ronfi'-t them o\^n in 

llu’ii (lejio'itions , .ind <suicU uKtchc-. bUe ibe^L ouirlit not to I)- 
solicited to pcijun In tlie oflir of n lev. iid 

IIow cnicl must 'dl nnp.irtid sprc.1 vtoi^ of the publuk tnnme. 
lions aceoiint a piosceutmn like this' \\ b it Mould bi xoni I^trd- 
sbips’ judgment, should }ou n mI, lint in am dot mt a'^f, oi u- 
motc countn, a man ua-* condemned upon tin tndtmc of p'r-on 
jnibhekly lined to accioe Imn, md nhn, b\ th* ir oun confi "-ion, 
Aveictnutois to thou (ountn ' 

That Mickcdnc=s, in\ J-oid-,, *,honld be f'lirp'tfd bv 
and justice iigoioush c\ircuod uj on public^ nib ndi r , i- the on* 
contioicilcd intcic^t of c\ci 7 countn , and tlunfore it i- not tu 
be doubted, that in all ages the ixlhttions of Iht m ' ■’I nv n hut 
been employed upon the mo't proptr uutbtyb of dttrttnnr of- 
fences, and since the =cbemc mm piopo-ad ba-. mvtr bicn pra'- 
tiscd, OI ne\ca but b\ (be moH opptt-''-i\c t\rmt-Y, m tin mont fh- 
gitious times, it is mUlcnt, tint it ba'^ been thmti;Ut mcoiui-teut 
Mitb equity, and of .i tendency contnry to jiublitk liappmt~' 

I am leiy fai, my LouU, from dc-inng tint any bn ub of ui- 
tional trust should C'Cape detettmu, oi tb it i pubbtk ollut siiouhl 
afibid sccuiity to biibcn, cstoition, oi toiniptum. I am fai fiom 
intending to patiom^c the tonducl of the penon mentioned m tlio 
piesent bill Let the Commons piutccd uith the utmost 'ticrili, 
but let them not deiaatc from justitt If be has foifeitid Ins foi- 
tune, bis bonoui', oi bi> life, kt them by a legal proce-.<, be tit-im 
from him , but let it always be con^ideivd, lb it be, like cieiy otlici 
man, is to be allowed the common uiotbods ol self-defoncc, tb it 
he IS to stand oi fall by the laws ol bis countn, and to nlam the 
privileges of a Biiton, till it shall appiai tint be lias foifeitcd them 
by lus Cl lines 

To censure guilt, my I-xirds, is undoubtedly necessary, and to 
enquire into, the conduct of men in powei incontestably jU't, but 
by the laws both of hcaicn and caith, the means as well as the end 
arepiesciibed, reciinn lecie, legitumnn Icgitimc fatwndtnu , we must 
not only propose a good end m oui conduct, but must attain it by 
that method wbicb equity diiccts and the law piescnbcs 

How well, my Louis, the law lias been obseiied Inlbcilo on tins 
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Decision I cannot but pro]io^ that jour Lordships sliould consider 
It IS nell known that the Commons cannot rfaini a right to idmi 
nister an oith and tliereiore can only eiatnine witnesses by simple 
mterrogatones That the) cannot confci upon a committee the 
]iower which thej have not tbenisehcs js mdiihilabl) certain and 
therefore It 13 cv ident that thev have exceeded theirprivileges and 
proceeded m their enquiry b) methods vv hich the hws of this nation 
will not support 

That the) cannot my Lord> in their own right administer an 
oath they apparently coiifc by the practice of calling m on that 
occasion a justice of the ptact who as soon is he has puformed 
his ofEce 13 expected to retire Tins my Lords is an evident elu 
Sion for It la always intended that he who gives an oath gives it 
m consequence of his right to take the examination, but in this 
ca_e the witness takes an oath coram nonjudice before a magistrate 
that has no power to mterrogate him and is interrogated by tho e 
who hare no right to require his oath 

Such my Lords ts my opinion of the conduct of the committee 
of the House of Commons of w|iom J cannot but conclude that 
they hare assumed a right which the constitution of oui govern 
ment confers only on )our Lord hip as a house of enate a court 
of judicature and therefore cannot thinl it piuilent to confirm 
their proceedings by an approbation of this bill 

Ihe Commons may indeed imagine that the present tate of at 
fairs makes it necessarj to proceed bv extraordinary methods they 
may believe that the nation will not besati fied without aducovery 
of tho e frauds which have been so long jiracti ed and the punish 
ment of those men by whom they have so long thou^^ht thenuelres 
betraved and oppressed but let us con idci that clamour is not 
evidence and that wt ought not either to recede fiomju tice or 
from our own rights to afi.f) the expectations of the pco{Ie 

To remonstrate against tbia invasion of our pmil ^es my Lord 
might be at this juncture inipropei tl e di piUi. mi^Iit iii tins 
(i ne of commotion and uci sitiidc ili ti \ct flie attention of those 
to whom the publick aifairb aie tonunitttd rt f ird the bii ines of 
tl e nation and give our cocmiLa llio e advantages which tlicj can 
never hope from their own coarajjO tii pohev or strength It may 
therefore be pmdent on thu. occasion only no to admit the right 
which they have a umed to satisfy oui-'clvea with retaining our 
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piiVilegcs, without leqnumg any further confirmation of them, 
and only defeat the miasion of them bj i ejecting the bill, v.hich i3 
indeed of such a kind as cannot be confirmed without hazarding 
not only our own lights, but those of ciciy Buton 

For here is a species of testimony invited, which is hitherto un- 
known to our law', and from which it may be difficult to tell who 
can be secure the witnesses are requned to di'^closc all matlem re- 
lating to the conduct of Lord Oiford, according io the best of their 
knowledge, remeinh ante, oi belief A foim of deposition, my Lords, 
6f great latitude , a man’s belief may be inllucnced by the rcpoi t of 
others who may deceive him, by liis obscnafion of cii cumstances 
either remote m themselves, or imperfectly discoiercd, oi by his 
owm reasonings, which must be juat oi falkacious according to his 
abilities , but which must yet haic the same effect upon his belief, 
which they will influence, not in proportion to their real strength, 
but to the confidence placed in them by himself 

There is only one case, my Loids, in w’hich, by the ooromon 
course of proceedings, any legard is had to mere belief, and this 
evidence is only accepted on that occasion, because no other can 
possibly be obtained When any claim is to be detei mined by WTit- 
ten evidences, of which, in oidcr to piove their validity, it is neces- 
sary to enquire by whom they wcie drawn oi signed, those whoaic 
acquainted with the writing of a dead person, are admitted to de- 
liver, upon oath, their belief that the wiiting asciibed to him, was 
or was not his, but such secondary witnesses aie never called 
v^’hen the person can be produced whose hand is to be pi ov ed 
There is yet anothei reason toi which it is impiopei to admit 
bilch evidence as this bill has a tendency to piomote It is well 
known, that in all the courts of common law, the person accused 
13 m Some degiee seemed from the dangci of being ovei borne by 
false accusations, by the penalty which may be inflicted upon wit- 
nesses discov ei ed to be perjured , but in the method of examina- 
tion now pioposed, a method unknown to the constitution, no such 
security can be obtained, for there is no provision made by the laws 
for the punishment of a man who shall give false evidence befoie a 
committee of the House of Commons 
It may hkewise be observed, that this bill wants one of the most 
essential properties of the law, perspicuity and determinate mean- 
ing, here is an indemnity promised to those who shall discover 
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ALL that tlicj knote rfmemhfr or Idttre A ftry cxtcmire lie 
Tnand and Mhich nwv tlicrrforc be liable to more fallacies nndn-a 
«\ons than can be immediately cnmncntcil or iktcctcd l-or bow 
can any one proie that he Im a clitm to the in Icninil) ? He imi 
Indeed make some dHcotenes but ailictlicr he does not conceal 
omelhing who can dctcnnioc? Maj not such revnea be sus 
pccted when hia answers slial! not eatisfy the expectations of his 
iDferrogators ’ And ma) not that su j inon deprive him of the U. 
nefit of the act ? Mas not a man from anint of memory or pro 
scnce of mmd omit fomethlng at Ins caaminnlion which he may 
appear eflenvanls to haic knoivn ? Ami met, no human being has 
the power of dtslingin hing exactly l»ctwcen faults nod fniltiej 
may not the defect of his memory lie ehargtal on hmi as a criminal 
suppression of a knowai fict > And inai not he be left to suHlr the 
con*cquence3 of Ins own confes ion * W ill not the bill giic an rtp 
parent opporlunit) for inrtiahty? And wdl not life and death 
liberty and mipn onment be plicctl in the hands of a committee 
of the Commons ’ Maj thej not beeaslh sati Hed with Infonmations 
of one man and Jneo*vantly press another to firther discorerie* * 
May they not call some men notonomly cnmiiul to examination 
only to sceairc them from punishment and set them out of the 
reach of ju lice; and extort from others such answers as mas be«t 
promote their news by declaring Ihcnwekcs unsatnned with the 
extent of their tcstiraonj ? And will not tins be an extortion of 
cndence equivalent to the methods practised in the most dc3|)otic 
goi-emmcnts and the most barbwous nations > 

It has alivajs been the pnl c of tins House to po) an equal re 
gard to justice and tomerej and to follow without partiality the 
direction of reason and the light of truth and liotrcon Isfcntly 
with this cliaractcr whicJi it ought to be our highest amlnlion to 
maintain we can ratify tlie present bill )Qur Lonlships arc this day 
tb consider It is to be enquirwl aibcihcr to Suppo c a man guiltj 
only because some guilt is suspcctul be ngrocablc to justice and 
whether it be rational before llicrt. is any proof of a crime to point 
out the criminal 

arc to consider myl-orik whether it Iff not unjust to liear 
against any man an ciidtiicc who is hired to accuse him and lured 
iVith a rmsntd which lie cannot recciic witliout conft sing himself 
a man unworthy of behef 
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It IS to be cnqv\uedj whctbci the evidence of a in.vn who declares 
only w'hat he believes ought to be admitted, when the natnie of the 
dimes allows strongei proof, and whethci any man ought to be 
examined where he cannot be punished if he be found pcijurcd 
A natuial and just legaid to oui own lights, on the presen ation 
of which the continuance of the constitution may depend, ought to 
alaim us at the appeal ance of any attempt to invade them , and the 
necessity of known forms of justice, ought to incite us to the pre- 
vention of any innovation in the methods of prosecuting offenders 
Foi my own part, my Lords, I cannot approie citlici the pimci- 
plcs 01 foim of the bill I think it 000055317 to pioceed by known 
precedents, when there is no immediate dangei that rccpiircs extra- 
ordinaiy measuies, of which I am far from being convinced that 
they aie necessary on the picsent occasion I think that the cci- 
tainty of a cinne ought to piecede the prosecution of a ciiminal, 
and I see that theie is in the picsent case no ciime attempted to be 
proved The Commons hai c, in my opinion, already exceeded their 
privileges, and I would not willingly confirm their new claims For 
these reasons, my Ijords, I openly declaie, that I cannot agice to 
the bill’s being lead a second time 

Lord Talbot spoke next, to this effect — My Lords, so high is 
my venei ation foi this great assembly, that it is never without the 
utmost efforts of lesolution that I can prevail upon mvself to give 
my sentiments upon any question that is the subject of debate, 
however strong may be my conviction, 01 liowcvei aidcnt my zeal 
But in a very particular degiee do I distiiist my own abilities, 
when I find my own opinion contraiy to that of the noble Loid 
who has now spoken, and it is no common peiplexity to be re- 
duced to the difficult choice of eithei suppi essing my thoughts, or 
exposing them to so disadvantageous a contrast 

Yet, since such is my present state, that I cannot avoid a dccla- 
1 ation of my thoughts on this question, without being condemned 
in my own breast as a desertei of my countiy, noi utter them with- 
out the danger of becoming contemptible m the eyes of your Lord- 
ships I will, however, follow my conscience, lather than my in- 
terest and though I should lose any part of my little leputation, 
I shall find an ample recompence from the consciousness that I lost 
it m the discharge of my duty, on ati occasion which requires from 
evei7 good man the hazard of lus life 
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The at^mcnts of the noble Lord ha%e had upon me an effect 
winch they nc\er perhaps j reduced on anv jwt of hu auaience 
before, they line confirmed me m the contrarv opinion to that 
which he has endeavoured to maintain It has been remarked 
that jn some encounters not to put to flight is to obtain the vic 
tory and in a control cisy with the noble I^rd not to be con 
yjncecl by him js to receive a sufficient proof that the cause^in 
which he IS engaged is not to be defend d by wit eloquence, or 
learning 

On the present que tion my Lords as on all others he has pro- 
duced all that can be uigtd cither fiom the knovvlcdj^c of past 
aijCS or experience of the present all that the Scholar or the 
statesman tan supply has been accumulated one argument has 
been added to another and all the powers of a great capacitj^ hare 
been employed only to show that right and wrong cannot b con 
founded and that fallacy can nevei strike with the force of truth 
TV hen I suncy the arguments of til nobleLord disrobed offliose 
ornaments which his imagination has so liberally bestowed upon 
them I am surprised at the momentary effect winch they had upon 
my mind, and which they could not have produced hhd they been 
clothed m the language of anyothu pcj-son 
For when I recollect singly the pai ticular positions upon which 
Jus opinion seems to be founded I do not find them by anv means 
uncontrovertible some of them cein at best Uncertain and some 
evidenllymist^ken | ^ ^ 

Tliat there is> no apparent enme committed and that therefore no 
kgal enquiry can be made after the criminal I cannot hear viithoul 
astonishment Is our commeicq ruined are our tioops destroyed 
are the morals of the people vitiated is the senate ciowded wiih 
dejvcndents are our fleets disaimed our allies betrayed add our 
enemies suppoited without a crime > Was theie no dertamfy of i^ny 
Clime comaiitted, when it was moved to petition hi Majwtv to dis 
miss this person from his council for evei ’ , 

It has been ob erved my Lord that nothing but a sight of the 
dead bodv can warmnt a pur mt allei tlie murderer but this is a 
concession sufficient for the present purpo e for If upon the sight 
of a murdered pci on the murdciermav lawfully be enquired after 
and tlio e \v\io arc rca onably susp cted detained and examined 
with equal rca on mv X-onls may the urvev of a ruined nation, a 
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nation oppressed \Mth burUicnsomc ta\cs^ dcxmirod bj tbf* cater- 
pillars of a standing army, sunk into contempt m overj fotergn 
court, and icpining it the duly dccij of its commerce, and the 
daily multiplication of its oppressors, incite us to an mcjuirj aftei 
the authoi of its misci ics 

It is asserted, that no min ought to be called into question for 
any enme, who is not suspected of haung committed it I ms, my 
Lords, 15 a rule not only ic.iEonahle in it=olf, hut ■'o mturilly ob- 
served, that I believe it was ncvci yet biol-cn and im certain 
no man will be chained with the viol, tiou of it, for aerusmg thi* 
person as an enemy to Ins countiy 

But he that declares liis suspicion, miy hccilled upon todi-covcr 
upon what facts it is founded , nor will this part of the livv produce 
any difliculty in the present ease, for a-i every man in the nation 
susyxicts this person of the most cnoimous ciimes, every man can 
produce sufficient arguments to justify hia opinion 

On all other occasions, my Lonls, pubhek fame is allowed 'omc 
weight, that any man is universally accounted vviclcd, will add 
strength to the tcslimony brought against him for any particnl u 
otTence , and it is at least a sufficient rc^ison for calling any man to 
examination that a crime is committed, and he is generally reported 
io be the authoi of it. 

That this IS the state of the person into whose conduct the Com- 

V 

mons arc now cnquiung, that he is censured by cvers man in the 
kingdom, whose sentiments arc not repressed by v isible influence, 
that he has no friends but those who have sold Ibcir intcgiaty fen 
the plundei of the pubhek, and that all vvlio arc not enemies to 
their countiy, have, for many ycais, incessantly struggled to di-ag 
him down from the pinnacle of power, and expose him to that 
punishment which he has so long deserved, and so long defied, is 
■evident beyond contradiction 

Let it not tliere^bre be urged, my Isolds, that there is no certainty 
of a crime which is proved to the conviction of ev'civ honest mind, 
let it not be said that it is unicasonablc to suspect this man, whom 
the voice of the people, a voice always to be icvcicntcd, has so 
36ng condemned 

The method of procuring eiidencc .against him bv an act of in- 
demnity has been lepiesentcd by the noble Loid a^ not agiccable to 
justice or to law . m the knowledge of the law I am fai fiom iina- 
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gimng ro^ elf able to contend mth him t but I think it niajr not be 
jmpiojKr to obsene tliat a person of the highest eminence in tint 
prolusion i^ho<c long stud) and great nbihlics gne lus decisions 
an uncommon claim to niitlionty and Tcncnitton and nho irai 
ahi'a}s considered in this Ifoiuc ssiili the highest regard appears to 
base cnterlamcd a serj difTcrenl opinion 

It 11*03 declared b) liini uiihout the least rc«tnction tliat all 
means nere laiiftil iihich tended to the discover} nf truth and 
therefore the ]niblick mo) )a.tlv expect that extraordinar) methods 
hould be u. nl upon occasions of uncommon importance 

Ivor docs this cxpediuil oppear to me very remote from the daily 
practice of promising pardon to thieies on condition tliat they iriU 
make discoicrics by ivhich their confederates may be brought to 
justice 

If lie examine only the equil) of tlm procedure iilthout regard 
to till examples of former times it oppears to me cosily defensible; 
for uhflt can be niorc rational tlian to break a confederacy of 
iirctclics combined for the destruction of the hajpmeu of man 
kind h) dividing their interest and making use for the publlck 
good of that regard for their oirn safely iihluh has swalloned up 
eicry other principle of action '* 

It IS admitted that iiickcdness ought to be punished ond it is 
unnersally knoun lint punishment must be prccctlcd by detection 
any method therefore that promotes the ili coverj of crimes may be 
considered as advantageous to the publick 

As there is no wickedness of uhicli the jxrrnicious con^^cqucnccs 
are more extensive there is none which ought more diligently to 
be preventtd or raorcficvcicl) punishtxl than that of those inert 
who have dared to abuse the power which their countiy lias put 
Into thetr liand^j but how tlic> can ho convicted h) any other 
means than those which arc now proposed I confess mvsilf unable 
to discover, for by a very Email dcgicc of ortlHcc a man invested 
with power maj make ev cry witnc s a partner of Ins gmit and no 
man will be able to accuse him without betraying himself lathe 
present ease it is evident that tlie perEon of vvhiwc actions the biU 
now before us is designed to produce a more perfect di covery has 
been combined vvitli others in illegal measures which their ojva. 
security obliges them to conceal and which therefore the interest 
of the pubhek demands to be divulged 
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That Paxton has distnbutcd laigo sums for ])ur]in5es uluch he 
dales not discovei, we aie infoimcd by (he icports of the stcut 
committee, and I suppose cveiy' body suspeets tint thev wcie di**- 
tnbuted as leuards foi scnices uluch the nation tiunhs not icrv 
meiitoiious, and I believe no man udl aaU what rc.wn can be 
alleged foi such suspieions 

But since it may be po'^sibly suggested that Pixton expended 
these sums contixuj to his niiistci’s duection, or without hi-* know- 
ledge, it may be demanded, whethci such m assert ion would not 
be an apparent pi oof of a iciy' cnmin.il dcgiec of negligence in a 
man intrusted with the care of the jiubhck treasurc ' 

Thus, my Lords, it appeals in my opinion CMdcnl, that cithci he 
has concuiied in measures whicli liis senile agent, the mcreenai'y 
tool of wickedness, is afraid to confess, oi tint he has stood by 
negligent of his tiust, and sufieicd the lrc.isuie of the n it ion to be 
squandered by the meanest WTctchcs without .iccount 

That the latter part of the accusition is undoubtedly just, the 
report of the Commons cannot but tonimcc us It appeals that 
for ndai eight years, Paxton was so Inch in confidence, that no ac- 
count was demanded from him, he bestowed pensions at pleasure, 
he w'as suirounded, like hts mastci, by his idolaters , and alter the 
fatigue of Clinging in one place, had an opportunity of jiurchasmg 
with the taxes of the nation, the giabhc.ilion ot tyranny in 
another 

I presume, my Lords, that no man dares assert such a flagrant 
neglect of so impoitant an olfice, to be not aiminal in a leiy high 
degree, to steal in piivate houses that which is leceivcd m tiust, 
IS felony by the statutes of oui countij , and suiely the wealth of 
the pubhek ought not to be less seemed than that of individuals, 
noi ought he that connives at lobbeiy to be ticated with more 
lenity than the robber 

Therefoic, myLoids, as I cannot but approve of the bill, I move 
that it may be read a second time , and 1 hope the leasons which I 
have offeied, when joined with olheis, which I expect to hcai fioin 
Loids of a gieatei expeiience, knowledge and capacity', will induce 
youi Lordships to be of the same opinion 

Lord Herv'ey spoke next, to this effect — My Loi ds, as the bill 
now before us is of a new kmd, upon an occasion no less new, I 
have endeavoured to bestow upon it a proportionate degree of at- 
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tention and have considered it in all the lights m which I could place 
it I have in my nnaginalion connected with it all the circum 
stances with winch it i» accompanied and a'l the consequences that 
ititnaj produce either to the pres»ent age oi to futurity but tlu; 
longei I leflect upon it the more finniy am I detuamned to oppose 
It nor has ddibtration any other cOect than to crowd my thoughts 
with new aiguiuents against it and to heighten dishkc to detesta 
tion 

Jt must my Lords iiiimcdintel) occur to every man at the first 
mcnlion of the metluxl of proceeding now pioposed that it is such 
as nothing but extreme necessity can vindicate that the noble 
person against whom it is contrived must be a monster burthen 
£0010*10 the world j tliat his ciimcs must be at once pubhek and 
enormous and that he has been iltcady condemned by all maxuns 
ofjustice tliough he has had the siibtilt) to escape by some unfore- 
seen defect in the forms of law U might be imagined my Lords 
that thcie were oidcnt marks of gwilt in the conduct of the man 
thus censured that he tkd fitim the justice of lus country tliat lie 
had ojicnlj suborned witnesses in Im favour or had by some arti 
fice cerfamlj 1 nown xib trocledlhecvidcnce tJiatwas toliave been 
brought against him It might at least be reasonably concened 
tliat his cnnics wen. of such a kind as might m their own nature 
tasvW be conccahKl and tlvat Uv<n.fotc ora« cxtraonlmary measurts 
were nccc sarj for the discovery of wickedne s which lay out of 
the reach of common cnquiiy 

But mj I/jrda none of tlie.c circumstances can be now alleged, 
for there is no certainty of any enme committed nor any appear 
ance of consciousness or ftar in the person accused who sets his 
enemies at defiance in full security and declines no legal trial of 
his past actions of winch it oiij,Iit to be observed that thev hare 
by the nature of his employments been so pubhek that they may 
easily be examined without rccoune to a new law to facibtale dis 
covencs 

The bill therefore is my LonL at least unnecca aiy and an in 
novation not neccs ary oUg,ht alwavs to be rejected becaa e no man 
can foresee all the consequences of new measures or can know 
wliat enis tliey tmy create or what subsequent changes they may 
introduce The alteration of one part ofa system naturally requires 
the alteration of another 
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But, my Lords, that there is no necessity for this law now pro- 
posed, IS not the strongest argument that may be bi ought against 
it, foi theie is in reality a necessity that it should be rejected Jus- 
tice and humanity are necessarily to be supported, without which 
no society can subsist, noi the life oi pi opei ty of any man be en- 
joyed with security and neither Justice nor humanity can truly be 
said to reside, where a law like this has met with approbation 

My Lords, to prosecute any man by such methods, is to oveibear 
him by the violence of power, to take from him all the securities 
of innocence, and divest him ot all the means of self-defence It is 
to hire against him those whose testimonies ought not to be admit- 
ted, if they were voluntarily pi oduced, and of which, suiely, no- 
thing will be faither necessary to annihilate the lalidit}', than to ob- 
serve that they are the depositions of men who aie villains by their 
own confession, and of whom the nation sees, that they may save 
their lives by a bold accusation, whether tiue or false 

That the bill will indeed be effectual to the purposes designed, 
that it Will crow'd the couits of justice W'lth evidence, and open 
scenes of wickedness never discovered before, I can leadily believe , 
for I cannot imagine that any man who has exposed his life by any 
flagrant ciime, will miss so fair an opportunity of saving it by 
another I shall expect, my Lords, that villains of all denomina- 
tions, who aie now skulking in piivate retreats, who arc eluding 
the officeis of justice, oi fljing befoie the publick pursuit of the 
countiy, will secuie themselves by this easj expedient, and that 
housebreakeis, highwaymen, and pickpockets, will come up m 
crowds to the bar, chaige the Earl of Orford as their accomplice, 
and plead this bill as a secuiity against all enquiry 

That this supposition, howevei wild and exaggeiated it may 
seem, may not be thought altogether chimeiical, that it may ap- 
peal with how little consideiation this bill has been drawn, and 
how easily it may be pei veiled to the patronage of wickedness, I 
will lay before your Lordships such a plea as may probably be pio- 
vluced by it 

'A man whom the consciousness of minder has for some time kept 
in continual terioi's, may cleai himself for ever, by alleging, that 
he was commissioned by theEail of Oifoid to engage, with any cer- 
tain sum, tlie vote or interest of the muidered person , that he tdok 
the opportunity of a solitaiy place to offer him the biibe, and pre- 
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rail upon him to comply wth Jus proposals, but that finding him 
obstinate and perver«e filled with prejudices against a wise and just 
admimstiution and inclined to obstruct the measures of the govern 
znent he for some time expostulated with him, and being provoked 
by his contumelious representations of the state of afiairs he could 
no longer restrain the ardour of his loyalty but thought it proper 
to remoie from the world a man o much inclined to spread sedi 
tion among the people and that therefore finding the place con 
venient he suddenly ruslied upon him and cut his throat 

rhus my Lords might the murderer represent Ins case perhaps 
Without any possibility of a legal confuintion , thus might the most 
atrocious villainies e-cape censure by the assistance of impudence 
and cunning 

A bdl like this my Lords w nothing Ic s than a proscription 
the head of a citizen is apparently set to .ale and evidence is hired 
by which the innocent and the guilty may be destroyed with equal 
facility 

It IS apparent my Lords that they by whom this biU is pro 
po ed act upon the supposition that the noble person mentioned 
in It IS guilty of all tho e crimes of which he is su pected , a sup 
position my Lords which it is unjust to make and to which nci 
ther reason nor the laws ofourcountiy will gwe countemnee or 
support 

I my Lords will much more equitably uppose him innocent, I 
will suppose that he has throughout all (he years of his admini 
stration steadily prosecuted the best ends by the best means , that 
if he has sometimes been mistaken or disappointed it has been 
neither by his negligence nor Ignorance but by false intelligence or 
accidents not to be foreseen and tliat he has ne\ cr cither tacnficed 
hii country to prnate intere t or procured lyany illegal methods 
the assistance and support of the li^slature and I will ask your 
Lordships whether if this character be just the bill ought to be 
passed and doubt not but every man s conscience wdl inform bun 
that it ought to be rejected with the utmost indignation 

The reason my Lords for which it ought to be rejected js eii 
dently this that it may bnng innocence into danger But my 
J-ords every roan before his trial is to be suppo cd innocent and 
therefore no man ought to be expo ed to the hazards of a trial b% 
which virtue and wickedne s are reduced to a level \ bill like this 
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oucrlit to be maikctl out as the \itniost efiort of m ilirc, ns a ncs 
of ciucltj ncvci knoun before, and .is a mctbnd of piO'Cciition 
wluth Ibis House has censuud 

I did not, indeed, e\pcct fiotn those wlio liai c =0 long clamoured 
mth mccasant lehcmcnce against the meisuics of the mini-tn, 
such an open confession of tbeii oiin wcikne-s Notbing, my 
Loids, M.isso ficquentH uiged, 01 so w.umlj cxaggenitcd, as the 
iinpob'ibility of piocunng ciidencc .ig iuhL a man in jionci , nothing 
was moic confulL‘ntl\ is^i.lcd, thin that his guilt would he Ciisily 
proied when Ins authoiiU was .it in end, and that cicn Ins own 
agents w'ould icadih detect liini, when thci were no longer depend- 
ant upon Ins faioui 

The time, m\ Imids, =0 long e\pccled, and so nidenllv df'siicd, 
IS at length come , this noble person whom thev liaxc so long ]iur- 
sued with declamations, iincelnts, and genend repiiiaelics, has at 
length resigned those ofTiecs which set him aboic jnmislmient or 
trial, he is now without .inj othci sccuritj th.an that b\ which cicrj 
othei man is shelteicd fiom oppression, tlic pnbhek protection of 
the law's ot Ins country , but lie is act found impregnable, he is yet 
able to set his enemies at defiance, and thej luie therefore now, 
W'lth gieat sagacity, contrived a method bj which he m iv be dncsl- 
ed of the common pinilcgcs of a social being, and ma} be hunted 
like a w'lld beast, w'lthout defence, and without jnt) 

Where, my Lords, can it be expected that malice like this will 
find an end ’ Is it not reasonable to imagine that if tliev should be 
gratified in this demand, and should find even tins expedient bafilenl 
by the abilities winch they have so often cncounteicd without suc- 
cess, they would proceed to mcasuics yet moic atrocious, and pu- 
nish him without evidence, whom they call to a trial without a 
crime ’ > ! 

It 'has been observed by the noble Loi d who spoke last; that tlici e 
are crimes mentioned in the lepoit of the seciet committee of the 
House, of Commons, oi that at least such facts are asserted in it, 
that an accusation may by easy deductions be foimed from them 
The leport ot that committee, my Loids, with W'hatever veneration 
It may be n^entioned, by those whose purposes it hajipens to favoui, 
or of whatever impoitance it may be in the othei House, is here no- 
thing but a pamphlet not to be regaided as an evidence, 01 quoted 
as a wilting of authority. It is only an account of iacts of winch 
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tve know not how thej were collected md which everyone mny'id 
mit or reiect at his own choice till they are ascertained by propei 
evidence at our own bar and tvluch therefore ought not to influence 
our opinion in the present debate 

Nor 13 the bill my Lords only founded upon principles incon 
siatcnt With tlie constitution of this nation ipparentl) tending to 
the introdnction Of a new species of oppression but is in itself such 
ai cannot be ratiflcd without injuiy to the honour of this great 
a-sembty 

In examining the bill m) Lords I think it not ncccsv-nry to 
dwell upon the more minute and Iniial defects of the orthography 
and expression though they are such as might justly giie occasio(i 
for suspecting that they by whom it was wTillen were no less 
strangers to our language than to our constitution There are er 
rors or faUchoods which it more ncarlj corcerns m to detect and 
to which we cannot gne any sanction without an ciident dumnu 
tion of our ona authority 

It declares my Lords that there u now an enquiry depending 
before the senate an a.scrtton evidently false for the enquiry is only 
before the Commons IVhethcr this was inserted by mistake orde 
Sign whether it ivos intended to insinuate that the whole senato 
nal power was comprised m the Hou e of Commons or to persuade 
the nation that your Lordships concurred with them in this enqui 
17 It IS not possible to determine but since it is false in cither 
^nse it ought not to receiie our conflimation 

If we should piss the bill in its present state we should not only 
declare our approbation of the measures hitherto pursued by the 
Commons by which it has been already proved by the noble and 
learned Lord who spoke flrst against the bill that thej have not 
only violated the law but iniaded the jirivilegcs of this House 
we should not only establish for ever m a committee of the House 
of Commons the power of examining upon oath bj an clusiie and 
equivocatory expedient but we should m effect vote away our own 
existence giv 6 up 'll once all authoritj in the government and 
grant them an unlimited power byacl nowledging them the senate 
an acknowledgement which mi^ht in a very short time be quoted 
against us and from which it would not be ea^y for us to extneate 
ourselves 

It has indeed been remarked that there is a hrge sum of money 
VoL H G 
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disbursed without account, and the pubhck is represented as appa- 
rently injured, either by fiaud or negligence, but it is not remem- 
bered that none but his Majestj has a right to enquire into the dis- 
tribution of the revenue appropriated to the support of his family 
and dignity, and the payment of his servants, and which therefore 
cannot with any degree be called publielc money, or fall under llie 
cognizance of those whom it concerns to inspect tlie national ac- 
counts Either the civil list must be exemiit from enquiiies, or his 
Majesty must be reduced to a state below that of the meanest of hiS 
subjects, he can enjoy neither freedom nor pioperty, and must be 
debaried for ever from those blessings wluch he is incessantly la- 
bouiing to secure to otheis 

There is likewise anothei consideration which iny regard for the 
honour of this assembly suggested to me, and of winch I doubt not 
but that all youi Loidships will allow the importance The noble 
person who is pointed out in this biU as a pubhck criminal, and 
whom all the villains of the kingdom aie invited to accuse, is in- 
vested with the same honours as ourselves, and has a son who ha$ 
foi many years possessed a seat amongst ^us , let us not therefore 
concur with the Commons to load our own House witli infemy,and 
to propagate xeproach, which will at last fix upon ourselves 

Innumeiable me the objections, my Loids, which might yet be 
urged,' and uiged without anj possibility of leply; but as I haveal- 
leady been lieaid with so much patience, I think what has been 
already mentioned sufficient to deteimine the question and as I 
doubt not but the other defects and absurdities will be observed, if 
it be necessary; by some other Lords, I shall presume only to add, 
tliat as the bill appears to me contrary to the laws of this nation, to 
the common justice of society, and to the general reason of man- 
kind, as it must naturally establish a precedent of oppiession, and 
confirm a species of authonty in the other House which was either 
never daimed before, or always, denied , as I tliink the most noto- 
nousund, pubhck ciimiiial ought not to be deprived of that method 
of defence which' the established customs of our country allow him, 
and believe the person mentioned in tlim bill to deserve rather ap- 
plauses and-rewards than censmesand punishments, I think myself 
obliged to oppose it, and hope to find your Lordships unanimous in 
the same opinion 

Then the Duke of Argvle ansneied, in substance as follows. 
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JM 7 Lords T^hate’ier may be the fiilc of this question I Ime little 
hope that it tvill be unanimously decided becau e I have reason to 
fear that some Lords hare conceited prejudices against the bill 
which hmder them from discovering either its teasonablenes or its 
necessity and aifa convinced tliat others who approve the bill can 
support Ibeir opinion by ■uguments fi-om which as they cannot be 
confuted they never will recede 

Those arguments uhich hate influenced my opinion 1 will lay 
before youi Lordships and doubt not of showing tliat I am very far 
finm giving uay to personal malice or the prejudices of opposition, 
and that I icgard only tlie voice of reason and the call of the 
nation 

Calmness and impartiahtj my LoiiL have been With great pro- 
puety recommended t 6 us by the noble Lord who spoke first in this 
debate and I hope he nill discoicr by the moderation uxth which 
I ehall delner my cntiments on this occasion how much I reicr 
ence his precepts and how willingly I yield to his authority 

1 am at least certain that 1 haic hitherto listened to the 
meats 'that have been offered on eiUier side with an attention void 
of piejudice I liave repressed no motions of connction nor abs 
tmeted niy'mmd from any difficulty to avoid the labour of soiling 
it I have been sohcitous to survey every position in its whole ex 
tent and trace It to its remotest consequences , I have assisted the 
argumenfs vgaxnst the bill by fanjttrable suppositMtts and ttnugin 
aiy circumstances and have endeavoured to divest my own opinion 
of ome appendant and accidental advantages that 1 might v levV it 
in a state less likely to attract regard and yet 1 cannot find any 
ica-oa bv which I could justify myself to my countrj or my con 
cience If I should concur m rejecting this bill or should riot eu 
dcavour tu promote it i _ u 

1 am not unacquainted my Lords with the difficulties that ob 
struct the knowledge of our own heai ts ' and cannot deny that in 
clmation may be ometimes mistaken for conviction and men even 
wi eand hone«f may imagine themselves to bebeve what in real 
ity thev only wish but this my Lords can only hippen for want 
df attention or on sudden emeigencies when it is necessai-j to de 
tcimine with little consideration while the passions have not jet 
time to sub ide and reason is jet stniggling with the emotions 
of desac 
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In other circumstances, my Lords, I am conTmced that no man 
imposes on himself without conniving at the fiaud, without con- 
sciousness that he admits an opinion winch he has not well examined, 
and without consulting indolence mther than reason , and there- 
toie, my Lords, I can with confidence affirm, that I now declare 
my leal opinion, and that if I err, I en only for want of abilities to 
discover the truth , and hope it will appear to your Lordships, that 
I have been misled at least by specious ai guments, and deceived by 
fallacious appearances, whiCh it is no leproach not to have been 
able to detect. 

It Will, mj Lords, be granted, I suppose, without hesitation, that 
the law IS consistent with itself, that it never at the same time 
commands and prohibits the same action, that it cannot be at once 
violated and observed From thence it will inevitably follow, that 
where the circumstances of any tiansaction are such, that the prin- 
ciples of that law by which it is cognizable are opposite to each 
. other, some expedients may be found by which these circumstances 
may be altered Otherwise a subtle or powerful delinquent will al- 
wajs find shelter in ambiguities, and the law will remain inactive, 

' like a balance loaded equally on each side 

On the present occasion, my Lords, I pronounce with the utmost 
confidence, 'as a maxim of indubitable ceitainty, that thejniblich has 
a claim to every man's evidence, and that no- man can plead exemp- 
tion fiom tins duty to his country But those whom false gratitude, 
or contracted notions of their own interest, or fear of being entan- 
gled in the snares of examination, prompt to disappoint the justice 
of the pubhck, urge with equal vehemence, and indeed with equal 
truth, that no man is obliged to accuse himself, and that the consti- 
.tution of Britain allows no man’s evidence to be extorted fiom him 
to his own desti uction , 

Thus, my Lords, two of the first principles of the British law, 
though maxims equally important, equally certain, and equally to 
be pieserved fiom, the least appearance of violation, are contradic- 
tory to each other, and neither can be obeyed, because neither can 
be mfimged 

How then, my Lords, is this contradiction to be reconciled, and 
the necessity avoided of breaking the law on one side or the other, 
but h> the method now proposed, of setting those whose evidence is 
required, free fiom the danger which they may incur by giving it > 
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The end of the iiw is the redress of wTong^ the protection of 
right snd the presentation of happiness and the lau is eo fir im 
perfect as it fads to produce tlic end for uhicli it is instituted and 
where any imperfection »» tliscoicrod it is IJie province of the I^is 
lature to supplj it 

Bvlhe ex|K.ncnee my Lords of onegcncntion after another bv 
the continued apphcation ofsticces i»e ages was our law brought 
to Its present accutao As new combinations of circumstances or 
unforeseen artifices of ciaston discoicred to our ancestors them 
siifTicientr of former jirovi ions nctTcxjicdicntsucreimentcd, and 
as wickedness improved itssubtiltj the lau multiplied its powers 
and extended its aigihocc. 

If I should thcrcfoie allow avliat Ins been urgeil that there is 
no precedent of a bill like ibis what can be inferred from it but 
lliat wicl cdnCwS has found a slicltcr tint was never di covered be- 
fore and which must he forced bv a new method of attack* And 
what then art we retpiiral to do more tJian has been alnaj-s done 
by our ancestors on a thousand occasions of fir less importance* 

I know not my Lords, nhclher it be possible to imagine an 
emergence that can more evidently require the intcriiosition of the 
legislative power than this which a now proposed to)ourconbi 
deration The nation has been betrajed in pence and di^raced in 
war the constitution has been openly invaded the votes of the 
Commons ct poblickl) to sale the treasures of tlm publick liavc 
been squandered to purchase security to tho e b) whom it was op 
pressed the people arc exasperated to madness the Commons have 
begun the cnquirj tlut has been for more than twenty jears dc 
manded and eluded and justice is on o sudden insupcrabl) retarded 
by the deficiency of the law 

Surclj my Lortls this is an occa ion that may justify the-cxer 
tion of unusual powers and jet nothing either new or unusual j« 
required for the bill nowpropo ed may be supported both bj pre 
events of occasional lavvs and {larallel statutes of lasting ohli 
gallon ^ 

"When frauds have been committed by the agents of trading com 
pames bills of indemnity to tliose bj whom any discoveries should 
be niade have been proposed and passed without any of those 
dreadful consequences which some noble Lords have foreseen in 
this I have never heard that any man was so stupid is to mistake 
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such a bill foi a general act of giace, or' that the confession of any 
Climes ivas piocured b)'^ itj cveept of those which it was intended tor 
detect, I have never been informed, that any murderei was blessed 
with the acuteness of the noble Lord, or thought of flying to such 
an act as to a common sheltei for villainy Such suppositions, my 
Loids, can be intended only to prolong a contio\eisy and weaiy an 
opponent, noi can such tiiflmg cxaggeiations contriliute to any 
oUier end, than of discovering the feitibty of imagination, and,th6 
exuberance of eloquence 

,For my part, my Lords, I think passion and negligence equally 
culpable in a debate like this , and cannot foibear to recommend 
seriousness and attention, with the same zeal, with which modera- 
tion and impartiality have already been inculcated He that en- 
tirely disregards the question in debate, who thinks it too trivial for 
a serious discussion, and speaks upon it with the same supei ficial gai- 
ety with which he would i elate the change of a fashion, oi the in- 
cidents of a ball, IS not very likely, either to discover or propagate 
the truth , and is less to be pardoned, than he who is betrayed by 
passion into absurdities, as it is less ciiminal to injuie oui country 
by zeal than by contempt 

That'brfls, without any essential diffeience from that which is 
now before us, have been passed in favour ot pin ale companies, is' 
indisputably ceitairi, it is certain that they nevei pioduced any 
other ciFcct, Inan* such as vveie expected fiom them by those who 
promoted them It is evident, that the weltaie oLthe nation is 
more worthy 'of our legard'than any scpaiate company, that the 
whole, of moie impoitance than a pait, and thercfoie the same 
measuies may be’ how used with fai greatei justice, and with equal 
probabihty of success ' ' ' > 

The necessity of the law how proposed,' my Loids, cannot nioie 
plainly appear, than by reflecting on the absiudity of the pleas made 
use of foi lefusing it, which, considered 'in the whole, contain only 
this assertion. That the security of one man is to be pieferred to 
justice, to truth, to pubhek fehcity, that a precedent is rather to 
be estabbsbed, which will foi ever shelter every future minister 
fiom the laws of our country, and that all our miseries are rathei 
to be borne in silence, or lamented in impotence, than the man, 
whom the whole nation agrees to accuse as the author of tliem, 
Ehould be exposed to the hazard of a trial, even before those whom 
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c»ery tie of interest 'in3 long continued affection has united to 
him 

If IS indeeil objected that b> passing this bdl we shall transfer 
the autiionty of trying him to the other House, that we shall gnc 
up our privili^es for ever, erect a new court of judicature and 
nvertum the constitution 

' I haielong obsened mj Lord how ^ am it is to argue against 
those nhose resolutions are determined bj extiin ick motw'fes and 
have been long acquainted nith the art of disguising obstmaiy by 
an ippearance of reasons that have no weight even m the opinion 
of him by whom they are offered and of raising clouds of objec 
tiQns which by the first reply will certainly be dissipated but 
which at least fill the mouth for a time and preseive the disput- 
ant from the reproach of adhenug to an opmion in vindication of 
which he had nothing to say 

Of this kind is the objection which 1 am now to remove though 
1 remove it only to make way for another for those can never be 
silenced who can satisfy themselves with orguments like this how 
ever those that offlr it evpect It should be answered andifitshould 
be pas ed over m tlie debate will boast of its irrefragability and 
imagine that they have gamed the victory by the superiority of theu' 
abilities rather than of their numbers 

' That wt shall by passing this bill give the Commons h power 
which they w ant at present is unquestionably ev idtht but we shall 
only retneve that which they were never known to want before the 
power of producing evidence evidence which we myX/ords must 
hear and of whose testimonies we shall reserve the judgement to 
ourselves. The Commons will only act as pro ecutors a character 
in winch they were never conceived to encioach upon our right 
The man whose conduct is the subject of enquiry must stand his 
trial at -our bar nor has the bill ^ny other tendency than to en 
able the Commons to bnng him to it 

1 What can be alleged against this design I know not became 
I can discover no objections wluch do not imply guilt and guilt we 
are not jCt at liberty to suppose I am so far from pressing this 
bill from any motives of personal malevolence ilnt I am only doing 
m the case of the minister what I should ardently deaire to b“ done 
in my own and what no man would vvish to obstruct who was 
supported by a consciousfle*s of mte^itv, and stimulated by that 
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honest sense of reputation which I have alwajs found the concomi- 
tant of innocence 

I hope I shall be leadily believed by your Loidships, when I as- 
sert once more, that I should not only foibcar all ojiposition to a 
bill intended to pioduce a scrutiny into my conduct, but that I 
should promote it with all my inlci&st, and solicit all my friends to 
expedite and support it, foi thcic was once a time, my Lords, m 
which my behaiiour was brought to the test, a time w'hcn no expe- 
dient was foi gotten by which I might be oppiesscd, nor any me- 
thod untiied to proem e accusations against me, 

Wliether the present case in eieiy circumstance will stand exactly 
pamllel to mine, I am voiy far fiom presuming to deteimme I 
had sen’ed my countiy with industry, lidclitj’, and success, and had 
leceived the illusti lous testimony of my conduct, the pubhek thanlvs 
of this HoUse I w'as conscious of no ciiine, nor had gratified m 
my services any other passion than my zeal foi the pubhek I saw 
myself ignoimmously discarded, and attacked by e\eiy method of 
calumny and reproach Nor was the malice of my enemies satisfied 
with destioying my leputation without impainng my foi tunc, for 
this puipose a prosecution was piojected, a wietth w'as found out 
who engaged to accuse me, and lecencd his pardon foi no other 
purpose, nor did I make any opposition to it in this House, though 
I knew the intent with wdiich it was procured, and was infoimed 
that part of my estate was allotted him to haiden his heart, and 
strengthen his assertions 

This, my Loids, is surely a piecedent which I have a right to 
t^uote, and which will vindicate me to your Loi dships from the im- 
putation of partiality and mahgmty , since it is appaient, that I do 
only in the case of another, w’hat 1 willingly submitted to, when an 
enqmry was making into my conduct. ( 

But, my Loids, this is far from being the only piecedent which 
may be pleaded in faiour of this bdl , a bill which in leality concuis 
with the general and regulai piactice of thc^cstablished Jaw, as wall 
appear to every one that compares it with the eighth Section of the' 
act for preventing bribery ; in which it is established as a perpetual 
law, that he who, having taken a bribe, shall, within twelve 
months,, inform against him that gave it, shall be received as an, 
evidence, and be indemnified from-all the consequences of his dis- - 
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To these ailments of reason and precedent I will add one of a 
snore prevalent hmd drawn from motives of interest wluchsurdy 
would direct our ministers to fa%our enq^uiry and promote eiery 
expedient that might produce a complete discussion of the pubhcV 
afFiirs , since thej would how that they are not afraid of the most 
rigorous cnitiny and arc above any fears that the precedent which 
they are now establishing may reiohe upon themselves 

To elude the ratification of this bill it was at first urged that 
there was no proof of any citme and when it was shown that 
there was an apparent misapphcation of the publick monef it be 
came necessary to determine upon a more Iiardi^ assertion and to 
silence malicious rea-oners by showing them how little their digu 
ments would be regarded. It then dcmwl with a ‘piiifftorthy 
of the cause in which it was exerted that the civil lut w^l pubhek 
money'll ' 

Disputants like these my lord^ are not bom to be codfuled it 
would be to little purpose that any roan should ask 'whether the 
money allotted for the civtl lut was not granted by the pubhek ond 
whether publicic grants did not produce pubhek money it would 
be without any effect that the uses f>r which that granfls made 
should be enumerated and the misapplication of it openly pi'ored 
a distinction or at least a negative would be always at hand and 
obstinacy and interest would turn aigument aside i t i 
Upon what principles my Lords we can now call ou^ for a pfoof 
of crimes and proceed m thedebateas if nojust reason of stiipicion 
had appeared I am not able to conjecture i hero is, in my opinion, 
if not demonstratwe proof*! jet the stronigest presumption of one of 
the*greatcst crimes of which any man can be guilty the propaga 
tioD of wickedness of the in66t atrocious breach bf trust which can 
be cliaigcd upon a Briti h minister a deliberate trafflek for the Iw 
berties of his country > i i j ;i i 

Of these enormous -viliaimw however difficult it may now eem 
to disengage him frbm them I hope we shall see leason to acquit 
him at the bar of this Houac at which if he be umorent he ought 
to be desirous of appearing nor do his fnend consult his honour 
by endeavouring to withhold him from It if they indeed beliere 
him guilty they may then easily justify their conduct to him but 
the world wdl pejlnps rctpiire a more pubhek vindication > i 
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These, myLoids, are the arguments which ha^c influenced m6 
hitherto to approve the bill nowbcfoie us, and wluch will continue^, 
their prevalence, till I shall hear them confuted , and surely if they 
are not altogethei unansweiable, they ate surely of so much import- 
ance, that the bill for which they have been produced, must be fd- 
lowed to deseivc at least a deliberate e\amination, and may i cry 
justly be refcired to a committee, in «hich ambigmtics may be re- 
moved, and inadi crtencies corrected 

Lord Cholmondeley spoke nevt, to the following puiposc — 
My Lords, this bill is m iny opinion so far fioni desemng approba- 
tion, that I am in doubt whcthci I should iclard the dctcimination 
of the House, by laying bcfoic you the rca'^ons •winch influence me 
in this debate , nor indeed could I pieiail upon my =clf to enter into 
a, formal discussion of a question, on winch I should haie imagined 
that all mankind would have been of one opinion, did not my reve- 
rence of the abihties of those noble Loids who haic spoken m de- 
fence of the biU, incline me, eien against the conviction of my own 
reason, to suspect that arguments may be offered in its faiour^ 
which I have not yet been able to discover, and that those which 
have been produced, however inconclusive tliey have seemed, will 
operate more powerfully when they arc moie fully display ed, and 
bettei understood 

For this reason I shall lay befoie your Loidships the objections 
which arose m ray mind 'when the bill was fiist laid before us, and 
which have rathei been strengthened tlian invalidated by the subse- 
quent debate. 

It appeals, my 'Lords, evident to me, that every man < has a light 
to be tiled by the known laws of diis countiy , tliat no man can be 
justly punished by a law made after the commission of a fact, be- 
cause he then suffcis by a law, against which he never tiansgiess- 
cd , nor is any man to be prosecuted by mctliods invented only to 
facilitate his condemnation, because he ouglil to be acquitted, lioW- 
ever guilty he may be supposed, whom the established rules of just- 
ice cannot convict The law, my Lords, is the measure of politi- 
cal, as conscience of moial nglit, and he that breaks no law, may 
indeed be criminal, but is not punishable The law likewise pre- 
scribes the method of prosecuting guilt, and as we, by omitting 
any ciime in our laws, disable ourselves from pumslimg it, however 
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■pubhck or flagrant so bj regulating the process m our courts of 
justice Vre give security to that guilt, which by that process cannot 
be detected 

The truth of this as ertion ray Lords however paradoxical it 
may pel haps appear will become evident if we suppose a man 
brought to the bar whose guilt was unquestionable though it 
could not be legally proved bccau^-c all those were dead who might 
have appeared against him It is certain that his good fortune 
would give him no claim to pardon and jet he could not be con 
Ticted unle s we suppose him weal enough to-accuse him elf In 
this case my Lords it i» not impossible that some tmght be 
prompted by their zeal to propose that the foreign methods of 
justice might be introduced and the rack employed to extort fiom 
his own nlouth a confession of tho e ermes of which every one be 
lieved him guilty 

With what horror tny Lords such a proposal would be heanT 
how loudly It would be censured and how umversally rejected J 
need not say but must observe that m my opinion the detesta 
tion would arise pnncipally from a sense of the injusticeof exposing 
any man to peculiar bardship;> and disbnguishmg lum to his disad 
vantage from the rest of the commumty 

It will my Lord, not be easy to prove that it is less agreeable 
to justice to oblige a man to accuse himself than to make u-e Of 
extraordinaiy methods o* procuring evidence against lum becau e 
the barriers of ecuntv whith the law has fixed are equally broken 
in either case and the accused is exposed to ddngerS fibni whicli 
he had rea-on to believe himself sheltered by thfe con-stitutibn of his 
country ^ h Tt 

This argument my Lords I hive m nlioned without endea- 
vouring to evince the innocence of the person whom this billimme 
diately reg^s becau-e thu intent of it is to si ow that no man is 
to be deprived of the common benefits of the constitution and 
tint the guilty have a right to all the advantages which the law al 
lows them For guilt is never to be supposed till it is proved and 
it 13 therefore never to be proved by new method®* me ely because 
it 13 sappo ed i 

That the method of procuring evidence now proposed i nev^ my 
Lords I think It no temerity to conclude, because the noble Lords 
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who have endca\ouietl to defend it, haic produced no instance of a 
parallel piYLCtice, and their knowledge and aeutcncss is such, that 
they can only have failed to disco\ci them, because they aic indeed 
no wheic to be found 

In the case of biibeiy, my Lords, the poison accused has the pn- 
vilege, if he be innocent, ot prosecuting his accuse! foi pcrjuiy, and 
is theiefoie in less dangci of being hams'cd by a false indictiucnt- 
But, my Lords, this is not the onlj diffurcnce between the two 
cases, foi he that discovers a biibc received bj himself, has no mo- 
tives of inteiest to piompt his evidence, he is only secured from 
suffenng by his own discoicrj, and might have been cquallj safe by 
silence and secrecy, since the law supposes the crime out of the 
reach of detection, othcnvisc than by the confession of the criminal. 

But far diffcient, my Lords, arc the circumstances of those who 
are now invited to tlirong the comts of justice, and stun us with 
depositions and discov erics Tliej arc men suppfiscd cuniinal bj the 
indemnity which is offered them , and by the natiuc of then crimes 
it IS made at least probable, that the} aic in daily hazard of disco- 
very, and punishment, fiom winch tlic} aic summoned to set them- 
selves free for ever, by accusing a man of whom it has not been 
yet proved that he can legally be tailed to a trial 

Thus, my Lords, in the law which tlic noble Duke has mention- 
ed as a precedent for this bill, the accuser is only placed m a kind 
of equihbiium, equally secure fiom jiunisbment, by silence oi by in- 
formation, m hope that the love' of liuth and justice will turn the 
balance , in the bill now before us the witness is in continual dan- 
ger by withholding his CMdcnce, and is restored to perfect safety by 
becoming an accusci, and from making discoveries, whether tine or 
false, has every thing to hope and nothing to fear 

The necessity of punishing w'lckcdness has been urgal with groat 
strength , it has been unanswerably shown, by the adv ocates for this 
biU, that vindictive justice is of the highest importance to the hap- 
piness of the publick, and that those who may be injured with im- 
punity, are in reality demed the benefits of society, and can be said 
to live in the state of uncivilized nature, in which the stioiig must 
prey upon the weak 

This, my Loids, has been urged with all the appearance of con- 
viciiou and sincerity, and yet has been urged by those who aie pro- 
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TidingasheUcr far the mfMt enormous ^iHamKS and enabling men 
^^ho have violated crerj precept of Ja» and urtue, to lid defiance 
to justice and to it at case in tiicenjo}'nicnt of thciracqiiisitions 

And Mhat my Lords i» the condition upon which ^Mchcdness is 
to be set free from (error «iK>n triueli national justice is to be da 
armed and the betrajers of {mbltck counsels or the plunderers of 
pubhek treasure qualified for new tnists and set on a let cl with 
untamtetl fulclitj ^ A condition tn\ Lords which wretches like 
thc«c will very readdj accept the easj terms of information and of 
pcijury Tlicj arc required only to giic ciidcncc agaiiat a man 
marked out fur destruction nnd Iho guilt of partaking m lus enmea 
is to be effaced by the ment of coneumng In liis nun 

it has indeed Ix-cn a method of detection frequently employed 
against house breakers and highivajmcn to proclaim a jiardon fur 
him tliat tail comict liu accomplices butfunh mv Lords (his 
pracUccuill not in the present question be mentioned as a prcced 
cnt. Surely it uill not be thought equitable to IcilI uith felons 
and u ith tluci cs a person distinguished b> his rank Ins cm] ) 0 ) 
meots hisabditiGS and Ids sen ices | a person u Iio^c JopUy to his 
SmcniQn lias ncicr bctn called in question nnd nbo c fidelity to 
h« country has at least ncicrbecn di j>roieil 

rhesc arc measures niyLord wliicli I hope iwir LorLlshq>5Min 
neier concur to promote measures not «up]>ortcd tither bj law or 
justice or enforced bv any exi^tncc of altiirs but dictated by per 
ccution inahcc and revenge measures by winch the guiltj and 
the innocent may be destrojcil with equal facility nnd which must 
therefore tend to encourage aickcdnc&s a# the\ dcstroj the security 
of vartue 

Lord CsRTEnpT then ro e and s^ioke to the following cflect — 
Itfy Lords/ 1 have so long honoured the abilities and so often cun 
curred with the oiunion of tlic noble Lord who began (he debate 
that I cannot w ithout unusual conctrn nst up now to speak in op 
position to Inm nor could any other principle support me under 
the apparent disadvantage of a contest to unequal but the con 
sciousness of upnght mtcnlions and the concurrence of the whole 
nation 

I cannot but consider myself on this occasion my Lords as the 
advocate of the people of Bnlnin who after continued oppressions 
lo ses nnd lodignilics after having been plundered and ridiculed 
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harassed and insulled for complaining, haic at length flattered 
thenisehcs that they should havean opportunityof appealing toour 
bar for justice, and of securing themsches fioni futiiie injuries, by 
the punishment of those tint had so long f numphed m then guilt, 
proclaimed their defiance of justice, and dcclaicd that the Hus were 
made only foi their sccuiitj. 

The c\pectations of the jicopla Ini c been fi L^i rated 115 the unex- 
pected obstinacy of the agents of .vichcdncb':, by a plea that nas 
never made use of for the same ])mj)o=c bcfoic, against uhtch the 
Icnoivn lawsof the nation h uc jiiovidcd no lemcdy, anduhich jour 
Lordships arc thcieforc now called ujinn to oicif luov 

That the nation cabs loudly toi an cntpiin, that the misapplica- 
tion of the puhhck trcasuic is unuci sally suspccl/id, and that the 
peison mentioned in the hill is heheicd to be the eliief autbor of 
that misapplication , that at least those uho ln\c squandered it haic 
acted by Ins authoiity, and been admitted to ti ust bv his recommen- 
dation, and that he is llieiefore accountable to the publick foi their 
txinduct, I shall suppose cannot be denied 

The nation, my Loi ds, has a 1 igbt to be gintihcd in their demands 
of an enquiry, whateier be the loundation of then suspicions , since 
it IS manifest that it can pioducc no other cfTcctB than those of gii- 
ing new lustre to innocence, and quieting tlie clamouis of the 
people, if it should be found that the go\ eminent has been admini- 
atered with honesty and ability , and it is not less e\ idcnt lint, if 
the genei-al opinion is iiell giounded, if oui uitercst Ikis been be- 
ti-ayed, and that money employed onlj to coi mpt the nation which 
Was raised for the defence of it, tlie severest pumshment ought to 
be inflicted, that all futuic ministeis may be deterred fiom the same 
Climes by evcmplaiy vengeance 

Thus, my Loids, an enquiry appears upon everj' supposiiion use- 
ful and necessary , but I cannot compi ehend how it can be prose- 
cuted by any othci method, than that of proposing an indemnity to 
those who shall make discoveiics 

Every iviclced measuie, mj Loids, must imolve in guilt all who 
are engaged in it, and how easily it may be concealed fiom every 
othei iperson may be shown bj an example of a crime, which no man 
will denj to have sometimes existed, and which 111 the ojiinion of 
most IS not -very uncommon in this age ' 

It Will be allowed, at least, that on '^ome occasions, when a fa- 
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Tounte begins to totter when strong objections are rai-ed against 
*^the continuance of a standing army' when a conrention requiretf 
the ratification of the l^islature or some iatal address is proposed 
to be presented to the crown ap cumary reward may sometznies be 
offered and though that indeed be a supposition more difScuIt tp 
be admitted sometimea however rarely accepted i 
In this case,! my Lords none but he that gives and he that re 
ceives the bribe can be conscious of it at most we can onlj sup 
pose an intervening agent to have any knowledge of it and if even 
he is admitted to the secret o ns to be able to make a legal dis- 
covery there must be some defect of cunning in the principals 
Let us consider from which of th<re any discovery can be probably 
etpected or what reason can be ahtged for which either should 
pjpose himself to punishment for the sal e of mining hia associates 
It 13 therefore my JLorcL plain from tliu instance that without 
the confession of some guilty per on no discovery can be made of 
those crimes which arc most detnmentol to our happiness and most 
dangerous to otir liberties It is apjnrent that no man will discover 
his own guilt while there reni'uos any danger of sufienng by his 
confession , it is certain that such crimes will be committed if they 
pre not discouraged by the fear of punishment and it cannot there 
fore be denied that a proclamation of indemnity is neces ary to 
their detection ' 

Hus my Lords as not as it has been allied a method un 
known to our constitution as every man that reads the common 
papers will easily discover I doubt if there has been for many 
years n single month in which Some revvard as well a* indemnity 
lias not been promised to any man who having been engaged in 
a robbery would discover his confederates, and surely a method 
that is daily practised for the security of private property may be 
Tcry rationally and justly adopted by the legislature for the preser 
vation of the liappmess and the property of the publick 
The punishment of wickedne tny Lords is Undoubtedly one of 
the ess ntial parts of good government and m reality the cluef 
puiyiose for which society xs in tituted for how will that society in 
which any indmdual may be plundered enslaved and murdered 
without redress and without pum hraent difler from the state of 
corrupt nature in which the strongest mu t be ab olufe and right’ 
and pow er always the ame ’ ’ 
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TJmt conitiliition, therefore, tUoch h-ii not |5ro%jf!c4 for tli'' 
punishment, and piuinn*-!) fot the diHovcrj of quilt, r ‘O f^r in ft 
state of unporfcttion, and requne^ to he ‘<tn nqtlu nid l»v nw pro- 
tisions. 'lliis, my 1 /juI'', far fiom bting our ‘trite, for vi hjvr 
in oui hands a method of dcitetinq the mod {wnterfu! cnm.mli, n 
method m it'^elf agree ible to ica^on, rceommcn'led b) the pni'-tmc 
of oui pi’tdtocn'-oi's, and no.\ apjirotcd once more by tin tanition 
of one of the branche*! of the Icgi'-lat un' 

The objections uhich bate on tins occasion been in'*dc nrrnn*! 
it, ire such as no hm can t'capc, am! uhich tlKrtforc tan Imr no 
'ncight, and it is no «ma]l confinmtion of the ffc|>^h*'ney of it 
that they, by whom it h.is bccit opposed, haie not b^** n abh' to 
attach it mill strongei rca'ons, from ulncb, if we ron^nkr tbeir 
abilities, we sball be tom meed, that nothing ba‘- ‘ccairni it but the 
power of tiaith 

It IS cntjuirtd by the noble I.ord, bow wo "hall di^tinguidi tnie 
from false CMdencc, to which it may be scry readily answered, that 
we sball distinguish them by the sunt mc-ins as on any oth''r occa- 
sion, by comjiinng the allegations and considering how tnery wit- 
ness agiccs with othcisand with himself, how far Insas-'Crtions are 
in thcmschcs probable, how they arc tonfinned oi-wcahcn«l by 
known tircumstanccs, and bow fat they arc imnbdatctl by the con- 
trary* ciidcncc 

We shall, my Lords, if we add oui sanction to this bill, di'covcr 
when any man s accusation is prompted by hr- inti rest, as we might 
know wlietlier it was dictated by Ins malice 

It baa been asked also, how an\ man can ascertain Ins claim to 
tlic indemnity’ To which it may be easily icpbtd, lint by going 
his evidence he acquiics a light, till that cv idcnte shall be piovcd to 
be false 

The noble Lord who spoke some time ago, and whose abilities 
and qualities are such, that I cannot but esteem and admire him, 
even when conviction obliges me to oppose him, lias pioposcd a 
case in which he seems to imagine that a inurdcicr might secure 
himself from punishment, by connecting Ins cumewith some trans- 
action in winch the Eail of Oiford should be interested This ease, 
my Lords, is sufficiently improbable, noi is it easy to mention any 
method of tual ih which some inconvenience may not be produced, 
in the indefinite complications of cucumstanccs, and unforeseen. 
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rehiion*! of events It « } notrn to Iiare happened once and can 
not W k/ion» not io )sitTC happened often IJ at n person aceu ed of 
tnUrd r H’as tried b> n jurj of ttliich the real murde er «as one 
Will not Ihi Hien ht, an ni^imcot against (lie great prmlege of 
the natites of this emjnn. a trial bj their equals f 
^But TUT Lords I nrn of opinion that the murderer would not 
be indemnified bj thii bill fiince he did not commit the enme bj 
the ihiTciion of the person nhom ho i9 opposed to oecu c nor 
troold U ha\c any nece ary connection svith his conduct but 
might be suppressed m the accusation without any diminution of 
the forcii of the evidence A man vnll not be sutllrccl to introduce 
his accu~atioil mtli an account of all tlic Mllainies of hisnliole life 
but wall be required to confine his testimon) to the oflair upon 
winch he i examined ‘ 

Tlie committee, my Lord will distinguish between the crimes 
perpetrated by the direction of the Earl of Orford and those of 
another kind And should an enormous criminal give such evidence 
as the noble Lord was plea.ed to suppose he may be indemnified 
fot* the briber) but will be hanged for thb murder notwithstanding 
any thing in this bill to the contrary ‘ 

' It has been insisted on by the nobfe Lords who haic spoke 
against £he bill that no enme is proicd and therefore thcie is no 
foundation for it But my Lords I hare alwajs thought that the 
profusion of ibfe pubheh money was s crime and there is evidently 
a rciy large sum expended of which no account has been given 
and what more nearly relates lo the present question of which no 
account has ever been demanded 
' On thii occasion my Lords an assertion has been alleged 
which no personal regard shall ever jircvail upon me to hear with 
out disputing It since 1 think it ts of the must dangerous tendency 
and unsupported by reason or by law It is alleged ^my Lords 
that the civil list i^ not to be considered as publitk money and 
that the nation Iios ther Ibrc no cknm to enquire how it a distn 
Duted that it is gitcn to support the dignity of the CrovVn and 
that only Ins ‘hrajesty can a^k the reason of any failures m the ac 
counts of it ^ ‘ ; 

I Tiave on the contrary my Lords hitherto understood that all 
was pubbek money which was given by the publick The present 
condition of the Crown is veiy ditftrent from that of our anaent 

VOL 11 If 
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inonaix.lis, who supported their dignity by then own estates I ad- 
mit, my Loids, that they might at pleasuie contiact or enlaige 
their expences, moi tgage or alienate their lands, or bestow piesents 
and pensions, unthout controul 

It IS indeed expressed in the act, that the giants of the civil list 
aie without account, by which I have hitherto understood only that 
the sum total is exempt fiom account, not that the mimsteis have 
a light to employ the civil list to such purposes as they shall think 
most conducive to their pm ate views Foi if it should be gi anted, 
not only that the nation has no i ight to know how the whole is ex- 
pended, whirh'is the utmost that tan be allowed, oi to diiect the 
application of any part of it, which is very disputable, jet it cei- 
tamly has a claim to direct m what mannei it shall not be applied, 
and to piovide that boroughs aie not coirupted undei pietence of 
promoting the dignity of the Ciowm 

The coiruption of boroughs, iny Loids, is one of the gieatest 
Climes of which any man under our constitution is capable , it is to 
coriupt at once the fountain and the stieam of government, to 
poison the whole nation at once, and to make the people wicked, 
that they may infect the House of Commons with wicked lepie- 
sentatives 

Such, my Lords, aie the ci lines, the suspicion of which incited 
the Commons to a pubhck enr|uiry, in which they have been able to 
proceed so far, as to piove that the pubhck discontent was not 
without cause, and that such arts had been practised, as it is abso- 
lutely necessaiv, to the pubhck secuiity, to detect and punish 
They therefore pin sued theii_ examination with a degiee of ai- 
dour propoitioned to the impoitance of the danger in which eveiy 
man is involved by the violation of the fundamental laws of the 
constitution, but they found themselves obstructed by the subtilty 
of some who confessed only that they were guilty, and determined 
to be faithful to their accomplices and themselv es 

A faither enquir), my Lords, was, by this unfoieseen ev'asion, 
made impossible, the ultimate and pnncijial agent is shclteied 
fiom the law by his guard of meicenai.es, vvi etches who are con- 
tented to be infamous, if they can continue to be iich, and value 
themselves on then adheience to their mastei, while they aie con- 
spumg to rum then countiy 

The nation, my Loids, in the mean time, justly applies forie- 
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drcas to the poorer of t!ic legisl iture and to its w isdom for methods 
of procuring it bv Ian Ihe Commons Ime complied with their 
importunities and propo e to )Our Lord hips the bill before jou a 
bill for making a pubhclc cnrjuir} po<siblc and foi bringing a 
minister uithin reach of the Ian 

On this occasion my Lords tre arc upbraided svilh our own de 
clantions that the per on mentioned m this bill would qmcH) 
find accusers when he should be digested of hi authont) Echold 
him now aj his ndiocalts rcdiicctl fiom his cnsicd eminence and 
placed on a Icie] with his fellow subjects' behold him no longer 
the distributer of employments or the di biirser of the pubhcl 
ticasurc see him dnested of all sccuntv but that of innocence 
and jet no accusations are produced' 

riu niyI<ords isa topickso fruitfulof pancgjTick and o hap 
I ijy adapted to the imagination of a person Jon^ u ed to celebrate 
the uj doni and mtegritj of ministers that were not the present 
que«lion of too gruat importance to admit of faUc concessions I 
should sufllr it to remain without control ersj 
Hut my Lonl (his is no time for cnminjl indulgence and 
tlicie'orc I sliall annihilate this short lucd triunijih b\ ob ciaing 
that to be out of place is not ntccs arilv to be out of power a 
mini Icr may retain his mfluence who lias resigned his cmploj 
went he may still retain the faaoiir of hii prince and {wssess him 
with a fal e opinion that he can onlv scrurt. his aulhoiitj by pro 
tectmg him or what there equal reason to suspect his success 
ors may be afraid of concurring in a law which may hereafter be 
relived against thcrasehes 

It maj be urged farther my Lords that he cannot with great 
propriety be said to havL no power who sees the legi laturccrowded 
with m n that are indebted to his favour for their rank and their 
fortunes 

Such a man maj lid defiance to enquiry with confidence pro 
duceil by secuntj lery dilTerent from that of innocence he may 
depend upon the secrecy of those whom he has perhaps chosen for 
no other virtue he maj know that common danger will unite 
them to him and that they cannot abandon him without exposing 
-themselves to the amc censures 

These securities my Lotd the fortifications of the last retreat 
of w^cl rdn^^s remain now to be broken and the nation expects its 
H2 
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fate from our determinations, winch will cilher secure the libcrt’Cj 
of our postciity fiom Molation, bj showing that no degree of 
powei can shelter those who shall iiuade Ihcin, oi that our consti- 
tution IS aimed at this peiiod, and that all stiugglcs for its conti 
nuance will be i am 

Let us not, my I^ords, combine with the pubheh enemies, let u= 
not giie the nation leason to behcie that this Hou-c is infected 
with the contagion of lenalit)', that our honour is hcrorne an 
empty name, and that the c\amplcs of our ancestors haie no other 
effect upon us than to raise the price of pcifidy, and enable us to 
sell our country at a highci rate. 

Let us lemcmber, my Louis, that power is supported In ojnnion, 
and that the reicrcncc of the publick cannot be presen ed but by 
rigid justice and active beneficence 

For this reason, I am fai from granting that we ought to he 
cautious of charging those with enmes who haic the honour of a 
seat amongst us In my opimon, my Lords, wc ought to be watch- 
ful against the least suspicion of wickedness in our own body, wc 
ought to eject pollution from our walls, and prcsei i c that pow er for 
which some appear so anvous, by keeping our reputation pui c and 
untainted 

It IS therefore to little purpose objected, that tlicrc is no corpus 
delicti, foi even though it were true, yet while there is a corpus 
suspicioms, then enquuy ought to be made for our own lionour, 
nor can eithei law or leason be pleaded against it 

I cannot tlieiefore doubt, tliat your Lordships will endeavour to 
do justice , that you will facilitate the produebon of oral evidence, 
lest all written proofs should be destioycd, tliat jou will not de- 
spise the united petition of the whole people, of which I dread the 
consequence, noi i eject the only expedient by wbicli their fears 
may be dissipated, and then happiness secuied 

Loid Hardvvicke spoke next in the following mannei — ^My 
Tiords, aftei having, with an intention umnteirupted by any foreigh 
considerations, and a mind intent only on the discovery of truth, 
examined evei y argument which has been urged on either side, I 
think It ray duty to declare, that I have yet discovered no reason, 
which, in my opinion, ought to pievail upon us to ratify the bill that 
is now bcfoie us 

The noble Loxds who have defended it, appear to reason more 
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upon maxjms of polvcj than nrtes of law or pnnciplca of justice 
and seem to imogmc that if thcj can prove it to be expedient it 
I not necessary to show that it is equitable 

Hou far my Lords they ime succeeded m that argument winch 
thej haiL most hliourcd 1 think it not necessary to examine he 
cau c I liaic hitherto iccountcd it on incontcstalilc maxini;, tliat 
uhcneitr interest and virtue are in competition virtue is olwajs to 
he preferred 

'I'iic nohic Lord who spoke first m tins debate bos proved the tin 
reasonableness and illegality of the methods proposed in this bill 
hivond the possibihtv of confutation, he Ins shown that they ore 
inconsistent With tin. law and that the law is founded upon reason, 
lie has proved that the bill suppacs a criminal previous to the 
cnoio summons the mao to a trul and then enquires for what 
oiTtocc 

Nor has he my Lords confined him elf to a detection of the on 
ginal defect the uncertainty of an) crime committed but has pro* 
c eded to prove that upon whatever supposition we proceed the 
bill 13 unequitable and of no other tendency than to multiply 
grievances and establi h a precedent of oppres ion 

For this puri[;o«e he lias shown lliat no c» idcnce can be procured 
by this biU because all those who shall vijkju the encouragement 
proposed in it offer information must be considered as lured wit 
nesses to whom no credit can be gu cn and who therefore ought 
not to be heard 

Ills Lordship also proved that we cannot pass this bill without 
dttmnishing our njjht bestowing new powers upon the Commons 
confirming some of their claims which are most dubious nor by 
consequence vvithoutviolatmgfhc constitution 

To all these arguments aigumcnts drawn from the most import 
ant considerations enforced by tlic strongest reasoning and ex 
plained with the utmost perspicuity wliat Im been replied^ Jlow 
have an) of hi assertions been invalidated oranj of his reasons 
eluded ’ How lias it been shown tliat there is any foundation for a 
criminal chaige that witnesses thus procured ought to be heard oi 
that our rights would not be made disputable b) confirming the pro 
ceedmgs of the Commons » 

It has been answered by a noble Lord that thouj^li there is not 
corpus delicti, there is corpus stispieionis What may he the force of 
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this argument I cannot sav, because I am not ashamed to oun, 
that I do not understand the meaning of the woids I ^erywell 
undeistand what is meant by corpus delicti, and so does cieiy other 
Loid, it IS univeisally known to mean the body of an ofente , but 
as to the words corpus suspicionts, I do not comprehend what they 
mean it is an e\pi ession indeed which I ne\ ei befoi e heai d, and 
can signify, in my apprehension, nothing mo,e than the body of a 
shadow, the substance of something which is itself nothing 

Suchj my Loids, is the piinciple of this bill, by the confession of 
its warmest and ablest advocates , it is a bill foi summoning a per- 
son to a trial, against whom no crime is alleged, and against whom 
no witness Will appeal w ithout a Bnbe 

Foi that those who should appear m consequence of this bill to 
offei their evidence, ought to be consideicd as bribed, will surely , 
need no proof to those who considei, that biibes aie not confined 
to money, and that eveiy man who piomotes Ins own intcieat by 
his deposition, is swearing not foi tiiith and justice, but foi 
himself 

It may be urged, and it is, in my opinion, all that the most fruit- 
ful imagination can suggest in favour of this bill, that they aic 
not lequiicd to accuse the Eail of Oiford, but to gne in their 
evidence concerning his conduct, whether in lus fa\ oui oi against 
him 

But this argument, my Loids, how'ever specious it may seem, will 
vanish of itself, if the bill be diligently considei ed, which is only to 
confei indemnity on those, who in the com sc of then evidence shall 
discovei any of then own dimes, on thos6 whose testimony shall 
tend to fi’c some charge of wickedness on the Eail of Oifoid, 
for it cannot easily be imagined how those who appear in his fa- 
vour, should be under a necessity of levcaling any actions that re- 
quii e an mdemnitj 

Thus, my Lords, it appears that the bill can produce no other 
cfiect than that of multiplpng accusations, since it ofFeis lewaids 
only to those who aie supposed to have engaged in unjustifiable 
practices, and to procure witnesses by this method, is equally unjust 
as to propose a pubhek pnze to be obtained by sw eaiing against any 
of yom Lordships 

If witnesses are to be purchased, we ought at least to offer an 
equal price on eacn side, that though they may be induced by the 
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reward to ofilr their depositions tliey may not be tempted to accu-^e 
rather than to justify 

Should any prnate man my Lords off r a reward to any that 
rvould give evidence again t another without specifying the crime 
of which lie lb accused doubtless he would he considered by thclavvs 
of thi nation as a violater of the rights ot ocietj an open sLn 
derer and a disturber of mankind and would immediately by an 
indictment or information be obhij d to make s^tLfaction to the 
community which he had offended oi to tlie peron whom he had 
injured 

It has my Lord I own b cn a. erted hv the nohL Duke that 
thepublicl Ins a right to every mansevidenee a ma\im which m 
its proper sense cannot be denied For it i» undoubtedly tiue that 
the publi k has a right to all the assistance of ev cry individual but 
It 13 my Lords upon such terms as have been established lor the 
general advantage of all on such terms as the majority of each 
societv has prescribed But my Lords (he majority of a society 
which is the true definition of the publicK are equally obliged 
with the smaller number oi with individuals to the observation of 
justice and cannot therefore presciibc to different individuals thf 
ferent conditions They cannot decree that treatment to be ju t 
with regard to one which they allow to be cruel with respect to 
another The claims of the public! are founded first upon light 
whieh ts itif ariah/e and nevt upon /lie which though mutable 
in its own nature la however to be so fiir fixed as that every man 
may Know hi» own condition his own property and hia own pri 
vilcges or it ceases in effect to be Iw it ceases to be the rule of 
government or the measure of conduct 

In the present case my Lords the publick has not a riglit to hire 
evidence bccau e the publick liv3 hitherto sub isted upon this con 
ditiou among others that no mm shall swear m hi own cau e 
The publick fails not a nj>ht to require from any man thathe should 
betray himself becau e every man may plead that he i exempted 
from that demand by the public! faith 
Thu- iny Lords the right of the jiubhck i only that right w Inch 
the publick has established by law and confirmed by continual 
claims nor is the claim of the pubhek from individual to be ex 
tended beyond fts known bound, cxcejt m times of general di 
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tiess, whcic a few must neccssai.ly sutra for tlic preservation of 
the rest 

Tins necessity is indccil non niged, but surclv it ought to be 
shonn that the present ciiciiuistanccs of afiaiiB iliffor from those of 
any foimei age, betoic it can with an) piopiielj be .is'-ci ted, that 
measures aie now necessarv', nliicli no n'hei dHticsscs, lioaevcr ui- 
gent, 01 pi 01 orations, howcicr flagrant, h ue hitherto jirocluccd It 
ought to be proied, that iiichodness bad di'-roieud •'Oinc new 
slieltei fiom justice, bcfoic new engines arc inientcd to force it 
fiom its leticat, and nci\ poiicis .ipplicd to di-ag it out to punish- 
ment 

The nation has subsisted, ni\ Lnid-?, ‘•o manj cent unc«, has often 
lecovcied fiom flic lingcinig disease of iniiaud coiiaiption, and re- 
pelled the shocks of outiiaid iiokiicc, it has often been endan- 
gered by conaipt counsels, and wicked macliinal ions nnd sui- 
mounted them bj the force ot its established la via, nitbout the 
assistance of tcnipoiaij expedients, at lc,vst ii it bout expedients 
like this, uhich neithei law nor justice can pupjioit, and whicli 
would in itself be a moic atioeious giieianec than those, if they 
were real, uhicb it is intended to punish, and might pioducc far 
gieater evds than those which arc imputed to him against nhom 
it is piojected , 

It has indeed, my Loids, been mentioned by a noble Ijiid, m 
much softoi languegc, es a method only of making an cnquii'y pos- 
sible The possibility of an enquny, my Loids, is a very i emote and 
inoffensive idea , but names will not change the nature of the 
things to yvhicli they aie applied The bill is, in my opinion, cal- 
culated to make a defence impossible, to depnve innocence of its 
guard, and to let loose oppiession and peijuiy upon the woild It 
IS a bill to dazzle the wicked with a piospect of secunty, and to in- 
cite them to purchase an indemnity foi one ciime, by the perpetra- 
tion of another It is a bill to confound the notions of right and 
wrong, to violate the essence of oui constitution, and to leave us 
without any certain secunty toi our pioperties, or laile foi oui 
actions 

Nor are the paiticulai parts less defective than the general foun- 
dation , for it IS full of ambiguous promises, vague ideas, and inde- 
terminate expressions, of which some have been already pai ticular- 
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izcd ty the noble Lords tbit have Rpohen on tins oecision iihose 
obsenations I sliall not repeat nor cncIei>DUP to impiove but 
cannot forbear propo mg- to the a«hocitc» for the bill one sentence 
^hat It mav bo c:cplained bj them and that at least uc may not pass 
what we <lo not undcretand. 

In the enquiry into the conduct of (he Earl of Orford cservman 
as ^vc base already seen is insitcd to bring his evidence and to 
procure an mdemnil) by answering such questions ns shill be 
a Kcd touching or concerning the caid enqtiirij or relative thereto 
UTiat 13 to be understood by this last sentence I would willingly be 
informed I would hear how far the relation to the enquiry is dc 
signed to be extended with what other cnquxriet it is to be conipli 
cated and where the chain of intcrrogalonw is to hive an end 

WTicn an evidence apjiears before the committee how can he be 
certain that the questions isked are relalite to the enquiry > IJow 
can lie be certain that tliey arc such ns he may procure an in 
demmt} by rc«olving? or whether they are not unconnetlcd with 
the principal question aod therefore in idious ond dangerous ’ And 
to vvhit pou cr must he appeal if ho should he pro*eented after 
wai-ds upon his own confession, on pmtcncc that it vras not re/ahie 
to the -enquiry T 

Expressions like these my Lords if they arc not the effects of 
malicious hurry and negligent animosity must be intended to vest 
the committee with absolute aiithonty with the award of life and 
death by leaving to them the liberty to explain the statute nt their 
own pleasure to contract or enlarge the relation to the contro 
versv to enquire without bounds and judge without controul 

Thus my Lords I have laid before )ou my opinion of this bill 
Without any partial regard without exaggerating the lU conse 
quences that may be feared from it or endeavouring to elude any 
reasoning by whicJi it has been defended I have endeavoured to 
pursue the arguments of the noble Lord who spoke first and to 
show that It IS founded upon false notions of criminal justice that 
it proposes irrational and illegal methods of trial (hat it will pro 
duce consequences fatal to our constitution, and establish a prcce 
•dent of oppression 

I have endeavoured in examining the arguments by which the 
bill has been defended, to show that the rights of the pubhek ire 
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n^rcUninrfl, and tint llit' |»n' n of Ihc nnjonfy r to lir liniiUtt bv 
jnonl con uhnlnn'', and to pin./, m ili i(‘ parlutihr 

pait.., tint it is iiiaonii lU, inil» Itniinnlc, and nnintrlltirdd'- 

^Mnt cfii'ds in) inujuiij nn\ Inn* h 'd upon %o*.n Und bipi, 
joniboln •. onl> ran toll, toi mj {nit, tiir nr/rs^iij of duelling «o 
long Ti[Km the /pir lion, liai addid lU w strtn^th to nn (onnrtion, 
and «o clfMil}' do 1 non ‘■cr flir dingn ttul injti=ticc of.* hv Id r 
tin*-, that fliougli I do not iiingino nu'-rlf indiiul vith nn\ p/'/idni 
(Irgico of lifjoisin, I brlmc, lint if I u/rr rondnnncd to a cIiohc 
'o di'agn table, I ^boiild tnon wdliin^U s\ifii i b\ «.nth a bill p,>,'sr.(i 
in m} oun ca'^e, than eoii'^cnt to pus it m tint ol anotl" t 
The Duke of \i’fMr r/plied to tbi folio'* mg / ft' t f — 
Ixnds, I am not M't able to disi met that the bill no” b fore in n 
fitlici illcg*d 01 absurd, lint its mt/ rpu tat .on n doublfitl, o: it. 
pvobiblc con'^equcnecs dingcimis 

The indi'sput ilde niaviin, tint thr p ihh’'} fint ft T'^ht to cinp 
man'! fiidcnrr, In'^ been ccplaincd avaj vith tmich labour and 
Milli more ail Ih in a good cni'^c / in often itqimc lie h no been 
lold of piiblick conlintl*;, of the lights of society with jc^ird to in- 
dniduals, and the pinilcgos of mdniduds uilli rcsji^ct to'oeief} , 
Mc hate had one term opposed to another, onl) to amu«c oui ittcn- 
tjon , and lau, reason, and sophistry, ba\c been mingled, tdl com- 
mon sen<^c y\as lost m the confusion 

But, my Loids, it is easy to disentangle all this pciplevit} of 
ideas, and to set truth ficc from the shackles ol soplustn, h\ ob- 
senmg that it is, in all cinli/cd nations of the uoild, one of the 
fiist piinciplcs of the constitution, that the publick has a light, 
aluays lescncd, of Iming iccom-sc to catraoidman methods of 
proceeding, vhen the happiness of the community ajipeais not suf- 
ficiently seemed by the knoun Ians 

Laus may, by those uho base made the studj and cvplanation of 
them the emjiloymont of their Incs, be esteemed as the gicat 
standard of light, they may be habitually icycienced, and con- 
sideied as sacicd m then oyvn natuic, yyithout icg*inl to the end 
yyhicb they aic designed to produce 

But others, my Loids, yvbosc minds opciate yvitliout any impedi- 
ment from education, y\ill easily disco\ci, that layys aic to be re- 
garded only lor then use, that the poyyci yyhicb made tliem only 
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for the publick ad\nntagL ought to alter or annul them when 
they arc no longer sen iccablc or when they obstruct those effects 
which they were intended to promote 

1 will theref irt my Lords still assert that the fuhltck has a 
Tight to every mans evidence and tliat to reject any bill which can 
haie no other con ctjut-nci. than that of enabling the nation to 
assert its claim to reconcile one principle of law with another and 
to deprive Mllainy of an ciasion which may always be used is to 
denj justice to an ojijircsscd people and to concur m the rum of 
our country 

And farther my Lords f confidently affirm it has not been 
proied that this bill can endanger any but the guilty nor lias jt 
been shown that it i drawn up for anj other piiqiosi. than tliat 
which the noble Lord mcnliontd of hindcung an enquiry from 
being impossible it may therefore justly be n-tjuircd from tho e 
who affect on this occasion so much tentltmcss for liberty so 
many suspicions of remote designs ami so muth real for our con 
stitution to demon tnlc that either an cntjinrj maj be earned on 
b) other tsMos or th^t an cnijutry is itself superfluous or un 
proper 

Though none of those who haic spoken against the bill base 
been Willing to expo e tlicmschcs to unncrsal indignation by 
dcclanng tliat they would gladly obstruct the progress of tbc 
enquiry^ that they <let>ij,ncd to throw a mut oier the pubhcL af 
fairs and to conceal fnnn the people the causes of their mueiy 
and though I hwc no ri^ht to cliaigc those who differ from me m 
opinion With intentions which as they do not a\ow them cannot 
be proved , this howeier I will not fear to affirm tint those who 
are for rejecting this method of ciiquin would consult their honour 
by proposing some other cquallj efficacious lest it should be 
thoUjjht by uchqs luienot any opportunities of knowing their su 
perionty to temptations that they arc influenced br ome motnes 
which they arc not willing to own and that thej are in ccict 
enemies to the enquuy though in public! they only condemn the 
method of puisuing it 

The Duke of New castle next rose and spoke to this effect — 
My Lords the arguments which liaie bten produced in defence of 
the bill before us howeier tbo'e who off r them may be influenced 
by them liave made, hitherto \ery little iniprcs ion ujion me; my 
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opinion of the impiopncty and illegality of tins nev.* method of pio- 
§ecutionj still continues the same, nor can it be e\pectrd that I 
should altei it, till those ica-^ons liJlie been ansueied which ha\e 
been offered by the noble Lord who spoLe fimt in the debate 
The advocates foi the bill seem indeed conscious of the insuffici- 
ency of their aiguments, and have therefore added motnes of 
anothei kind, they have infoimcdus, that out powci subsists upon 
our reputation, and that our reputation can only be piescncd by 
concuiiing in the measuies rceomniended by the Conmions , they 
hate insinuated to us, that he who obstiucts this bill, wall be 
thought desirous to obstiuct the enquiry, to conspire the nun of 
his countiy, and to act in confederacy with jiubhck rohbeis. 

But, my Loids, whethei the nation is really exaspciatcd to such 
a degree as is rcpiesented, whethei it is the gcncml opinion of 
mankind that the piibhck affairs haic been unfaithfully admi- 
nistered, and whether this bill has been dictated by a desire of 
pubhek justice, or of private rcienge, I have not tbouglit it ncccs- 
saiy to enquire , having long leai ned to act m consequence of my 
own conviction, not of the opinions of others, at least not of those 
who deteimme upon questions which they cannot understand, and 
judge without baling evei obtained an opportunity of examining 

Such, my Lords, must be the opinions of the people upon ques- 
tions of policy, opinions not formed by icflection, but adopted 
Jfrom those whom they, sometimes wath very little reason, unnijine 
nearer spectators of the government than themselves, and in whom 
they place an implicit confidence, on account of some casual act ol 
popularity \ 

I shall not, thercfoie, think the demands of the people a rule of 
conduct, nor shall ever fear to incur their resentment in the prose- 
cution of then interest I shall never flatter tlieir passions to ob- 
tain then favom, or giatify then revenge for fear of their contempt 

The inconstancy, my Loids, of pubhek applause, all of us have 
observed, and many of us have experienced , and we know that it 
is very fai from being always the reward of meiit We know that 
the biightest chaiacter may be easily darkened by calumny, that 
those who are labouring for the welfare of the pubhek, may be 
easily repiesented as traitois and oppressois , and that the people 
may quickly be persuaded to jom in the accusation 

That the people, however deceived, have a right to accuse whom- 
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soever the) suspect and that their accusation ought to be heard i 
do not deny but surely my lords the opinion of the people is not 
such a proof of guilt as will justify a method of prosecution never 
known before or giie us a right to throw dowTi the barriers of 
liberty and punish by power those whbm we cannot convict by 
law 

Let any of youi Lordships suppose himself by some accident ex 
posed to the temporary malice of the populace let him imagine his 
enemies inflaming them to a demand of a prosecution and then 
proposing that lie sliould be deprived of the common methods of 
defence and that evidence should be hired against him^ lest the 
pubhek should be dioappomtc-d and he will quickly discover the 
unreasonableness of this bill 

I suppose no roan wiU deny that methods of prosecution mtro 
duced on one occasion may be practised on another and that m 
the natural rotations of power the same means may be used for 
very different ends Nothing is more probable my Lord if a bill 
of this kind should be ever passed m compliance with the cbmouts 
of the people to pumsh ministers and to awe the court than that 
It may in time if a wicked minister should arise be made a prece 
dent for measures by which the court may intimidate the champions 
of the people , by which those may be pursued to destruction who 
have been gudty of no other crane than that of serving their coun 
try m a manner which those who are ignorant of the circumstances 
of affairs happen to di approve 

The measures now proposed my Lords are therefore to be re 
jected because it is evident that they will establish a precedent by 
which virtue may at any time be oppressed but which can be veiy 
seldom necessary for the detection of wickedness , since there is no 
probability that it will often happen tliat a man really guilty of 
enormous crimes can ecure hmisclf from discovery orconnect others 
with him in such a manner tliat they cannot impeach him without 
betraying themselves 

But my Lords whenever virtue is to be persecuted whenever 
false accusations are to be promoted tius method is incontestably 
useful for no reward can so efficaciously prevail upon men who Ian 
guish m daily fear of pubUefc justice as a grant of impunity 

It may be urged my Lords I own that all enquiries into futu 
nty are idle speculations that the expedient proposed is proper on 
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the present occasion, arncl that no methods of justice me to he al- 
lowed, if the possibility of applying them to bad purposes, is a suf- 
ficient reason for i ejecting them 

But to this, my Lords, it may be answered uith equal reason, that 
every process of law is hkcivisc in some degicc defect i\o , that the 
complications of circumstances .ne %.uiablc without end, and llicrc- 
foie cannot be compiiscd m any ccitam lulc, and that wc must 
have no established method ol justice, if we cannot be content with 
such as may possibly be sometimes eluded 

And, mj Loids, it may be ob=cncd faithei, (hat seared) an) 
practice can be conccncd, howcici gcncmlh uniea'onable and un- 
just, w'lucli may not be sometimes equitable and jiiojiei , and tliat 
if w'e are to lay aside all icgaid to futuiit), and act merclv with rc- 
gaid to the picsent cMgcncc, it mi) be often piopcr to \iolate 
cieiy pait of our constitution This House ma) sometimes haie 
rejected bills benehtial to the nation, and if this icisoning be al- 
lowed, it might ha\c been wise and just in the Commons and the 
cinperoi to haae suspended oui authoiitv byfoicc, to ha^ c a oted us 
useless on that occasion, and have passed the law w ilhout oui con- 
cuirence 

With regard to the establishment of cnminal prosecutions, as 
well as to OUI end nglits, we arc, m) Loids, to considci what is 
upon the whole most foi the advantage of (he jniblick , wc aic not 
to admit piactices which may be sometimes useful, but may be 
often pernicious, and which suppose men bettei oi wiser than thcT 
aie We do not giant absolute pow'ci to a wise and modci-ate 
prince, because his succcssois may inheiit Ins powci without his 
viitues, we aie not to (rust or allow' new methods of prosecution 
upon an occasion on which they may seem useful, because (hey maj 
be employed to pm poses veiy ditrcient fiom those fox which they 
were intioduced 

Thus, my Lords, I have shown the impiopiiety of the bill now 
befoie us, upon the most favoiuable supposition that can possibly 
be made, a supposition of the guilt of the noble person against 
whom it is contnved And suiely, mv Loids, what cannot even in 
that case be appioved, must, if we suppose him innocent, be de- 
tested 

That he is really innocent, my Louis, that he is only blackened 
by caluran), and piusued by resentment, cannot be more strongly 
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proved than by the nccc' it} to which his enemies arc redneed of 
ti mg cxpedicntj ne'er Iieanl of in this intion before to procure 
accu-ations against him expedients ninth they cannot shoiv to 
haie been at any tune ncccs ary for the puniahtncnt of a man really 
Wicked and which hj bringing guilt and innocence into the same 
tlingcr Icaie us at liberty to imagine that he is cleat from the 
cnmca imputed to him c\cn in the opinion of tho c who pursue 
him with the fiercest ix^cntincnt and the loudist clamours 

It may well be imagined my Lords that those whom he has so 
long defeated by lus abilities see themselves now bafllcd h} his in 
nocence and tint they only non j>cr<ccule his clnracttr to bidi, 
the true reason for which they formerly aflackcd his power 

1 hope mv Lords I shall be cisil) forgiven for obsenmg that 
this IS a testimony of uncorrupted greitness more illustrious tlian 
any former minister Ins ever obtained forwhen was it known my 
Jjords that aftcra confinuanceof power for twenij tears anj man 
when lus conduct became the subject of pubhek examination was 
without accusers ’ 

I cannot for mj jiart but congratu ile (he noble person upon 
lus triumph over malice malice asSLted by snbtilty and experience 
by wcaltli and power which is at length obh^cil to confess its im 
|>otcnce to call upon us to a si t it with new laws to enable it to 
ofFtr a reward for cvulenic igomst him and throw down the boun 
danes of natural justice that he mav be haras cd censured and op 
pressed uponwliom it cannot be piovcd that lie ever deviated from 
the law or emploved lus jiowcr for any other end than the promo- 
tion of the pubhek happiness 

IHd (he officers of the cm vn my I ords when hi influence was 
represented o great and hi dominion o absolute projected any 
uch measures for lit defence had they propo cd to silence his 
opponents by calling them to a (ital and olTeretl a stated pnee foi 
accu ations against them how loiidlv would they have been cliargcd 
With the most flagrant violation of the laws and tlic most open di 
regard of the rights of nafiite with liow much vehemence would 
it have been urged that fli^wcre intoxicated vvitli their bucccss 
and tliat in the full security of power tliey thought thcinsehu cnti 
tied to neglect the great di tinctions of right and wrong and deter 
mined to cmplov the 1 w fox the completion of tho c piirpo e. m 
which justice would give them no as utance ' 
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I doubt not that jour Lordships will easily pcrccuc, that this 
censuic is equallv just m cithci ease, lint \ou will not allow any 
man to he piosecuted by methods which he ought not to Inic used 
in his ow'n c.i=e , that jou wall not cvposc any man to hardshi])=, 
fiom which eieiy other member of the communitv is e\enipt that 
you will not suffei any man to be ti icd bv hii cd e\ idcncc , and that 
j^ou will not condemn him whom the law aceputs 

Lord Bathurst spoke nc\t, in substance as follows — alj Loids, 
the question under our consideration has been so lung and so accu- 
rately debated, that little can be added to the 1151111101116 on citlicr 
side, and tliercfoic, though I think it neecssan on so impoitant an 
occasion to make a solemn declaration of mv opinion, I shall cmlea- 
■vour to support it, not so much b> anj arguments ol mj own, is 
by a 1 ecapitulation and comparison of those which ha\c been al- 
ready heard by yom Lordships 

It has not been denied, that the punishment of crimes is abso- 
lutely necessary to the pubhek seem it y, and as it is ciulont, that 
Climes cannot be punished unless thej aic detected, it must be al- 
lowed, that the discoieiy of wicked nieasuics ought to be m a icry 
gieat degree the caie of those who are entimstcd with the gmcin- 
ment of the nation , noi can they better discharge then tnist, than 
by defeating the aitificcs of intiigue, and blocking up tlic retreats 
of guilt 

This likewise, my Lords, is admitted with such lestiictions as 
seem intended to pieclude anj advantage that might be drawn fiom 
the appearance of a concession, foi it is urged, that guilt is not to 
be detected by any methods which are not just, and that no methods 
ai e just w'hicb are not usual 

The fiist position, my Loids, I haie no intention to conti overt, 
as it IS not to violate justice, but to prescive it from iiolation, that 
this bill has been pi ejected 01 defended But, my Lords, it is to be 
observed, that they who so warmly lecommend the stnetest adher- 
ence to lustice, seem not fully to understand the duty wluch they 
urge To do justice, my Lords, is to act with impaitiahty, to ba- 
nish from the mmd all regaid to peisonal motnes, and to consider 
every question in its whole extent, without suffenng the attention 
to be'iestiamed to particular cucumstances, 01 the judgement to be 
obstructed by partial affection 

This rule, my Loids, seems not to have been very caiefully ob- 
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ervec] bj the most \ehcment advocates for justice in the case before 
us for th j appear not to be solicitous that any should recene 
justice but the ] erson mentioned m the bill thev do not rememb i 
that the publick has cned out for justice more than twenty years 
for justice avhich has not yet been obtained and wmch can be ob 
tamed only by the method now propo cd 
It IS nece sary my Lords for tho e who are so watchful against 
the breach of justice to piovc that any means can be unjust which 
ha\c no other tendency than the detection of wickednes of wick 
ednes too artful or too power ul to be punished by tJ e common 
rules of law 

Ihe mtroductfon of new methods of prosecution 13 the natural 
consequence of new schemes of >inainy o new art ofeiasion nor 
IS it nece sary that preced nts should be produced when the wis 
dom of the legislature concurs in acUnowle<fging the ncce sity of e\ 
traordmary measures Though our constitution is in the highest 
degree excellent I never yet heard tint it v'ns perfect and what 
ever IS not perfect may be nnproted Our laws however wiSe are 
yet the contrivances of human policy and \ hy liould we de pair 
of adding somewhat to that which wc inherit fiom our ancestor ’ 
M hy should we imagine th t they anticipated every contingencv 
and left notlung for succeeding ages* 

I thuik my Lord wrth the highest regard both of our laws and 
those by whom they were enacted but I look with no le s venera 
tion on this illu tnous assembly I believe your Lord hips equal to 
your progenitors m abilities and therefore since you cannot but 
outgo them in experience am confident that you may make im 
provements m the fabnek which they have erected that you may 
adorn it with new beautie* or strengthen it with ntw supports 
It cannot at least be denied that your Lordships have all the 
power of your ancestors and since every law was once new it is 
certain they w ere far from iroagming that there was always a neces 
sity of cnquinngnfter precedents If the argument drawn from the 
Want of precedents be now of any force let it be proved that its force 
Was less in any former reign and let it be considered liow our go 
vernment Could have attained its present excellence hadthi&Hoii e 
insteail of applying to every gnevance its proper remedy been 
amused with turning over journals and looking upon every new 
Vor II I 
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cmci genre foi piccetlcnlfe, of which if is certain that there must 
have been a time in wlucli they were not to be lound. 

In all legulations established by the Icgislatuic, it is sufTa icnt that 
they do not pioducc confusion by being inconsistent with foijner 
laws, that they unite easily with oui constitution, and do not tend 
to the embaiTassnient of the machine of goicinnient Tins consi- 
deration, iny Loids, has been in a iciy rcnidikahlo mannei icgaid- 
ed by those who drew up the bill hcfoic us, a bill of which the 
noble Duke has piovcd, that it will be so far fiom perplexing oui 
judicial pioceedings, that it will leconcilc the law' to itscli, and fice 
us fiom the neccssitj of obeying one precept by the neglect of 
anothei 

The aiguments of the noble Duke aic cuch as, in nij opinion, 
cannot be answeied, oi hcaid iinpaitially without comiction 'Ihc 
maxims quoted by him aic each of them incontestably line, they 
aie on this occasion incompatible, and this is the onlj method by 
wluch they can be leconcilcd 

Nor baa he only show'n the projiricty of the hill b) incfragable 
reasons, but has proved likewise, that it is consistent, not only witli 
the constitution of om goveinment, but with the practice oi our 
ancestois , he has shown, that it may be suppoi ted not onlj by i ca- 
son, but by bills of the same kind, enacted on occasions of far less 
importance 

He has proied, my Louis, all tliat the most sciaipulous enquuer 
can wish , he has made it evident, that the bill w ould be propei, 
though it were unpiecedented , he has pioduccd many precedents 
m support of it, and has thereby evinced, that the only piesent 
question is. Whether it is just ’ To the piecedents alleged by him it 
has been objected, that (hey difici m some particulai-s But when, 
my Lords, did any two actions, howcici common, agice in every 
cucumstance? Relations may be complicated without end, and 
every new complication pioduces new appearances, wluch, howevei, 
aie always to be disiegaided while the constituent punciples lemam 
unvaned. 

if we considei the difficulties in wluch the opponents of the bill 
hav e mvolved themselves, it wiU. not be easy to think w ell of a cause, 
which giVes birth- to such wdd assertions, and extravagant opinions^ 
They have fiist, by reqmrmg precedents, determined, that om con- 
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fititution must be bencefornard for e\er at a stand and tlicn by 
declaring that no precedents are of any weight in which every 
circumstance is not parallel to the case in debate liaie (Icbarred us 
from the repetition of any occasional law they has e declared al 
tnost in plain terms them dies useless and destroyed that autho 
nty at orice which they ecm Bo much afraid of communicating to 
the Commons 

But by none of their arts of subtle di-tmction my Lords have 
they been able tb crade tlic ailment which arises from the con 
formity of this bill to the common practice of our courts , an ai^ 
ment which hag produced no other answer than lOud declamations 
against the indeccncj of companng witli pickpockets and bighwai 
men a nobIt permn a minister of acknowledged ment long 
graced with the favour of his Sovereign and Jong divested with the 
highest trust 

I my Lords om ury far from pleasing m)SelfwitJi hccntioUs or 
indecent language^ lam far from env) mg nnrman that exaltation 
which he obtains either by good or by bsd actions and hav'e no in 
cliftation of levelhag the person whose cbnduct I desu:e to see ex 
amined with the profligate or ihfamous let J cannot fbrb.^r to 
observe tliat high rank is an aggravation of villainy Uiat to have 
enjoyed tlie favour of his Sovefcigh js no defence of bun tliat his 
abused it j ahd that high tnlst is an Imhour only to that inan who 
when he lays down fais office dares stand an enquiiy 

Had there been no precedent in our judicial proceedings my 
Lords vthich bore iny resemblance to this bill there would not 
from thence hate arisen anyjUst objection Common proceeding 
are established for common occasions and it seems to have been 
the ptmciple bf otir ancestors that it is better to give ten guilty 
personi an opportufiity of escaping justice than to pumsh^oiio 
mnocent person by an uojost sentence, a pHncipIe whichj 
perhaps might not be erroneous m common cases m which only 
one individual was injured by another or when the trial vvas 
by the law tjomhnttcd to n common jury who might easily be 
misled 

TliCy might likewise imagirtc to} LordSi that a criminal encou 
raged by d fortunate escape to a repetition of lus guilt would un 
doubtedly some time fill lOto the hands bf the law though hot ex 
tended on purpose to eire him and therefoi e they constituted their 

12 
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proceedings in sucli a manner, that innocence might at least not be 
entiapped, though guilt should sometimes gam a repiieve 

But in the present case, my Lords, every ciicumstance lequires a 
difFeieiit conduct By the crimes which this bill is intended to de- 
lect, not single persons, oi piivate families, but whole nations, and 
all orders of men, have long been injured and oppressed, and op- 
piessed with such success, that the ciiminal has no temptation to 
renew his practices, nor 'is there any danger of an eironeous sen- 
tence, because the trial will be heaid by this House, by persons 
whose integrity sets them above coiTuption, and whose wisdom rvill 
not be decen ed by false appearances 

This consideiation, my Lords, affords an unanswerable reply to 
those who represent the bill as ill-concei ted, because the evidence to 
be piocured by it, is the testimony of men, partners, by their own 
confession, in the ciimes which they reveal 

Eveiy court, my Lords, examines the credibility of a witness, 
and the known corruption of these men may be pioperly pleaded at 
the trial, wheie }0ui Lordships will balance every circumstance 
with your known impartiality, and examine how far every assertion 
is imahdated by the chaiacter of the witness, and how far it is con- 
fiimed by a corroboratory concuirence of known events, or sup- 
ported by other testimonies not liable to the same exception 

Thus, my Lords, it may be obscired how quickly the clouds are 
dispersed with which interest or perverseness have endear ouied to 
obscure the truth, and how easily the strongest objections which 
the greatest abilities could .raise against this bill are confuted, or 
how apparently, when they arc closely examined, they confute 
themselves 

One of the objections that requiie no answer is, that which has 
been raised with legard to the extent of the indemmty offered in the 
bill, w'hicli, in the opinion of those that opposed it, ought to be le- 
strained to particular persons But that it is chief! j, if not solely, 
intended to be applied to those who hav e refused to answer the 
questions of the committee, I believ’c every Lord in this House is 
fullj conv meed , it was, howev'ei , necessary to draw it up in gene- 
lal terms, lest other artifices might have''been employed, and lest, 
by pointing out particular persons, opportunity might have been 
given to deprive the pubhek of their evidence, by prevailing upon 
them to withdraw 
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enquiry from lung xmposulle llic tlifilcult^ of enquiries for tlie 
piibliclt IS well known, ami tlie (lifTiciilt) an m clucny from the in 
abiUtj of the p opie to reward llicir nihofatc' or thiir oiiKnce 
Tlie state of the court mj I>onl is serj ibnirtnt, the crown can 
not onlr pardon but 'idxnncc llio e tint base on an) occasion pro 
uiotcd its interest and I liopc it will not be too much power to be 
for once grantel to tin. people if ihrv arc empowered to throw a 
simple inJcniniflcation into the UiLncc 'ind tr) whether with the 
slight addition of truth and rea.on and justice it will be able to 
weigh down titU and wc-ihh anilpowir 

It has been ui^e<l that there is dinger lest this bill should be 
come a prccctlcnt I bo|ie ni) l.«nls the amc occasion will not 
often liappcn and whtneser it shall hereafter occur the prcceilcnt 
of |»a.sing (he bill will be. much I “a din^erous than lliat of ic 
jcctiog It. 

I hope it IS not ncecs arj to say more on t)iu occasion jot I can 
not furboar to remind some J.onl of the fatal ion cqucnccs which 
at critical conjunctures (hc> h*\c often divailcd or appcarctl to 
dread from a disagTctoicnt of tin Hou e with the Common, At 
this time m wlucli the nation is cn.^cCd in war when the whole 
continent is one general scene of discord nnd confusion , when the 
wisest counsel the firmest unaninutv and the most rigorous inca 
sures arc apparcntlj nece -arj it might not be improjicr to reflect 
how un casonibly we shall irritate the Common bv njccting tins 
bill and how justly we shall exasperate the people by showing 
them that their comphmts and remonstrances are of no weight , 
that they must expect the rcilress ol thiir giici-antis from some 
other power and that iicprcfci tlw impumtj of one man to the 
happinc..s and safetj of the publick 

Lord Ilax spoke next (o lli following, purirasc — Wy Lords is 
there has in this debate been rtry frequent mention of cxtraordi 
nary cases of new modes of wicl edness winch jcquire new forms 
of procedure and new mts of eluding justice winch make new 
methods of prosecution ncccssarj I cannot forbear to lay before 
your Lordships my sentiments on this question , sentiments not so 
much formed by reflection as impressed by expeiicnce and which I 
owe not to any superior degree of penetration into future cicnts 
but to subsequent discoicncs of my oavn eirors 

I have ob cned my Lord that m everj collision of parties that 
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occasion on which their passions aie inflamed, is al\va}S termed an 
e-s^tiaoidinary donjunctuic, an important ciisis of afiaiis, either be- 
cause men affect to talk in strong teims of the business in which 
they are engaged, for the ‘•ake of aggrandizing tlicmselves in then 
oivn opinion and that of the woild, oi because the picsent object 
appeals gieatest to their sight by inteicepting others, and that is 
imagined by them to be leally most important in itself, by winch 
then own pleasuie is most affected 

On these evtiaordinary occasions, my Lords, the victorious haie 
ahva)"s endeavouicd to secuie then conquest, and to giatify their 
passions by new laws, by laws, eien in the opinion of those by 
whom they aic piomoted, only justifiable by the picscnl cMgcnce 
And no soonei has a new lotation of affairs gnen the supenoiity to 
anotliei party, than another law equally um casonablc and equally 
new^, IS found equally neccssaiy for a contrary puqiose Thus is 
our constitution violated by both, undei the pietencc'of seeming it 
fiom the attack of each other, and lasting evils have been admitted 
foi the sake of aveitmg a tempoiary danger 

I hsi\e been too long acquainted with mankind to charge any 
party with insinceiity m their conduct, oi to accuse them of affect- 
ing to lepiesent then disputes as moie momentous than they ap- 
pealed to their own eyes I know, my Lords, how' highly e\eiy 
man leains to value that wdiich he has long contended for, and how 
easily e\ery man prerails upon himself to belieie the security of the 
pubhek complicated with his own I have no other mtention in 
tdaese remaiks, than to show how men aie betiayed into a concur- 
lence in measures, of which, when the aidour of opposition has sub- 
sided, and the imaginary danger is past, they haie -very seldom fail- 
ed to lepent 

I do not remembei, niy Loids, any deviation fiom the established 
oidei of our constitution, which has not afteiwaids produced re- 
morse m those that advised it I hav e known many endeavour ta 
obviate the evils that might be piodured by the piecedents which 
they have conliibuted to establish, by pubhek declarations of their 
lepentance, and acknowledgements of their eiior, and foi my part, 
X take this oppoi tunity of declaiing, that though I hav^e moi e than 
once promoted e-ctiaordmary bills, I do not lecoUect one which I 
would not now oppose, nor one of which expeiience has not shown 
me, that the danger is greater than the benefit 

I hav'e learned at length, my Lords, that oui constitution has 
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befiil 0 fofihed bj thu tvisdom of our ance'^tors that it la able to 
protect itself by its Otrn powers mthotit any a si-jtance from tem 
porary expedients n-hieh like some kinds of medicines in the hu 
man bodj may give it the appearance Of uncommon vigoui but 
which in secret, pre} upon iW noblest parts and htiriy it to a sud 
den decay 

But none of aU the measures Info which I hare seen parties 
precipitated by acrimony and impetuositj hare I known parallel 
to the bill which is novr defended in this House; a bill which I 
hope V, e shall hare reason to term the wildest effort of mi guided 
zeal and the most absurd project that the enthusiasm Of fjctioit 
etet produced 

The particular clauses of this bill hare been already examined 
with gi^at acuteness and penetration, and hare all been bown to 
be absurd or useless I shall therefore only add this ob errstioxi/ 
that the indemni/icaflon; however liberal]} offered wiU bewhollyat 
the disposal of (hose who sluU rcceire the ex ifnmatxms by whom 
vrhen such discoveries are not made as they may happen to expect 
the witne ses maj be charged with reserve and insincerity and be 
proseeirtcd for tho«e entries which could nerer have been known 
but by their own confession 

It is not impossible but that if the bait Of indcmmiication shall 
be found insufficient to produce testimonies against the noble per 
on 3 bill of pains and penalties may be attempted to ter/itj those 
who are tocrwise to be ensnared byspecious promLes for what may 
not be expected from tho e who Imc already sent their fellow sub 
jects to prison only for refu mg to accuse themselves ? 

Nor can I di cover, my Lords, IkW the mobf abandoned villains 
Will be hindered from procUnng indemnity by peijory or what shall 
exclude a conspirator against the life and government of his J\Ia 
jesty from pardon if he swears that in a plot for setting the Pre- 
tender on the throne he was assisted by the counsels of the Earl of 
Orford 

It has indeed been in some degree granted (hat the bill requires 
some amendment by proposing that the necessary aUerations may 
be made to such parts of it as shall appear defective to the commit 
tee which would indeed be highly expedient if only some particu 
lar clauses were exceptionable but my Lords the intention of the 
bill IS cruel and oppressive the measures by which that intention 
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JS jnninOtcd aic co ninny <o Luv, and nilhoul piecerienf , and lha 
ongmal pnnciplc is fal-iC, as it supposes a tuinin tl pir uoin to the 
cuiiic 

It 4 S ingcd as tl’C most pressing aigiiment b) tlic adiocatcs for 
llicbillj that it ought to be jiarscd to gititif) tiic ptojilc I Know 
not, inj I-ouK, upon ulmt pimciplcs those wlio plead so earnestly 
fot iierid justice, can endenom to innucncc oui decisions b\ any 
othci metis cs, or why they think it moic ccpiitahlc to sacnfitcany 
man to the icscntment of the people, than to the malice of any sin- 
gle pri-on , noi can conccnc why it should he thought Ic-i cimii- 
nal to sell oui loiccs foi popiil inly than for picfcnncnt 

As this IS thciefoic, inv T-.oid=^, a bill contmiy to all foimcr laws, 
and inconsistent with itsedf, as it only tends to produce a bid end 
by bad means, and nolatcs the con'^titution not to iclieec but to op- 
piess, as the parts, singly constdcicd, aic defective, and the whole 
gioimdcd upon a fabe pnncijilc, it ncilhci icqmrco any longer de- 
bate, nor dcscn’cs any faithei eonsideiation , it is rather to be de- 
tested than ciiticised, and to be ujcctcd without any supciflunu.-. 
attempt foi its amendment 

[Tiie afoicrncntioncd Loids w'cre all who spoke in tins debate 
The question being then put, M lietlici the bill should be commit- 
ted ^ It passed in the negative 

Content 47 Not content 02 

Pioues 10 Proxies 17 

5" 109 

But a Piotest was enteied on tins occasion, signed by 2S Louis, 
the formei pait of it was drawn fiom the speech of the Duke of Ar- 
gyle, and the lattei part of it fiom that of Loul Caiteiet ] 
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HOUSE or lokds 

M\i 20 174^ 

OV THE SECURITir AND PROTECTION OF TR4DE AND NAVICATIOV 

Tlic same day that the Lord read a first time the indemnification 
bill they read also for the first time a bill sent from tlio Commons 
entitled Acl for the belter ftrotecting and securin'^ the Trade and 
I^ait^alion of this Ktnsdom tn Tune of Jt ar As this bill Ind a re 
markable rue passed the Cbmmons nithout a dnision andthcend 
proposed by it was so commendable it may be proper to give ome 
account of it before we proceed to the debate thereon m th^Hoiut 
of Lords 

It may be remembered (liat we liavc mentioned great cause of 
complaint on account of the losses su tamed by the British mer 
cliants from the enemy s pnvaitccrs who w ere not sufficiently check, 
ed Tlie riicrchants and trodcra of Jxmdon Bn fol and other ci 
tics having applied to the administration in vain presented pcti 
tions to both Houses setting forth among other things that 
notwithstanding the growing in olence of the Spanish privateers 
the apphcations of the swOenng -merchants for protection and re 
dress had been neglected that numbers of his Majesty s most use 
ful subjects hare been reduced to want and impri onment or com 
pelled by inhuman treatment and despainng of a cartel for the ex 
change of pn oners Iiad enlisted in the service of Spam , that there 
had been vanous neglects and delays in the appointment of convoys 
and some of the coramandeis of the few that had been granted de 
serted the ships under their care at sea and left them as a piey to 
the enemy &c 

One petition farther sajs That the wont of ships of force pro- 
perly stationed encouraged the enemy to encreo-c the number of 
their privateers 

Another That most of the captures w ere almost on our coast 
in the Channel and soundings at a tunc when the naval force of 
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Biitaui was gicatci than c\cr was knoun, a few ^lujis of nlitch 
might have luincd the cnctnj's jnnatocis ” 

One set of the ])eti(ionei s ajijii chtncl, that inn'll of t he c ipl in cs 
might ha^e been prcicntcd, had a fcir<hips been piopeih ‘-t.itioiicd 
on this side Cape Fimsteiie, and the toininandcis kept to the strict- 
est dut^ “ 

Othei petitioners aic not a little alarnud, not onh at the rn- 
cieasc and mimbci of the Spanish jirnaleei- 1 ttely equipped, but at 
the une\pccted gicat strength the cneniv ha\e liteU shown in tlie 
Meditermncan, by winch then tmde must become mmc prec,uious 
than ever ” 

The last petition dchicied in v is fiom the Ma\oi, Aldermen, 
and Commons of the tity of London, ‘citing foith, “ that they had 
seen a powerful and well proiidcd licet icinain inactnc in out own 
ports, oi more ingloiiously putting to sea, without the ajifitarancc 
of anj enterpii/e in MOW j wliileom trading a es^els were d ulj ex- 
posed to the pinatccis of an inconsiderable port, and a Iteblc ene- 
my holds our naval powci m dciision, to the nun of tnidc, the en- 
riching the enemy, and the disgrace of the British name ’ 

Their gcncml lequest is, that they may haae rcgul u coniov, 
and that the commanders be oidcicd not to dcscrt their charge 
when m dangei , tliat ci lasers be properly stationed, subject tosuch 
inspection as shall best answci the end tlcsigncd ” 

Tliey all concluded ivitli piaying, that the House would make 
such piovision for the future scainty of the naiigation and com- 
merce of these kingdoms as they shall tlmlk fit ” 

The petitions w'eie severally icfeircd to the consideration of the 
committee of the whole House, and the following ordem made foi 
necessaiy papeis to be laid bcfoie the House 

1 An account of his Rlajesty’s ships of war which have been em- 
ployed since the beginning of last year, as cruisers for the protec- 
tion of the trade of tins kingdom on tins side Cape Finistene, tlie 
stations of such ships, and how long ordeied to continue thereupon, 
with the times of their going to sea, and then retuimng into port, 
when such ships were eleaied, and which of them tallowed, and 
when respectively 

2 Tile journals of tlie commanders of such of his Majesty’s ships 
of war as have' been employed, since the commentement of the pie- 
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fcnti^ap as cruisers for the protection of trade on tins side Cape 
Tlnisterrc 

3 An account of the ships of war built m any of Ins Mijcstj s 
yards nineb haic been launched sinec Jill} 1739 the tiraCb nlicn 
Jiunchetl n hen fir't put to eca and on w hit scrMcca cmplowd 

4 An account of the hips of war built in pniatejirds for hu 
Majesty b scnice in the said time distinguishing; the times when 
contneted for when launched when first put to sea and on what 
sen ices employed 

5 An account of the ships and i-csscls purchased for his Mijesty s 
service since the said time distinguishing when purchased, when 
first put to sea ird \ hat acniccs emplojul m 

6 An account of the ships of war appointed as conioj's to the 
trade of this kingdom (o foreign parts since the commencement of 
the present irar distinguuhlng the hips ippointed and the parti 
cular services f c^ethcr with Ibo notices given to the traders of the 
tune prefixed for their ailing and the times they sailed re 
spcctivcly 

7 Tliat hii Majesty be addres cil for the report of tlie commu 
fiioccrs for executing the ofiice of Lord High Admiral to hu Majesty 
in council upon tJic petition of the merchants relating to their 
losses during the war to be laid before the House 

8 That tlic sclioolmaster and a manner on board lus Majesty 9 
«hip the Duke do attend the said Committee 

Six days after these orders passed the said accounts and report 
were presented to (ho Hou'^c by the Secret iry of the Admiralty 

There were also laitl before them copies of abore one hundred 
letters from and to the Secretary of State Admirals Ambassadors 
Con uls Commanders of his Majesty s ships and trading vessels 
from the comm sioners of the sick and Iiiirt seamen with heads of 
a cartel for exchange of prisoners and memonals and representa- 
tions from merchants 

Also a list of ships taken since tlie commencement of the war and 
of the prisoners made by the enemy xlso letters from several of them 
relating to their treatment and from tlie Captain-General of the 
I>rovince where the said seamen were imprisoned relating to an ex- 
change , several certificates and depositions and a jiroposal bj the 
Lords of the Admiralty for a general exchange of prisonei-s , also 
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copies of the oidcis of Ihe Conimissioncis of idtn'riKj (o Cijifains 
and Conin.andcis on the cneinj’s coist 

Petitions fiom incwncaof'-tainen t then pii-oncrs, htters toand 
fiom the inincipil oflkcrs of the enemy, pn^orus in Jhiiain, icl li- 
ing to the exchange 

Ceihficatcs of the di-chaigc of =c\cial prisoncis h} tlu rnrnn, 
on xnomise that a like numhci of (ho piisoncib in But un ‘■hould be 
dischaigcd 

Ihe Secictary of the Admit dtj al o laid bcfoic the House a book 
of the regulations and in'tiuclions relating to 11 c£ca-:cnicc, u-ta- 
hlished b) his IMajcsty m council 

These lequibitcs being laid bctoic the IIou=c ot Commoiii;, th('\ 
Tient into a committee on the 23d day of then sitting, hcaid one of 
the petitionei'Sj scieial yyitncssc,, and dc?iied to sit again 

In the mean time weic jucsented to the Hou«f ‘^eienttcn olhci 
letteis concerning sea-afl ursj and an aecnunt v,h(n the Eist India 
Company fust apxihcd since lhc\ym began foi a cninov to St Hele- 
na, and when they sailed, and what nunibei ofshijis eameundei the 
said comoy, and on the 25th day of sitting the coininittcc heaid 
moie witnesses 

Next day they xnocceded, y\hen an account nas brought in of the 
Spanish pnsoneis released, hyuhat oidei-^, and on nhat condition^, 
also an account of the number of seamen employed the la-t ycai, 
distinguishing hoyv many at home, and hoyv many ibioad, dso ot 
the numbei of ships and ycssels of yyar, distinguishing the rates 
The Secietar} of the Admiialty also picscntcd a list of the names 
of the merchant-ships, and the mastei-, as hayc behayed so negli- 
gently as to delay the convoxs fiom yyhom they had taken sailing 
orders, oi that haye abandoned the same, oi that have been any 
wajs disobedient to the insti actions established foi good goyern- 
ment, yvith the nai ration of the facts since the beginning of the 
yvar 

Also copies of the reasons gnen in yyaiting by such commandcis 
of his Majesty’s ships as have been appointed in this yyai as ci las- 
ers on this side Cape Fimsteiie, for leaying then stations or for 
coming into port, befoie the time lequued by then oiders, yvhich 
papers yvere sixty-one in number 

All which yveie leferied to the said committee, and then thej 
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hcnrd ome other cutlencc and after furtljcr proceeding desired 
Ica^e to sit again 

Next da} the Scerctarj of the Adnnnitj prc<entcd copies of all 
applications for conxojs foi slops and cniisei-s and «hat uas done 
thereon nhich paper u i re aho^c forty of which ci^ht tvcrc pcti 
lions to get con\0}3 for mj,Ie ships 
All which papers and accounts were rcfLircd to tlie sanl commit 
tee which was to proceed again on the '’Sth tlav hut the Houses 
were desired to adjourn for firiccn Aa)s >\licn the Hou-emel again 
the eaid Sccrctan presented coptc of all complaints made since the 
war began to the Coinim sioncrs of the Admiralty against or re 
latingto commanders leaving the trade under their conroj or their 
stations or for inipre_ing camenout of ot tuard bound hipsafter 
clearance or homeward bound before the) reached their port orfor 
other misbehaviour or injury dmc by them to trade with an ac 
count of what has been done (hcrtiipon 
These papers ineludin the complaints and the onlers given 
thereupon which are much the greater part with juslilications 
from the commandcri were in numb r forty but we ought not to 
omit that amongst them there w a nprestntation of the Portugal 
merchants in favour of one commander Cajiiain Ambrose who had 
tal en cvcral of the cnenij « privateer 
On the SSd dav of sitting, were presented from the oflice for the 
sich and wounded seamen copies oT the returns from such persons 
os have been empowered to paj Ins Majesty 8 bountv to the British 
subjects prisoners in the ports of Spam dislingunhing the number 
of men paid each month and what ships thej belonged to, and 
when taicn. 

Also an account of the number of men who have been put sick 
on shore from his Majesty 6 ships into the hospitals last year dis 
tmguishing how many died and liow many were returned to tlic 
ship or run away or vvereotbenvisc dispo ed of 

Wliich papcis were referred to the said committee and the House 
went into It heard further evidence and the Cliairman desired leave 
to Sit again 

Accordingly they proceeded on this aflair theSCthday and heard 
further evidence 

On the 37th daj more papers were laid before the House being 
three several orders issued by the Admiralty to the commanders of 
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Ills i\Ia]C3ty’‘5 ships in the poits of Poitiigil, oi ‘^nch as Mini! h.ue 
occasion to pn( into the caid poits, aho an cstiniatc oi (lie debt of 
the navy , which w'cic icfciicd (o the s ml coininil tee, and the IIou'c 
went into il^ and came to scicnil icsolutions whicli i^tic icpoitcd 
the next day, and aic as follow. 

The (list icsolution was, Tliat it appeal al to the committee, (hat 
notwithstanding the lepcatcd apphcitions of the incichints loi 
ciuisers to be propel ly stationed for the piotcction of the trade of 
this nation fiom the puiatocis of Spam, the due and nccc^'an care 
has not been talicn to keep a piopcr minibci of lita Mujestj’s ship-, 
cmplojcd in that service, moic especially m and n'ni Uic Channel 
and soundings, for wan( of winch, inanj ships hid been taken by 
the enemy, some of them of considci’ahlc laluc, to the gieat loss of 
many of his Majesty’s subjects, the great advantage and encourage- 
ment of the cncmj', and the dishonour of this nation II. 1 hat the 
detention of the ships hound to Poitugal for near (wchc months, by 
tlie refusal of piotcctions for some time, and the delay of contoy^ 
aftei wards, gave oui iwals in tmdc an opportunity of introducing 
new species of their w'OoUcn manufactuics into Poitugal, to the 
gieat detiiracnt of this kingdom 

Upon this foundation the House ordcicd that a hill be brought m 
foi the better protecting and seeming the liado and navigation oi 
this kingdom in times of wai , and tliat the Loul Mayor of Lon- 
don (since deceased), and Sii John Barnaid, do pitparc and bring 
in the same 

On the 1st day of Aj^nl, being the 5Dtli of then sitting, the Lold 
Mayor of London presented, accoidmg to order, a hill lor the bet- 
ter protecting and seeming the tmdc and navigation of tins king- 
dom in time of war, and the same was received and i ead a fimt lime, 
and ordered to be read a second time, and to he printed 

By reason of some omission, we do not find when the hill was 
read a second lime , hut, on the 72d sitting, a day vv as appomted 
to go into a committee on the 79tli, when they did, and made se- 
veral amendments, which were reported on the 82d day, and with 
amendments to one of them were agreed to, and ordered to he en- 
grossed. At their 87 th sitting the bill Vvas read a tlmd time and 
passed, and the Lord Mayor of London was ordered to carry the bill 
to the Lords, and desire their concunence. And three days after 
It was read by their Lordships a fiist time, and js as follows; tlic 

I 
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XTonI ««th!n lliejc nwrks [ ^ lioir ihc Manks «cre filled 

up and Ihc amendn«:nL'< made m ds j/rOjfte-j llirou^h (lie Koilc of 
Commom x%dh note# of flic woitli Icfi mil 

jfii ^ct for tie fe/frr /)ro/ef fw e^diff«r<«* of I/e Trai/e and Aari 
^rtlion f>J this Ain^dort is livies of irer 

M\III-Un\S It it neccMarr in times of trtr lint a sufficient 
mimber of sln,)s liojild be npi>ointed nml kept con tantl)' cmploj' 
c«l ftscrui.cn' in proper latlnnt for the proicclion antlfecuntj of 
Ibe trade and naiicratinn of Uni kinplom; be it enactcfl by the 
Ktn^s Jfmt Hvccllcnt l^amltwth thcailricc and consent 

of both llou M of the Senate in tint present council ostemhled nml 
bj the nuthonlj of the same Tint irbrn and as often ns this king 
dora fliall be tnmured in nnr with an) kin^tVm or state in Luropc 
(o^cr and aboie (he ships of tear for the line battle and fur con 
lop to remote )nrts) such a nnmlicr of hips of liar at shall be tuf 
ficient for the jirolection and secuntr of the incrcliant ihi]rt in 
tltcrr going out and returning home shall be constantly employed 
as cruiscn or for conro)* m and near the Untish Channel ami 
eoundingt and in such other rtations on tliu sido Cape Finutcrrc 
aa shall bj (he Lonl Ili^h Admiral or commissioners for caccuttiig 
tlie office of LokI High Admiral of Treat JJntaln for the time being 
be judged most pro]»cr fur tliat pur|>o*c, the nfuresaid ships of war 
to be careened at least [three] iJtnes In the jeur or oflencr if there 
be occasion and tiint the seamen on board any such crui'crs shall 
not be turned orer iota any other ship or sIiijb hut such only as 
£hall be appointed for cruising or home conio)* according to (ho 
tenor of tlus act 

C’) Frmided alirajt and be it enacted by the authority afore 
said That notlung herein contained sliall restrain or be construed 
to restrain the Lord High Admiral or Commissioners for executing 
the office of Imrd High Admiral for the time being from directing 
any of the ships which sliall be appointed to be enusers m puna 
ance of this act to be employed m tlic line of battio (in case of 
great necessity) on thtj side Cape Fmisterre, without whose immc 
diate direction tho said ships shall be alrrays musing or employed 
as home conioys except when thty arc careening or refitting 

(3 } And be it enacted b> the authority afore aul» Iliat the Lord 
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High Afiniiial, or conimissioncii foi c\cciiung the ofTiic of Loul 
High Admnal loi the June being, sha'l on oi laloio Ihe [first <I i) 
of .Tu^y nc^t] authon/c and appoint a coniini'‘-ioncj of thf na\}, oi 
faonie one oi nioie per'^on oi pcisons, who tiiall rnn‘^l''ntlj it-id' at 
such place 01 places as his Majcsl} shill dirict , b) 'viituc of which 
appointment, such pcison oi persons, in the place oi places tor 
w'lnch he 01 they shall be appointed, sliall supenntend or o\ci-ce 
cvciy thing iclating to the afoiesaid cnn^ois, and 'hall take caic 
tlnteveiy thing neceesan he ininicdiatcl} piondcd foi dl and crci j 
the afoiesaid clausing ships of wai, that sli ill come into am port 
by sLicss of wcathci, or to catcen oi icfit , ind as scon a^ the} oi 
any of them aic icfittcd, shall order all oi aiu of the 'aid shi])s of 
wai to put to sea again as soon as possible. 

(4 ) " And be it fuithcr enaeted bj the authontj iluuraid. Hi ’t 
fiom and after the said [fiiat day of JuU] if anv capt un, oi otlui 
ofTiccr on boaul an} of Ins IMajcstj's ships of wai, 'hall wilful!} 
spiing, carry away, or lose any ijia't oi masts of am such slop , ot 
shall make any false piotcnco or c\cusc fot Icaring the «t if ion on 
which such ship oi ships sliall be appointed to ci uiso, oi 'h dl i etui n 
into poit before the expiration of the Icim appointed toi his ciui't, 
without just and sufTicient reason for so doing, e\cij capt un or 
officei offending in an} of the aforesaid eases [shall be punished by 
fine, impiisonment, oi otheiwisc, as the oiltmce by a court inaitial 
shall be adjudged to desciie] 

(5 ) " And to the intent that it may be the more easily known 
what seiMCC the aforesaid ciuiseis shall c\eiy ycai peifoiin, be it 
enacted by the authoiity aforesaid, that the commissioner of the 
Navy in each of the out-ports, or suclr person or peisons as shall, 
for that pui-pose, be appointed by the Lord High Admnal, oi com- 
missioneis loi executing’ the office of Loid High Admiral for the 
time being, shall transmit to him or them, cieiy [three months], a 
distinct and separate account digested into proper columns, of the 
time w'hen any of the ships appointed to be ciausers, sailed out of 
poit, when such ship came in, together with the nunibei of days 
cast up that such ship was out upon duty, and the reasons of her 
putting into port, and the time and leasons of her stay there, 
with an account how often, and the times when, each of the said 


• Left out, or shps, 
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slnps lure been cnitened crciy )<iar anil that the Iwortl Ihgh Ad 
mini or comnn. loncrs for etcculing the office of Lord Hioh Ad 
mtral for the time bemg^ shall cause copies of the said accounts to 
be laid before both Hou cs of the Senate mtlim [ci-,ht (bjs] after 
their meeting 

(C) ' And he it further enacted by the authority afore aid That 
the I.Qrd fligU Admiral or commissioners for etccutin^ the office 
of Lord iligli Admiral fof the lime being hall on or Lcforc the 
Mid [lirsl day of JiilyJ nommatc nnd Dp;x>int such a number of the 
shqis of rvar ns sliall be uOiacnt fur the puq>o es aforcmcntmnctl 
to lx: cruisers orcomoys on tins side Cape Hni temc for tliecun'cnt 
year and shall aftenrard )cail) and every year during the pre 
sent or any future vvar bclvvccn tlie [first ilay of jSovunberJ and 
tlic [first day of Decemberj tiominate and apjHiint n iiflicicnt mtm 
ber of hips of rear to be cruicrs or convovs on tilts idcCnpcn 
msUrre for (he vear cn tnng, and as often mS any of (hem shall 
liappcn to be taben or lost shall as soon os maybe apjiomtotlun 
m the room of every ship so taken or lost 

(7 ) ' And vv hcrcas it is of (he utmost importance to (he trade of 
this nation tliat the captains or cummanders of hi Majesty s hips 
of vvar appointed for convoys to and from remote {larts should take 
due care of the ntcrclnnt sbtjis committed to (heir charge ^ be it 
tliercforc enacted by the auUionty aforesaid Tint every captain or 
commander of any of his M^esly a ships of vvar who on oi aftci 
the bill shall commence hall be aj»pointed convoy or guard to any 
merchant ships or vc.sch or who shall have any merciniit ship or 
ves els under his charge do and sliall diligently attend vijion such 
cliargc without delay and in and dunng the cour t of the voyage 
take tho utrao I care of such mercliant ships and vcsscL and do 
and shall every evening cc tint the vvliolc numbirof the said nier 
chant hips and ves els under Jus convoy be in company with him 
and in cue he shall be obliged m (he nij,Iit time to tack or alter 
Juscour'c or he to tint lit do and shall make Hit proper signals 
to give the merchant ships and vc eh under Ins convoy notice 
thereof and if in the niormng he slnll find any of the aid mer 
chant ships and vc« els to be missing he sliall me his utmo t endoa 
vours to rejom them ami shall not wUlingly or negligently sail 
■wvay from leave, or for ake such merchant ship or ve scls until 
hehasEcenthm afi 'ofarashefliall bcduectcd to convov them 
Yot » K 
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and in case any of tlic said merchant ships or "vcc'cls shall b" in ch'f- 
iTcss he sh.ill give them all propel and ncccssarj ichef and 
ance, as fai as he is able, and m case any Rich caplain or com- 
ilianding officei shall icfusc or neglect to do all or any of the mal- 
ttis afoicsaidj cieiy such captain or commanding ofllcct shall [iic 
condemned to mahe reparation ol the dam tgo to the incrtlnnts, 
owneis, and others, as the couit of .idmnalty shall adjudge , and 
also be punished according to the (juaht} of his oTence^ .i-j spnll be 
adjudged fit by a couit-niailial] 

(8 ) " And ubci-eas it is of tlic utmost importance to our «-etflc* 
mcnls in Amciica, and the ti.idc thcicof , tb it the comm rider of 
the ships stationed thcie, should luc then bi>‘t cndcaiours for the 
protection and security of such trade, [and the colonics 1 hr re ,3 ix: 
it further enacted by the authoiity aforesaid. Tint i none of hifi 
Majesty’s ships, ^\lnch shall he stationed at any ot the said scltlc- 
ments, shall quit oi leave their stations under pretence of going to 
careen oricfit, oi undei any othci pretence whatsoever, v’llhoutan 
especial Older fiom the Loid High Admntd, or commis-ioncrs for 
executing the ofiicc of I^rd High Admiral, (or the cominttufkr in 
thief of his Majesty’s ships of wai m those seas, or in Amcnc-il,) 
for the tune being ^ 

(9 ) ” And to the end that it may appeal what service the shijis 
so stationed shall perform, be it enacted by the autlio’itj rforcsaid, 
That the captain or commanding ofiicci on board cviry such ship 
01 vessel, shall keep a distinct and separate account, d'gcstctl into 
propel columns, of the times when the said ship or icssel sailed out 
of port, when siicli ship oi vc^'cl came in, the senicc she was upon, 
togetliei w ith the numbei of days cast up, that such ship or vessel 
was out upon such duty, and shall cause the same to be fairly eii- 
teied in one or more book oi books, to be kept for that purpose, 
such entries to be digested m jiropcr columns, and to be [e\ cry six 
months] tiansmittedH to the captain oi commanding officer of 
every such station-ship, to the Lord Higli Admiral, or commissioners 

Left out, “ in time of wvc ” 

Left out, “ during the continuance of any such ivar ” 

X TheoC words nere added 

§ Left out, “ or unless the commander or commanders of such ship or ships sliall be 
ordered off their station, to be cmplojed in the hue of battle in the Amciican seas, which 
bhall not be done, but m ca'es of the greatest necessity ” 

^ H Left out, “ together with the duplicates llicreof ” 
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for executing the oflice of Lon! Hit,h Admiral for the time being 
^nl^ sliall also send duplicates of the *md accouuts at tlic first oj>- 
portunity 

*(IO) ' And be it further enacted by the autliontj aforesaid 
That the commandcre ofliuMijcst) « fhips of nar on their arrbal 
otanyofthetaulEcltlcmcnti tltalldelitcrn copv of the on ei^ they 
ball have reecned from the Lon! High Admiral or comnnftiorrrs 
for executing tbo office of Lord Hit,h Admirnl of Britain for tlui 
time being so fir as they relate to the protection pf the md co 
Ionics and of the trade of the raid colomw to the gTJ^emor rtUd 
council of the respeclirc colony or plantation where they jgliall he 
stationed| which onkrs ihal! be entened into the council looks of 
luch colony or plantation rc pecti»tly, and the raid governor npd 
council are hereby autlion^ctlaml impowcrcd to yi\ c such directions 
m WTiting lo tJic captains and commanders of «ueh stationed flhi;« 
as they shall think wll be most for the" |>rotcetion ami security of 
their trade And the said captains ond commanders arc hereb) re 
quirerl to coofonn to and ob ervo tlm same provided the amCdq 
not contradict the instructions they shall liave received from the 
said Lord High Admirab or commissioners for executing the office 
of Lord High Admiral for the time being 


HOUSE or LORD5 

Ju^C I> 1742 

Die Itll for the Security and Protection of Trade and Aangotion lemg 
this day read a second tmein the House of Lords theParlofJVin 
chelsea vho had lately accepted the chair at the admirnlty board 
rose and spohe as foUoxes 

WyXordv 1 knovy not by what acadent the numerous <lefeets and 
general impropriety of this bill hare escaped the attention of the 
other IIou..ej nor 13 there npy necessity for examining the motives 
upon which it parsed or of eoqninog whetlier its reception was 
Thii<Ji«e! sa^etmih rommiite^ 
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facilitated by the populaiit) of the title, the influence and aiUhoiity 
of thosc hj ivhom it proposed, or Ihc ima^uiai) dtfcct'. of our 
pi esent 1 egiilat ion=, mIiicIi lia\e been on some ore ision-> rcpi evented 
to be such as it is sc.iiccly possible to ebang'c but for the better 
The knowledge and e'pciience of tliosc ubn concuiicd in sending 
tins bill tor yoiu Ixirdsliips’ aj'jnobation, cannot but pioducc '-oioe 
dcgiee of jiieposscssioii in its fa\om , foi bow c.in it be imagined, 
my Lord^, that men of gi cat abilities and continual ojijiort unities 
of obsenation, should not be well loi-ed in tpicstions relating 
cliicHy to their pinatc iiitciCot, and discoici llie nearest way to 
then ow n siicecrs ’ 

And jet, iiij 1^11 ds, it will be found that tlicii ‘•irr.itity has per- 
haps ne\cr so apparently foi-sakcn them as on this occa-ion, that no 
proposition was cici laid bctoic this House, in which more con- 
tneted inotncs wcie di^cmei cd, and that the bill is sutb as might 
rather ha%e been expected finm petty 1 ruler',, unacquainted wath 
the situation of kingdoms, the interests of pnnccj, the aits of 
policy, the laws of then own countiy, and the conduct of foimci 
wais, than by mci chants of extensile trafTick, general cones]iond- 
ence, and gieat attainments 

Before I piocecd, my Loids, to confirm the clnractci of the bill 
by a distinct consideiation of the pai ticular paragniplis, and an enu- 
meiation of the several impiopuctics and defects which maj lie 
‘’found in it, I think it not superfluous onm«casonablc to rcmaiL 
one gcneial eiior common to this with all otliei laws of the s imc 
kind, the erioi of prcsciibing rules' to mihtaiy opciations, of at- 
tempting to fix what is in its own iiatuic lai lable, as it must depend 
upon external causes to iiliieli the Biitish Icgislatuie has jet found 
no means of extending its authority 

, To duect,upon lemotc conjectuics and unccitam prospects, the 
conduct of a commandei, is, in my opinion, my Loids, nut more 
iational than to tiace upon a chart the couise of a ship, and pro- 
nounce it criminal to deiiate trora it The one supposes a fore- 
knowledge of the motions of the wand, and the othci of tlie coun- 
cils of our enemies, nor can any thing be expected fiora such regu- 
lations, but oveithiow' and disgrace I bebeie, my Lords, that m 
lunnmg ovei the histones of the woild, and examining the originals 
of the mightiest empires, and the sudden revolutions wdiicli have 
been produced by the overpoweiing toi rents of war, which ot dif- 
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fercnt periods of time liaxc s\ cpt tlie powers of the earth before 
them it KiU be found that all rapid conquests and sudden exten 
sions of empire ha\e been cfflcted by ovcicign pnntcs at the head 
of armies which acted only by immediate command that few me 
morablc actions Ime been performed b) dLlegaled commanders 
and tliat of those few whose names haic descended to posicnty 
tho c liarc gencnllj been mo t siieccssfid i%ho were imcstcd witli 
the hrgcstiioucr who acted without contrmil nndwcrc at bbtrtv 
to snatch ciery opportunitj and miproic eiin favrurablc conjunc 
turo Without an} ncce»sit^ of comimmicatin^ thtir chemc. of 
waiting for th'* result of tedious dchbcntions or of soliciting a rc 
laxation of former orders 

But my Lords though perhaps all poilive prc-cnptions of Jhc 
conduct of military undertakings baicn tendency rather toob tnict 
than promote success jet as thc) may be draim up with ibRercnt 
dcgrccsufwi dom and sagacitj thcyma\ haic a greater or le-s np 
pearance of u-«fulncs.s and reason Such as Jiaic been well con 
certed may affonl u tful hints tliough the} ought not to be enacted 
with indtspemable obligations And to consider eicn tho e m 
which less proof of skill and forc-ight can be ducoi cred maybaic 
at least this advantage that thc proposals ma> not be spccdil} rc 
peated nor our counscU embarrassed with absurd cxi>edients I 
shall therefore lay before your Lordships m> opinion of ever) para 
graph and show what arc the objections which may be raised botk 
to the whole bill in general and to its particular claiucs 

To thc bill m general it must be objected that it is tilled with 
\ ague expressions and ideas o lodctcnninatc that no man can tell 
when he has obeyed it Here arc many rules ordered to bo ob 
served when there shall he no just andsujpctent reojon for neglecting 
them and some operations to be performed as often as there shall 
he occfljion and ships are to enu c in n certain latitude mile s 
there ts a necessity of employing them eUenhere 

Did not the title of this bill mj Loids gwe it ome claim to a 
serious consideration and did not tbe integrity and cajiacity of 
those by whom it was draivn up exempt them from contempt and 
ridicule I should be inclined to treat a law like tins with some de 
gree of levity, forwho my Lords can be serious when bis con ent 
IS desired to a bill by which it is enacted Uiat men shall act on cer 
tarn occasions as they shall tlunk most expedient ’ 
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N6r’l5 this. Thy Lords^ the bnly ihfetante b£ irrccipithiity ^nd Whht 
oF cozisidbi-atioh, fol manj. of the injunctions ate without any penal 
sanction , so that though We should pass this bill \Vith the greatest 
unanimity, we should only deolaie out oiiihion, oi ofFet our advice, 
but should mahe no law, or what. With regai'd to the purjioscs Of 
gmcihnieht, is the same, a laW which may be broken UitlloUt 
dangei 

But general objections, iny Lords, will naturally pioducO ge- 
neral evasions , and a debate may be prolonged without producing 
hnj cleat view of the subject, ol any satisiactoiy decision of a sin- 
gle question I shall theiefo’e endCavOui to range my objections 
in order, and by examining singly eiety paiagiaph of the bdl, 
show the w'Caknesi of some expedients, tbe supei Unity of others, 
hnd the geneial unhtness of the Whole to ploduce the protection 
and security intended by it 

In the fitst clause alohe tnay be folmd instances of all the impto- 
piieties which I have mentioned to your Lordships tt is pioposed 
that m a time of wai between tins empire and any othei state, 
Such a nutnbei of ships shall be employed as cruisets oi convoys ih. 
the Channel, ‘as the admiralty shall judge most piopei foi that pur- 
pose What is this, lily Loids, but to continue to the admiralty tllh 
poner which has been always executed’ What is n but to enact 
that the ships Shall be stationed m lime of w’ai as the commissioners 
bf the admiialty shall determine and direct ’ 

Of these ships, it is forthei enacted, that they shall be caieened 
three times a yeai, or oftener if theic shall be occasion , but it is 
not declared Who shall judge of the necessity of caicening, or who 
shall be punished foi the neglect of it tvhen it is lequisite, or for 
the peimiss’on or command of it v/hen it is sUpeirluous 

Tiiere is yet another regulation, my Loids, m this clause, which 
ought not to be passed without remark It is provided, that the 
sailors employed in the ciulsei's and convoys in the Channel, shall 
not be turned ovei but to other cruiseis and convoys, by which I 
suppose it w'as intended, that our out-guaids should he pi evented 
fiom being weakened, and that oUr mei chants should never be 
destitute of piotection , an end tiuly laudable, and Which deseiveS 
to be piomoted, by some establishment bettei concerted Lhe expe*- 
dient now proposed seems to have been contrived upon the supposi- 
tion that the admiralty may notalways be vei'y solicitous for Ike safety 
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of the merclirmts and that therefore »t is necessary to secure them 
hvalaw fibm the dang6~of hemg depnieJ of protection foruiion 
the present establishment tl» reniOTat of men from one ship to 
anothei must be nuoe by the permission of the admiralty and 
when the right o*" s jch permi sion hall bv this Hw be taken awav 
Hidut neiv secunty will the merchants obtain ^ The adraimlty 
-etill ha\e th** pouer though not turning oief the m n jet of 
TetalliDg the ships and commerce sufier equally m eiUier 
•cate 

By the second <dause mj Lords there is still a pover reserved to 
the admlraltj of dismissing these guardians of commerce from 
tlicir station and cmp’oying them m case of great necessity m the 
line of battle on this side Cape Finist&re Not to civil my Lords 
ntth item ai great necessity winch it is apparent that the com 
missiomrs -of the admiralty are to judge > I wooldl desire to be 
anforraed'what measures are to betaken of a royal navy should un 
luckily rove hejond tins Cape 'which is marked out as ihe utmost 
bound of the power of the admiralty and should therd be feduced 
to the nece sxty of engaging de«perately with ‘a fuperior force or 
reti irg ignommiously before it Arc not our ships to pa.s a sin 
gle league bejond their Umits m the honour or preservation of 
their country’ Are they to he unaetive wilhm the sodnd of the 
battle and wait for their enemies on this side the Cape’ 

The third clause any Lords is if not ab uid like. the former 
yet so imperfectly drawn up that it can pioduce no advantage 
for of what use will it be to «tation an OfDcer vhete his Majesty shall 
think fit ? At all the roval docks there are officers already stationed 
and m any other place what can an officer deputed by his Majesty 
do more than hire workmen who will as chearfully and as dibgently 
sene any otherjerson’ And wliy maj not the captain of the vessel 
procure necessaries for money without the assistance of a com 
missioner’ 

In the fourth clause my Lords nothing is proposed but whtt is 
evcTj liaj practised nor any authority conferred upon the c6urt 6f 
admiraltj than that which it always posses ed of punishing those 
who disobey their orders The provision against the crime of vViI 
fully spnnging a niast is at Jeast useless, for when did any man 
admit that he spnmg his mast by design’ Or why should it bfe 
imagined that .^uch an act of vvidxcdocss, such flagrant breach of 
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(inst, and appaicnt dcscilion of duty, %\onId m tlie pita'ont state of 
the nav} escape the sc\ orc-'t pnniahinent ' Woulrl not .\H th'* onicers 
and niaiinei-5 on boaul the ship see that such a thing ^\l1fully 
done ' D ould not they cry out— “ You aicspi mging the rn'isf,” and 
pie\cntit; oi diseo\ci thccinnc, and demand jmnislnnent =• 

The fifth clause, iny I-,oids, is udliout an} penal sanction, and 
thereioic cannot i)c comjnilsn c , nor is an\ thing of nnportanre pro- 
posed mit, which IS not ahead) m the power of flic Sen do Lifhrr 
House may now demand an account of the stations and cm jdoy- 
ments of the sJups ot wai , noi dots the Senate now onnt to c\a- 
mine the conduct of our nai d nfieu^, hut because om attention i* 
duel ted In more nnjioitant cwplo}mLnts, which will not b\ thi» 
bill be conti acted oi facilitated 

The use of the piovision in the si\th clause, nn Lords, I am not 
able to conceit c , lor to what purpose, m\ Louis, shrnild the slnp5 
appointed for any paiticulai sen tec be mmimattd at am statwl 
tune^ What consequence can such declarations of mn dcsigni pro- 
duce, but tint of intoinnng our enemies wbat foicc the) ought to 
proMde against us’ In war, my Loid-, tint cnnmnndei Ins ge- 
nerally been esteemed most pmdent, who keeps Ins designs most 
Eeczet, and assaults the cncmj m an unguaidcd quarter, with su- 
peiior and unc\pcctcd stiength. 

In the seicnth clause, inpnv regulations iro prescribed to the 
coinmandeis of those ships winch arc appomted to como) the 
trading vessels These icgulations, my LouL, aic not all equally 
umcasonablc, but some of them aie such as it may on many occa- 
sions be impossible foi the coinmandeis of Ins hlajcsU’s ^inp 3 to 
obsene m such a tnannei ,is that the m,istcvs of mci chant ships may 
not imagine thcnihclvcs neglected m foisaucn The captain of the 
convoy may be theiefoie li^wassed by them with prosecutions, in 
which it may be difficult to make his innocence appeal The con- 
voy may be sometimes accused of deserting thctiadei's, when the 
tiadeis m reality Ime forsaken the comoy, in confidence that they 
should eithei anive safe at the port without piolection, oi be able, 
if theyshouklliappen to fall into the enemies’ hands, to chaige then 
misfoitune upon the negligence of their protector 

The eighth clause, my Loids, is so Eai fiom being such as might 
be expected fiom mci chants, that it seems lather to liaie been 
diawn up by men avho never saw the sea, nor lieaxd of the iiolence 
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of a storm For who that had the slightest idea of the uncertainly 
and liazard of a sailors condition who tint had been e\ertoldof a 
shipVrTcck or hut lool ed on the pictures of naval distress would 
propose that no ship should retire to a liarbour or quit the station 
to Avluch it uas as i^ncd on any j/retcncc vhatsocter uitlioiit per 
mi Sion uliich sometimes could not be obtained in nnm months 
and which ne\cr could he recemd oon enough to alio v of a re 
medj for sudden disa ttrs or pit's i ig cJatnibcs"' It might with 
equal rca on he cn ictcd tint no man ^^houl 1 talingiii li a fiit. with 
out an art of the Senate or repel a thief fioni hi window without 
a commirfion ofarrav 

It 1 ljapp\ mj Lords that this clau c is not enforcctl by a pc- 
naltj and therefore can neier Imc the obligatory anclion of a 
law but since It may rca ombl) he suppo ed fliat the authors of 
it intended that the obseiration should be by omc means or other 
eryoined let us e\anune how much ccunty it would add to our 
narjgation and how much strength to our natal power if the 
breach of it had been made capital which i in itself by no means 
unreasonable, for wlnt punishment less than death can secure thc 
obscmtion of a law which without the hazard of life cannot be 
obeyed? 

Let us therefore my Lonls upposc a crew of gallant sailors sur 
pnsed m their cruise by such a liuincane os i frequent in the 
American seas wluch the highest peifcction of shill and the utmost 
exertion of industry has scarcely enabled them to escape , let us 
consider them now with their masts brohen tJieii ship shattered, 
and then artilleia thrown into the sea unable any lunger either to 
oppose an enemv or to resist the waies and yet forbidden to ap 
proach the land and cut off from all |x> sibihfj of xchef till they 
have represented their distrc s to some distant power and received 
a graaous pcrrai •non to save their lircs 

Misery like this mvLofd admits no exaggeration, nor need I 
dwell long on the absurdity of establishing regulations Which cannot 
be observed and which if they were enforced by any anctions pio 
portioned os all penal sanctions ought to he to the temptations of 
Violating them must dRvc all om sailors into foreign service or 
urge them upon the fiivt distress to defiance of law and fill ^me 
nca with pirates and with rebel 

By the ninth clau-e, my Lonl^, nothing is proposed but a relax 
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ation of the present tlisciplmc It rcqmi-cs, thjt Uic oommantlers 
of elnps of nar shall send onls* once m siv months those ncconnls of 
their conduct and then seivitc, winch they arc at present ohh-^d 
lotiansmit by c\ciy ship that icturns fiom Amenc-a, so that hj 
passing this bill, «c ‘^hall onlj be (li=ablcd from rcci mug regul ir 
and seesonable mfoiinations of the tr.iusections of our dt fart ffjua- 
drons and colonic-:, shall he distmbcd with gtoundle-s su-picioii , 
and tortuicd svith unnccossaiy susjiensc 

I have aimed at length at the la^t clwsc, .i el uise, inj I ouh, 
worthy to be the concluding p iragiaph of a b 11 h'.e llrs , a t bn^e 
in which the powei of the Adinirilu i-> com rirncafcil to the qo- 
leinois of our colonies, men, my Lords, not h.thcrto niiif'ti (dc- 
hratedfoi thcirsupeuoi wi dom, inodcn'l on, oi lu'cg'-ity, ot Vihom 
at least it is no reproach to asscit, llu’t tl an 1 lurr.n to he for 
the most poit wholly unactiuamlcd with iinniin.e uh’ii , and i cry 
little famed for militaty Knowledge, and ol whom it i*^ aboir all to 
be considered, th'tthc} gencially commence mcTchant* at then ar- 
rival in America, and may inoic probablj direct diijis sent to guard 
tlic colonies, to stations in whuh they may prc;rr\c Ihcir onn 
vessels, than to those w'hcic they may contribute most to the ge- 
neral sccuiitj of Uade 

Thus, my Lords, I have cvuaincd without prejudice tier}' para- 
graph of this bill, and beheic that iioin tlie objections winch I 
have made, it appears now plainly to joui Loid^hips, that all the 
regulations which aie of any use, uic such as aicahcadj c^)tabhshcd 
by long custom, oi by foimcr statutes, and such thcicfoic as it is 
unnccessaiy to mention in a new lav/ and that Mhatci ci is hc’rc to 
be found nev/, is absurd, unintelligible, oi jicmicious 

This bill, mj Loids, is =aid to be founded on Qic act made for the 
same purpose, m.lhcvais of the Queen Anne, but I cannot for- 
beai to obseiie, that the onginal law, though not one of those to 
which much of the success of that war is to bo ascribed, was dim\n 
up with more discernment than the bill hcfoic us It was at least 
intelligible^ the numboi of cruiscis was limited, and it w%as llicrc- 
foie possible to Know when at was obeyed , but of this hill I can 
confidently asseit, that as no man can undci stand, so no man can 
-ohserveit. 

I have spoken mote laigely, my Lords, on tins occasion, because 
this bill relates particularly to my present employment, in winch as 
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I desire to do tny duty, I desire to know It j and surely t cannot be 
condemned by jour Lordalup for oppo*in^ n bill of vrluch thconir 
tendenej is to maKe nj province difficult to render one part of my 
ofnee inconsistent with another and cnjngo me m the task of su 
pcnntendin^ the csecution of impiacticaWe mexsures 

\\ hat influence nij ailments will liasc upon your JjonUhijw I 
onnot fore e As Cienr man flatters liim It that his own opinions 
arc right I hrp^ to find this IJcni<!e concurring in my sentiments 
but Tiliateicr may be the dctcrminnlion of your Lord hips I am «o 
fully com meed of the pernicious tiilency of tin bill timl th“ tni 
lxim'«m''nls iilneh must be jirodiiccjl by an ntltmpt to execute it 
tint if it be rot rejected by this Hoti e I iiMl willingly resign my 
office to otliLTS of more courage or of greatur alnhtiu* for I can 
liarenoiiop sofp rfornungrnj dntyundi.i llic^eicstnction either 
to my o in bonoui or to the adnntagc of mj eoimtrj 

The Duke of Bedfopd spoke nevt to the following effect —My 
fjords though the nobi Loitl Im prooncotl verj pccions tirgn 
ments ogain«t enry pii ignpli of the bill before u and though 
many of his oil cnMions are just nnd ome of Ins objections not 
Easily to be answered jet I enftnot ndimt tlnl it o^Il prodocothostf 
fatal conscq icncos xvlncli he seems to ftne^cc rior am jrt convinced 
Jhnt It will be cither pemifcious or u cles 

It lias alwa)5, tny Lordi been the practice of this Hou»e to 
attend to ei erj propo al for the publick adiant go toeonsidcrlt 
snthout any regard to the thar.^cter of tlitwc by u hom it is offlred 
tmd to approix oi 4Cjcct it upon no other motives than those of 
justice and reason 

The Fame equity and prtidlefiec has alt ays mHuenccd your Lord 
shifr to distinguish between the s^scfal pails of the same bill to 
reject those e,tpedieftts of wlnc’i ItOwcier phusible either -cepo 
iicoce or reason mij discover the impropriety and to retain those 
from which any real benefit tsm rcasonablj be expected We should 
iicvei ihrmvmi&jgold because it is mingled with dross or refuse to 
jiromotc the liappint**s of the nation bccaire tlie expedients wlncli 
were offered for that chdlmppoiLJ tobfecofljoined with some others 
of a disputable nature 

By the jtrosecutioh of this method u method my Lords too ra 
tional and just to fx. neglected or ibrgotlen I doubt not but this 
bill which as I frholl veadily nditnt^ is not yet perfect, may bo 
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improved into a law, from which the nation will rcccnc gical 
adiantages, by which our liade wall be c^tcndcd, and oui nehes 
inci eased 

Many of the clauses, my Loids, may in my opinion admit of an 
easy vindication, others may be amended by %cry slight altciafions, 
and very lew aic cither wholly iisclcs?, or manifestly iinpiopci 
The chief defect of the fiist clause is such, that the noble Lord 
has, by declaiing his di^appiobalion of it, gi\en a iei\ unrominon 
proof of his integrity, disintcicstedncss, and modci.ition , foi it i« 
impeifect only b\ placing too much contidcucc in the Admindty, 
which IS left m full poaci to deteimmc the inmihci oS ciuisei-s in 
or neai the Channel and soundings 
The noble Loul h.is vcinaihed, that the act ol Oncen Anne, on 
which the picscnt bill is founded, exacted a delcnnniale number of 
ships to be employed in tins ])ai ticulai sen icc, and th it it w a-, there- 
fore more piudently drawn up than the jn esent bill But I cannot 
sec the wisdom of dimmislung the authonty ot the Loid High Ad- 
miral , for had that act been extended m the same mannci to other 
serx’ices, it would have left him only the name and shadow of .m 
office, without powei and mthout use 

This clause, my Loids, rightly undci stood, is only a declaration 
of confidence m his Majesty’s officers, an evident confession of their 
abilities to discern the mteiest of tlie pubhek, and of tlicir zeal foi 
the prosecution of it 

With as little leason, my Lords, can it he objected, that tboships 
are requiied to be careened tluce times a yeai The necessity of 
careening frequently those ships, of uhich the chief use aiisc* fiom 
theu celerity, cveiy sailor can dcclaie to your Loidships , noi will 
any man w’hom his employments oi Ins amusements have made 
acquainted w'lth navigation, allege that any thing is pioposcd in 
the bill winch it would not be detrimental to the pubhek son ice to 
neglect 

It has been objected by the noble Loid, that they aie directed to 
be caieened of tenet, if time he occasion , tcuns by which a discie- 
tionaiy power is ^implied, of which yet it does not appeal m whose 
hands it as lodged Let us consider , my Lords, w'hat inconvenience 
can arise fiom the clause as it now stands, and what coiTuption or 
neghgence can be encoiuaged by it 

The discretionary right of brmgmg the ship mto the ports to bo 
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careened oftener than tlincc a jcar must be without controversy 
placed m the captain, for none but tho-c that are in the ship can 
discover the necessity of careening it or Know the mconvemcncies 
that arc produced by the adhesion of extraneous substances to its 
sidca and bottom 

I own my LonL it may be objected tliat etcrv captain vv^lI by 
this clause be furnished with an ctcu-e for deserting Ins station at 
pleasure that under pretence of un«>mmon ardour to pur^e the 
enemy he may waste hia timcmcnJle^ preparations for expedition 
tliat he may loiter m tlic port to careen Ins ship tliat before it is 
foul he mav bring it track again and employ tlic crew m the same 
operation and that our merchant ma) be taken at Uie mouth of 
the harbours in winch Our ships of war lie to be careened 

But m\ Lords it is to be rcmcmticred tliat in ttic third clause 
a commi. loner is appointed by whom accounts arc regulaily to be 
transmitted to the Admiralty of the arrival ind departure of every 
ship and by whom the conduct of crciy captain is to be insjicetcd, 
and that he may cte-ily detect ^eh truant commanders os shall 
careen their ships only for the sake of deserting their stations 

Nor can tlic merchants sufler by any negligence or corruption of 
the captains bec3u.c it is intended tliat the place of crerv ship re 
turning into port shall be u|iphed by another, and that the ^ame 
number shall be alwnvs in the same station unless more important 
service makes them more nccc»-ary in another place 

This proviso my Lords a proviso undoubtedly reasonable is 
established m the second ebusc but has not had the good fortune to 
escape the cen.urc of the noble Lord whohas cmimrcd Wiat mu I 
bo the conduct of the commanders of cnnsing ae, els if a sea fight 
hould luppen beyond the Gipc which th(^ aic in thu clause for 
bidden to pa-s ’ 

fhat the cbusc may admit of expres lon not only more propei 
but more agreeable to the intention of tlio«c bvwhom it was drawn 
up 1 cannot deny for I suppose it very far from their design to 
limit the operations of our navy to any part of the ocean and am 
confident that they meant onlv that the crui ers should not be dis 
iratchec! to such a distance from th ir tations as that our coasts 
should be left long unguarded or the enemy have time to collect 
his forces and pour his navies or his pnrateprs upon our defence 
Jc 5 trader* 
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If by tlie commissjonci s menlioncd iii Ibc tlrncl daurp ba m- 
tended a new swarm of officers, llic pioj)osibon such as I conff^s 
myself xeiy for fiom uppioving , foi it will b'' toliltlc purpaw (hat 
we protect the tiade, if uc invent neu commi«s,ona-s to de^oui its 
piofits, noi can wc hope for any olhei coincnuencc from addi- 
tional wealth, if it be piocuicd by intrcasirg tl.t' inhiicnce ot the 
Clown, but that i^e should become a luoic tempting pi cj to the 
liarpies of a com t 

But, my Loids, to accomplish all that is intended hyth*= dausc, 
there IS not any need of neu officcis; foi tluie arc not mam poits 
m which ships of wai can be comnioJiou‘-h taieencd, and pc? haps 
thcie is not one wdnch can be used foi this jiuipo*'', in which there 
Is not already some officci of (he cown, who-e employment allows 
him leisuie sufficient foi the execution of a new (huge, and whose 
piesent salary will affoid an amjile lecompcnce for some casual ad- 
dition of employment 

The fouith clause, iii winch is provided that no cominjiiulcr shall 
wilfully spring Ins mast, or desert his station, is such as I should 
be willing, witli the noble Lord, to think unncicssaiy, but must 
appeal to your Loidships, wliethci the late conduct ol the convoys 
has not too evidently shown the defect of our present establish- 
ment 

The injuiics, my Loids, which the pubhek may suffei by the ne- 
gligence of the commandcis of the ships of wai, aic such as it is 
woithy of tlie legislature to obviate with the utmost caution , and 
tlieiefoic it IS by no means irapioper to enact a punishment for those 
who shall upon any false pietences leave llieii station , for though 
such neglect of duty is, in the present state of oui naval establish- 
ment, considered as disieputable and ii icgulai , y ct it docs not appear 
that it has been censuicd watli the detestation winch iL descives, oi 
punished with the seventy necessary to it's pievciition 

It IS ohseived, niy Loids, with i elation to the following para- 
giaph, that eithci House may at jnesent icqune accounts of the 
conduct of the captains of the navy, and that theicfoic it is unne- 
cessary to piovidc by any new law, that they shall be laid before 
them , but if it be considered, my Lords, hoiv many enquiries 
Which we have a right to make, are yeai aftei ycci constantly 
omitted, and how many may be excited by cmiosity to read accounts 
^vhich be before them, who yet will not mov e the House to demand 
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the accounts or engage in the debate which such a motion may pro- 
duce it mil not be thought unnecea'^iiy to provide that they shall 
be subject to esammation mlhout the formahty of a regular vote 
As to the sixth clause my Lords which regards the nomination 
of convoj^ at a certain time I can discover no reasonable objection 
to such a provision or none that can prepondtratc against the ad- 
vantages which mav arise from it By the certain estabh hoient of 
conioys the valueof insnrancemaybencarly fixed, merchants will 
know what confidence is to be reposed in the force of the ships and 
what they hove perhaps had of laic equal rca.on to examine how 
much trust can be placed m the fidelity of the commanders 

The nomination of com oys myLonU Is m my opinion more 
likely to affright our enemies ami to deter thejr attempts than to 
encourage them by tltc information which it will afford them for 
nothing but our own negligence can conceal from us the naval 
strength of anr power on earth , and we maj always w bile wo are 
careful to presene our maritime supciionty protect our merchants 
0 powerfully that none of our enemies shall be Incited to attack 
them by the knowledge of the number and force of tlic ships ap 
pointed for their defence 

1 come now my Lords to the seventh clause and surely ioascer 
tain the duties of the captains to whose protection our trading ves- 
sels arc intrusted cannot appear superfluous to any of jour Lord 
ships who have read the lists of our losses heard the complaints of 
our merchants or made any enquiry into the conduct of our sea 
captains There is I fear too much reason to believe that some 
of them have wath premeditated design deserted the traders m 
places where they have known them most expo ed to the incursions 
of the enemy and it is to the last degree eiident that others have 
hianife^ed such contempt of the merchants and such a disregard 
of their interest as may most justly expose them (o the suspicion of 
very criminal negligence of negligence which no community can 
be too watchful against or too severely punish 

It hab been affirmed by the noble Lord that it is not equitable to 
Subject the commanders of convoys tp penalties for the loss of the 
trading vessels which may perlnps either rashly or negligently quit 
their protection That it is not reasonable to subject them to pe 
nalties IS undoubtedly true but jny Loids it is far from being 
equallv certain that it is not just to expo e them to a trial m 1 
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case in ^^hich it must be almost imi)o>:siblc to determine f.dstb, in 
n casc^vhcie the cicv of peihips t^\cnt^ slops may be called its 
ncsscs of then conduct, and *sherc none but (bo-e e bo-.e ship is 
lost can be uiulci Ibc least temptation to ofici a fal-c Icslimony 
against them 

On this occa'-ion, my fjoids, it may not be ini]unpi"^ to olmatc 
the objection prodoted bv the •^coming mns-sion of sarelion*-, 
which IS only anothci pioof of iinpbtil oonlidence in the ofTiecis of 
the Aditinaltyj uho hoe Mieady the ]k wer, allowed to military 
courts, of piocccding against those uho ‘-ball dc\ialt horn their 
ouleis This pouci, uliitli is in a gical (hgite discretionary, it 
was thought impropci to hunt, bv a-eei laming the puiu='hment 
of enmes, vvhichso many ciicumstances mav agemvate m dimuu'^h, 
and theicfore, in nn opinion, this clame is i ir fiom being *^0 di- 
fective as the noble Loid rcpicsentcd it 

The last thicc clauses, by which the slnjis m Anieiica arc jiioln- 
bited to leave then station, by which it is icqmied that aeeonnts 
should be once in six months transmitted to the Admimlt^’, and by 
■which the Captains aic subjected to the command' of the goiemoj-s 
of our colonies, are in my opinion justly to be ccnsin cd The fit st is 
impossible to be obsened, the second is unncce^saiv, and the third 
Will piobably pioduce more inconveniencios than benc()l« 

Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to show, that Ih s hill, though 
not perfect, isyetsuch ns with sonic emendation^ may piochiee great 
advantages to tlie tiadeis of tins cmpiic For Ihougli if is undoubt- 
edly a just observation, that the success of nuhtarv attempts cannot 
be promoted by iigid lestnctions and inimitc icgulations, vet it iv 
equally certain, that no nation has yet been so foitunate as to be 
served by men of intcgiity supeiioi to laws, oi of wisdom supcnoi 
to insti actions , and every government has found it ncccssaiv to 
direct the conduct of its officei’s by geneial lulcs, tbongli tlicy have 
been allowed to c-omply with paiticulai cucumstanccs, and to give 
way to sudden accidents 

I think it theiefoie, my Loids, necessary to piopos^', that this 
bill shall be moie paiticnlaily examined m a committee, that after 
hanng leceived the necessary explanations and amendments, it may 
be refen ed again to pie othei House 

Loid Delawakr rose next, and spoke to the purpose following , 
— My Lords, the noble Duke htis, by his arguments m favour of 
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thisbil! gircnavcn emincnfproofoflingrcatnljihtics Iicliaislionu 
cvcr> clause m that li"ht ^Uuch tmj Itsist expose to sicu its impro- 
pnettes and defectsj Imt hunt length only fhnun that it is not im 
po 5 ible to make a «V“ful law fin* the purpo cs me ntioncd in the title 
of this hdlj not lliat any of the cx|»cdipnts now proj>n e<l will afTonl 
the (Icsirwl admntage to the ptihhck orobuale aneoF tlie incon%e^ 
niencjcs of which the tndcra Imc been «o long and so importu 
natdy complaining 

Tins bill myjionls is mdccxl fonndetl upon a law made in n 
reign cclebTated for the wisdom of our conduct and the success of 
our arms butitavdlnot I suppose be a erfed that nothing w it 
even m that period ill conducted nor wall it lx* an argument suf 
ficicnt for the justification of an expahent that it was practised in 
the aictonous reign of jQueen Anne 
If w c enquire into the comeqticnccs of flint law \ a* aliall find no 
inducement to renve it on this or any future occa ion 1 or It hail 
no other eflect than that of exposing iis to our enemies by dividing 
our forces a dijidvantagc of which wc *oon found the tfrats by 
the lo 1 of two Large ships of seventy guns ondamulhtudeof trad 
mg ves els which by that diminution ©four naval armament, ne 
ce« ardy fell into the hands of privateers nnd small cruisers that 
ravaged the ocean without fear or molest ilion 
If we examme the present establishment of our navy myLoids 
it will be di^ovcrcd tliat nothiog is projxivcd in this bill which is 
not more cfTicaciouslv performed by the methods now m use and 
more judiciously established by laws of which lon^ experience h^s 
shown the usefulness Ihis my Lords, will casdyappear from the 
penisal of the orders which every commander of a conviiy regularly 
receives and of tlic printed rules cslablishcil by his Majesty in coun 
cd for the rojal navy 

In these my LonJs much more is comprehended than can pro 
perly be infcrreil m a Law not occasionally variable nor do I think 
any thing omitted which an experienced and candid enquirer will 
think lueful to the incrc..sc of our naval gtrcnglli or necessary to 
the protection of our commerce 

In consulenng this bill I shall not trouble your Lordships with a 
minute consideration of every single paragraph IhoUph cveiypara 
graph might furnish opportunity for anuiiadv cr«ions but fhall con 
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tout v. ith < nt’i u<nu im* to r x>>!' ' t!t ' r*n ■!»! * !sf ' 

of the ohjfition-' tji’ih' b) th' nobh uho t ' *, 

fortin"' hi" opiiitou V. ith jrUt Jt iiioini' iit'^ Ju'*r rtfr 1 to 
tliough Jiitltul it i«'(|iiia’, no iiiifo'iiinon o> >1. ni s'-, (,r 

<;upciioi 'Kill in fitioMn'itton to , tint '.I t fl ‘b*U»nr*{i t* 
duco nnj aUimtion in oui pu <ni>'chMio, if ^nUnnso’'" th il 
it for the wor-f 

For furch, m) Loub, ti not 1)^ n * " 'r. to ‘ho , \<) 'j 
chbonti rn<l nhnui r« ^^oniH'r, th* ib unbH of nooim o ' * ?' 
to p^ltKnl‘I 'tation , v.tfh nn ib ohitr jeoluh^ti >n to ,t b' ► 
them, lUi’tt’or jinv in tin n rt oi t) of *' ’•♦fo *t lO, orptip* 'o’ 
ailrintr^e 

If the intt niton of f rm-m'' »htp n t(» lOro^ It >' eo' « < ’ <>*■ ft * 
nation, ouijlilthti tii It ih jn ».« tl of th* b'-'ro. 'u. t’ t ’ 

If {ht\ aix il'Hiiumftl fit th'' pniV'^fion o*' tt ir ja rln'O*, m » » tb ) 
not he tvllowotl to 'ittt ivl thf in till thi) . n o t' of »t »n '<-r ' 

I3\eij OIK, iin Lonb, In hid opp utiitofo ob nut', tL'^t 

•‘re urc ni( n vho aie wholU » n'tio< ul b\ th* pn '•t.t non'ot, 
and \\ho, if the) c-m prormi iinnunlintt paitit, or t < ij'* osy 
iinpcnilmg (1 mg^Li, me wiihont th'- b-ot •'ot-fjind mfh r* 'tnlto 
futuiit), and ulio, (hcitfire, Ine otiU b) th'* h'«tr, en*h > it -ti) 
general ‘^ehcinc of condnet, or ‘oli'l fnui-htinn »rf la-tn ' !, p. 
pinc'*', and nlio con'-cqiK nth an for «'tr otibp-d to v r% th' r 
incisuic?, and ohnatc eitr) nnv anid'nt b'. "on’<’- n "• o-ui* 
trnance 

Bj men of llm depootton, im Ixm! , a trnip'r In nht'h tlay 
ate cerlainl) xciy hlllc qinhned fm hi:iditoi‘, llit* bill torn b»fin‘ 
us seems to hue been drawn up, for il e t attintion i- < n'i' ntU *n 
engaged hy the present oceurn'iicc-., tint there n no phci- KSt f.,- 
any icgaul to dntant contm.- ntie« '1 hi K>iuhi" 0 ’i nf fh'* r t) 
to them the pciiod tif hum in cm-Ii nca., the* end of all {h->eonl and 
all pohci Ihc) con^ulei hpam 1*1 the on!) oiiPtn) with whom wc 
can cNei beat \amnec, *and ha\c thtrefoK dniwn np u liw, a !•*'% 
Without anj limitation of tmu, to eivdde u*. to nppo * Int Thf\ 
ha\e with i^icat mdiKtiy and lon^;‘ellehe^ dneonu*’!, that nuo' i 
on this ‘•’(le Cape rinisteire, mat he of me n'run-l tlie *>jnnt ad', 
andpiopoii* thcadoie, lli.at m dl tunes of wai tluv ire to te dt.. 
pilehed to t!ut iiahncUud «( vtion, tJioegli wc should he* en^a<'id lu 



TRADE and navigation 


A 1742 


ui 


disputes with the Northern Oowns, or fit out fleets to mal e con 
quests in the East Indies ^ ^ 

In all our wois my Lords hoivcier judiciously concerted ami 
however happily concluded the pleasmes of gucce s have been 
abated by the mortificition of lo <es and some coniplnints have 
been at all tunes mingled wth the shouts of triumph Ilow mUch 
Soever the gloO' the nation has been elevated the fortunes of 
particular persons have been impaired and those have never 
thought themselves recompensed by the general advantages of the 
pubhek who have suiFcred by the acquisition of them, they havef 
always imagined themselves marKcd out for mm bv malcvolenco 
and resentment and have concluded that tho o disasters which fell 
upon them only by the common chance of war were brought^on 
them by negligence or design ‘ 

tIic losses of our merchants m the present wai roust be ncknW 
ledged to have been more than common ‘but if ue ctamlnc at/’ 
curately into the causes that may be assigned for o great a 
number of captures we shall find them subh as this law will have 
Ab tendency to rdnlovc such as might be easily imagined before 
the comroenOement of hostiIitie» and such as it will be extteniely 
Oifiicult on any future 'occasion of the same kind to huidcf from^ 
^rodiiemg the same efllcts ‘ 

fhe first and greatest cause my Lords of the number of our' 
loses 1 the number of our ships which cannot all be sufiiciently^ 
protected Tific extent theicfoic of our commerce in laoportion’ 
to that of our enemies expo cs. us to double disadvantage we nc 
cessanlyhe open in moiw parts to the depredations of privateer 
dhd have nb encouragement to attempt rcpiisals becau c they have^ 
few ships of value to be seized Tlic profit 6f our commerce iid 
turallj withholds our sailors from our ships of war and makes part 
of our nav y an idle show the certainty of plunder incites thfem to 
turn their merchant ships into cruisers and to 8usp^.nd their trade 
for more profitable employment Tlim they it onco increase the 
number of plunderers ond take away from us the opportunity of 
repairing our lo ses by the s^me practice ^ 

And my Lords if the losses of oui merchants have becti greater 
than in form r wars our trade is more extensive and bur ships far 
more num rous Nor is it to be fo%otten that a very important 
part of our commerce Is corned on before the ev es of the Spamaid 

L2 
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^0 that they may issue out upon out* mei chants from their own 
coasts, and letire immediately beyond danger of pursud 

But, my Lords, neithei the situation of Spam, noi the extent of 
out commei ce, would have made this war so dcstructn e, had not 
oui merchants sometimes facilitated the attempts of our enemies by 
then own negligence or avarice 

I haie been informed, my Loids, that as the masters of trading 
vessels complain of hai mg been deserted by then convoys, the 
captains of the ships of wai bare, m their tuin, exhibited such rc- 
piesentations of the conduct of the tmdmg masters, as may prove 
that their caution is not piopoitioned to then clamour, and that in 
however melancholy tenns they may recount the miseiics of cap- 
tivity, the calamities of lumed families, and the intciruption of the 
tiade of Britain, they wiU not endeavour to escape then enemies at 
the expence of much cncumspection, and that the prospect of no 
laige piofit will be sufficient to overbalance the dangei of thosa 
evils which they so pathetically lament 
It IS not uncommon, my Louis, when the fleet has entered the 
open seas, for the tradeis to take different courses both fiom th» 
convoy and from each other, and todispeise themselves beyond the 
possibility of receiving assistance in dangei oi distress and Vv’hat 
wonder is it if pait ot them be lost, since only part of them can be 
piotected ’ 

It may be imagined, my Loids, that this is only an excuse forged 
bj the commanders to covei their own negligence oi treachery. It 
may be asked, what motives could induce the mei chants to expose 
themselves to unnecessary dangeis, or what pioofe they have ever 
^ven of such wild negligence of their own interest ox safety, as 
that they should be suspected of lushmg piecipitatelj' into the jaws 
of rapine 

This, my Loids, is an objection specious in itself, and such as 
those \/ho have not enquired intu the piesent state of our traffick 
will not very readily, discovei to be fallacious , but it may easily be 
removed. By showing that the dangei of being taken by the enemy 
' ^lE gefeially not feo gieat to those who have the direction of the ship. 
^ ^3 it' IS commonly believed 

By the present custom of insurance, my Lords, the meichant 
exempts himself from the hazaid of great losses, and if he insures 
so much of the' value of the ship and cargo, that the chance of ar-, 
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nving first at market is equivalent to the remniniog part what shall 
hinder him from pressing forward at all events and directing his 
cour e intrepidly through seas crowded with enemies ’ 

It IS well known my Lords that there la a great part of 
mankind a secret malignity which makes one unwilbng to con 
tribute to the advantage of anothei even when his own interest 
Will suffer no diminution nor is it to be imagined that this dis 
po ition IS less predominant in traders than in the other classes of 
the community though it is exerted on different occasions The 
envy of one part of mankind is excited by reputation or interest 
or dignity or power The trader for the most part omies no 
fhing but money in which he has been taught from his infancy 
that every human excellence is comprehended and cxmtnbutes 
to the increase of the riches of anotli^r wth the sameunwilJ 
ingncss with which a soldier would concurf m(thc advancement 
of an infenor officer to a post of higher rank and autbonty than 
his own I ' 

For this reason myLiOrds there is generally a malevolence tti 
(.the merchant against the insurer whom he considers as an idle 
catcrpdler living without industry upon the labours of others 
and therefore when he lays down the sum stipulated for security 
lie IS almost m suspense whether he should not prefer the loss of 
the remaining part of the value of his vessel to the mortification of 
seeing the insurer enjoy that money which fear and caution have 
influenced him to paj ( i j ^ 5 

This disposition undoubtedly inclines him to proceed with less 
regard to his own secunty and betrays him into dangers which it 
tvas at least possible to avoid, for to what purpo e -says he f^ave I 
insured my ship if I am not to be set free from the necessity of 
anxiety and caution ’ If I arrive safely at the port I shall dispose 
of my commodities with uncommon advantage, if I miscarry, the 
insurer will at least suffer with me and be deservedly punished for 
his suspicions and extortion , v , 

\ I doubt not but some of jour Lordships will imagine that I am 
now mdulgmg chimerical speculations that I am ascribing grent 
force to weak motives and supposing men to act upon pnnciples 
which m reality never operated in the human breast IVhen I 
■tb nb disadvantageou ly of others my Lords , I urn indeed always 
desirous to find mv elf mistaken and fShoU^bc plea.ed to hear on 
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this occasion fiom any of youi I-Kmisliips who luu- romei'^td at 
large alnong nunhiml, that it is not coninion loi one man to niglccl 
his ov,n intciest foi fear of piomoting that of anolhei In tlu pre- 
sent qneslionj ni) I^ids, I liavc only supposed that envy may he 
one rnotiv'e among many, and wish its inducncc v.crc so small, ns 
that it might have been less piopei to mention it 

The piacticc of insuinnce, m) Lords, vvliethei it contributes or 
not to the number of the capLuras, undoubtcdlv inticase-. the cla- 
mour which they occasion , fox as the loss is extended, the com- 
plaint is multiplied, and both the mci chant and insuicr take the 
libeity of censuiing tlic conduct of tlic nav il ofiicers, and oi con- 
demning the mcasiucs of the gov cnimcnt Hie mini'-tn isthuged 
with neglecting the pioteclion of connncice, with opptt'^ing the 
mci chants, and with conniving at the cncnnca’ picj»aration=, fliat 
they who mostcagcil) solicited the wai, ma) he the liist that shall 
repent it 

, Another cause of the ficcpicncy of oui losses in the present war, 
IS the gcncial cnculation of intelligence lluoughout Europe, by 
which it is made impossible to conceal fiomcni enemies thestatc of 
oui aimics, our navies, oi our trade Even’ rngiincnt that is raised, 
every ship that is built, every fleet of tnding vessels tint lies wait- 
ing for the wind, is minutely legistcicd in the jnjicrs of the week, 
and accounts of it transmitted to cveiy nation of the woild, whcic 
cuiiosityoi intci cst will pay for infoimation TJic Sp mianls, thcie- 
foie, need only icgulatc then schemes accoiding to the\r msti ac- 
tions fiom Ihitain, and watch those fleets which aic ficqucntlj sent 
out, foi they may he confident that some maslcis vvillwnndci fiom 
then protectors, enticed byavance, negligence, or tcnicul}, and 
'that they shall have oppoitnnitics of emiching themselves Without 
the necessity of engaging tlie convoy'^. 

To protect ships which aie to be steered each at the will of the 
master, is no less impossible, my Loids, than to conduct an aimy of 
which every pi ivate man is at libcity to mai'cli according to his own 
icapncc, to form and pursue his own plan of operation, and to dis- 
pute and neglect ;the oi’ders of his leader Noi is it moie leason- 
'able to subject the captoms of the ships of wai to penalties foi the 
loss'of a vessel, over which thcyliave no authouty, than to lecpiire 
iiom anofficei m the army an account of the lives of men, who 
"penshed by disobg^ing his commands. 
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In my opinion^ my Lords ne might nith fargreiter p“oba 
bihty of success revive a precedent that may be found m th reign 
of Iving 11 ilbam jn Which it was appointed by an oioer o^ council 
tliatr the mme of everj s up which went out with a comoy should 
be registered and th^t the owners should give becunty to piovide a 
sufficient numoer of arms and a proper quantify of ammunition to 
a--slst the Imp iial ships maniioyingor icpelhngthe enemy with 
Olio injunction moie of the utmost iiupoitance to the efficacious 
piolection ox onr commerce, and which therefore in erery war 
ought to be icpeatcJ and enforced an injuncbon bv which the 
master of the ships of trade were requued to obey the directions of 
the commander of the convoy ’ 

That some measures ought to be concerted for the preservation 
of our trade I am very far from denying and shall willingly concur 
in such as shall to me appear likely to promote the end proposed by 
them Our lo ses my Lords are undoubtedly great though I be- 
lieve far less than they are jeported by discontent and malevolence 
for if a ship be d layed by an accidentat lundemnce or kept back by 
contrary v^'inds for a few days there me men so watchful to snatch 
every opportunity of reproaching the mea-urcs of the government 
that a clamour is immediately rai ed the ship is taken the mer 
cliants are saciihccd and the nation betrayed 
While this report i comeved fivamone to another and like other 
falsehoods mcrea-ing in its progress while every mao adds some cir 
cumstance of exaggeration or ome new proof of the treachery of 
the mmistry the ship enters the port and puts an end indeed to 
the anxiety of the owneri> and insurers but by no means pacifies 
the people or removes tJicir prejudices against the conduct of 
their governors, for as no mm acknowledges hunscif the fir t 
author of the report no man tlunks Imnself imder any obligation 
to reti-art oi confute it and the passions of the multitude, being 
once m commotion cannot be calmed before another opportunity of 
the same kind may be oOercd for agitating them afresh ’ 

To tlie expectations of the people my Lords it is always proper 
to have some regard nor is (here any valuable u e of power but 
that of piomoting Inppmes. and preventiDj, t)r removing ca 
lamitics but we are not to endeavour to pacify them by the ap 
peamnee of rcf/fes winch m reality will only increase those eiilj 
of which they complain nor to depress the repdb^idii ^f^Iiis- 
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A« 3 onibly bypassing Iftsss which the expel icnoc of a single month 
siill pi QIC to be of no use 

or tins liind, my Lo’ds, the hill nov befoic us has b? cn shoivn by 
the noble Lend that ^pokc fu-t on tin-, occasion, iij i.tiom c\try 
clause has been di^coveied lobe cither defect ne oi uninrr'-sn), 
and who has eiinccd, bejond all pos'ihihty ot roplj, ihat the regu- 
lations heie proposed can iie dnidfd onh into tno kinds, of nhuh 
one IS already established cilhei luv or jnc-criplion, .ind (he 
otlici cannot be admitted nithout app.n cut injun both loom imy 
and oiu trade 

Part of the clauses the noble Duke has indeed .’ttcmjited to de- 
fend, but has been obliged b\ bis rcgaul to icason and to tmtii, to 
make such concessions, as arc, m mj opinion, sufficient arguments 
Toi the lejcction of the hill lie hv> admitted ol almost ciciy 
clause that it is imperfect, that it nnj be amended bj 1 u'tlu i con- 
sideration, and that, though not wholly to lie neglected, it jet le- 
quues some faithcr impiovcments to become cncctual to the ad- 
vantage of oui merchants 

The last thiec clauses his natural abilities and ius| disccinmenl 
unmediately shoued him to be indefensible, and he has too nwtii 
regard to tlic mtcicst of Ins countiy to attempt tlie Miidication of a 
bill, which could not be pissed without wiakcnmg ii bv impunng 
its naval foicc, and jctvnoic sensibly bj dmnnishuig tbc ie]>ulatioii 
of its Icgislatuio 

I hope therefore, niy Loids, that I shill not undoigo the com- 
mon censme of disregaid to oui conmicrcial mtciosl, oi be ranked 
amongst the enemies of the mci chants, tliough I dcclaic, that m 
my opinion, this bill ought to be i ejected as unnecc5= m iiul mju- 
diaous, and that we should only, by considciing in a committee 
what no consideration can amend, waste that tune in a fiuitk=s at- 
tempt, which may be spent much raoie usclully upon othci subjects 

Lord Carteeei spoke next to the following puiposc — hly 
Lords, though I do not appioie equally of every pait of the bill now 
before us, though I think some of the pimisions unnecessaiy, 
othero' unlikely to produce any beneficial efiects, and some aheady 
established by foimer acts of the Senate, oi lulcs of the Admiralty, 
yet I'caunot aglee with the noble Lioid that it is unwoithy of far- 
ther consideration. 

^ '^n'my opinion, jny Lioids, it is necessaiy, for many reasons, to 
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amend tins bill rather than reject if and I hope that 'when 1 shall 
haic laid btfore sou the result of tlio e enquiries and thoac reflcc"' 
Ijojjs srhioh I base made on this occasion jDurJLonlship? Willjud^ 
it not improper to reftr it to a committee ‘ < i 

Nothing mv Lortls is more nccessai) to the legislature than the 
».ffectioQ and tjic esteem of the people j nil government consL^tslia 
tlic aulhontv of theyete over the many and ruthonly therefore 
can be founded only on opinion and must alwaj's fall to the 
ground when that which supports it is taTc^’n nwav o 

Tor this reason mj lords it i worthy of this most nngust atid 
awful a scmblv to endeavour to convirco the pcop c of our sohci- 
tude for their Imppmc sand our compassion fo theirs iCcfitigs lest 
vve should enm el rated by theca uni adrantngu of b rth and for-i 
tune above regard to the lower elnsses of man' ind Ic t vve shculd 
seem exalted above others only fo neglect tlicai nnd trrested w th 
power only to exert it in acts of wanton oppression l*«t hitjU lanl 
should in time produce batrc.Irathci than rtvtrriec and uj-ciior- 
ity of fortune only tempt rapine and excite rcbcUion 

The bill now under our considenlion mv Loitl* cannot be rc« 
jeeted without dangcrofcxasperatingthenalion without cfilirdinff 
to the di. contented and maleroicnt an opportunitv t f rej resenting 
tliisHouseasregardltss ofthepubhckmi ones andd afto thecnc# 
of our fellow subjects languishing in cap ivit) and mouin ngua 
poverty Tile molancholj and dejected will naturally con cue us 
inebriated with affluence and elated with dignitv cndeavounD^ to 
remove from onreveseverj jvcctaclc of roiscrj and to turn aside 
from tho'c lamentations which may interrupt the enjoyment of our 
felicity 

^01 indeed can it he justlysaid (hat such representations aro 
wiUiout grounds when vre coavidcr the important occasion on 
wluch this bill 13 drawn up the bitterne s of those calamities which 
it 13 intended to redress and the authority by wlucli it is recom 
mended to us 

It may naturally be expected^ my Lords that the title of a Ddl t 
for the protection and Security of Trade should rai e an uncommon 
degree of ardour and attention it might be conceived thateveiy^ 
I-«rd m this House would be ambitious of signalizing Ins zealifor 
the interest of Ins countiy by proposing on tins occasion eveiy 
expedient \vhich experience or mfomntjon had suggested to Jum^ 
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and that instead of setting ouisel%es fiecfiom the labour of cDfiUiiy 
and the anxiety of dehijeratLon^ by rousing objections to the bill and 
rejecting it, ive should labour with unanimous endcaioms and in- 
cessant assiduity to supply its defects, and coricci its improprieties, 
to show that a design so beneficial can neicr be pioposed to us 
without effect, and that whenever \vc faid honest zeal we shall be 
ready to assist it with judgement and expci lence 

Compassion might hkewise concur to invigorate our endeavours 
on this occasion For who, my Loxds, can icflcct on families one 
day flourishing in affluence, and contiibuting to the general pi o- 
speiity of tl>eir countiy, and on a sudden, without the enme ot ex- 
travagance or negligence, reduced to penury and disticss, haiusscd 
by creditoiSj and plundcicd by the vultuies of the law, without 
wishing that such misfoi tunes might by some expedient be aieitcd^ 
But this, my Lords, is not the only nor the greatest calamitj, which 
this bill is intended to prevent The loss of wealth, howci er griei - 
ous, os 5’’etless to bedieadcd tlian that of hbcrtj, and indigence 
added to captivity is the highest degiecot human misciw Ycteicrt 
this, howevci dieadful, is now the lot of multitudes of our fellow - 
subjects, who at c languishing with want in the prisons of Spain 
Surely, my Loids, evciy pioposal must be well leccncd that in- 
tends the pievention oi ichef of calamities like Uiese Surely the 
Tmn of its mei chants must alaim eiciy trading nation, noi can a 
Biitish Senate sit unconccincd at the captnity of those men by 
'I’lhom liberty is chiefly supported. 

Of the impoitancc of the mci chants, by whom tins bill is recom- 
mended to oui consideiation, and by whose influence it has already 
passed the other House, it is not necessaiy to lemind your Loid- 
shijis, who know, that to this class of men our nation is indebted 

for all the advantages that it possesses above those w’hich we behold 

0 

with compassion oi contempt, for its wealth and powei, and pei- 
Iiaps for its libeity and civility To the merchants, my Loids, w'c 
owe that oui name is known bejond our ow'n coasts, and that our 
influence is not conhned to the naiiow limits of a single island 
Let us not tbeieloie, my Loids, leject with contempt what is 
proposed and solicited bv men of this class, men w'hose expcnence 
and kno"' ledge c innot but have enabled them to offer something 
useful and impoitant, though peilmps^foi want of acquaintance with 
foimei laws, they may have xmagmed those piovisions now fust 
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sus^sted, whtch hare only been foi^tten nnd jjctitioncd for the 
enaction of a nevvlaw when they needed only an enforcement of for 
mcr statutes 

That our naial force has, jn the present war been misapplied 
that our commerce lias been expo cd to petty poilcrs jn a degree 
nmerknoun before tliat ourc<mtoyslia\c been far from ndding Se- 
curity to our traders and that rntli the most pouerful fleet in llic 
world we lla^c sulTcrcd all tliat can fall upon the most defencelesa 
nation cannot be denied. 

Nor IS It any degree of temcnfi tnyLonb to aflirra that these 
niisfortunca have been broiiglit upon U3 by either negligence or 
treachery for besides tliat no other cause can be aligned for tho 
losses winch a powerful people sutTcr from an enemy of Infcrjor 
force there is the strongest nuflionty for as erting^ that our man 
time affairs hare been ill conducted and tint therefore tho regula 
tion of them is aery seasonably and propcrl) olicitcd by the mcr 
chants * 

For this assertion my Lords wemay produce thcauthonty ofthe 
other House by which a remonstrance aras dnwn up against the 
conduct of the Commissioners of the Admiralty Dus alone ought 
to influence us to an accurate discussion of tins ofTiir Rut when 
on authonty yet more irnctaWc is produced when it ippears that 
bis M'^csty by the dismusion of the Commissioners from their cm 
ployments admitted the justice of the icprcscntalion of the Com 
tnons it «urcly can be of no u~c to crmcc, bj arguments the nc 
cessity of nciv regulations 

It js indeed certain that men of integrity nnd prudence men of 
ahihty to discern their dutj and of resolution to execute it can re 
cene very litUc assistance from roles and jircscriplions nor can I 
deny wliat the noble lord hasafllrmod tliat lliey may be sometimes 
embarrassed in their measures and hindered from snalcliing oppor 
tumties of success and compljing with emergent occasions but 
my Lords we arc to consider mankind not os we wish them, but 
os we And them frequently corrupt and alwaj-s fallible 

If men were all honest and svisc laws of all kinds would be su 
perfiuous a legislature woidd become useless and our authority 
must Cease for want of objects tocmploy It butwtfind my Lords 
lliat there are men whom nothingbut laws and penalties can make 
supportable to ssocictj that there ore men )vho if they are not 
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told their duty, will never Icnow it, and wdio 'rvlU, at last, onl\ ])f i- 
foim what they shall be punished for neglecting. 

Weie all men, like the noble Loid ishoni I am nov, altrmjtting 
to answer, vigilant to discoicr, sagacious to di^fingui h, i i- 
dustiious to prosecute the mtcicst of the jiubhek, I ^ll nild be m vj 
far from pioposuig that they should be consliain' d by luk^, fir rc- 
quiiedto follow any guide but then own leason , I ‘^linukl rc-,ign toy 
own prospciil)', and that of my counti), imphcitlv into tin n Irink, 
and lest in lull security that notlnng would be omitted tliel hum lu 
wisdom could dictate for om adiantagc. 

- I am not pcmuading join Loidslnp^ to lay iodinint-> upon uitue 
and prudence, but to considei bow ‘•eldom iirtuc and autboiitv .iro 
found together, hou' often jnudcncc degcnt’i.itcs into scHi'lnie 
and all gencious mgard foi the pubhek n tonli.arttfl into rnrioW 
views of piivatc inteicst I am cndcaiounng to show, tint pinre 
laws must be equally obbgatoiy to all, it is the inlcic-->t ol the ftw 
good men to submit to icstivunts, v\bicb, though they may some- 
times obstruct the influence of their \iituo, will abundantly recom- 
pense tliem, by sccuiing them from the mischiefs tint wickedness, 
reigning almost w itliout limits, and operating vnUiout o])positinn> 
jnight bung upon llicm 

It may not be mipiopcr to add, my Lords, that no degree of hu- 
ihan Wisdom is exempt fiom cnor , that he who claims the puM- 
lege Of actmg at discretion, subjects liimsclf Iikcw isc to the neces- 
sity of ansAvenng for the consequences of liis conduct, and that ill 
Success vnll at least subject him to lepioacb and suspicion, fiom 
wliicli, he whose conduct is regulated by establisbcd rules, may al- 
'^tvays have an oppoitumty of setting liimscli ficc 

Fixed and certain regulations aic tlieicforc, my Louis, useful to 
the W’lsest and best men, and to those whose abilities arc less con- 
spicuous, and whose integrity isut best doubfful, I suppose it will 
not be doubted that they aie indispensably nccessaij. 

' Sbme of the expedients mentioned m this bill, I shall i caddy conciu 
with theaioble~Loid m censuung and icjcclmg . I am vciy farfiom 
^ ’thinking It expedient to imestthe'goiemois of oui colonies with 
'aiiy' new* degree of power, oi to subject the captains of oui ships of 
■Wav to their command' - 1 have lived, my Lords, to see many suc- 
•'fiessiohs of ‘those p6tty monarchs, and’ have known tew hhonut 
would wilhngly tiust with the exercjsc of great authoiily. It is not 
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uncommon my Lords for tho c to be made cruel and capncious 
by pouer nho were moderate and prudent in lo^er stations , and, 
# if the edicts of exaltation arc to be feared even in good men what 
may not be ctp cted from it in tho c whom nothing but a distant 
employment could secure from tlie laivs, and uho if they had not 
been sent to Amenca to govern must probably liave gone thitlicr 
9n a different occasion * 

The noblt. Duke who lias wodicatcd tlic bill uilh arguments tp 
which very httic can be added and to which I believe nothing can 
be replied has expre^ ed lus unwilhngnc^ to concur in any mea- 
sures for the execution of which new officers must be appointed. 
An iacrea.e of officers iny Lords is indeed a dreadful sound, a 
round that cannot but forebode the rum of our country , tlic num 
ber of officers alref^y established is abundantly sufficient for all use 
ful purposes nor can any addition be nude but to tlie rum of our 
constitution 

I am therefore of opimon that no new officer was intended by 
tho e that d^e^7 up the bill and that they proposed only to furnish 
those tljat loiter in our ports at the cxpcnce of the pubhek, with on 
opportunity of earning thar ..alanes by some useful employment, 

I Know not indeed my Lords, whether any good ciTects can bo 
t!ea.ooably hoped from this provision, whether men accu tomed to 
connivance and negligence m affairs of less imporL'ince, ought to 
be trusted with the care of our naval preparations and cngage<l in 
service on which the prosperity of tbe publick may depend and 
cannot concral my apprehensions that sucli men if commissioned 
to superintend others may themscheg rcijuire a superintendent. 

But my Lords this and every other clause may m a committee 
be carefully etamined and deliberately corrected , and since itap 
pears evident to me that some hw is nccc sarj for the ^ecuntv of 
our commerce I think this bill ought not to be rejected without 
farther considcntion 

Lord WiNCHEtsEA rose again and spoke thus —My Lords as 
the known sincerity of that noble Lonl allows no room for suspecting 
that he would bestow any praises ivberc he did not believe there iva? 
some desert and as his penetration and acuteness secure him from 
being deceiv ed by any false appearances of merit, I cannot but ap 
plaud myself for having obtained his esteem which I hope not 
be forfeited by mj future conduct i I 
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Ha\ing happily gamed the logmd of so c\act a judge of manhnid, 
I am the less solicitous uhat oiunion may be concentd of my .ibili- 
ties or intentions by those whose ccnsuics I less fern, and whose 
piaises I less \alue, and shall thcicforc chcaifully lia/.ird anj degree 
of popularity, rvlncli I may hue hiUicilo possessed, by continuing 
ray opposition to this bill, ofwhich I am still cominced that it will 
pioduce nothing but cmb.uiassment, losses, and disgi.icc 

Tlie necessity of gaining and picscmng the esteem of the pcojilc 
I vciy willingly allow, but am of opinion (hat (hough it in ly some- 
times be gamed by ilattciing then passions and tomplung with 
their impoitumtics, b> false appearances of relief and momentary 
allcMations of then giics-'iiccs, it is only to he pi evened h} ical and 
pci manenl benefits, b} a steady attention to the gi cat ends of go- 
r eminent, and a \igmous prosecution of the means by which they 
may be obtained, without regard to piescnt prejudice's oi temporary 
clamouis 

I belies c, my Louis, it wall always be found that it is dangerous 
to giatify the people at their own c\pencc, and to sacrifice their iii- 
teiGst to their capuccs, foi I hate so high a tcncration of then 
wisdom, as to pionouncc wathout scmplc, that howetci thej may 
for a time be deceived by artful misrepresentation^, Ihcj' will at 
length learn to esteem those most, who hate the resolution to pro- 
mote their happiness in opposition to then iirejudiccs 

I am thercfoie confident, mj Lords, of regaining the jiopulaiity 
which I may lose by dcclaiing onceraoic Hurt tins bill ought to be 
rejected, since no endear orris shall be wanting to show' how little 
it rs necessary, by an effectual piotcction of cr cry part of our trade, 
and a diligent piovision for the naval service 

Tlie Duke of Bedfoud rose and spoke to this effect — My Lords, 

I am convinced that tins hill is very fai from being cithei absuid ol 
useless, nor can imagine that they, by vv horn it was draw n up, could 
fail of producing some expedients that may desen c consideration 
It IS probable, that a faithci enquii’y' may show the jrropiiety of 
some clauses, which at present appear most liable to censure , and 
that, if we reject this bill thus piccipitatclv, we shall condemn W'hat 
we do not fully compi ehend ' ' 

No clause appealed to me moie unworthy of the judgement and 
penetration of the merchants than the last, nor was there any whrCli 
I should have rejected at the first perusal with less ngfet , vet. 
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having taken thw opportunity of comidtjnng it a second lime I 
find it by no means indefensible for lit'* direction of sIijjn staboned 
for the defence of our American territories i» not committed to the 
governors alone The council of cacli proiince w joined vrith them 
ifl authority# by tvliom any private rc^rds mat be overborne am! 
who cannot be suppo ed to concur m any tbrecljons ivlueli ndl not 
promote the general interest of the colony 
I doubt not my Lords but other ebu es hare b cn equally mis 
taken and therefore think it necessary to conuder them in a com 
jnittce, where every Lord may dedarc bis sentiments# without the 
XKtniint of a formal debate and where the hill may be delibentcly 
revised and accommodated more exactly to the present <a:igcncics 
of the nation 

Lord WivcnsisEA spoke again m substance as follows My 
Lords the only reason which has been uigcd for considenng this 
bill in a committee is the necessity of gratifyingthomcrchant and 
of showing our concern for the proiponty of commerce. If thci 
it shall appear th-t the merchants re mdiClrcnt with regard to As 
success I hope it will be rejected without opposition, 

I was this morning mj Ixirds informwl by a merchant who lias 
many opportunities ofacquainling himself with the opinions of the 
trading jrart of the nation that they were fuHy contmeed of the 
impossibility of adapting fixed rules to vanablc exigencies or of 
e«tabhs)img any certain method of obviating the chances of war and 
defeating enemies who were every day altering tjicir schemes and 
declared that they had no hopes of ccunty but from the vigilance 
ofa Board of Admiralty# solicitous for the welfare of tlic mei chants 
and the honour of the nation 

Lord CHOLMO^DEl,EY fosk, and spoke fO the following purpose — 
My Loids as three clauics of this bill have been uiuvereally given 
tip and almost 'Ul the rest plainly proved by tlie noble Lord to be 
either absurd or supciDuous I cannot sec- why it should not re- 
jected without the solemnity of farther consideration# to which indCfd 
nothing but the title can gw e it my tlxim i ji 

The title my Lords is indeed specious and well fitted to tlie 
design of gaming attention and prornolmgipopulaiitv tbut with 
this title thae is nothing that comspond* nor is any thing to be 
found but confusion and contradictions which growmore mime- 
roub upon farther earch i t I ^ 
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Tliat tlie whole bill, my Lords, is unnecessary, catinol be denied, 
of it be considered that nothing is proposed in it which is not aheady 
inthepowei of jourLoidslnps, who may call at pleasuic foi Ihcliots 
of the navy, the accounts of the crmscis, the duties of their com*- 
missions, and the join nals of then cominandcis, (as j'ou did m the 
6tli of Queen Anne) and detect ciei} act of negligence oi treacheiy, 
5ind every instance of desei tion or of cowardice 

Nothing IS necessaiy to the icgulation of oui na\ al foi cc, but that 
your Loidships vigilantly excit that power winch is confeired upon 
you by the constitution, and evamine tlie conduct of er cry oHiccr 
with attention and iinpaitiality, no man then will dale to neglect 
Jus duty, because no man can hope (o escape pumslmicnt 

Of this bill, theicfore, since it is thus useless and inconsistent, I 
cannot but suspect, my I^rds, that it was conceited foi purposes 
very different from those mentioned in the title, \»bich it has indeed 
no tendency to piomote I belieie, m3 Lords, the piojcctors of it 
intended not so much to adiance the mteicst of the mei chants, as 
to depress the reputation of those whom they bar c long taken ewy 
oppoitumty of loadmg with rcpioaches, whom they liaie censuied 
as the enemies of tiade, the corrupteis of the nation, and the con* 
federates of Spam 

To confirm these geneial calumnies, it was necessaiy to fix on 
some paxticulai accusation winch might laise the lescntmcnt of the 
■' people, and exasperate them beyond refleebon oi cnquir) Foi this 
purpose nothing was moie pioper than to chaigc them with betra}- 
ing our merchants to the enemy 

As no accusation could be more efficacious to mflamc the people, 
ao none, my Loids, could with moie difficulty be confuted Some 
losses must be suffered in eveiy war, and every one will neccssanly 
pioduce complaints and discontent, every man is willing to blame 
some other peison foi his misfortunes, and it was therefore easy 
to turn the clamours of those whose vessels tell into the hands of 
the Spaniards, against the iniuisters and commanded of the ships 
of w^ar 

These cues were naturally heavd with the icgaul alwav’S jiaid to 
misfortune anddistiess, and propagated with zeal, because they w'er6 
heard with pity Thus m time, what was at first only the outcry of 
^ impatience, was by malicious artifices impioved into settleffopinion,* 
' that opinion was diligently difiused, and all the losses of the mer- 
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cliantfi srere imputed^ not to tlie chance txf wai bxitlh^treacheiyof 
V the ministry 

But my Lords tlic foH) of this qjimon hoirevtr general and 
til £il hood of tins aecasalion iiotvcrei leliement vnll become 
■V strClcientlv ^ppareDt if jtJU csammethat bulf j collection of papers 
xmiich are now laid before you from nh ch joii mil discover flic 
mmober of ont* fleets flicLequcnoyof our convojs the stations of 
f cnr -ships of an 1 the times of their dcpartnre imd return you 
j-nviU And that no prousion for war no expedient lihdj to promote 
-■success has been aicglccted tliatt^eha'ie nowmoreshipscquipped 
than m the late war with France that nothing can be added to Iht 
exactness xvith uhich our maritime force is rcj,ulatcd and that there 
j os not theleastrca on to donbtofthe fidelity withtiluch it has been 
cmploi-ed 

in ciciy aar my Lords it is to be expected th^-t looses ill be 
auffered by pmate pereons on each side nor even in a successful 
xTai can the pubbekahrap hopetobeennebed, because the adi an 
X tage maj arise not unmediatelv from capture but consequently 
tfrozn the treaties oi conditions m tvluch a prosp-rous may be 
.supposed tb termmate 

^Vhat concessions we shallln this wxr extort from the Spaniards 
Hvhat securit} will be procured for our roe chants what rccompenfie 
■Will be yielded for our losses or what extent will be added to our 
commerce it cannot yet be expected that any man should be able to 
declare j nor will his fliajestys counsdlora be required to gne an 
account of futuiitj It is a sufficient vindication of their conduct 
^ -uid an evident proof of the wisdom with which the war has been 
♦conducted tliat we hare hithcrto^amtd moie than ne have lost 
» This my Lords will appear from a diligent and mmute compxn 
«on of tbetaptures on each side and an exact computation of the 
value of our Io&.es and our pnzes It w ill be found that if the Spa 
miards have taken is at ^ not improbable a greater number of 
t iships those which thi^ hare lost hmeheen fir more wealthy 

The merchants indeed seem to Iixredi trusted the strength of the 
tridence winch they produced m support of then ollegntions by 
- bringing it only before the other Hou e where asan oath couldnot 
be 4idmmi9tered ercryman delncredwhat In. btJie^ed a what he 
dmew and indulged him elf xvithout scruple m renting Ins Te«ciit 
meat or declaring Ills suspicions amcthodofallegation^crj proper 

VoL IT M 
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to scatter lepi caches and gratify malevolence, but of verj little use 
foi the discoveiy of truth. 

Had they come befoie your Loidships, cv cry circumstance had 
been minutely evamined, eieiy asseition compared with other evi- 
dence, all exaggerations lepressed, and all foreign considcrationB 
rejected, each part would have been impartially heard, and it would 
have plainly been known to whom cvciy loss was to be imputed. 
The negligence oi treachery of the commanders of the comojs, 
wheievei it had been found, would have been punished, but they 
would not have chaiged them with those miscarnages winch wcic 
pioduced only by the obstinacy or inattention of the mast cm of the 
tiading vessels 

Such cnquiiies, my Loids, they appear to have thought it their 
interest to decline, and therefore did not ptocced on then petition 
to this House , and if they did in reality avoid a rigorous exami- 
nation, what can be infencd, but that they intended rather to 
offer insinuatfons than pi oofs, and lathcr to scatter infamy than 
obtain justice^ 

And, that nothing was indeed omitted that could sccuic oui own 
commerce, or distiess our enemies, may leasonably be collected 
from the number and gi eat strength of our fleet, to vv Inch no empire 
m the woild can oppose an equal foice If it has not been supplied 
with sailois without some delays, and if these delajs have given om 
enemies an opportunity of adding to then securities, of foitifjing 
their ports, and supplying then magazines, it must be asciibed to 
the nature of our constitution, that foibids all compulsorj methods 
of augmenting om foices, which must be considcied aspeihapsthe 
only inconvenience to be thrown into the balance against tlic bless- 
ings of liberty 

The difficulty of manning our ships of war, is indeed extremely 
peiplexiug Men aie naturally veiy little inclined to subject them- 
selves to absolute command, oi to engage m any service without a 
time limited for then dismission. Men cannot willingly rush into 
danger without the prospect of a laige advantage, they have ge- 
nerally some fondness for then piesent state of life, and do not 
quit It without- leluctance All these leasons, my Lords, concur 
to v’^ithhold the sailois from the navy, m which they are necessanly 
governed with higliei authority than m trading vessels, in which 
they are subjected to punishments, and confined by strict i egula- 
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tions without any certain term of their bondage for sucli they 
who know not theneces ity of subordination nor discover the ad 
vantages of discipline cannot but account subjection to the will 
and orders of another 

By serving the merchants they not only secure to themselves the 
liberty of changing their niasteis at pleasure but enjoj the prospect 
of a near and certain advantage they have not indeed any expec 
tations of being suddenly enriclied by a plate ship and of gaining by 
one engagement such wealth as will enable them to spend the rest 
of their lives m ea e and affluence, but they aie sure of a speedy 
pa}inent of then wages perhaps of some profits from petty com 
merce and of an oppjrtunity of squandering them at lant, m jollitv 
and diversions their labour is clieer ul because they know it will 
be short and they rcaddy enter into an employment which they can 
quit when it shall no longer please tliem 

These considerations m) I-ords have no influence upon the pre 
parations of France and Spam where no man is master of his own 
fortune or time or life and where the officers of the state can 
drive multitude into the service of the ciown without regard to 
their private views inchnations or engagements To man a fleet 
nothing i nccc-sary but to Lay an embatgo on the trading vesseL 
and su pend their commeice for a short time therefore no man 
darcsiefuse to enter into the pubhek cnice when he is summoned 
nor if lie sliould flv as our sailors from an impress would any man 
venture to shelter or conceal Iiim 

Absolute monarchs have therefore this advantage over us that 
they can be sooner piepircd foi v>ar and to this must be ascribed 
all the success which the Spaniards haveobtained This my Lords 
will not be obviated bj the bill now before us nor w ill it indeed pro- 
cure any other benefit to the trade or any addition to the powei of 
the nation 

Of the ten clau-e compiised in the bill the greatest part is uni 
versally allowed to be injudiciously and erroneously pioposed and 
thosefew whichwcrethoughtofmoreimportance have beenshowa 
to contain no new expedient* nor to add any thing to the present 
regulations 

I cannot therefore discover anv reason my Lords that should 
induce us to refer to a committee this bill of which part i> con 
fes cdK to bCLiejccted and the rest is apparently superfluous 
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[Theiilho (jucsLon being put, Whether tnc biUahoulu hcrefcixed 
to a comnmtcc, it pas=;ed m the negative Content ^5. Not con- 
tent 50 

On the j ejection of this bill by the Loul^, a bill Mliidi i elated to 
Wn affaii of no less irapoitaneo than the security of trade nnd navi- 
gation, and which had been unanimously passed by the Commons, 
it was satnically remaikcd, that the bpiier House undci stood trade 
and navigation beitcr than the Low cr How c; ci , the circumstances 
that attended it, made the publication of the bill, with the amend- 
ments and the reasons odcicd by the Loids on both sides, erpttlcd 
with tlie more unpaticncc ] 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

NovrMBER IGj 1742 

Pailiamciit having met, according to the royal summons, on this day, 
hts Majesty made a speech fiom the throne, tihich heing aftcniards 
read hy the President, Lord TwrEDALL lose, and spohe as 
follows ' 

My Loids, it is not without the highest satisfaction, that every 
lover of manland must look upon the altcmtions that have lately 
been produced in the state of Europe , nor can any Baton forbear 
to express an immediate and paiticulai pleasure to observe his 
eountiy using again into its fonuer digniU, to sec his own nation 
shake oflF dependence, and louse from inactivity, covei the ocean 
with hei fleets, and aw e the continent with her armies, hid once 
moie defiance to the lapacious invadcis of neighbounng kingdoms, 
and the daiing projectors of umvusnl dominion, once more exert 
hei influence m foreign couits, and summon the monarclis of the 
west to anothei confederacy against the power of France, 

The Queen of Hungary, who was lately obliged to retire at the 
appioach of her enemies, to leave hei capital in dangei of a siege, 
and seek sheltei m the lemotest comer of her dominions, who was 
lately so harassed with invasions, and so encircled with dangers, that 
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she cO;il<3 scarcely fly fi*otn one rwar^r \ itliout Iholiaz'U’doffalLng 
into tlic hinds of anotb r is now able to gi\o 1 iws to her j ersc 
tutors to leturn the Molence which rfic has sufTeicd and instead 
of imploring mercy from those who bad no rcg'ird but to then own 
intere t and weic detcnnineil to annihilitc her fauulv and divide 
her oominions now sds in full sccuntv on her throne directs the 
march of di tant armies and dictates the ttrmson whiclitho e wlio 
ha'e entered her dociinuins shall be ^ufllied to c cipe 

Such mv Lords i the prcsentstale of th" Gcraian empire, nor 
haveth aflalra of the rc t of Europe been le 5 changed thciKivver 
of the Hou e of Bourbon has been diminished on cverj idc its al 
liance has been rejerted and its influence disrcffarded 

Tne liipj, of Sardinia has openly engaged to hinder tlic ‘Spaniards 
fiom erecting a new 1 ingdom m Italj , and though he has hitherto 
b en somewhat cnibarras ed m his measures, and oppress d bj the 
supenontjoFlua enemies hasat least by prcxentmgthcconjunction 
of the Spanish armies pre cncil tho Austrians from bemg over 
STbtlm“d Nor can the situation of hia dominions and the number 
oflus forces sufleru to doubt that m a sboit time be will be able 
entirely to secure Italy since be la* already recovered Ins countrv 
and drove bad the Spaniard* into the bosom of Trance 
Tlie condition of the other Spanish army ts such as no enemy can 
avuh to be aggravated by nc\ calamities They aro shut up m a 
country without prov isions orofwliith the inhabitants ore unwilling 
to supply them on one side arc ncutial states to which the law of 
nations bars the r entrance^ on anotlicr the Rleditcrranean Sea 
which can alfo;d them only the melancholy prospect of hostile qe 
maments or sometimes of their own ships falling into the. hands 
of the Britons bolund them aro tlie tioop of Austria ready to cm 
bams their march intercept their convoys nd receive tho«c 
whom famine and despair incite to change th jr masters and tp 
seek among foreign nations tlntca cand safety of w Inch iho tyranny 
of their own goTcrnment and the madness of their own leaders has 
depnvedtliein Suen is their distre s andsogrcatthcirdimmution 
that a few months mu t complete their rum they must be destroyed 
without the honour of a hattio they must sink under the fatigue 
of hungry marches by which no enemyi* overtaken or escaped an,d 
be at length devoured by ^hose d^eases wjuch tod and penury w ill 
ahevitably produc® i 
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That the dmiinution of the influence of the House of Bom bon is 
not an empty opinion, which we easily receive, because we n-i-sh it 
to be true, that other nations likewise see the same e^cn1s with 
the same sentiments, and prognosticate the decline of tli.it power 
which has so long intimidated the unncise, appeals fioni the 
declaration now made by his Majesty of the conduct of the .Swedish 
court 

That nation, w'hicli was lately governed by the counsels and 
glutted with the bounties of France, which watched the nod of her 
mighty pationess, and n,adc wai at hei command against the 
Russian empiie, now begins to discovci that thcic aie othei powers 
moie woithy of confidence and i expect moic caicful to obsene 
their engagements, or nioie able to tuKil them She theiefore 
requests the Biitish monarch to e\tiicatc hei tiom those diffi- 
culties, in which she is entangled bv a blind compliance with 
Flench dictates, to lestore to hci the dismembered piovinces, 
and recal that enemy which now- imjiends o\ei hei capital, and 
whom the Fiench haie neithei inteiest to appease, nor strength 
to resist 

Such, my Loids, is the present piospect which offlis itself to him 
who suiveys Europe tvith a political new, and examines the present 
interest and dispositions of ncighboui mg potentates , such is the 
order which has been pioduced from general confusion, and such 
the re-establishment of equal powder, w'bich has succeeded tliese 
concussions of the world 

It is no small addition to the pleasuie wdiich this change must 
afford eveiy man, w'ho has eithei wisdom to discoiei his own hap- 
piness, 01 benevolence to lejoice in .that of others, that it has been 
the effect not of chance but of conduct , that it is not an unfoie- 
seen event, pioduced by tlie seciet opeiation of causes fortuitously 
concuiiing, but the lesult of a political and just design, well con- 
ceited and steadily pursued, that eveijf advantage which has been 
gained, is the consequence of ineasuies laid to obtain it, that our 
happiness has been proem ed by prudence, and that oui counsels 
have not been lucky but wise 

If we reflect, my Loids, upon the causes which have contiibuted 
to the rescue of Europe fiom impending slaveiy^, which ha\e ,6- 
established the Queen of Hungary in her^dominions, enabled hei to 
lay wafete the terntones of her invaders, conflinied hej friends in 
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thar fidelity and intimiditcd those whom nral interests inclined 
to wish her fall or the hope of sharing m the plunder had incited 
to form designs against her if we enquire to what it is to be 
ascribed that she is able to fonn new alliances and defend her do 
minions with confederate armies we shall firfd it easy to trace all 
these revolutions to one cau.e the steady and prudent conduct of 
the King of Britain 

Our Sovereign mvLord has looked on the troubles of Furope 
with tliat concern which piibhcKairtuc inspires he hasscen the suf 
fenngs of this illustrious jinneess with that compassion which is 
alwa)s due to magnanirait) oppressed and formed resolutions for 
her assistance with that anloiir which courage naturall) kindles 
hut withtliat caution likewise and ecrccy which etpenencedictatcs 
But he remembered m> Lords that though he was the fnend of the 
Queen of Hungary he was to con ider hinx.elf ►J the father of tlie 
people of Bntoin that he was not to exhaust the forces of thr* 
nation in romantick expeditions or cxliaust its treasures in giving 
assistance which was not needed 

He tliercforc waited to observe the event of the war and to dis 
cover whether the incessant trugglesof theAu tnans would be able 
to throw off the load w ith which thigr were oppres cd but he found 
tliat their spirit however ardent could not supply the want of 
strength, he found that they were fainting under insuperable la 
hours and that though they were m no tkmgcr of being cbnquered 
by tlieir enemies they must m a short time be wearied with their 
numbers 

His Majesty then knew my Lords tliat by sending them speedy 
as istance be at once promoted the interest of hts people and gra 
tilled his own inclinations, he therefore supplied the Queen with 
such sums as enabled her to levy new forces and drive her enemies 
befoie her By procuring a reconciliation with the King of Prussia 
lie freed her from the nearest and most formidable danger and gave 
her an opportunity to secure herself against the menaces of other 
powers 

But though she was set free from dorocstick dangers though inva 
Sion was driven from her cay ital though captivity no longer pursued 
her flight nor usurpation hovered over her throne hei more diS 
tant dominions were till a prey to her enemies The Spaniards had 
already landed one army in Italy with which another was hasten 
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ing tojoih The siiccess of tins cnlcipii ■\\liJfh v ould h-i.c 
gained the gieatcst put of Ilrd), coviUI onh h« Unidcxfd hi the 
King oi Saidmn, Mho was thv.icioic -olicitcd bj llic mi.iub and 
Trench toiaioui then design, ivitli the ‘•iionge-'f prol c-'lnl un s, and 
the most magnificent pioan^cs Jhit thf'C ucii rncibnlmc 'd by 
the influence of the King of r»ntrm, wlio-e name v'i'> c/ 'iifi aent 
impoitence to make the i cakci jnit ino'f eligible, and focounlcr- 
balancc the loice ol mitnCilMfe in(cic,l 
Thus was the pn-.^nge mto Itah hured agiin t the Fponiud-, by 
obstacles which thej cm newer sunnonnt, while tliC odiii anm i3 
besieged b} nm fleet, and In the Austiians, and rcdiu ed, im-tced of 
concpicimg kingdoiiis, toclimge tlicn camp, and legiihii' llnr 
nnicheSj with no other mc a than to ii'oid fimiii", idiilc that 
piince, whose dominions nnglit most rommodiotidy afiord thr,n 
succour, and whom all the lies of nature and of mteic^t oblige to 
assist them, is awed bv the Biitnli ‘-hips of vra, wb eh he at 
dnchoi befoie his metropoh-^, end of which the eommandci-s, upon 
the least suspicion of hostilities igamsl the Queen of Hiingai-), 
threaten to batter his palaces, and dcstio> his citv 

In this manner, my Loids, h<is the King of Biitam assisted the 
House of Austria with his ticasmos, his innucncc, and hlsna\^ , 
thus does be subdue «sonic enemies, and icstram others, thus does 
he hold the balance of the wai, and thus docs he add the weight 
of power to the scale of justice 

But to seeme the success that has been aheady obtained, and to 
take from the enemies of hbciLyall hopes ot iccoiciing the ad- 
vantages which they have lost, he has now no longer confined his 
assistance to negotiations and pccuniaiy supplies lie knows that 
alliances are always best observed, when they confer security’, or 
produce manifest advantages, and that money will not be always 
ec[Uivalent to aimics He has, therefoic, now acted openly in de- 
fence of his ally, has filled Flandeis once more w ith Britisli troops, 
and gariisoned the fronliei towns with the forces of that nation by’ 
which they were gained Ihe veteian now sees once more the 
plains over which he formerly pm sued the sc]uadxons of Fiance, 
points the place whele he seized the standards, or broke the lines, 
where he trampled the oppressors oi mankind, witlx that spirit 
which IS snltindled by liberty and justice His heart now beats 
once more at the sight of those walk which he fouueily stormed. 
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and he hcRTS the rounds wb»ch he rccen nl m the nnoe or on 
the breach The French now tliscoMir that thej ore not )et 
lords of tne contment and tlmt Britain Itxs other armies ready 
to force once more the jxis es of SchclJembourr, or break down 
the intrcnchmcnts of Blenheim to wrest from them the sctptrc 
of uni\crsal monarcli\ and confine them ngaui totJieirown do- 
tnimons 

To the British regiments Im ht-Uftsty has joined a large body of 
vthe forces of Ins oun electonte without regard to the danger 
winch nn\ threaten Ins dominions m the absence of Ins troops, 
ItaMng no other mcw than to secure the publick tranquillitv nt 
wliatc\cr hazard of lus own and being eominccd that pmnto 
interest is most erectually secured by a stcadj attention to general 
good 

These measures my tonls undoubtedly demand our gratitude 
and appinu e. Gratitude is alwass due to farourablc intentions 
and diligent cndcarouis even wlien those Intentions are frus- 
trated and tho e cndcavoure defeated, and npplau e is often 
paid to success when it Im been merely the eflcct of cliance and 
been produced by measures lU adaptetl to tlie end irhich ivas in 
tended by them But surciv when jtut designs haic been hap 
pily executed when wi<c measures arc bics ed with eucce § neither 
envy nor hatred wiU dare to refu c Ihcir occJamations surely 
tho c will at Ic-ast congratulate whom the corruption of their 
hearts hinders from rejoicing and those who cannot loio will at 
least commend 

Here m) Lords I suspect no inclination to depreciate the liap. 
pine s that we enjoy hr to calumniate tliat Mrtuc by which it has 
been obtauied, and therefore doubt not but jour Lordships will 
readdy concur m the rca onaolc motion w Inch I hai c now to offer 

That an humble Address be presented to his Majesty to return 
him the tldmks of this Hoa.e for lu> most gmcious speech from 
the throne 

To deebre our just sense of his Majesty s great caro and sagd 
ance for the support of the Houscof Austria and for restonng and 
sccunng the babnct of power 

To acknowledge lus Majesty s great wisdom and attention to 
the pubhek w^&re m sending so considerable a body of lus forces 
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into the Low Counti icsj and in sli cnglhcning them with his electoral 
tioops, and the Hessians in IhcBiitish pay, and thcicby foiming 
sueh an auny as may defend and encourage those powers who are 
well intcntioncd, and give a ical assistance to the Queen of Hun- 
, gary, and to assuichis Majesty of the conciiirencc and support of 
this House in this ncccssai y measure 

To evpress oui satisfaction in the good cfTects which the vigour 
ej^erted by Gicat Britain in assisting its ancient allies, and main- 
taining the libci tics of Europe, hath alrcad} had on the affairs of 
the Queen of Ilungaiy, and on the conduct of several povvcis , and 
our hopes that a steady pciacverancc in the s une measiiies will in- 
spire the like spiiit and icsohition into other pov’Cis, cquallv en- 
gaged by treaties and common interest to take tl,c like part 

“To give his Majesty the stiongcst ^issuiancev, that tins House 
has the honoui and safety of his Majesty, (he tnic interest and 
prosperity of Ins kingdom, the sccuiity and advancement of their 
commerce, the success of tlic vvai against Spam, and the rc-Lsta- 
bhshment of the balance and tranquillity of Europe, cnlirclv at heart 
That these shall be tiic great and constant objects of our jirocccdmgs 
in all just and necessary mcasuies for aUaimng those great and dc- 
siiable ends, and to stand by and defend Ins Majesty against all hr. 
enemies ” 

Loid Montfout spoke next to the follov mg effect — My Lords, 
the motion offcied by the noble Loid, is in my opinion so proper 
and just, so suitable to the dignity of this asscniblv, and so ex- 
pressive of the gratitude which the vigilance. of Ins hlajcsty foi the 
pubhelt good, ought to kindle in every hcait not thillcd bv un- 
generous indolence, oi haidencd by invctciate disaficction, tint 
I cannot discovei any reason foi which it can be opposed, and 
therefore hope that eveiy Loid will concui in it with no less ala- 
enty and zeal than I now rise up to second it ^ 

It may indeed naturally be hoped fiom this House, that his Ma- 
jesty’s measuies will be leadily ajipi oved, since they ai e sueh as cv en 
malice and faction will not daie to censuie or oppose, such as 
calumny. will not \ entitle to defame, and such as those who v.ill not 
praise them can never mention If it be allowed, that the interest 
of France is opposite to that of Bntain, that the equipoise of power 
on the continent is to be pieserved , if any of the counsels of our 
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ancestors dcscrfc onr attention if our victories at Cressj or at 
Rannilie arc justh celebrated bv our hi tonans the ni dom of our 
Soicrei^s conduct cannot be dtnied 

rjie French mj Lords rrliom our armies in the icign of Anne 
saw fljing before them who from diiidinjhn g(Iom« and pre cnb 
ing laws to mankind were reduced to the defence of their own 
<»UDtr) who ^rc^edrlten from entrenchment to entrenchment and 
from one fortification to another now grown mwlentavith the 
])leasure3 of i>eoce- and the niHucncc of conimerc hare forgotten 
the power by whicli their chomcswerc baflled and their arrogance 
reprcs ed by which their fabnek of iinucr al munarciiv was h^t 
tercel and them dies almo t buned in the rums 

Infatuated w ith the coatcmplalion of thtir on n force elated w ith 
the number of their troop the magnificence of their cities and the 
•opulence of their trcaaun ihcj !L.rc once more imagined them 
selica superior to resistance ^nd again aspire to the command of 
the iinivtrsc thev haic now for some time assumed the hauglitv 
tile of the legislators of mankind and liavc expected that pnnccs 
should appeal to them as to the highest human tribunal and that 
nations should submit their claims to their arbitration thc) hai'c 
already assumed the distribution of dominions and expect that n i 
thcr peace hall be concluded nor war proclaimed but bv their per 
mission or adricc. 

By this gradation of exoibitanl claims and oppressne measures 
have thej at length armed m\ Lords at the summit of insolence 
bj these steps have they ascended once more the towering throne of 
unnersal monarchy nor was any thing ivanting to complete their 
plan but that theirancient mal the German empire should be re- 
duced to acknowledge their overeignty and that the buprerae di^ 
nity of Europe should bo the gift of the French bounty 

The death of the late Fmperor without sons furnished them with 
an opportunitv of executing their design too favourable to be ne- 
glected Tliey now imagined it in then power not onlv to dispose 
of the imperial dignity but to divide the dominions of the House of 
Austria into manj petty cncicignties incapable singly of opposing 
them and unlikely to imite in any common cau_o oi to presene a 
confederacy unbroken if they should by accident agroe to form it 
Tlicy therefore ent their armies iiiio Germany to superintend 
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the aiiproaclimg election^ and by holering over the teintoncs of 
pnnees unable to icsist them, c\ioitt<l voices in favoiu of thcirall) , 
a punce, whose dominions must by then situation alv.a}s obhgo him 
to compliance with the demands, and to concm rence in the ‘■chemes 
of his piotectoi-s, and who will lather act as the substitute of 
Tiancc, than thcEinpcioi ofGcimany 

But it was to i.o piuposc that thc\ had giaccd tlien dependant 
with titulai honours and ensigns of sovcieignty if the House of Au- 
triastill retained itshcicditai) dominions, and picscucd its sticnglh 
when it had lost its dignity They well hneo, that armies wcic 
equally formidable, whether commanded by an Euipeioi, oi an in- 
feiioi Sovcieign, and that a mere altciation of names, though 
it might affoid a slight and transient giatification to vanitj, would 
produce no real encrcase or dmiinution of powci 

They theioloie thought it nccessaij to mipimc the picsent lime 
of confusion, and evcite all thcpiinccs of the cinpiic to iciuc their 
ancient claims upon the Austuan temtoiics, claims, which how 
long soevei they had been foi gotten, howsoeici abrogated b) long 
prescnption, oi annulled by subsequent tieatics, were now again to 
become valid, and to he decided bj the arhitmtion of Fiance 

But this project being defeated bj (he hcioick constancy of the 
Queen of Hungaiy, whose wisdom and icsolution, which will equal 
hei name in fuluie histoues with those of the most successful con- 
querors, rejected their mediation, and icfuscd to own her nghl 
doubtful, by submitting it to be tiicd , tlieywcie obliged no longei 
to dissemble then designs, oi make fuithei pictcnces to lespect oi 
tenderness Her fall was necessaiy to then owm exaltation, they 
theiefore kindled a general conflagration of war, they excited all tlie 
princes to take arras against her, and found it indeed no difliculL 
task to peisuade them to attack a princess, whom thej thought un- 
able to form an army, whom they believed they should inlhei pui- 
sue than engage, and whose dominions might be ov ennn w’lthout 
bloodshed, and whom they should conquer only by matching 
against 

Such a combination as this, a combination of monarchs, of which 
each appeared able singly to have earned on a war against her, no- 
thing but the highest degiee of magnanimity could have fonned a 
design of resisting,* nor could that lesistance have procuied the 
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least adrantages, or retarded for a single day the calamities that 
Were thrtalcncd liad it not been ixgiiiLtcd by ererj marbal virtue 
had not policy xmitetl -nith eoarage and cautKm wiUi activity 
’Thus did the intrcpiditx of the* pnnccss my Lords support her 
figamst the storms that shooK fieri ingdom on c\ cry side thus did 
tho«e Mhom her Virtues gamwl over to her icnicc and uhom her 
etatnpic animated with contempt oi superior numbers, defend her 
Against the forces of all the surrounding nations led on by mon 
archs and elated with the prosjiect of on casj conquest 

But the utmost that could be hoped from the mo«t refined atra 
tagems or the most exalted courage tm ontv that her fate might 
be deferred that she should not fill viJiolly unrevenged tliat her 
enemies uould cufibr with lior and (hat victory would not be gum 
cd without a hattic It nas evident that bravery must in time 
give tvay to strength that v^ur must be ucarictl and policy ex 
hausted that by a constant succession of new forces tlie most re 
olute troops must be orcnrhelmcd nnd that the Hmue of Austna 
could only gam bj the tvar tlic fatal honour of being gloriously 
esUnguishcd 

This his IVfajcstys Wisdom easily enabled him todLCover and hil 
goodness incited him to prevent) hecallcd upon 'll! the powers who 
had promised to preserve tlie prt^matick anction to lave regard 
to the fhith of nations and by rulfilbog their engagements to pre 
•erve the liberties of Europe) but the success of hu remonstmnets 
only afforded a new instance of the weal ness of justice when op 
po cd to interest or fear All the potentates of the continent were 
restrained by tlie threats or gained by the promises of France and 
the disposal of the posse.sioas of the Austrian House seemed by 
the general Consent of Europe to be re igued to the fimily of 
Bourbon 

But our Soverelgrl was not yet disaiurvgcd from a sorting the 
rights which he had promised to maintain nor did he think the ne 
gleet or treachery of others a suffiaent reason for refusing tliat as 
sistance whidi justice and policy equally required Ho knew the 
power of his own empire and though he did not omit to cultivate 
hUiances^ he was conscious of his ability to proceed without them 
and therefore showed by sending his troops into the Austrian ter 
ntories that the measures of the Sovereign of Britain were not to 
be regubted by either kis enemies or his confederates, that this 
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nation is yet able to suppoit its own claims, and piotcct those of its 
allies , and that while we attack one of the kingdoms of the House 
of Bourbon, we are not afiaid to set the other at defiance. 

The effects of this conduct, my Lords, were immediately apparent , 
the King of Saidinia engaged to oppose the entrance of the Spa- 
niards into Italy , the King of Prussia not only made a peace with 
the Queen of Hungary, by whom he was nioie to be dreaded than 
any othei enemy, but entered into an alliance with his Majesty, who 
has made no small addition to his influence, by another tieaty with 
the most powciful nations of the noith 
Thus, my Louis, aie the dreadful arms of Fiuncc, which aie 
nei ei employed but in the detestable and hoiTid plan of extending 
slaieiy, and suppoiUng oppicssion, stojiped in the full caiecr of 
success Thus is the scheme of univeisal monaichy once moie 
blasted, and the woild taught, that the preseivation of the rights ot 
mankind, the secuxity of lehgion, and the establishment of peace, 
aie not impt acticable, that the powei of Butain is yet undiminish- 
ed, and that hei spiiit is not yet depiessed 
By his Majesty’s conduct, my Loids, the leputation of oui coun- 
try IS now raised to its utmost height, w'c aie now' consideied as the 
aibiteis of einpiie, the piotectois of light, the patrons of distress, 
and the sustamers of the lialance of the woild I cannot tlieiefore 
but conclude, that- no man in this lUustiious assembly will be un- 
willing to acknowledge that wisdom and finnness, which not only 
this nation, but the gieatest pait of theuniveise, will remember 
w'lth gratitude in the lemotest ages, and that the motion, which I 
now second, will be umvei-sally approved 
The Speaker then lead the motion, and asked, in the usual form, 
whether it was then Loidships’ pleasure that the question should be 
put, upon w'hich Loid CHESTCRriELU rose up, and spoke to the fol-‘ 
lowing purpose — My Loids, though the motion has been, by the 
noble Lord who made it, introduced with all the ait of ihetonck, 
and enforced by him that seconded it, with the utmost ardour of 
zeal, and the highest raptures of satisfaction and gratitude , though 
all the late measures have been recommended to our applause, as 
pi oofs of the strictest fidelity, and the most sagacious pohey, and 
though I am veiy far fiom intending to charge them with weakness 
oi injustice, or fioni pretending to have discovered m them a secret 
tendency to advance any interest ;ia opposition to that of Britain, I 
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am yet not able to prevail upon myself to suppress those cruplcs 
which hinder me from concurring wth them and from npproi mg 
the address nluch is now proposed 

I am leas inclined my Lords to favour the present motion be 
cflu e I have long been dcairou of seeing the ancient method of 
general addrcs-cs reined by this House, i method of address by 
which ovr princes ucrc rcicrenced nithout flatten and iibieh Jefl 
us at liberty to honour the Crown without descending to idolize 
the ministry i 

I know not my Lords what advantages haic been procured by 
an annual repetition of thesiicccbcs from tlic tlutine howciergra 
C1QU3 or exceUent Tor our«cl\es we have ceitainlj oblamctl no 
new confidence from the Crown nor any higher degree of honour 
among tlie people Tlie mcen e which from our censers has so 
long perfumed the jiaUcc, iias inclin d the nation to suspect that 
w e arc long enough mured to idolatrr to ofT r up their properties 
fora acrificc whcneier they shall be required, and I cannot dis 
cmble my usptetons that a long continuance of this custom may 
give some suibitious or oppre^siic prince in some distant age when 
perhaps this bencficcpt and illustiious familv ma} be calioct tho 
confidence to demand it 

I cannot but be of opinion and hopeyour Lordships wall be con 
iinccd uponieiy short reflection tliat there is a style of sen iht) 
which It becomes not this Hou c to use eicn to our nionarclis wc 
arc to rcmembir indeed that ictcrcncc which is always due from 
subjects but to pro cne IiKcwise that dignity which Is inseparable 
trom independence and legjshtiit authority 

That we ought not to dtscend to the mcane t of flattery tliat we 
ought to pre&ciic the prnilcgc of speaking without exaggerated 
praises or affecti-d acl nowlcdpcmciits our icgard not only to our 
sebcs but to our Soicrcigo ought to remind us Foi nothing is 
more evident m> Loitls than tiuit no monarch can be happy while 
Jus people aie niiserahle that the throne can be secure only by be 
ing guarded by the aflections of the jieople and the prince can only 
gam and pieservt. their afilctions by promoting their interest and 
supporting thtir privileges 

But how my I Olds shall tliat monarch distinguish the interest 
of liu [leoplt ivhoin none shall dare to approach with information ’> 
How shall their pruilegcs besupported if when they are infringed 
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tio m’^n tv'ill cn 5 T)]jlain^ Anr) wlio shall dare lo la} aoy ptibhch 
guevancos pinatc wt ongs, bcfoi e lI'C King of Biibun, if Ihc 
highest assembly of the nation slull neicr addicts him but m terms 
of Satteiy ^ 

The necessity of puUingnn end to this cnmi])t custom, heroines 
oi eiy 'day more and moi c iirgrut , 1 he allan s of Europe a’ c hasten- 
ing to a ciisis, in ivhicli all oin ])i ndcnct , and all otn influence, v. ill 
.be icquucd, and we ought thcicfoic lo trhc care not to pcipK:^ 
oui lesolutions by lolnntaiy ignoiance, oi dcstioj om credit In a 
pubhek appiobationnf measmes, which as L arc veil known not to 
understand 

I suppose, none of youi Loidships, who am not engage tl in the 
■administration of affairs, will think it dciog-atorj fiom tlie upufr- 
tion of} our abilities and expciience, to confess, that sou do not ict 
sec all the ai enmstances or consequences of the me vsiii es w Inch } on 
are desiied to applaud , aneasmes which ha\c been too lately taken 
to discovei then own tendency, and with relation to which no pa- 
pers have been laid before us We ate told of armies loincd, and 
treaties concluded, and thercfoic called upon to picise the wisdbija 
of our negotiations, and the usefulness and Mgotir of oiii nnliteiy 
pieparations , though we aie neithei acquainted on what terms 
our alliances arc foimed, nor on what 'conditions our auMliaucs 
assist ns. > 

' This, my Loids, is^icly such treatment as no liberal mind can 
veiy patiently suppoit, it is’ htlle less than to require that ivc 
■should follow our guides with oui eyes shut, that wt should place 
implicit confidence in the wisdom ot oui mmisteis, and having first 
suffered them to blind oui selves, assist them afta wards to bhnd .the 
people. 

,The longei I dwell upon the consideration of this motion, the 
.more arguments arise to persuade me, that we ought not hastily to 
■agree to it My Lords, the addicts pioposed, like the speech itself, 
is <of a very complicated and intricate kind, and comprises in a 
fe!w words many tialisactions of great importance, ciow ded together 
with an artful brevity, that the mind may be hindcied by the mul- 
titude of images, fioin a distinct and deliberate consideiation of par- 
ticulars. Here are acts of negotiation confounded with opeiations 
tif war, one treaty entangled with another, and the union of the 
Hanoverians with'our troops, .xnentiohedl almost m the same sen- 
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tenet with the Spanbh war Tlib cronJ of tnn. actions so differ 
tnt in their ailnre o >-flnous m Iheir consequences who mn \cn 
ture to ajiproic m the gross? or wlio cin dtatingiush without long 
cxaraimtion* 

I hope mj Ix)nls tint I shnll not he chafged with want of mn 
dour in supposing the motion not to he nn extemporaneous com 
position but to be drawn up with art and dthbrntion It w well 
hnown tint the address n often concerted at the amc time tlu.t 
the spcccli « coinpo'cd and tint it w not uncommon to tihe aj 
lantagc of thcfiupenontj which long ncquaintancc \ ilh the 
tion gwes tho c who defend (he motion ahorc tlio c who oji 
po«e it 

^ c are indewl told that the ti iWe efi* cts of his Majest) a mca 
sures pro\c their cxpedicnc} ami tint we may fafJ} opp’aud that 
conduct of which we rccene the benefits But my Lord* the ad 
rantages must be seen or felt Lcforc the) can be propcrl) achnow 
lodged ami it Ins not been sliown (hat we ha\‘e yet cither inti 
niidatcd the enemies of the Queen of Hungary whose inlcreit we 
bare been lately taught to bdicre in eparoWe from our own oren 
couraged anj new allies to declirc m her fa\our 

Tlie Dutch mj Lords are not yet rou ctl from their slumber of 
rcutnhlj and how loudly socrer we may a sert our zeal or with 
ashattrerpompwcmaydisplayourstrcnglh thcysbllsccm to doubt 
Cither our inlcgnty or force , and arc afnnl of engaging in the 
quarrel lest they should be cillicr conquer'd or betrayed Borins 
the approach of our army hmrcicr they may be delighted with (he 
show inspired them With more courage though they an. enforced 
by the troops of Hamircr 

TIic addition of tlie«c forces to (he British army has been men 
tjoned as an instance of uncommon attention to the grtat cause of 
unnersal liberty as a proof that no regard lias been paid to prnatc 
interest and lliat all con idciations arc sacrificed to piibhcK good 
But since no service can be so great hut it may bo overpaid it is 
necessary that we may judge of the benefib to inform us on what 
terras it lias been obtamcti and liow well Hie act of succession has 
been ob«cncd on tins ocea ion 

riiougli 1 am too Well acquainted my I^nl wiMi the maxims 
rvliich prci uI m tlie present age and haic hail too imicli exjiti icncc 
of the motives, bi which the dcci>ions of tbu Seiutcait infliieiitul 

VoL II N 
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to offer any motion of my own, yet these leasons will withhold me 
fiom concur! mg with this I cannot but bo of opinion, that the 
question ought to be postponed to another clay, in which the House 
may be fnllei, oui dehbcrations be assisted by the wisdom and ex- 
pciience of more than tliiity Lords, whet aie now absent, and the 
subjects of cnquiiy, of which many aic new and unexpected, may be 
more accurately considcied, nor can I pi mad upon mj self toictuin 
to gencial declarations any othei than general answers 

Lord Qarteret answeicd m substance as follows — hlyLoids 
as theie has arisen no new' question, as his I\Ia)estj,in assisting the 
Queen of Ilungaiy, has only followed the advice of tlic Senate , I 
am fai tiom being able to discover, wh) any long dclibciution should 
be necessaiy to a concuircncc with the motion now before us, or 
whence any doubt can aiisc with icgaul to the cficcts of Ins Majes- 
ty’s measuies, effects which no man will denj, who will bclicic ei- 
thei his own eyes, or the testimony of others, effects, which cvciy 
man who suiieys the state of Europe must pcrccwc, and winch our 
friends and our enemies will equally confess 

To these measures, which wc are now to consider, it must be 
ascribed, that the French aic no longer lords of Gcimany, that they 
no longer hold the pnnees of the empire in subjeebon, lay provinces 
waste at pleasure, and sell their fiiendship on their own terms By 
these measures have the Dutch been delivered fiom their terrois, 
and encouiaged to deliberate fieely upon the state of Europe, and 
piepare for the support of the Pragmatick Sanction But the com- 
mon cause has been most evidently advanced by gammg the Bong 
of Prussia, by whose defection the balance of the wai;' was turned, 
and at least thuty thousand 'men taken away fiom the scale of 
Fiance. 

This, my Lords, was a change only to be effected by a pabent ex- 
pectation of oppoi tunilies, and a politick improvement of casual 
advantages, and by contiivmg methods of reconciling the interest of 
Plussia With the fiiendship of the Queen of Hungaiy, for pnnees,^ 
like other men, are' inclined' to prefer then- own mteiest to all 
other motives, and to follow that scheme which shall promise 
most gam 

, That all this, my Loids, has been effected, cannot be denied , nor 
can it be said to have been effected hy any other causes than the 
. conduct of Britain had this nabon looked eithei with cowardly 
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Jespau or nPjjIjgent inaclnitj' on lljc n jng power of France and 
the (rouhlos of the continent had the distribution of cnifnre been 
left to ckance our thoughts confined sshollj- to commerce and our 
prospects not extended licjond ouro wn i land the liberties oF 
Europe had been at an end the French had established them.ch’es 
in the secure po«- cssion of uniser*al monarchy ivould henceforth 
Imx: set roankind at defiance and wantoned without fear in eppres 
Sion and indolence 

Hiese my Lord arc con cquencos of tlie measures pur tied bv 
!us Majesty of winch neither the reality nor the importance can be 
qucalioncd and therefore they may doubtless be approved without 
hesitation For surcl) my Lords the addition of the Ilanosenan 
troops to the forces of our own nation can ruse no crupics norbe 
represented as any a lolalion of the act of settlement. 

Of the meaning of that memorable act I bclieie I do not need 
any information I Know it is provided that this nation sliall not 
be engaged in war in the quarrel of Ilanoicr but 1 see no traces 
of a reciprocal obligation nor can di coier any clause b) which 
^re ore forbidden to roabc ti«c m our oim cause of the ahacce nf 
Hanover, or by which the Hanotcruns arc forbidden to assist us 
I hope tny I.xirds tius representation of the stale of our tnns- 
ftCtionswithHanorcr will not be changed with artiQce orsopimtry 
I know how Im idious a task is undertaken by him who attempts to 
shewr any connection between interests so generally thought op|x)- 
site and am supported m this apology only by the con ciousness of 
intcgnty and the Intrepidity of truth 
The assistance of Hanover myLonU was at llm time apparently 
necessary Our own troops joined with the Hessians composed a 
body too mall to make any efficacious opposition to the designs of 
France, but by the addition of swteen thou and men bccamesuf 
ficicntly formidable to oblige her to employ tho e troops for the se 
cunty of her frontiers with which she intended to have over 
whelmed Italy and to hare exalted another Spanish pnnee to a 
new kingdom flic Spaniinls deprived of this a..3istancc harassed 
by the Austrians with perpetual alarms and debarred bj our fleet 
from the supplies which are provided foi them in their own court> 
try roust languish with penuiy and hardships being equally ait off 
from succour and from flight 

Thus my Loids; it 19 evident that the true and everlastinginter 
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vest of Butain has been steadily puisued, that the measures formed 
to promote it have been not only prudent, but successful did 
not engage sooner in the quanel, because we verc not able to 
form an army sufficiently ponciful An advantageous peace is only 
to be obtained by vigorous pieparations for war, nor is it to be ex- 
pected that oui enemies should couit our fucndship, till they see 
that our opposition is really formidable Sucli, my Lords, is our 
present state, wc may reasonably hope that the French will desist 
from then designs, because they will liav c a confederacy to oppose^ 
more powerful than that liy which their immoital monarch was 
lately humbled, and I hope that conduct will always be applauded 
in this House, which enables us to repress the arrogance of France, 
Lord V/nsaMORLAM) then spoke to the following purpoit — . 
hly Loids, though the waimth with w Inch the noble Loid has defended 
the motion, and the confidence w’lth which he asserts the propriety 
and efficacy of the ineasuies to which it relates, are such proofs of 
the strength of his conviction as leave no room to doubt his since- 
rity, yet as the same arguments do not operate upon dilferenfc 
minds with the same foice, I hope I shall not be thought less sm- 
ceie, or less studious of the publick happiness, or the honour of the 
crown, though I presume to difier fiom him 
In the motion now befoie us, I cannot concur, because, though 
it should be allowed to contain <i just representation of foreign af- 
faiis, yet it appears to me to omit those considemtions which I 
think it the duty of tins House to offer to his Majesty This na- 
tion IS, in my opinion, exposed to enemies more formidable than 
the French, nor do I think that we are at leisure to defend the h- 
bei;ties of Europe, till we have made some provisions for the secu- 
rity of oui own, or to regulate the balance of power, till we have 
restored our constitution to its ancient equilibrium 
That there are flagrant proofs of the most enormous corruption 
throughout the whole subordination of publick offices, that our 
pubhek funds are only nurseries of fiaud, and that trust of every 
kind IS only considered as an oppoitnmty of plundering, apTeafs 
evidently from the universal prevalence of luxury and extravagance^ 
from the sudden affiuence of private men, from the wanton not of 
their tables. His regal splendoui of their equipages, and the osten- 
tatious magnihcence of then buildings 
It IS evident likewise, that corruption is not confined to pubhek 
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offices, that those who Ime lost (heir own mte^ty, ha\ccndta 
voured to destroy the Mrtue of others tliat attempts haie been 
made to subject the whole nation to the influence of corruption and 
to spread the contagion of bribery from the highe t to the lowe t 
classes of the people 

It IS therefore necessary before we engage m the consideration 
of foreign affairs to prosecute the enquiry which was begun in (he 
lost session to trace wickedness to its source and drag the authors 
of our miseries into the light 

Th'^e my Lorda are the enquiries wluch the general voice of 
the people importunately demands, these arc the petitions which 
ought never to be rejected , all parties are now united, nd all am 
masitics extinguished nor (here any other clamour than for cn 
quincs and puni hment 

The other House mj Lords has been engaged m the laudable 
attempt to detect tho c who hive betrayed or plundered or cor 
rupted their country and urcl} wc ought to have so much regard 
to ourovvn honour is not to sufllrthom to tod ilone m i design a 
popular so just and so necessary while we amuse our clre with 
applauding the agacit} of our ministers who whatever they may 
hope themselves or promue others havenot jet prevailed on any 
foreign power to concur with them or to mtciposc in the ifiairs of 
the continent And therefore I cannot conceal mj suspicion that 
instead of furnishing any subject for pancgyiics on oiu pohej and 
caution we are now wasting our treasures and our strength in a 
roraantick expedition 

Since therefore mj Lords our domestick evils eemtomemost 
dangerous I move that m order to their petdy remedy and that 
the people may see we do not foq,ct their immediate interest tlus 
addition he made to tfie motion now before us 

And humbly to assure his Majesty that wc will apply our con 
stant and persevering endeavours to calm and heal animosities and 
divisions unsea-onablc as tfa<^ arc at al! times and most pernicious 
in tho present juncture which the true fatherly tenderness of his 
hlajesty out of tlie abundance of his constant care for tlie lights 
and liberties of his people has o affectionately at the close of last 
session recommended fiom the throne by searching thoroughly and 
effectually into the grounds which are or may be assigned for pub 
lick discontent agreeably to the ancient rules and methods of paiv 
Iiataent 
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This additional clause being delivered in wilting to ihc Speaker, 
he read it to the House, but said that the noble Loid sjiokcso low, 
that he could not tell where he jiroposcd to haic it inscitcd I^rd 
Westmorland then directed him to lead the motion, which done, 
he desiied that his clause might be added at the end 

Upon this Lord Raymond spoke as follows — Loids, the 
addition wdiich the noble Loid has ofTeied to the addicss proposed, 
cannot, in my opinion, be piojicrlj admitted, as it has no relation 
to the preceding clauses, but is lalher inconsistent W'lth them 
Noi do I think it only impioperw’ith icgaul to the othci p.iit of 
the motion, hut unncccssaiy in itself, since it has no icfciencc to 
his Majesty’s Speech, now iindci oui considcmtion , since it will 
facilitate none of oui cnquiiies, which maybe cairicd on with equal 
\igour without any such unseasonable declaration of oui design 
If, theiefoie, the motion foi the amendment be not withdiawn, 
I shall move, that tlic fust question be fust put 

The question w'as then put with regard to the first motion, and 
it passed in the affirmative, without any division ] 


HOUSE OE COMMONS 

December 10, 1742 

MOTION IN THE COMMITTEE OF SUFPLTES FOR GRANTING PAY FOR 
16,000 HANOVmRIAN TROOPS FOR THE TOUR MONTHS LAST PAST. 

Sir William Yonge opened the debate, and spoke in substance 
as follows — Sir, though the general state of the kingdoms of Eu- 
rope cannot be supposed to be wholly unknown m this assembly, yet 
since the decision of the question now before us must depend upon 
the conceptions which every man has formed with regaid to the af- 
fairs on the continent, it will be necessary to exhibit them to view 
in a narrow compass, that nothing which may contribute to our in- 
formation may be overlooked or forgotten 
The late Emperor, for some time before his death, finding that 
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there remained little hopes of male issue nnd tint Iiis family u ould 
be consequently m danger of losing part of the honours anti ibghi 
tics which it had so long enjojet! turned im thoughts to the socu 
nty of hi3 hereditary dominions ssliich he entailed mion his ehle t 
daughter to prcscnc themfrom bcmglmihcn into fragments and 
dn ideil among tJie numerous prclcmK rs to them , nnd tint this set 
tiement might be presenrd from siohtion emploiednll the oppor 
tunitics which nnj extraordinary conjunctures presented to him of 
obtaining the concurrence and ratification of the neighbouring 
states 

As it was ahraj^ the interest of tin nation to support the IIou'U 
of Austria as a countci balance to the i»owcr of Innee it \ns 
easy to procure from us a solemn accession to this imporlant settle 
ment j nnd we therefore promwcil to support it whenever it should 
be attached Thu vrvs in rcnlil} only a promise to be watchful for 
our own advantigCi and to hinder that incrca e of the French m 
flucncc w-hicli must at length be fatal to ounsclvcs 

Tlic lihe engagements were propo ed lo mmj other |>oirers 
winch proposals vrerc by most of them occcplcd nnd amon^, others 
by France upon consideration ofa very hige increase ofher domi 
mions and it was hoped, tliat whatever might bo determined by 
the Electors wuh respect to the imperial dignity the liLrwhlarj do- 
minions to the House of Austria would remain m the same family, 
and that France would be hindered by her own engagements from 
disturbing the peace of the empire 

But no sooner did the death of the Emperor give the enemies of 
tlie Hou e of Austria hopes of gratilying wjtliout danger tlicir re 
Ecntmcnt and ambition tlinn almost oil the neighbouring princes 
began to revive their pretensions and Appeared resolved to recover 
by force what they alleged to liave been only by force withheld 
from them Armies were raised on all ides invasions either at 
tempted or threatened from every quarter and the whole world 
looked upon the daughter of Austria either with pity or with joy 
as unable to make any stand against the general confcdcracj, and 
under a necessity of yielding to the most opprcssiv c terms and pur 
chasing peace from her enemies at their own price 

It cannot be mentioned without indignation that this universal 
combination was formed and conducted by the influence of the 
French, who, after having agreed to the Progmatick Sanction, omit 
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ted no endea\ouis to piomote the violation of it, and nof only in- 
cited the neighbouiing piinces to asseit then chum by pioinibcs of 
assistance, but pomed numeious armies into the cmpiie, not only 
to piocuie by lorce, and without the leai>t regald to equitj, an elec- 
tion in taioiu' of the Duke of Bavaiia, but to assist him in (he in- 
vasion of the Austiian dominions, of winch the set tlement had been 
ratified by then concuirence, 'pui chased at a piicc ulucli might 
justly ha%e been thought too gieai, e\cn though they had obsened 
then stipulations 

The pleas which they advanced in Mndication of then conduct, it 
is not necessaiy to lelale, since, liowcver artfully they may be 
formed, the common sense of mankind must perrenc them to be 
false It IS to no purpose, that they declaic Ihemschcs not to have 
receded from their promise, because they enter the empiie only as 
auMhaiies, and then ti oops act undei the command of (he Electoi 
ofBavana, since he that furnishes ti oops foi thein%asion of those 
terntoiies which he is obliged to piotcct, may vciy juatly be con- 
sidered as an invader as he who assists a thief, pai takes the guilt 
of theft 

All contracts, Sii, whelhei between states oi jirnatc persons, arc 
to be undeistood according to the known intention of the two par- 
ties, and I suppose it will not be pictcndcd, by the most haidencd 
advocate for the conductor tbeFiencli, that the late Enipei or Mould 
have purchased, at so dear a latc, then accession to the Piagmatick 
Sanction, if he had supposed, that they still thought themselves at 
libeity to employ all then tieasuie and their force in assisting others 
to violate it 

It IS well known, that an unsuccessful ivai, which the Eiench aic 
likewise susjiccted of assisting, had, a slioit time bcfoie the death 
of the Emperor, ueakened Ins forces, and evhausted his levenues , 
and that 'theicfore, when he Avas surpiised by death, he left his fa- 
mily nnpovei 'shed and defenceless , so that his daughtci being with- 
out money oi armies, and px essed by enemies on every side of her 
dominions, ivas immediately reduced to such distiess as peihaps she 
only was able to support, and such difficulties as no other Avould 
have entei tamed the least hope of being able to sm mount 

In the fiisc crash of her calamities, when she ivas dm'en by the 
torrent of invasion from foitiess to fortiess, and fiom kingdom to 
kingdom, it is not to be domed, that most of the guarantees of the 



A 1742 


HANOVLUtAN TROOPS 


IBs 


Pragm'xtick Snnction stood at gate nitbout attempting IhatTclicf 
which she incessantly calM upon them to nflbitl her, and which 
indeed ihej could den\ upon no other pretence tlian that they w ere 
convinced it uould be incfTcctnal tint her rum was not to be pre 
rented and that she must be snaIlot^ed up hy the deluge of war 
wlucb It apprared impm ible to resist or to di\ert ' 

Tile Queen houeicr, detemimed to assert lier rights and to dc 
fend her dominions , and therefore a‘k.emblcd iier forces and made 
such opposition that some of her enemies finding tlie war to 
which they were encouraged only b) a belief of the cerlamtj of sue 
cess likely to become more liazardous than they ca'pected oon 
desisted from their daims and consented to peace upon moderate 
conditions , and the most formidable of her enemies being alien 
ated from the rrencli by txpenence of tiieir treachery and perhajjj 
jntimidatcfl by the bravery of his enemies iias at lastwillingtobc 
come neutral and to be satisfied with tbe rccoacry of his own 
claims Without assisting the XHector of Raiana 
Tlius farhas this illustrious Princess struggled m the tempe t of 
the continent with very little assistance from herconfcdcratcs hut 
it cannot be supposed tliat the*c \jolcnt efforts haac not exhausted 
her strength or that she must not be at length oitrponcrcd by the 
annics which the Ircnch, enragctl at the disappointment of their 
schemes arc ending against her She has an incontestable claim " 
to our assistance promi-cd by the most solemn stipulations ond 
therefore not to he witliheld upon any wens of present adiantage 
Hie prudence and magnanimity which she has discoicred prove > 
that she deserves to be supported upon the common principles of 
generosity which would not sufftr a brave man to look idly upon h 
heroine «itruggling w ilh multitudes and the opposition which she 
has been able to make alone shows tliot assistance will not beiain 
These con idcrations though since the Senate has determined 
to assist her they arc not immediately ncccs ary m a riuestion w Inch 
relates only to the manner in which that as istance shall he gn cn 
are jet not entirely usele s since they may contribute to oicrba 
lance any prejudices that maj obstruct the schtmes which hfli e been ' 
formed and quicken the cndcaiours of men w ho might be inclined 
to reject those counsels to which any specious objections shall bo 
raised or to lo e that time in dcbbcration^ which ought to be em » 
ployed in action ^ 
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As the assistance of tins distressed Piincess has been already i oted 
by the SenatCj it is now no longer to he Cnqimcd, ivhat adi ant ages 
can be gained, to this nation b} piotecting her, or Mlicthcr the be- 
nefits of victory will be equivalent to the liazanh of w.u ^ These 
questions are aheady determined It has already appeared neces- 
sary to this House, to resloie the balance of power by jirc'cningthc 
House of Austiia, and the only quest ion, therefore, that remains 
IS, by what means ue shall cndcaioiir to jircsenc it and uhether 
the means that have already been used, dcscnc oui approbation > 
Among the seveial schemes that u ere pioposcd for this end, it 
appeared most propei to the mmistiy to iorm an army in the Low 
Countries, whence they might be icady to march whcrcvci their 
piesence might be required, and uheie they might be easily sup- 
plied with necessaries This anny was to be luiscd with cvpcdilion , 
the affairs of the Queen of Hungaiy could admit of no delay, aux- 
ihary tioops w’erc therefore to be lured, and it apjiearcd to them 
more pioper to hire the troops of Hanoi ei than of any other nation 
That the affaus of the Queen of Hungary would admit of no de- 
lay, and that theiefoie the aimy in the Low Countries was^e^y 
speedily to be formed, cannot be doubted by any one that compai cs 
hei power wath that of the nation against which she was contend- 
ing, a nation incited by a long tram of success to aspire to univer- 
sal monarchy , a nation which has long been assembhng armies, 
and accumulating treasures, in ordei to gi\ e law to the rest of the 
world, which had for many ycais stood against the united foicc of 
all the bordeiing powers, and to w'hich the House of Austria is not 
equal in its full stiength, much less when its tieasuics had been 
exhausted, and its tioops destroyed in an unfortunate war before the 
death of the Emperor , and when almost every part of its domi- 
nions was threatened by a particular powei, and the troops of each 
province were employed in the defence of their own towns , so that 
no great armies could be collected, because no place could be left 
without defenders. 

Such was the state of the Austnan dominions, when the troops 
of France broke in upon them, and in this state it must readily be 
acknowledged, that neither courage nor prudence could procure 
success , that no stratagems could long divert, nor any resistance 
repel, such superiority of power , and that therefoie relief must be 
speedy, to be efficacious 
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That to bnngf the relief winch vec had promt-cd with expedition 
uflicient lopiticure any adxantagcs to our ally toprc*crrc her pro- 
vinces from beings laid waste her towns froTi being stormed and 
her armies from being ruined to repre s the confidence of the 
rrcnch and recal them from conquest*! to the defence of thcirown 
temlorjcs it was apparenti} neccssaiy to Inn. foreign troops , for 
to ha\e ent ow all our own forces liad been to have tempted the 
Prencli to change their design of imnding the Austrian dominions 
into that of attacking Bntain and attempting to add this kingdom 
to their other conquests to liarc rawed new troops w ith expedition 
equal to the ncccssitj tliat demanded them was either ab olutely 
impossible or at least very difHcult and when raised they would 
haie been only new troops who whatever might be their courage 
would have been without skill in war and would therefore lia\c 
been distrusted by those whom Uiey assisleil and despued by thosL 
whom they oppo<ed 

Nothing therefore remained but that auxiliaries should be tried 
and the only question then to be decided was wbat nation should 
be solicited to supply us ^ Nor was tlus so dilltcuU to be ansi cred 
as in former times since there was not the usual liberty of choice 
manj of the pnnecs who send their troops to %bt for other powers 
were at that time either influenced b) the promises or bribed by 
the mono) or intimidated by the forces of Trance some of them 
svere engaged in schemes for enlarging their own dominions and 
therefore were unwilling to supply others with those troops for 
which they were thcmschcs projecting cmplojincnt and jicrliaps 
of some others it might reasonably be doubted whether they would 
not betray the cause which they should be retained to support and 
whether they ivould not in secret wash the depre sion of the^ucen 
of Hungarv by means of those imadere whom they promised to 
resist 

Sir amidst all these considerations which there ivas not time 
completely to ai^ust it was necessary to turn their ejes upon some 
power to wluch none of these objections could be made } and there 
fore they immediately fixed upon tlie Electorate of Hanover as 
subject to the same monarch and of which thcrcfoic tho troops 
might be properly considered as our national allies who e interest 
and inclinations must be the same with our own and whose fidelity 
might be warranted by our own Sovereign 
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It \V£is no small arhanlacjc lhat the contract for these lioojr> 
Could be made without the delay of tedious negotiations, lhat tiu') 
weie leady to maich upon the fust notice, and that fhcv had been 
long learned m the exactest discipline 

The concurrence of all these ciicumslanecs, easily detci mined 
oui ministeis m then choice, and the troops neie ordered to ]Oin 
the Batons in the LowCountacs, a step u Inch so mucli alarmed the 
Flench, that they no loiigei endeavoured to push fonvaid their 
conquests, nor appealed to entertain any othei design than lint of 
defending themselves, and ictuining in safet} to their own country. 

Such was the conduct of our ministij, such wcic thtir inotucs, 
and such has been their success , noi do I doubt but this House will. 
Upon the most iigoious examination, find reason to appiovc both 
theit integrity and prudence. 01 then mtegnty they could give no 
^rcatei proof, than then coiifidtncc of the agreement of this House 
to measuies which, though confonnablc in gcnciul to ouricsolii- 
iions, weie not paiticulaily coniinuincatcd to us, because, indeed. 
It could not be done without loss of time, which it was necessary to 
impiove with the utmost diligence, and a discovciy of tliosc de- 
signs, which ought only to be known by the enemy aftci they wcic 
executed Of then piudcncc, tlicir success is a sufiicicnt evidence, 
and theiefore I cannot doubt but gentlemen will give a sanction to 
then’ conduct, by providing, actoiding to tlie estimates bcfoie the 
committee, for the suppoil of troops, which liavc been found of so 
great use 

Loid PowLETT lose up next, and spoke to the effect following 
Sir, the honoinablc gentleman lias with so much clearness and 
elegance displayed the state of Europe, explained the necessity of 
hiring foreign troops, and showed the leasons foi which the tioops 
of Hanover were piefencd to those of any other iration, that I be- 
hev e it not to he of any use to urge other arguments than those 
which he has produced 

As theiefoie it is indisputably necessary to hire troops, and none 
can be hned which can be so safely tiustcd as those of Hanover, I 
cannot but agiee with the right honourable gentleman, that this 
measure of his Majesty ought to be supported 
Sir John St Aobyn then spoke as follows — Sii, it is with the 
^leatest difficulties that I use up to give jou this tiouble, and par- 
ticularly after the honouiable gentleman with whom I am so vciy 
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unequal to contend But when my as ent is required to a proposi 
tion so big witlimuchiefs of so alarming a nature to thiscountiy, 
and which I think notu ithstonding what the honourable gentle 
man has most ingeniously aid roust tlctemnnc from this very daj 
who dc erves the character and app Hatton of a Briton I hope you 
will forgwe me if 1 tol c this last opportunity wluch pcrliaps I may 
eier hare of speaking with the frccilom of a Briton in this a, cmbly 

1 am not able to follow the honourable guitleman m any refine 
ments of reason upon our foreign aCiirs 1 1 as c not subtiltj enough 
to do it^ nor is it m my wav as a pnnfc country gentleman But 
though country gentlemen have not that agacity in husmess, and, 
for want of proper lights being ■alTord d ua the penetration of .mi 
rosters into publick affairs, yetgive me leave to -ay they have one 
kind of sen e which ministers of stale cldomliarc and at this time 
It is of o acute a nature that it must overthrovr the arguments of 
the mo t refined administntion tins is the sense of fueling the 
universal datres cs of then eountn the utter incapacity it nowt 
lies under of u taming the heavy burdens that am imposing upon 
it 

Tins I take to be the first the great object of this (Lay s debate 
Consider well your strcngUi at home before you cnbngic your 
selves abrtod^ for if you proceed without a sufficient degree of 
that your retreat will b* certim and sliamcful and may in the end 
prove dangerous Wtbout this first this necessary principle wliat- 
ever may be tJje raachinations the vj lomrj schemes of romisterv 
whatever colourings they may hcighttn them witli to mislead our 
imagination thev vnllprovcm tlic end for no otherpurpoae butto 
precipitate this nation by empty captirating sounds into tlie pri 
rate views and intngues of omemen so low perhaiis mreputa 
tion and authority as to be abandoned to the desperate nccc sity of 
founding their ill pos e- «?d prticanous power upon the nuns of this 
country 

Nest to the consideration of our inward domcstick strength, 
vhatjbreign a.sistartccs have we to justify this measure’ Are vtc 
<ure of one positive active ally lo tlic world ’ Nay are not wo mo 
rally certain that our n‘*are t most natural ally disavows the pro 
ceedin^j and refuses to co operate with us? One need not be deep 
yead m politicks to understand tint when one stati- separates ita^lf ^ 
from aaotl er to wliith it h naturally allied it must be for this 
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plain reason, Hut the mtciest i<^ dcscitccl wliidi \h m common to 
them both And it is an imatiable nilc in this countn, a mlc 
nevei to be departed fiom, that theic can no cause CMst m nhicli 
rve ought to engage on the continent, without the aid and assistance 
of that neighbouring state This is the test, the ccilam mark, by 
which I shall judge, that the interest of this count r> is not at pre- 
sent the object in puisuit 

Is any man then wild enough to im.'ginc, that the ntCv-'Sion of 
sixteen thousand Hanoi cnan merccnanas will comiien'eto for the 
loss of this natural ally’ No, but it is siid that tins indicates mth 
a firmness and resolution within onr^ches, tint it will induce them 
to come m Sir, if they had any real proofa of our fiiinncss and 
resolution, that the interest of this country was to he puisucd, I 
dare say they would not long hesitate But they look wiUi a jealous 
eye upon this measure, they consider it as an argument of your 
w’eakness, because it is contrary to the genius and spint of tins 
country, and may therefore lessen his hlajcstj in the affections of 
lus people. 

They haic for some jcais past looked upon a British Parliament 
as the coirupt engme of administrabon, to exhaust the nehes, and 
impair the strength of this country' They have heard it talk loudly 
indeed of the House of Austiia, when it was in your power to haic 
raised her to that state, in which she was properly to be considered 
as the support of the balance of Em ope, if timid neutralities had 
not inters ened, and our naval strength had properly interposed to 
her assistance. 

They have lately looked upon this Parhament, and rvith tlic joy 
of a natural ally they base done it, resenting your injuries, bravely 
withstanding the power, that you might restore tlie auOionty, of 
your government, demanding constitutional securities, appointing 
a parliamentary committee for enquiry and justice Sir, they now 
see that enquiiy suppressed, and justice disappointed In this situ- 
ation, what expectations can we foiiu of their accession to us, 
tallang bigly indeed of vindicating foreign rights, but so w eak and 
impotent at home, as not to be able to recover our ow n privileges ’ 

But this measure is said to be undertaken rn consequence of the 
advice of Paihament —There has been great stress laid upon this 
It has been loudly proclaimed from the throne, echoed back again 
from hence, and the whole nation is to be amused with an opimon. 
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that tipon tins measure the Fite of the House of Austria thehalancc 
and liberties of Europe^ the sahation of this countrj depend 
But ivas this fatal mca-urc the recommendation of Parliament or 
>\as it the oSspnnj of come hoM enterprising niini-tcr hatched m 
the intennl of Parliament under the u mgs of prerogatn e danng 
tp presume upon the corruption of thu House as the necessary 
means of Jus administration ? The object indeed might be rccom 
mended but if any ivrong measure t» undertaken to attain it that 
measure urclj hould he dropt, for it u equally culpable to pursue 
a good end bj bad measures as it is a bad end by tho e tliat arc 
honest, ' 

But as to the *iddre^ I wish gentlemen would a little consider 
the occasion which produced it Sii it proceeded from the \rannth 
of expectation the exultation of our hearts immediately after and 
>Yith tho ame breatli that you estabhslicd your committee of en 
quiry, and it is no forced conslniction to say tliat it carries thi* 
testimony along uith it tliat national sccunties and granting sup- 
plies were reciprocal terras 

But Sir I must oivn for my part rras the occasion ncYcr so 
cogent Hanoi cnan auxiliancs arc the last (hat I would rote into 
British pay, not upon the considciation only that we ought other- 
wise to expect tbcir assistance and that we should rather nuke euro 
of others that might be engaged against us but from this melon 
choly apprehension Uiat a<im n «trations will for ever have agncity 
enough to find out such pretences tJut we may find it difficult 
to get nd of tliem again 

Besides the Elector of Hanover as Elector of Hanover is an 
arbitnuy prince his clectoml army is the imtruroent of that pou er 
as Ring of Great Britain lie is a restrained monarch And though 
I don t uspect his hhijesty and I dare eay the hearts of the British 
soldiery are as jet free and untainted jet I fear that too long anin 
tercourso may beget a dangerous fiumharitj and they may liercaflcr 
become a joint instrument under a le s gracious pnnee to invade 
our Ubertjes 

His Majestj if he was Tightly informed I dare saj nould soon 
perceiie the danger of the proposition which is now before jou 
But as he has every other virtue he has undoubtedly a most pas 
sionate love for Ins native country a passion vvhicli a man of any 
sensation can hardly divest himself of and, Sir it is a pas ion the 



more easily to be flattoredj because if aiiscs fiom \hluc I ivisli 
that those who have the honour to be of his councils, would nnifate 
Ins 10) al evample, and show a passion for then nalnc country too j 
that they would faitlifully stand foilh and say, lln!, as King of this 
countr)’’, whatever interesls niaj intcrfcic with it, this eountr} is to 
be his first, his piincipal caic , Oiat in the act of scttJeincnt this is 
an express condition But A\hal sluggish sensations, what foul licai is 
must those men have, who, instead of conducting ins IVI.ycstv s right 
pimciples, addiess themselves to his passions, and misguide liis pre- 
judices ’ making a voluntary 01 Cl hue of the lights and pniilcgcs 
of then country, to obtain faiour, and sccuic llicnisehcs in jiowcrj 
misconstruing that as a sccond,iry consideration, which in then owa 
heaits tliey know to he the fimt 

Sir, we have alicady lost many of those bcnefiLs and icsliicUons 
which weie obtained foi us by the llciolution and the act of settlc- 
vment Foi God’s sake, let us pioceed no failhci But if weaie 
thus to go on, and if, to procure the grace and fa. our of theCrown, 
this is to become the flatteiing measure of eiciy successive admi- 
nistration, — this countiy is undone' 

hlr Bladen then rose up, and spoke to the following purpoit . 
— Sir, if zeal were any secunty against enoi, I should not willingly 
oppose the honomablc gentleman who has now dcclaicd his senti- 
ments, and declared them vilh such aidour, as can haidl_, be p'-o- 
ducedbutbysinceiifv , and of wliom thcicfoie a cannot be doubted, 
that he has dchvcied his leal opinion, that he fcaio, fiom the 
measures which he censuies, verv great calamities, that he thinks 
the pubhek tranquillity m aangcr, and believes that ins duty 
to his country obliged him to speak on this occasion with unusual 
vehemence 

‘ But I am too w'cll acquainted with his candoui to iinagmc, that he 
expects his assertions to be any fai Lhct regarded than lhc\ com nice j 
or that he desires to debai others fiom the same fiecdom of reason 
which he has himself used I shall theiefore proceed to examine 
his opinion, and to show the leasons b) which I am induced to 
differ fiom him 

The arguments upon which lie has chiefl) insisted, are the danger 
of hiring the troops of Hanover in any circumstances, and the im- 
propriety, of hiring them now without the pievioos approbation of 
the Senate, 



riic danger of taking into our paj the forces of Hanoi cr the 
contrariety of tins conduct to the act of settlement and the xn 
fraction of our natunl pmxlcges and the i lolation of our liberties 
Mhich IS threatened by it liaicbcen asserted in ic'y strong terms 
but I think not proicd with proportionate foice for uc Inie heard 
’ no regular deduction of con iquencc by whith this danger might 
be shou n nor hai c been informed how the engagement of sixteen 
thousand Hanoverians to seiic u» against France for the ensuing 
year can be con idcred as more dcstructncto our liberties than 
any other forces 

It 13 in ked insinuated thattlu conduct uill furnish a dangerous 
precedent of pref icnee granted to Hanoier aboie other nations, 
and that this preference may gradually be advanced till in time 
Hanoi er may b) a senile ministry he preferred to Britain it elf 
and that therefore all such partiality ought to be cru hed in 
the beginning and its autliors pursued ivith indignation and 
abhorrence 

Tliat to prefer the interest of Hanover to that of Britain would 
be in a very lugh degree cnmmal m a Bnlish ministry 1 believe 
no man m this House will go about to deny but if no better proof 
can be produced that such preference is intended than the con 
tract winch we an. now desired to ratify it may be with reason 
hoped that such atrocious treachery is j et at a great distance for 
how docs the lure of Hanoicnan troops show any preference of 
Hanoi cr to Bntiin’ 

Tlic troops of Hanover are not hired by the mmistryhs braver or 
tnore skilful than tho e of our own country , they are not hired to 
command or to instruct but to assist us nor can I discover 
supposing it pos-iblc to !n\c raised with equal expedition the same 
number of forces m our own country how the mini try can be 
charged with preferring the Hanoverians by exiio ing them to danger 
and fatigue 

But if it be confes cd that such numb rs would not possibly be 
taiscd or at least not yioasibly Uisciplmed with the expedition tliat 
the Queen of Hungan rcqmral it will be found that the Hano*' 
venans were at most not preferred to our own nation but to other 
foreigner® and for uch prcfcrdncc reasons liave been alreadv given 
which I shall esteem concIuMve tiH I hear them confuted 

Theothcrobjcctiononwhich the honourable gentl man thoUg,htit 
VOL II O 
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proper to insist, was the neglect of demanding from the Senate a 
previous appiobation of the contract which is now bcfoie us 5 a 
neglect, in his ojiinion, so criminal, that the mmislr} cannot be 
acquitted of aibitraiy government, of cquandcring the pubhcl; 
money by thou own caprice, and of assuming to thcmscUcs the 
whole pow'cr of govcinment 

But the proof of this enoimous usurpation has not }ct hern pro- 
duced, for it does not \ct appc.ar, that theicwas tune to communi- 
cate their designs to the Senate, 01 that they would not lin\r been 
defeated by communication , and thcicfore it 'is set not ciidcnt, 
but that when tlicy aic censured for not baling laid thr tr ‘chcnic 
befoie the Senate, they arc condemned for omitting what was not 
possibly to be done, 01 what could not base been done, without 
betraying then tiust, and injunng then counti-)' 

It IS allowed, that the Senate had icsohcd to assist the Queen of 
Hungary, and therefore nothing icmpincd foi the numstcr-* but to 
execute with then utmost address the icsohUion that had been 
foiincd, if foi the prosecution of this design llic\ should be found 
to have enaid in then choice of means, then mistakes, unless some 
ill designs may justly be suspected, aic to be imputed to the Irailfy 
of human nature, and rather to be pitied, and iclicied as misfor- 
tunes, than pumshed as dimes. 

But I doubt not, that in the course of our dehbcnit 10ns, we shall 
find reason foi concluding that thej hai c acted not onlj with fidelity 
but piaidence, that they have chosen the means by which the grcit 
end which the Scfiate proposed, the succour of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, and consequently the re-establishmcnt of the balance of powei , 
wdl be most easily attained, and that they have taken into tlie pay 
of this nation those troops which may be tiusled with the gieatest 
security, as they have the same piincc, and the same intciest 
But the honouiahle gentleman appears inclined to advance a new 
doptnne, and to insinuate, that when an) sole is passed by the 
Senate, the ministers arc to suppose some conditions which me to 
he observed, though they w'cre never mentioned, and without 
which the voice of the Senate is an empty sound In pursuance of 
this supposition, he calls upon us to recollect the time and circum- 
stances in w'hich this vote was passed , he reminds us, that the con- 
cession was made in a sudden exultation of oui hearts, in the 
taptures of tiiumph, and amidst the shouts of conquest, when eveiy 
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inin WM fonHtn? wMcIj nn<r Lwn gntifed, 

tintl I hjminc fc!»ei»r4 winch cmiM nc»cr pctfcvltd 

He icc-ni tlifrcfjre t J Ihinh lljat our tnini ten Iiviltlimulv (ooV. 
ftcjnnlacv of our intoxlriljon on t !»ctrJvc»l n» (n a fit of thnuqhl 
Ie*i jolljlf to a frmo <■ which wlicntn Ic w hanlK iind nf<vv! 
atiil whi h wc n IX tl r»rfif no r rrIriM He it iiclmlc« tlat the 
conco< H n wH j iinrhl Ih n rrajw iii otj-^hl hot to I are Wn 
tn tched by otjr nno lcr» am! mvlo the f>iio<Ution of ihcir con 
duct b^ts '' 111*7 Vnen It tr*< mx! ujnn W e iuj*jv>iltion» anJ 
In pro'jwct ofa » co pence that n-rtTWoul*! l>c pranted 

1 Inpe Hirre lx ro ncrc-nt) for d'xlxnn'* that l!ib rraoanin* 
cxnnnt nfclr be •» Joilttctl uncr If iho ante of the Senate be not n 
rufTicl nt XTumnl for..nvinfa«irr no man can tindcHnVr th ail 
mini tration ofo ir nritn nnd ilat pn»fmai ntaxhl lino man will 
Tcnturc to muil l»e qtilchlrat an m 1 

I or CRT jort f I now not bo r the n *hn nr f If* ‘vcnitc 1 at bccc 
il opjmlntrd cf orv jti f rtpcetatlon* nor ran J ropocnc iJiat any 
»ich d* ppomtincnt* r*ate tlwlr totn or crtml thcir rNo!u»Inn» 
and th'^ore ! c-innot htji ihlnl the mini try t ifHocnlK jmtjficil 
If they cm ilKnr tint they Kate not d %latftl from tl rttt 

Ijonl Qi JktTNOos xjX'Vc ncxlto the cfTct f 'Ihmlnj — S>f lam 
0 fir from IhinVInpthit tl>e t con lurl nr iheprwcnl projmtali 
of the mini tn d<'‘efte apjn bitlon iKil Inmyojmlnn all the 
arpiinenl* whleli hue Ixvn proilucti! In tin ir fn-ournre apjnrrnlTy 
faUjclon and cirii the jK*iltioM«m which tl ei nrp fiundetl nnJ 
which arc laid dm n R tincr ntroicrtHde arc pcnemllj filv 

It l4 fir*t averted tint wc are indi in'll nl ly id llped to a«ht (he 
Oiirtn of Huxi^tio n'~un t rnnee and to jixp|>oxt her Ixi the |>o* 
ftyiinn of the hmilitiry dominiom of llic Atidnan Hmi^e anti 
from thence is priMpitafely Inferwl the necr ut) of n.\4emblinf 
■nnn «s and lunnj, niereenamt of ciluu tin^ our (rtnsure and 
beipln_, new Ijurtheu upon tin piildick 

lint wc conenmil with other powcri In prtmiLlnj to aujport 
Iho lVa,^matlcl{ *!3nclion h not to be dininJ nor do I intend to In 
sinuate tint tlie filth of treaties ourjlit not stricll) to Ik, kept ; but 
we arc not ohligrtl to jicrfonn more (Inn wcpromUnl or like upon 
ounthes the burthen whith ivai to be sup|«rt«I by the unlti-d 
elrcn^h of ttnny potentates and of whKh wl only cngigeil to bear 
^ ecKain piK t ouijht undoubtedly to furnish the troopj which 
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we promiscn, and ought to lia\cscnt tlicm^ wlicn they were fint 
demanded, but Ihcic )s no necessity that we should supply the 
defieiencics of e^el j othci powci, and that we should dctcnnine to 
stand .’lone m defence of the Piaginatich Sanction, that wc«hould 
by loirantich gcneiositj imjio^eii'h oui countn, and entail upon 
remotest poslcnty povcily and taxes. We ought to be honest at 
all e\cnts, w'e aie at hbcity likewise to be gcncious at our own 
expenccj but I think we ha;e haidlya light to boast of oui liberal- 
ity, when we contract debts for the adxanlagc of tlic House of 
Austria, and Icaie them to be paid by the indusliy or fiugality of 
succeeding ages 

It IS therefore at least dubious, whcllicr w c ought to lia7ard mort 
than we piomiscd in defence of the House of Aastiia, and conse- 
quently the fust proposition of those who Imc undcH ikcn the de- 
fence of the min'stry iccpnrcs to be better cotabbsbed, befoic it 
becomes the basis of an aigumcnt 

But though itbcal’owcd, tint we ought to exceed our stipu- 
lations, and engage moxe deeply in this cause than we Imc pro- 
mised, I cannot yet discoici upon wlnt principles it can be proicd, 
that sixteen thousand Hanoi enaiis ought to be lined IMiywcrc 
not oui troops sent winch ha\cbcenso long maintained at home 
only foi oppiession and show ^ Why Imc they not at last been 
shown the use ol those weapons which they haic so long c-arned, 
and the advantages of that cxcicisc vbicb they have been taught to 
peiform with so much addicss’ Why Imc they not at length 
been shown foi what they bad so long icccivcd tlicir pay, and in- 
formed, that the duty of a soldiei is not wholly pcrfoimcd by 
strutting at a rev levv ’ 

If it be urged, that so great a number could not be sent out of 
the kingdom without exjiosing it to insults and inaiptions, let it 
be remembered how small a force was found sufiicient foi the de- 
fence of the kingdom m the late w ar, hen the French w cre master's 
of a fleet which disputed foi manyycais the empire of the sea, and 
jt wall appear, whetlier it ought to be imputed to piudence or to 
'cowaidice, that oui ministers cannot now think the nation safe 
> without thrice the numbei, though our fleets covei the ocean, and 
.steel fiom one coast to another without an enemy 

But to show more fully the insufficiency of the v indication which 
has been attempted, and piove, that no concession will enable the 
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out wliv those of Hiino\ci were chosen, since it appears to mo, 
that by luring out his troops to Britain, our nonrich only taken® 
one hand to sti eng then the other It nught be c\ptcltd, th it he 
should have emploied these tioops against France i\ithout hire, 
since he is not less obliged, nthei by tieati oi poht>, to juo- 
tcct the House of Aiishia as Elector of Hanmer, than as King of 
Bntain 

Since therefore the li oops of Ilanmei ucrc lined, without the 
consent of the Senate, tiicj line hitlKito peifornicd notiune; , and 
since it is ica^onablc to cajirct, that v. itiiont bi tnir paid In Biitam 
they will be cinplo} ed agrinst therieneh, 1 ihink il ovjn dicnf to 
discharge them fiom our semcc, nid to del \ the p'j \>hieh is 
requiicdfoi the last fo'u month*', till it shill ajtp n hoi thn liaie 
dcscived it 

Ml Fox then ro~c and epoke to the folio v 111*7 pini'ort* — Sir, 
though the ohacrvatious ol the light honoaiabk gcntlcnia.i must be 
aUoiied to be ingenious, and though the eloquence iiith iihich he 
has dchveied them, natuialU excites attention and icgaid, yet I am 
obliged to dcclaic, that I haic leconed lathci plea-uic Ih-n con- 
MCtion from his oi.itoiy , and that iihile I apjdaud Ins miagin 'tion 
and Ins diction, 1 cannot but conclude, that they bai c been em- 
ployed in bertoii ing ornaments upon cri 01 

I shall not indeed attempt to conlutc cieiy* rsEcrtinn iilurh I think 
false, or detect the fallacy of cicry' aigumcnt which ajipcars to me. 
sophistical, but shall lease to Olliers the pi ounce of ‘•honing the 
, necessity of engaging m the war on the continent, of employing a 
large force for the presen ation of the House of Austiia, and of 
forming that army with the utmost cajicdition, and of taking 
auxiliaries into our pay, and confine myself to tins single question, 
whether, supposing auxiliancs ncccssaiy, it was not prudent to 
hue the troops of Hanoi er 

Nothing can be, in mv opinion, moie apparent, than that if the 
necessity of hmng troops be allowed, wlucn surely cannot be ques- 
tioned, the troops of Hanoi er aie to be chosen bcfoie any other, 
and that the ministry consulted in then 1 esolutions the 1 eal interest 
of their country, as well as that of our ally 

The great argument which has in all ages been used against mer- 
cenary troops, IS the suspicion which may justly be entei tamed of 
their fidehty. Mercenaries, it is obsened, fight only for pay, with- 
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out an) affection for the master whom they serve without any zeal 
for the cause which they e^pou e and ivithout any prospect of 
advantage from success more than empty prai es oi the plunder 
of the field and therefore ha\e no motives to incite them against 
danger nor any hopes to support them in fatigues that they can 
lose nothing by flight but plunder nor b) treachery, but honour 
and that therefoie they have nothing to throw into the balance 
against the love of life or the temptations of a bribe and will 
never be able to stand against men that fight for then native coun 
try under the command of generals whom they esteem and love, 
and whom they cannot desert or disobc) without exposing them- 

elves to perpetual exile or to capital punishment 
These arguments have always been of great force and therefore 
that nation whose defence has been entrusted to foreigners has 
always been thought in danger of laiin Yet thei e have been con 
junctures in which almo t every state has been obliged to rely upon 
mercenaries and in eompHance with immediate necessity to dc 
pend upon the fidelity or those who had no particular mterest m 
supporting them But w thmuch greater reason maj we trust the 
success of the present war In some d^ee to the troops of Hanover 
as they are perhaps the only foreign forces against which the ar- 
guments already recited are of no force They are foreignew 
indeed as they are born in another countr) and governed by lav s 
different from ours , but they are the subjects of the same prince 
•md therefore naturally fight under the same command they have 
the same interest with ourelves m the present contest they have 
the same hopes and the same fears they recommend themselves 
equally to their Sovereym by their bnvery and can neither dis 
cover cowardice nor treachery without suffenng all the punish 
raent that can be feared by rmr native troops since their conduct 
must be censured by the same pnnee of whose approbation they 
are equally ambitious and of whose displeasure they are equally 
afraid 

As to the troops which any neutral pnnee mij,ht furnish thera 
wuuld be reason to fear that either for largei paj or upon any 
casual dispute that might an c they mi^ht be withdrawn from our 
service when they were most needed or transferred to the enemy at 
a time when hrs distress might compel him to offer high terms and 
when therefore there was a near prospect of an adv antageous peace 
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But of the troops of Hanover no such suspicion can be foj-mcd. 
Since they cannot enirajrc ag.iinst ih without lohrlhng againbt their 
piince, foi it cannot be imagined, ihit hes MaiC^tj will tight on 
one side as Eloctoi of Ilannvci, ind on the o'hc, as I..ing of Britain ; 
or that he will obstxuct the sucres-. ol hi-, o” n aini^, ?>) luuiishing 
the 1 loops of lIaiK)%ci to fhe cnunics of this ] in^ doin 

It thcjcfoie ajipe Uo xci-j c’ idcnt, Ihrt we ha* t ino’o <o hope and 
less to fcai fiom the tioapo of 11 iiioior, ilini fiom nn\ oihcrj 
since (hey lia\e llic same lea^bonvirh oui cl.es todcii.e the *-110- 
cess of the Oiieen ot Ilung'.n}^ '*>id to ditad lir iiUiCi'-iiig girit- 
ness of the Firneh, and tint tiuj can h* ''Usjiretf 1 nt ithci of 
tieachciy noi dc'eation It is not \er» eonbj t- at v'th ( 1 * it can- 
dour i.'ifli which citiv man ought to drp'iti. o’l {ad; iJ al'aii , to 
censure those mca_uics which hue been pioao-c d, I’lthoutpio- 
posing othcis that aic innic tligdile, foi it 1, the dot, ol t eiy 
man to piomoto the hasincss ot the puhhek noi do 1 1 no*\ wliy he 
that craplojs his '^agaciti 011I3 tooh-tiucl it, should ini iginc, thif 
he IS of any use m the nation.U council 

I doubt not but I shall heal man) oh)tc{u)iis .'gainst the u=c of 
these hoops, and that upon tins quc'fiOii, imiUncc .’iid ikIkuIc 
will be equally emploj cd But foi 111} pail, I sliall lie little .'ih cted 
eitliei with the laughtei that may be laiscd by some, oi the in- 
dignahon that niaj be expressed byotlicis, but shrl loto for the 
continuance of tlicsc nicasuies till bcttci si. *11 be piopo„cd, .ind 
shall Ihinh, that these tioops ought to be ictamed, unlc=;s it can 
he shown, that aay others may be had, w’ho niaj be less draigeious, 
or of greater use 

-BIi Pitt then losc up, and spoke in sub'tancc as follows — 
Sir, if the honouiablc gentleman determines to abandon his pre- 
sent sentiments as soon as any bctlei nicasuies are piopo'cd, I can- 
not but believe, that the mmistn' will \ciy qmcklj bedcpined of 
one of their ablest defcndcis, foi I think the nicasuies which liaie 
hitheito been puisucd so weak and pcinicious, that scaicclv any 
alteration can bepioposed, that will not bo foi the advantage of 
tj’e nation , 

He has aheady been infoimcd, th'*t tboie was no iicccssityof 
h'lnig ,au\j! <uv ti.ooj's, since it docs not jet appeal, that either 
justice Ol pojiex lenuiied us to engage in the quairels of the con- 
tinent, that Ihcie was an) need of foiming an army in the Low 
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Count! les oj that m order to form an arm\ ouxilianes wera 
necei ary 

But not to dwell upon disputable qticstions I think it maj be 
justly concluded that the mcTsures of our miniatrv have been ill 
concerted bec-iu e it is un Joubtedlj ivron^ to qinndcr the pubhek 
money nithout cflect and to paj armies only to be a show to our 
friends anil a je*;t to our enemies 
The troops of Hanoier i^hom wc are now expected to pay~ 
march d into the Low Countnes indeed and till remain m the 
same place th^y marched to the jdacc roost di tant from enemies 
least in daegerof an attack *.nd mo t strongly forti led ifanyattack 
had been designed nor ha\c any claim to be paid but tisat tliey 
left their own country for a place of greater ccunty 
It 1 alwa^ rca.oaablc to judge of the future by the past and 
therefore it la reasonable to conclude tliat tlie cmccs of theso 
troop will not next j car be of equal importance with thatfor 
which they are now tobepaul, andl hall not be surpriacd though 
the opponents of the ministry should be challenged after such ano- 
tl erglotious campaign to propo e better men and should be told 
that the money of this nation cannot be more propcily employed 
than m Iming Hanoverians to cat anJ sleep * 

But to proie jet more particularly that better measures mav bo 
taken and that more useful troops may be retained and tliat there- 
fore the honourable gentleman may be expected to quit tho c tb 
whom he now adheres I shall show that m hmng the forces of 
Harover wehavcobstructcdourowndcsigns thatwehave instead 
of assisting the Queen of Hungarv w it lidmn n part of her allies from 
her and that wc have burthened the nation with troops from 
whom no crvice can he rca-onably expected 

The advocates for tho minisliy hate on tins ocn ion affected to 
speak of he balance of power the Prigmatick Sanction and the 
presen tion of the Queen of Hungary not only as if they were to 
be the thief care ot Bntain which thoUj,h easily controvertible 
might jjerhaps in compliance with lon^ prejudices be admitted 
hut as if the\ were to b^ the care of Bntain alone as if the potter 
of France were fonndablc to no other people as if no other part of 
the world would be injured by becoming a province to an unnei-sal 
monarrhy and being ubjected to an arbitrary government of a 
Trench deputy, by being drained of its mbabitants only to extend 
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tlie conquests of its masters, and to make other nations equally mi- 
serable, and by being oppressed with cKorbitant taxes, levjed by 
mihtaiy executions, and eniplo5ed only in suppoitjng the state of 
its oppiessois They dwell upon the importance of publick faith, 
and the necessit;y of an exact obsei ration of ticatics, as if the 
Pragraaticlc Sanction had been signed by no other potentate than 
the King of Biitain, or as if the pablick faith ucre to be obligatory 
to us onlj 

That we should imiolably observe our treaties, and observe them, 
though e\er} other nation should disrcgaid them, that we should 
show an example of fidelity to mankind, and stand firm, though wc 
should stand alone in the practice of virtue, I shall icadily allow j 
and therefore I am fai from adv ising that we should recede from 
our stipulations, whatever we may suffer by peifoiming them, or 
neglect the support of the Piagmatick Sanction, howcvei we may 
be at present embarrassed, or however inconvenient it may be to 
:?ssert it 

But surely for the same reason that we observe om own stipula- 
tions, W'e ought to incite othei poweis likewise to the obicnation 
Of theirs , at least not contiibute to hinder it But how is oui pre- 
sent conduct agreeable to these pnnciplcs^ The Pragmatick Sanc- 
tion was confirmed not only by the King of Britain, but by the 
Elector likewise of Hanover, who is theiefore equally obliged, if 
treaties constitute obligation, to defend the House of Austiia against 
the attacks of any foreign power, and to send in his proportion of 
tioops to the suppoit of the ^ucen of Hungary 

Whether these troops have been sent, those whose provinces obhge 
them to some knowledge of foieign afiairs, can infoim the House 
With more certainty than I , but since w e have not heard them 
mentione'd in this debate, and have found by experience that none of 
the ments of that electoiate aie passed over in silence, it may, I 
think, fairly be concluded, that the distresses of the illustrious 
^ueen of Hungary have yet received no alleviation from her alli- 
ance with Hanover, that hei complaints ha^e moved no compassion 
at that couit, noi the justice of her cause obtained any regaid 

To what can we impute this negligence of tieaties, this disiegard 
of justice, this defect of compassion, but to the pernicious counsels 
of those men who have advised Ins Majesty to hire to Britain those 
troops which he should hav e employed m the assistance of the Queen 
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of Hcngarr? for jt w not tobe inngincd llntlus ^^lJCsty^mmo^e 
or le-3 n?ganl (o jiulicc ns King of Britain Ilian as Elector of Han 
over or that he ntjuld not !me sent lin proportion of troops to 
the Au-tnan armv hail not the temptations of greater profit been 
industnousl) laid before him 

But tills IS not alt that may be urged ai;amst tins conduct for 
canweunagine that theponcrofrianccis le« orlliat lierdciignl 
arc Ic«s formublilc to Hanover Ilian to Britain* nor m it lc«3 neces- 
sary for the security of Hanoier that the House of Austria should 
be re cstabhshwl m its former grandeur and enabled to support 
the liberties of ] urope against the bold attempts for uniTcrsal 
monarchy 

If tlicrcfore our assistance be an act of honesty and granted in 
conscipicncc of treaties why may it not equally required of 
Hanoicr* And if it be an net of gcncro it} snIi) hould tlds nation 
alone be obliged to sacrifice her own interest to lint of others ? Or 
why should the LUctor of Hanoier ccert his Jiberality at the ex 
pence of Britain* 

It IS now too apparent that this great this powerful this for 
midablc kingdom u considered only at a proimce to a despicable 
electorate and that in consequence ofa eheme formed long ago 
and innrubly pursued the«c troops arc hired only to drain this 
unh.ppy nation of its monej That they base hitherto been of no 
use to Britain or to Amina isesident bejond controversy} and 
tlicrcfore it is jibin (hat the> arc retained only for (lie purposes of 
Hauovcr 

How much rca.on the tran-actions of almost every year liavc 
given for suspecting this nfiiculous ungratcTuI and perfidious par 
tiahty it IS not necessary to mention 1 doubt not but most of 
those who sit m this House can recollect a great number of m 
stances from the purchase of part ol ibcSvvcdish dominions to the 
contract which we arc now called upon to ratify I hope few have 
forgotten the memorable stipulation for (lie llcssnn Irooju for the 
forces of the Duke of \lolf<.nbut(L] which vve were carcely to 
march beyond the -verge of their own country or the ever memor 
able treaty of which the tendency is di-covcretl in the name the 
treaty by which we disunited ourselves from \u tria destroyed that 
budding which we may pcrliaps nor* endtav our without success, to 
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laise agaulj and weakened the only power which it was our interest 
to strengthen 

To dv\ell upon all the instances of pailmhty which ha\c been 
shown, to rcmaik the yeaily visits that liaie been made to that de- 
lightful countiy, to leckon up all the sums that ha\e been spent to 
aggiaudize and eniich it, would beat once invidious and tiicsome ; 
tuesome to those who aic afiaid to hcai the truth, and to tho=e who 
ate univillingito mention facts dishonoujablc oi injimous to their 
coantiy, noi shall I duel! any longci on this unplcasing subject 
than, to express inv hope;, lint ue ‘'ball not an} longci suffer our- 
selves to be decen cd and nppiCoEcd that nc shill at length per- 
form the duly of the icpic'cntatucs of the people, and by refusing 
to latify this conliactj show, that lioneici the interest of Hanoi er lias 
been piefencd by the mimstcis, tlic Senate p'»jS no icgaul but to 
llvat of Blit am. 

Ml Hoaver WAhroLn then spoke, to the following puiposc — 
Sir, though I ha\e long cons’deicd the roeicenau sciibbl'n of dis- 
affection as the disgrace of the kingdom and the pcs* r.l coc-ety, jet 
I w'as never so fully sensible of then pernicious influence 

1 bare hitherto iimgincd, that the weekly journalists and the oc- 
casional pamjibletecis were the oracles onlj ol the lowest of the peo- 
ple, and that all those whom then oiith oi fortune has exalted 
above the crowd, and intioduccd to a more e-^t ensue ronvcrsation, 
had considered them as wretches compelled to wiitc by want, and 
Obliged ihcicfoic to wntewhat will most engage attention, by flat- 
leiing the envy or the malignity of mankind , and who therefore 
propagate falsboods themselves, not because they bchcic them, and 
disseminate faction, not because they are of any party, but because 
they are either obliged to giatify those that employ them, oi to 
amuse the publick with novelties, oi disturb it wath alaims, that 
their works may not pass unregarded, and then labour be spent 
in 1 am 

This is my opinion of the party writers, and this I imagined the 
opinion of the icst of mankind, who had the same oppoitumties of 
information With myself noi should I i caddy haie believed, that 
any of then peifoiraances could have produced gi eater effects than 
those of inflaming the lowest classes of the people, 'and inciting 
diunkaids to insult their supeiiors, had I not perceived, that the 
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honourable p;nU inan^%hofipohela-t oncil lus opinions of the par 
tialilj how n to the dornmjom of Hanover to a ’ate trvatue winch 
has on occa-ion of tins contract been ven in lustnoibly di-pcrcd 
among the pc'* 

Of tins dctc table pamphlet I hnownot theoulhor nor thirl he 
dc«cnc3 that any enquiry should be made after him except b) a 
proclamalioa that ma) ct a jincc iij>on bis head and ofler the same 
rewanl for di covering him as is given for the conviction of 
svrclchcs less criminal nor can 1 think tlic lenity of the govern 
ment ca.ilv to be di tiDguishcil from supmetieis and n ghgence 
while libels like this are dt persed openly jn the streets and sold m 
chops without fear and Without danger while edition js profes cd 
ly promoted, and treason or sentiments v cry n'xsrly bordering upon 
trea-on projngatcd without dugiu-c 

The cnbblcr of this wjckctl ircati-e has endeavoured to comipt 
■the pnnciples of Ins Majestv a f itthful subjects not onlj by vihfj mg 
the memory of the Late King whose ju ticc htmanitj and intrgn 
ly arc generally reverenced but b) msmuvling likewise tliat our 
present most gracious Sovereign has adopted the same schemes and 
endoavours to aggrandize Hanover at the espenee of Britain that 
all Uie measures that have been taken wall regard to the afCnra of 
the continent liave been contrived with no other view tlian that of 
advancing the intcnst cnhuguig the bounds and cncrcasmg tlie 
nchca of the Hanoverian tcmtoncs he declares tliat Britain has 
been steered by the rudder of Hanover and that the nation will 
soon be divided into two rnorc opposite and irrccODCiIcablc parties^ 
than ever yet disturbed the publick peace Bntons and Ha 
novenans 

Tliat he himself whoever he be longs for tliosc times of division 
and confusion may be easily believed and tlicnunibcrof tho ewhp 
liave the same wishes wiUi himself is I fear too great but I be 
licvctbcir liojics will not be cncouragctl nor iheir dc igns promot 
ed in this House, and that none of tho c who arc entrusted to re 
present their country vail sufTer tlcnuclvcs to be muled by such 
Wicked insinuations 

Mr NuonuTthcnfipnketothiscflcct —Sir I knownot forvvha). 
reason the honourable gentleman lias thought it convenient to le 
tard the deliberationa of this IJmi c bj expatiating ujion the fi! c 
hood and malignity of a pamphlet ofvdiifh the author unknown 
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■of wiiich no man has attempted the vindication, and which, how- 
ever diligently dispeised, oi honeier generally ciedited^ appears to 
liave had no great influence upon the nation, nor to have produced 
any effects that might give just occasion to so tragical an outcrj^, to 
censures as vehement and bittei, as if the trumpet of rebellion had 
been sounded, as if half the people had taken aims against their go- 
vernors, as if the commonwealth was on the biink of dissolution, 
nnd armies were in full maich against the metropolis , 

' This pamphlet, with the lest of the people, I have read, and 
though I am fai from thinking, ,that the censure of that honour- 
able gentleman can make a defence necessary, since indeed he has 
contented himself with invective instead of aigument, and whatever 
he may disapprove, has confuted nothing, and though I haie no 
paiticulai leason foi exposing myself as the champion for this au- 
thor, whoeier he may be, yet I cannot foibear to affirm, that I lead 
^ome passages with conviction, and that, in my opinion, they re- 
quire a difleient answer fiom those which have been yet offered; 
and that the impiessions which have been made upon the people, 
will not be effaced by clamour and rage, and tuibulence and me- 
naces, which can affect only the peison of the writer, but must 
leave his leasons in their full foice, and even with legaid to his per- 
son, Mali have very little effect , for though some men in power may 
be ofiended, it will not be easy to quote any law that has been 
bioken by him 

t On this occasion, I cannot but animadvert, I hope with the same 
.pardon fiom the House, as has been obtained by the honouiable 
gentleman whom I am now following, upon an expression in fre- 
quent use among the followei s of a court, whenever then measured 
■me censured with spint and with justice The papeis vvh»ch they 
cannot confute, and which they hav e not yet been able to obtain the 
•^power of suppmssing, are asserted to bolder upon tieason, and the 
•authois are thieatencd with punishments, when they have nothing 
to fear from a leply 

Treason is happily defined by oui laws, and theiefoie eveiy mau 
may know when he is about to commit it, and avoid the dangei of 
punishment, by avoiding the act which will expose him to it , but 
With legal d to the bordeis of tieason, I believe no man will jet pre- 
tend to say how far they extend, oi how soon, or with how little 
intention he may tread upon them . Unhappy would be the man 
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>vho should be pum lied for tordenng upon guilt of ishich those 
fatal iordfTJ arc to be dibtcd at plcsutire by Ins judges llie lair 
haa hitherto opposed c^erj man who is not giut/y to be umocent 
but now uo find that there is a kind of medium in which n man 
may be in danger without gmit nnd lint in order to sccuritj anew 
degree of caution IS become nrcessarj , for not only enmes but the 
borders of crimes arc to be avoided 

\\ hat improi ements may be made upon this new system how fir 
the borders of treason may icacli or what pains and jicnalties arc 
designed for Uie borderers no degree of human jgacity can enable 
us to fore cc Pcrliaps the borders of royalty maj become sacred 
as wtll as the borders of treason cnromal, nnd as eicrj placeman 
pensioner and minister maj be said to border on the court a kind 
of sanctit} may be communicated to Iits character and he tint hm« 
poons or opjioses him maj border upon treason 
To dismiss thi expression with the contempt which it deserve' 
yet not without the reflections which it nalurall) excites I shall 
only ob cnc that all extension of the power of the croirn mmt be 
dangerous to us and that whoeyer cndcayours to find out new 
inodes of guilt is to be looked on not as a good subject but a b rul 
citizen 

Having thus sfioivn that the censure produced against this pam 
phlet isunintclligibleand mdetcraimatc I shall \enture to mention 
some of the assertions winch haye healed the gentleman into so 
mucbfuiy As ertionswhich I cannot be supposed tofaiour since 
I wish thej might be foLe and which 1 only produce in this placp 
togivesomc whom their tations make acfjuointcd with publick af- 
fairs an opportunity of confuting them 

It is asserted that the I rench appear to Ime treateil all our ar 
moments with contempt and to hnvcpursutxl all their cliemeswith 
the same confidence as if they hnd no other encm) to fear than the 
forces of Austria this is indeed no plca-ingobsermtion nor can it 
be supposed to give satisfaction to any Ruton to find the reputiv- 
tion of our councils and of our arma eo much cliininuihed to find 
the nation which lately gave laws to Europe scarcelj admitted to 
friendship or thought yyorth) of opposition m ciimitj to hear that 
those troops which in the days of our former monarchs shook thp 
thrones of the continent arc passed by y\ithout fear and without 
regard^ by anuics marching agamtt tlieir alhc these alhe> in yy ho^ 
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cause theyfoiraeily fought in the field But ihe trath of the asser- 
tion IS too plain To all the nations of the woild , and IhO'C uhose 
inteiest it mav be to conceal ftoni their countrimen whal is known 
to all the continent, may lage, indeed, and thieitcn, but thej can- 
not deny it, foi what cntcrpiise haic v.e Intheilo cithci pievrntcd 
or letarded’ What could wc. hnc done on one side, oi sufieied on 
the other, if wc had been sfmok out from c-.istence, nhich has not 
been suffered, oi not done, though oui aimies lunc been icviewcd 
on the continent, and, to make yet a better show, lengthened out 
by a line of sivteen thousand of the tioops of Hanover’ 

It IS asserted in the same treatise, that the tioojis of Hanoi cr 
cannot act against the King, and that thcicfoic they aic an useless 
burthen to the slate, that they compose an army of which no other 
effect will be found hut that they cat, and cat at the cspcnce of 
Britain This assei lion is indeed somewhat nioic contc=tahlc than 
the foimer, but is at least ci edible , since if w c may be pci milled on 
this, as on other occasions, to judge of the futuie fiom the past, wc 
may conclude, that those who have let pass such opportunities as 
tlieir enemies have m the height of contempt and security present- 
ed to them, will hardly e\ci repair the cficcts of their conduct, by 
then bravery oi activity in another campaign, but that they will 
take the pay of Bi itain, and, while they fatten in plenty, and unac- 
customed affluence, look w-ith gicat tranquillity upon the distresses 
of Austria, and, in their indolence of gluttonj, stand idle spectators 
of that deluge, by winch, if it be suffciecl to loll on without»oppo- 
sition, tlieir own halcyon tciritoiics must at last be swallowed up 
- The last assertion winch I shall e\tiact fioni this foimidable 
pamphlet, is more worthjf of attention than the formei, but perbajis 
may be suspected to boi der moi e neai ly upon L eason I shall how- 
ever venture to quote, and, what is still moic dangerous, to de- 
fend it 

It IS proposed that, instead of squandeung m tins tune of dcUigcr 
the expences of the pubhek upon tioops of which it is at best doubt- 
ful, whether they will be ot any use to the Queen of Huiig-aiy, 
whether they can legally engage against the King, and whether 
■they would be of any gi cat use, though they wci e set fi ee fi om any 
other lestramts than tegaid to then own spfety instead of amus- 
ing our ally with an empty show of assistance, oi mocking hei ca- 
lamities with uftefficacious fixendslup, and of exposing ouisclvcs to 
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thcie be (hen leisure for foinung our mcasmos m such a luan- 
nci, that anolbei opporl unity may ne\ci be olTtrcd them 

But of the picscnt stheme, what cficct can be expe cted but n;nn- 
miny and shame, disgrace abioad, and beggaiy at home ' ^I'o this 
cxpcncc hat limits can be set ^ Wlicn is thei e to be an < nd of pav- 
ing troops who aic not to m.uch against our enemies' .ts thej will 
at all times be of equal use, there will be at all tunes the same ica- 
son for cmplojmg tiicni, nor can there tvet be imagined lc“s need 
of idle tioops, than in a tune of wei 

I am thcrcfoic afmid, that m a sboit time the II inovernns may 
consider Biitain as a tiibutarj’ piovince, upon wbieii they have a 
right to impose the niainlcnanec of sixteen thoneand men, who rue 
to be employed only foi the defence ol then own country, 1 hough 
supported at the cxpcncc of tins I am afraid that we shall be taught 
to imagine, that the appcaixmcc of the llanovcn ina i n»'iCi' I’-y in 
our own counliy, pcihaps to check the insolence of the ‘^oiih ol 
freedom, who without fear boulci upon treason I am afranl, that 
his Majesty oi Ins sueTc.=sOi. ni ly be idireei by sycophants and s] ucJ 
to trust the guard of las ji 2 r=ou to the tuisty Hanovcriaa', and ad- 
vised to place no confidence in the native*', of Britain, 

Bov my part, I tlunh it a vciy wi^e precept by whieh we arc di- 
lected to obvntc evils in the Irgioning , and therefore since, in my 
opinion, the milucnee ol Ih.uncr must be dcslruetuc to the royal 
family, and dctiimcnlal to those kingdoms, I shall endeavour to ob- 
viate it by voting against any provision for these useless meiccna- 
rics, and declaring that I shall more willingly giant the pubhek 
money to any troops than those of Hanov ci . 

Lord P^Rciv'AL spoke next as follov ”3 — Su, I look upon the 
question, now under youi considqialion, to vary very bttlc in reality 
from that which was debated here lire fiist day of tins session. The 
principal point m the debate of that day, was the same with tliat 
which. 19 more regularly the debate of this, IVJiether the Uanovman 
forces should be taken into British pay ? 

Sir, I should then have offered mysenbments upon this quest'on, 
if so many other gentlemen had not delivered my sense in so muck 
a, better manner than I thought myself able to do, tliat it would 
have appeared a great presumption m me, and would have gn en the 
Koase an unnecessary trouble The same reason had mduced m« 
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to have been silent il o upon this occasion if tlicf temper of the 
tiroes the httlc indulgence shown by gcnOcmcn t6 one another 
when tliey happen to difTer m political opinions and the popular 
circumstance m which i staud did not in ome sort oblige me to 
protect the rote I then gave and tint which I now intend to give, 
by the tca-ons that induce me to girc U 

Sir there are three principal oonsidcrations in this question , first, 
^Vlidther wc arc to assist the House of Austria and balance of pourer 
at all ayorno* Then ^Vhether we ought to do it with our whole 
force ? And lastly Whether the Hanoverian troops should be made 
a part of that force ’ 

As to the first con_idcration a new doctrine hai been taught and 
iflcuTcatcd for some months pist that it is of no importance to this 
nation what may happen on the continent that this counfrj b mg 
afi island intrcrichedwitbin ifsown natural boundaries itmaystand 
secure and unconcerned m all the storms of the rest of the vtorlJ 
This doctnne inconst tent as it u with all sense and rda-dn don 
trary as it is to tlic umvcr'al principles of policy by which this nn 
tion hath b tn governed from tbc Conquest to this lidui' is yet 
openly prof»^cd and avowed b) many without these walls and 
though niJ man fiaS jet ventured to own this opinion pubheklydrid 
dffdctly m thiS rfoiisd jxt some gcnticmert even bert m cffLct 
ntafntan it whin they argac that lA no daic fliii nation Ought to 
assbt or Support the balance of power without tlic concurrence of 
the Hutcdi This tends irievitably fo jlrodiltc the •^ame fatal eficct 
It reduces tins ceJuntry to depend upOii Holland 16 be a pAirincc to 
HoUaJld awd t*!faA<io Wwu.Id ttvcw lva\<i wo livore to do to hecbnve 
jmstresS of all Europe than io gain over one tmglc town of thd 
United Provinces or to comipt a few ihembcrS of tlie SlaliS it is 
lliCrefore' d doctrine of tlic greatest danger The onl/sSlid maxim 
1 ^ that whoever bccomri master of the cohtirichf must m the end 
obtain the domiriion of the To Confirm this I mi) v'enturd td 
cite an old cxarofile nor can I be accused 6f pedantry id doing of 
it sinee it iS dn iiUtanec drawn Irom the last univcreal ihonarchy 
tdvthich the World submitted The Pontens Ind no Snoher divided 
broken and subdued those pdwers ufon the COntinerit Of Europe 
who Ind given a diversion in the gitat attempt thej Ind lohg in 
tCTirfed tb^n thej atldcl id the Cartfiagimdns i m<irititnepowei 
potent irt arm immcnselj opulent possessed of the trade of tho 
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wliolc woll'l, ami unrnalU'd ini'lie= 5 -> of fhc Yrt jiiojdf , 
who cnjoved no wcdlh, jjiu^ard no coininrui*, 4 iii»l al tht roin- 
inencrmcnt of then (iiiancl woio not in.i'irn oI i oni^le at 
length pj mailed ac,ainsl tins cncmj up-mtlnn jnopo th im iil, h' it 
,\nd de'ittojcd then Ileets, miiulcd tlnn domiiitoris, iiid ‘•nijilii'd 
their cmpiie From 111101100, Sii, I inu t conehid**, th it iif t uinnt 
wholly icly upon out bituation, 01 d* pend '•rd* U on oin n 11 1! po ’ i j , 
and I nny vontniv to leason upon Ihit -'xioni, llint t!ii\ vin^t 

rontrihule to s'lppoit iho tlnwic of Avhlnn and tia ha(nn>j fj pawn 
In '■omr degue 

The ne\t question that occui->, F, in unat d''2:toe \ic ought to do 
it? and wiicthei wo should do it with out i.liole fon c ' 'ratting;, 
theicfoie, oin footing hero upon thiv.’anin, thatwcniiist rontn- 
bute to it in sonic dogice, and taking laitlun to ooi nd the ioa.=rm- 
ing of those gentlemen, who tiiinl it a woiL of smii i vtrcni'' diu- 
gei, and almost de'-pciate, the n.itunl and miiient lonchmon can 
be only this, that as wo must do it, so we niU-t do it tcith (lit al- 
most vigour, and udh our whole form 

Wo come now to considci, wlictlicr the Hanoictian troojis should 
be made pait of that foicc^ Tlicic aic sciciwl consukntions pic- 
Mous to the decision of tins question Fust, whcthoi tluy aio as 
cheap as any other forces ve can hire’ Then, whcthci t!ic\ aic as 
good^ Ne\t, whether they areas piopoily ii/im/rd " And whcthci 
they aie as much to be depended upon ? If .is to cicry one of the-c 
particulars the answer must be made in the airnmatuc, I think it 
Will go very lai to deteimine the question now before you 

As to the first, that theif arc as cheap, nay, upon the whole much 
chcapei, the estimates now upon youi table, notwitlistanding any 
cavil, do sufficiently demonstrate 

That iheij arc as good, what man can doubt, who knows theclia- 
lacter of the Geiman nation ’ What m ui can doubt, who knows the 
attention of his lilayesty to mihtaiy discipline ’ Those gentlemen 
can least pretend to doubt it, who sometimes do not spare leficc- 
tions upon that attention, which they insinuate to be too gieat 
That these troops are not piopeily situated, will be baldly assert- 
ed at this time,,when they aic actually now in Flandeis, and now 
acting m coiijunction ivith our tioops Let any man considei the 
’map' of Em ope, let him obseiie the seat of the war, and he must 
evidently see, that whethei their service may be required m Flan- 
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tiers ^vhctlier upon the Rlitm or m the heirt of Germany meterv 
one of the e ca,<H the Ilanotcn'in forces nre as jnoperly circum 
stanced and situated as any troops tn Furope 

It remains in the list jihec to cxitnine Jl ficiUcr any other troops 
can be letter depended upon and sure nothing can be more obvious 
than tint vie nnj rcl) iviih more sccuntj on the»e thin any other 
llicj ire subjects of the ame pnnee anil of a jinnee indulgent to 
all his subjects and icciucd by tho c who difler in othci jioints 
from me of being partial giinst the interest of liis Ccnnin tlomi 
nion Unle s therefore \ieirraign the fii'*t jinncijdc ujion ivluch 
a free goicrament can be supported ind ivithnut iihich every 
ercisc of irbitnry power v'-ould be warrmfed we must illovv lint 
such 1 people will be fiitlifal to ucli a pnnee will defend him with 
a rtnet fidehtj and support bis quarrel with the utmo t zeal with 
a zeal which can never be ctpcctcd from the mcrcciwrj troops of 
inj other foreign power 

This natunllj leads us to enquire wlnt other troops we cm dc 
pend upon the inswcr to this enquiry 13 short mil j)o«)fiiL that 
as afliiirs now stand ibroid wt cm depend upon none but thC'C 
let us carrj this con idcntion with os in i suirev of ill Lurope 
Shall tfc laic tnto our pay 16 000 of (he Dutch f U ould this bo the 
means of bringing Ilolhnd mto nfhance with us > Would thej net 
at their own e pence v ould tliej exert their own proper force* 
Would thej pi} Ihcir own troops ui aid of the common cau c when 
they found this nation icad) to do it for them? TJiey would act 
like madmen if thev did Shall tee litre Danes ^ I there i gentle 
man m tins House who is not convinced that this povvei lias been 
Warped for omc time jiast towards the interest of France* When 
we hired these troops in Hie I st in tance did they not ihccive us * 
Dal the} not even refuse to march * farther are the} not m all 
appearance now upon the point of being emjjIo}ed m a quanel of 
their own’ a quarrel in which they will Imc need of all their force 
Shall tee then hire Saxons^ An honourable gentleman ceracd to 
tliink that there may he some possibility of this ind jieilnps there 
may hereafter when the King of Prussia s views ire known ind the 
part he shall resolve to act but Sxxony is certiinl} now too much 
exposed to and cannot foil to be alarmed it his glow mg jiower at 
the great augmentation of his aimies and the ecret and vist de 
signs which he seems to meditate This measure therefor is not 
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practicable in the present conjuncture , that electorate cannot ha- 
zard its own security in these precarious circumstances, by lending 
out so great a body of its tioops Would gentlemen advise the hire 
of Piussian troops to serve us in this conjuncture ^ They who do 
pdvise it, must foiget strangely the pait so lately acted by that 
pimcp, and the vaiiety of his conduct with legaid to his different 
allies within the space of the two last jeais I shall guard myself 
in my expressions, and maintain a piopei respect in discouising of 
so great a character , but I must say thus much, that the ministry 
would act with gieat impradence, to put the safety of the Biitish 
troops, and to risque the fate of this aimy, upon the event of such 
a measure I need not say moie, for it is not yet proved to us, 
that this prince •yvould (I wish thcie was no reason to believe he 
would not) lend us this body of his men, though we should be dis- 
posed to take them into pay T//e Swiss cantons, therefore, now 
alone remain , and indeed from them we probably might procure a 
gi eater nurabei , but I leave it to the judgement of any man of 
sense and candour, whether any ministei pf this nation could war- 
rant the employment of 16,000 Swiss in this spivice’ For when we 
reflect upon the situation of these provinces, and corppare it with 
that of our Biitish tioops who are now in Flanders, it is visible that 
they must pass 400 miles upon the borders of the Bhipe, flanked 
by the strong places of Fiance, duiing their whole maich, exposed 
fo the gariispns and armies upon that frontier, by whom it can 
never be supposed that they would be suffeied to pass unmolested^ 
when France must so well know the intention of then maich to be 
for no other end, but to make a conjunction ivith other tiopps in 
the British pay, in order afterwards to invade, or at least to inter- 
nipt, the views of that kingdom with their united force 

These reasons. Sir, piove luvincibly to me, that if we aie to assist 
the House of Austria by an army, \\’e must of prudence, nay of pe- 
ces=;ity, in part, compose that army of the Hanoverian troops 
But j^et theip is anothei state of this question, an alternative of 
which some gentlemen seem very fond. Whether it ’{oo^lil not be 
better to assist the Queen of Hungary with money only ? 

This opinion at first sight is exticmely plausible, if the Queen 
pf Hungarj' has been able to do so ipuch with an aid of 5OO,O0OZ 
what m’lght she not be gble to do with a npllion more ^ Sir, a mil- 
hon more would by -no means answer nr thp same proportion. 
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When a um is given her which with the bc~t<cconomy can feuTice 
barely to put her troops to motion s^hen the enemy is at her scry 
gates her all at m immediate «ta! c tliero can be no room for o 
misapplication or(it Cut a cum co Immense as that of a million 
and a half would dazzle the eyes of n court so little used to fee such 
urns, and as an honounhle gentleman [Mr Horace U alpole] long 
seized in foreign aflalrB and wtII aeqmtnlctl with these matters 
told)ou in a former debate would be much of it squandered among 
the Austnan mmUters and favourites I moke no scruple to add to 
thi- tint some small part might fall to the share of minuters cLc 
where But there is another tlangcr which gentlemen who contend 
for this measure do not consider can thej who profe-s a mstrust 
of all ministers and particularly tho*e who arc now employed at 
home tlicj who liavc ever orguotl against all votes of credit upon 
this pnnctple that it aFurds an opportunity to ministers of dd 
frauding the fcrvlce end of putting large »ums Into tlie purw of 
the Crown or into (heir pnratc pockets , can tliey now aigue for 
this measure, which 1 may be bold to eny w*ould bo m cfTecl tho 
most enormous vote of credit (hat W3 cicr giicn In tJie world? 
Gentlemen ioMnuate tliat the taking the Hanovenan forces into 
Cntuh pay is a criminal complai nee calculated only to conUrm 
an infant and a tuttenng adnimistration Cuthmv mucli greater 
means for such a purpose would an alicmatiic hke ihu oiTurd? 
Suppose a minister unfinn in lus new acquired jiowcr to ingratiatO 
himself with hu pnnee should propose a scheme to replenish thd 
cofTcrs of an exhausted end list equandcred m such sole purposes, 
that no could hare the lujtLnc.3 to esme to Parliament or 
dare to hope a euppi) for il by any regular application to this 
House ? What ineUiod could be dcvi cd by sucli a minister him elf, 
to do the job, more excellent than this? Tor who can doubt that 
(guard It how you will) the jQueen of Hungary might bo induced, 
in the condition in which she now stands to accept a million and 
to give a receipt m full for the whole aura’ Hmv could you prcicnt 
an understanding of this kind between two courts ? and how easy, 
therefore might It be to sink 500 0001 out of so last a grant? 
Sir r will suspect no minister bnt I will trust nonem this degree, 
and I wonder other gentlemen do not suspect if I do not rrom 
hence therefore I consider this as a projiosiUon both f dbcloua and 
dn afo i for though it be n fact, that tho some sum of mom^ might 
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'maintain m Aiistna double the nuinbci of lioopi >ct, if no moie 
than' half that money ‘should be, applied (as J luuo shown gir A ici- 
son to belieie that it would not) 1o the uses of the wai , it is eiidtnl, 
that you would deceive 5011130110=, and would liiuc but an ecpial 
numbei of law, iiiegulai, undisciplined, and nmeii woi-f lioops 
foi at 

But, Sii, there is yet a stiongci aigumcnt against tlie suppl) in 
nionc) only IVliat aie oui news m supi»Ortmg the Oucen of Ilun- 
gaiy^ Oui MOWS aie f'rueialancl •particular , general, to ( the 
House of Austria, and to picscue a balamc oi powci , parluular, 
to prevent the Ficnch fioin making any fiiithei aetiui-ilions on 
this side of Flandcis The hi at might jio-'-.iIil) be amwticd m a 
good dcgieCj b} giving that piincc^s an tiiuivalent in monev , but 
the second cannot be secuicly piovidcd again=t, without an ainw on 
this side of Euiopc in the Biitish jia} Sii, is it not natural foi 
cveiy one of us to guaid oui vital paits, lathei than oui more le- 
mote membcis' Would not the Queen of JIungaiv (signilatc and 
condition with hci as )ou please) apply the grtatcst pail of these 
subsidies in defence of her dominions in the lieart of Gciman) ^ 
Might it not even induce hei to cnlaigc hci views, and to think of 
conquests and equivalents foi what she has alicady lost, which it 
might be vain and laiinous for us to suppoit hci in’ Would =hc 
not leave Flandeis to shift fui itself, or still to be taken care of by 
the Dutch and Britain ’ In such a case, if Finncc should find it no 
longei possible to make any imjncssion on hci tciiitoiies on the 
Gcinian side, what must we expect to he the consequence’ I think 
it veiy visible she would on a sudilen quit hei cxpensiv e and dcstnic- 
tive piojects on that quaitei, ind thcie only cair)' on a defensive 
war, , while she fell with the gi cater pait of her foicc at once upon 
the Low Countiies, which would by this mcasuie be wholly unpio- 
vided, and she might thcic acquire m one campaign, befoic any 
possibility of making head against hei (which the Dutch would 
hai dly attempt and could certainly not alone be able to eflect), all 
that she has been endeav'ouiing for the last century to obtain, and 
what n() union of poweis could be cvei capable of legaining from 
hei All this will be eflectually pi evented by an aimy paid b}' us 
on this, side of Europe, an aimy leady to maich to the boideis of 
hei countiy, and to inteicept hei succouis and supplies for the Gei- 
roan wai , an army, ready to piotect the petty states, whose inteiest 
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uni inchailion it npparcnllj mu t be (o declnre f)r u< ^ncl (ojom 
tlicirfirccd witlnw ulicii tbrv tin long'cr fear il e jmerof irance 
an nmn which mav po" ibh p\c cotiru^e mil ‘•pint fo greater 
IHjttrr* who mij till doubt without the?c <»^rotw measures 
(nfftr what they ln\c fonnerlv ctprnrncril) wh ihcr they could 
even \cl depend upon iis manm (if the |»o<turc of aFairs hould 
make it ncces«sirj) able to raw e n powerful chvcr'ion fo llu 1 rcnch 
forces lit an nttnek up6n I^orrwn and CJnnijtignc nhd ?li11 within 
distance to return uiion its stops m tune to prevent the French 
from carrying nn\ point of consequence in Flindcr^ should tJict 
then attempt it. 

One argument moir I l>cg lease to mention and it u of great 
weight Admit that the simia rai cd iijion the ubject might lie 
grraftr m the or>c ca e than flic other, llie urns remitted out of 
the kingdom would he inflnitel) liss ^\litte«cr is rcmiltcd fo the 
Queen of Himgary !■* I un«l in the remotest |>arts of Cemtany nml 
can neser return to us j whereas in a svar camwl on hj troops in 
our own pay on this side In much the grrafer jnrt of the expente 
returns fo us acam in i«rf by the |m of ofTicers In the supply of 
provisions and nccc-an&s tu acowntiy ethau tetl b% anniw ammn 
nition onlnanc^ hor«cJ clotliini, accoutrements andnmultitinlo 
nf olhtr articles which I need not cmimeratc liecau c experience, 
svhich ts thcsoumicst reasoncr fully proved it in the example ofthu 
last war at the conclusion of which notwithstanding the prodi 
pous sums expended in it this nation ftU no ttnsible cnict from 
a diminution of its current pecic 

Sir I was prcparci! to hart spoken much more largely to this sub 
ject but mv discourse has already been drawn to a greater length 
than I imagined m treating upon the argument thus fir I sliall 
therefore avoid troubling you any farther U]ion it at this time I 
shall only obsene that in my humble opinion it js eufficicntly 
proved first that we must asist the Iloiiscof Austna andthatwo 
roust do It with all our force next tliat we cannot do it with 
money only but in part with a land army and lliat this I md aianv 
cannot be conveniently (I may ay possibly) composed at this tune 
Without the Ilanovenan troops This (picstion thcrefoio can I 
think be no longer debated buttipon thefoot of poiularpiejiidices 
and insinuations of an iminxipcr connection of Hanoverian and Lri 
tish interests j but as I could not enter Into this subject without 
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concci n and indignation, and as it is n very delicate point for me 
in particulai to debate upon, I shall leave this pait of the question 
to uthoi gentlemen, who can cng'age in it both with less inconve- 
nience, and with moic abihtj', than it is possible foi me to do 
To which Mr Gforge Grf» ville replied in substance — 
Sn, though I am far fiom Ihinhing myself able to produce, without 
study 01 piemedilation, a complete answer to the elaborate and 
arttul harangue winch you hai'c now hcai d, yet as I cannot be con- 
vinced of the leasonableness of tlie uicasuics which have been de- 
fended with so much subtiht}', I shall at least endem our to show', 
that my disappiobation is not meiely the effect of obstinacy, and 
that I have at least considcied the pioposals of the ministry, before 
I have ventuied to condemn them 
Whethei w'e ought to think omsehes indispensably obliged to 
maintain, at all eients, the balance of power on the continent, to 
maintain it without alhes, to maintain it against a combination of 
almost all Euiope, I shall not now enquire, I will now suppose jt 
for once our duly to struggle with impossibility, and not only to 
fiuppoit the House of Austria when it is attacked, but to laisoit 
when it IS Mien, fallen by our own negligence, and oppressed 
with the weight of all the surrounding poweis, and shall therefore 
at present only enquae, by what means w'e may aflbld that assist- 
ance with most benefit to our allies, and least dangei to ourselves 
With regal d to our ally, that assistance will be apparently most 
advantageous tO her, by winch her stiengtli wdl he most increased, 
and theiefoie it may perhaps be more useful to hei to find hei money 
than troops, but if we must supply her with tioops, I doubt not but 
it will readily appear, that we may easily find troops which may be 
iOf moie use and less e\pence than those of Hanover 

It has been obseived, with legard to the convenient situation of 
those tioops, that it cannot now be denied, since they are acting 
in Flandeis m conjuncuon with the British foices. This is an 
asseition to which, though it was utteied with an air of victonous 
confidence, though il was pioduced as an insuperable aigument, 
by which all those who intended opposition were to be i educed to 
silence and despair, many objections may be made, which it Will 
requiie' another haiangue equally elaboiate to remove. 

That the tioops of Hanover axe now acting m conjunction with 
the Britons, I know not how any man can affiim, unless he has xe- 
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ccjrcd intelligence bjfiomcajt^ me “cn4;tr3 orlia5 6onics)'mpathctic 
communicition with them not indtil^ixl to ihc rest of uianhmd 
None of the accounts which Imt Inxn liroUght hither of Ihc JHiirs 
of the continent Imre }Ct mfurtnctl us of nn) action or tcndcnc} to 
action , the Hanoverians In\c mih-c«! Wn rciicwwl in conjunctum 
With our forces but luuc lutlicrto not or/rrf nor Imc thcnro-ics 
jeteem nted the alliance b) am common eJan^r orshimii >ct that 
tlic) arc fncntlj otlicnvi c than bj Iceplnj anil eating to^^clhcr by 
eating at the csjicncc of the ame nation 

j\or am I at present inclincil to print tliatcilhcrormyis sitailcd 
where it may be of most u c to the Queen of Hungary, fur llicy 
now loiter m a country which no enemy threatens anti in which 
nothing thercftiro can be fnrctl| a country wry remote from the 
teat of war and whicli wiU probably be la?t atfachcil If the 
n^istancc of the Queen of Hungary hid Inon designed there appear* 
no reason why the Hmovenans sIiouM haxc marched lliithcr or 
why this important conjunction should }ia\c been furroed since 
they might in much Hs time and with H s esjicncc line joined 
the Austrians ond f>erl aps l»ic enal lc»! tlicm to dtfcol the ilwigni 
of the rrench ond cut oT tlie ntmt of the army wlucli was sent 
to the relief of Prague. Hut this irarch tlmu^h It would Into 
been less tcilious would luwe been more dangerous and would not 
liavc been scry eonsLfent mill the dc igui of those who nrt. more 
desirous of recciwnp wages tlmn of doscning them nor u it likely 
that tho*c who required Iciy roomy for IroojiH almdy Icwed and 
who demanded lliat they should bt paid a long time before they 
began to march w ould hurry them to action or endeavour to put 
a period to so gainful a trade as tliat oflm-ing troopwliaharccot 
to be exposed 

Tins conduct Iiowcrcr visibly ab uni I am very far from im 
puling either to co vardicc or ignorance for Iheju is reason to 
u pfct that they marched into Flanders only because they could pot 
appear in any othci place as the allies of the Queen of Hungniy 
vvitiiout exposing their Sovcrei,,ii to the imperial interdict 

U IS thercftiro not onlv certain tivst tbeso troops thcet bowled 
and imjiortapt ttoojw ha>o pot jet been of tony use, but probablo 
that no me is mtcndcd for them and that ihv solo view of those 
who have introduced them iRtQ our service is to pay their cgurt by 
enriching Haqqvcr wdU tUgspwls of JJiitfun j > 
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Tint this IS in ualit} then intcnhon, appears fioni the estimate? 
to v>hich an appeal has been so confidently m.ule, but nhu h, if they 
aic compaicd with a conti-act nude for the liooji^ of the same 
Qiation in the List wai, will show how miuh tlicii piicc has nsen 
^ince then Soieicign was ca.dtcd to tine tlnone, though I cannot 
find any pioot, that their lepnla' ion has incic iscd, nor can di-coicr 
from thur actiO:is in Flandcn any loason to btliciCj that their 
services will be gieatci 

It is now to little pin pose to eiupiire, whetiicr there arc any other 
tioops that could have been inoie piopulv cmplovtd, since it is cei- 
tain, that, whatever may bcthcgeaeial clm-actei, or the late conduct 
of other nations, it is the intcicst ol Butain to cmjdoy lather any' 
troops than these, as any evil isiathci to he chosen than aniinosittcs 
between oin Sovcieign and oin fellow -snlij eels, and such animo- 
sities must inevitably ai ISC fiom this detestable picfeiencc of the 
troops of Hanov ci . 

[The question was earned by G7> the Aves being 2G0, Necs 103, 
This aflaii was again debated with vehemence upon tlic lejioi! on 
Monday, Dccembci 13, 17^2, upon a question, whelhei tlic levy- 
money should stand part of the general question, wliuli was caincd 
by 53, Ayes 230, Noes 177 ] 


HOUSE OF LORDS 

FraruARY 1, 1742-3 

The oulei of the day for taking into considei ation the icieral &>//- 
mates of the charge of the forces in the pay of Gieat Bntain iias 
lead, upon which Lord Stamiope rose up, and spoke in substance 
as follows 

My Lords, I have always undei stood, that the peculiar happiness 
of the Bntish nation consists in this, that nothing of importance can 
be undei taken by the goveinment, w'ltbout the consent of the 
people, as represented by the other House, "and that of youi Loid- 
ships, whose large possessions, and the merits eithei of ^oui 
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ancestor or jour elves lia\e giien jo« the pruilcge of voting m 
vour own ri^ht in national consultations 

The advantages of tins con titution the seninty which it confers 
upon the nation and the rcatraint winch it lijs upon corrupt nii 
niters or ambitious pnnecs aieintliemselvcstooobviouatoadniit 
of explanation and too well hnown m tins great Assemblj bj whose 
ancestors they were onginallj obtained and presen etl at the frequent 
liazard of life and fortune for me to imagine that I can make them 
either more esteemed or better undei tood 

My intention my Lord is not to teach others the regard which 
the const tution of our government or the happiness of the nation 
demands from them but to show how much I regard them mjsclf 
by endeavoiuing to preserve and defend them at a time when I tlunk 
them invaded and cndangcretl 

Upon the examination of the estimates now before us I cannot but 
think It necessary my Lords that every man who values liberty 
should exert that spirit by which it vvas first established ^ that every 
man should rouse from his security and awaken all lus \ igilance and 
all his zeal lest the bold attempt that has been now made should if 
it be not vigorously repressed be an encouragement to the more 
dangerous mcroachmcnts and lest that fabnek of power should be 
destroyed which has been erected at such cxpcncc and with such 
labour at which one generation lias toded after another and of 
wluch the w isdom of the most expcnenctd and penetrating states- 
men have been employed to perfect its symmetry and the industry 
of the most virtuoua patriots to rcjKiir its decays 

Tlve fir«t object wluch the tsliroates force upon our ob eiration is 
a numerous body of foreign troops for the leiy and payment of 
which a very large sum is demanded and demanded at a time when 
the nation is to the last degree embarrassed and oppressed when it 
13 engaged ina war with a powerful empire and almost overwhelmed 
with the debts that weie contracted in former confederacies when 
It 13 engaged in a vvar not for the recov ery of forgotten claims or 
for the gratification of restless ambition not for the consumption of 
exuberant wealth or for the discharge of superfluous inhabitants 
but a war in wluch the most important interests are set to hazard 
and by winch the lieedom of navigation must be either^ establis'hcd 
or lost a war which must determine the sovereignty of the ocean 
the rights of commerce and the ^tate of our colonies, a war iti 
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%vhich we may indeed be wctorlous without ally increaS'' of om re- 
putation , but in which wc cannot be defeated without loaing all our 
influence u])onfoicign powers, and liecoming subject to the insolence 
of petty piinccs 

When foieign troops ate lined, at a time like fins, it is natural to 
expect that they have been piocuicd by contracts uncommonly 
fmgal, because no nation can be supposed to be lawili in time of 
distress It is natural, my Louis, to expect that thej' should be 
employed in expeditions of the utmost importance, because no 
tf ifling advantage ought to incite a people o\crburthcncd with taxes, 
to oppress tlienisehcs v/ith any new C' pence, and it may be justly 
sujiposed that tlicsc lumps were luted by the adiicc of the Senate , 
because no mini«ter can be supjioscd so hardened in defiance of his 
countij, in contempt of tliclaas, and in disregard of the publtck 
happrnc'ss, as to daic to intioducc foieigncis into the publick 
sciMcc, in prosecution of lus own prn ate schemes, or to rob the 
nation which he prdfesses to scivc, that he may increase the wealth 
of another 

But Upon consideration of this estimate, my Lords, all these ex- 
pectations, how'ever reasonable in themselves, howeier consistent 
wth the declarations of the wisest statesmen, and the practice of 
tormei' times, •mil be disappomlcd, for it will be found that the 
troops of w'hicli we aie now* to ratilytlxc proi isions foi their payment, 
ate-iaised at an expence rtevfcr known on the like occasion before, 
wlleii the nation was far more able to support it, that they haic 
yet been employed ill no exiieditlon, that they have ncithei fought a 
battle, noi besicgud'a town, noi undertaken an} design, rior hindered 
any that has been formed by those aganlst whom they arc pretended 
to have been raised, that they ha<c not }et drawn a sword but at 
a leview, nor beard the report of fne-aniis but upon aiostiral, 
that tliey hate ndt yet seen an enemy, and that they aic posted 
Where no enemy is hkely to appioach them 

But this, my Lords, is not the cncurtistance which oUght, in my 
opinion, most stiongly to aflect us, troops may be raised without 
being employed!, and mdneyexpended'witllout effect, but such mea- 
sures, though they ought to be censured and'iectiftcd, may be borne 
Without any extraoidinary degree of indignation While oni Con- 
stitution remains uiiviolated, temporary losses may be easily re- 
paued, and accidental misconduct speedily retrieved, but when the 
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^ablick rights are infringed when the mini tty assume the power 
of givmg awav the prop^rtiea of the people^ it is then necessary to 
exert an uncommon degree of vigour and resentment it is as 
necessary to stop the incroachments of lawless power as to oppose 
the torrent of a deluge which may be perhnp resi ted it first but 
from V Inch the coimtiy that w once oiertvhelmed by it cannot be 
xeco^ ered 

To rai_etlu3 ardour my Lords to excite this laudable re cntmeJit 
I belieic it will be onlvn“c sa-jtoob ne thattliosetioopswcie 
raised without the advice or tlie con ent of the Scn_te , Uiat this 
neu burthen lias been laid u^ion the nation by the de-spotick w ill of 
the ministers and tint the demands made for thoir support may 
be said to be a tax laid upon the p^o2>Ie not by the Senate but by 
the Court 

The motives upon whicli the ministry have acted on this occasion 
are o £ir as thej can b discovered and indeed there appears v ery 
little care to conceal them such as no subject of thb Crown ever 
dared to proceed upon before tliey are such as the net of settle- 
roent that act to which our Sovereign owes his Idle to this throne 
ought ibr ever to have excluded from British councils 

I should proceed my Lords to cxplam this new method of im» 
povenshing our country and endeavour to show the principles from 
which it an es and the end uluch it must promote But some 
sudd'^n indisposition obliges me to contract my plan and conchide^ 
much sooner than I intended with moving That an humble 
Address be presented to lus Majesty to be ecch and advise his Ma- 
jesty that comidenog the excessive and gimrous expences in- 
curred. by the great number of foreign troops now in the pay of 
GreaLBntaui (expcuccs o increa.cd by the extraordinary manner^ 
'\s VTC apprehend of making the estimates relatmg thereunto and 
Vi^liich da not appear to us conducive to the end proposed) hia- 
Majesty will be graciously plea-cd, in compassion to his people 
loaded already with such numerous and heavy taxes such laige 
and growing debts and greater annual expences than this nation 
at any time ever before su tamed to exonerate- Ins subjects of 
the chaigeand burthen of those roerceaar es who were taken into 
our service lo-t fear without the wlvice or consent of Biriiament 
Lord SAifDwicii poke hexLm support o'* the- motion to the foj 
lowing effect — hty Lord though. I heard the? nobic Lord with so 
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muclv plccisuiCj that I could no! bul wisii lie had been able to de^ 
Inei bib sentmienf^s nioic fully upon this impoitint afr,in , jet I 
tlnnlv the motion so icasonnblc and just, that tlioiig;h he im;--!!! h nc 
set it ^et moic bejond (he dangei of opposition, though he might 
ha’cc piodueed many aigumcnts in defence of it, \%hich jarliaps will 
notoccin loanyothci Laids, yet I shall be able to,jUbtif\ i( in such 
a mannci, as may sccuic tlic appiobition of the unprejudiced and 
disinteicsted , and tlieicfoic I use up to «ccond it with tint con- 
fidence, wdnch alw’acs aiiscs fiom a consciousness of honest in- 
tentions, and of an impartial encjvma aftci tiutli 

The measures, my Lords, which hace gwen occasion to this ino- 
' tjon, liaie been foi some time the suhieclof mj icllcctions, I hace 
endeavoiued to cvaminc them in then full extent, toiccollcct (he 
pievious occuircnccs by which (he nuni-tiy might haic been in- 
fluenced to engage in them, and todiscoiei the ceitain and the 
probable consequences which they may cithci immediately, oi moie 
remotely produce, 1 base labomed to collect horn tliosc who aic 
supposed to be most acquainted with the state of Em ope, and the 
scheme of Biitish pohej winch is at piescut jiiu:>ucd, the aigu- 
ments which can be offered in fa^ouI of these new engagements , 
and have compared them with the conduct of fonner ages upon the 
like occasions , but the icsult of all my seal dies into liistoij, all my 
conveisation with politicians of eitiy paitj, and all my puiate 
meditations, has been only, that I am c^e^y houi' confirmed by 
some new evidence in the opinion I liad fust formed, and now 
imagine myself to know wdiat I at fiist belies ed, tliat w'c aie en- 
■tangled in a labyrinth of winch no end is to be seen, and in v Inch 
no certain path has yet been chscoccicd, lhal c,e eie pui'siung 
schemes which are in no degiee necessary to the prosperity of out 
country, by means which aie apparently contiaiy to law', to jiohcy, 
and to justice, and that w'e aie involved in a foreign tjuairel only 
to waste that blood, and exhaust that tieasuie, winch might he em- 
ployed in recovenng the rights of commerce, and regaining the 
dominion of the sea 

To prosecute the war against Spam W'lth that xigour which in- 
terest and resentment might be expected to produce, to lepiess that 
insolence by which our navigation has been confined, and to punish 
that rapacity by which oui merchants have been plundered, and 
that cruelty by which our fellow-suojects have been enslaied, tor- 
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tured aud murdered Ind been an attempt in nhich every honest 
jnan would readily Invo concurred and to which all those who had 
sen e to discern their own interest or virtue to promote the pub 
Jick happiness would cheerfully baic contributed however loaded 
with taxes oppressed with a standing anny> and plundered by the 
vultures of a court nor is the ancient spirit of the British nation 
so much depressed but that when Spam had been subdued when 
our rights had been publickly acknowledged bur los-cs repaired, 
and our coloiucs secured, when our ships had again sailed m se 
cunty and our flag awed the ocean of America we might then 
have extended our views to foreign countries might have assumed 
once more the gmrdnn-hipof the liberties of Europe have given 
law to the powers of the continent and superintended the happmess 
of mankind But in the present situation of our affair*, when we 
hare made war for ycare vntbout advantage while our most im 
portant rights are jet subject to the chance of battle whj we 
should engage in the defence of other pnnccs more than our stipu 
lations require lam notable todiscover, norcan I conceive wliat 
motive can incite us after having suffered so much from a weak 
enemy to irritate a stronger 

To the measures which are now pursued w ere there no other 
aiguments to be alleged against them 1 should think it my Lords, 
asufiicient objection that they are unnecessary and that this is not a 
time for political experiments or for wanton cxpenccs I should 
think that the present di trc-scs of the pubhek ought to restrain 
jour Lordships from approving anj steps by which our burthens 
may be made more heavy burtliens under winch vre are already 
sinking and which a peace of more than twenty jears has not con 
tnbuted to lighten 

But that they are unnecessary my lords is the weakest allegation 
that can be offered for they arc t»uch as tend not only to obstruct 
the advancement of more advantageous designs but to bring upon 
US the heaviest calamities, tliey will not only hinder us from in 
creasing our strength but will sink us to the greatest degree of 
weakness thej will not only impovcn h us for the present which 
may be sometimes the effect of useful and beneficial designs but 
may depress us below a possibility of recov cry and reduce us to re 
•ceive laws from some foreign power 

This u, indeed a dreadful pro pect but what other can aiise to 
Vot II Q 
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iis from a vVar wltli Fiance^ with the most wealthy empire of thfe 
universe, of which we weic sufficiently shown the strength in the 
late war, hy the resistance which all the sui rounding nations found 
it able to 'mahe against then united efforts, and which the debts 
that they then contracted, and the towns that wei'e then destroyed, 
will not easily suffer them to foi^et Of this empire, my Lerfds^ 
thus powerful, thus formidable, neither the dominions are con^ 
tracted, nor the trade impaired, nor the inhabitants diminished 
The French armies are no less numerous than under their late 
mighty monarch, then territories ale inci eased by new ac(][Uisltions, 
their trade has long been promoted by the destruction of ours, and, 
their wealth has been by consequence inci eased. They have not, 
my Loids, like this unhappy nation, been exhausted by temporary 
expedients and useless armaments, they have not harassed their 
mei chants to aggiandise the couit, nor thrown away the oppor- 
tunities which this interval of quiet has afforded them, in the 
sti uggles of faction , they hai e not been multiplying officers to 
betiay the people, and taxing the people to suppoit their oppress- 
ors , but have witli equal policy, diligence, and success, recovered 
tfie losses which they then sustained, and enabled themselves to 
make anothei stand against a geneial confederacy 

Against this empire, my Lords, are we now to be en^ged in a 
war, without tiadc, and without money, loaded with debts, and 
harassed with exactions , for tvhat consequences can be expected 
from sending our troops into tlie frontier towns, but that the 
FrShch will chai ge us with beginning hostilities, ' and declare war 
against us, or attack us without a declaration , and that we shall 
be obliged to stand alone against the whole power of the House 
of Bourbon, while all our ancient allies stand at a distatice spi- 
fitless and intimidated, or perhaps secretly incite our enemies 
against us, in hopes of sharing our plunder, or of lising on 'our 
fuin^ 

I know it has been alleged, and alleged with such a degree of 
confidence, as it is reasonable to hope nothing could produce but a 
consciousness of tiuth, that the Dutch have already consented to 
assist us, nor is it without regret, that I find myself obliged to de- 
clare, that this asseition is nothing more than one of those tran- 
sient visions with which it has been for a long time the custom of 
Biitish ministers to delude the people, to pacify their clamours, and 
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lull them m security one of those njlifiees from which nothing more 
13 expected than that it shall operate upon the nation tjl the ar 
cumstances of our alfaira furnish out another which is likewise, in 
a short time to be exploded only to make ivay for new felsehoods la 
h perpetual succession 

Such my Lords is the art of goyemment discovered by the won 
derful sa^city of modem statesmen , who have found out that it 
is easier to palliate than to cure, and that the people may be 
quieted by political soponfics while diseases are preying upon 
them while their strength decays and their vitals are consum«^ 

That these falsehoods prcrai! upon mankind and that after the 
discovery of one cheat anotlier equally gross is patiently home, 
cannot but raise the wonder* of a man who views the world at a 
distance and who lias not opportunities of enquiring into the 
vanous motives of action or belief Such an one would be m 
chned to think us a nation of fool , tint must he stilled witli 
rattles or amused wjtli baubles and would readily conclude 
that our mmistcm were obliged to practise such fallacies be 
cause they could not prevail upon xis by motives adapted to rea 
sonable beings 

But if we reflect my Lords upon the diflercnt principles upon 
which reports like these arepropj^ted and opposed it irdl easily 
be discovered that their success is not to be imputed cither to su 
perior art on one side or uncommon Weakness on the other It b 
well known that they arc promoted bj men hireil for that purpose 
tvith large salaries or beneficial employments and that Uiey can be 
opposed only from a desire of detcctingfalschood and advancing the 
pubhek liappmc s it is apparent tlat those who uiv ent those w ho 
circulate and perliaps part of those who counterfeit belief of them 
are incited by the prospect of private advantage and immediate 
profit and that those vvho stop them in their career by contra 
diction ond objections can propose no other benefit to theimeheSj 
than that which theysliali receive in common with eveiy other 
member of the community, and therefore whoever lias suffiaently 
observed mankind to discover the ica^on for which self interest 
has m almost all ages picvailcd overpubhek spint will be able tu 
See why reports hi e these arc not always Suppressed by ^jeasonahls 
detections ^ 

A minister onglit not to flatter hmiself that he has always de 

09 
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cened those who appear to credit his representations, their silcnco 
IS not so often the c'fat of cieduht}, as of coanidice or indolence. 
'Many aie o\ciboinc by the jioinp of gicat offices, and others who 
distinguish more clearly, and judge with greater freedom, arc con- 
tented to enjoy their ow n rcficctions, without icprm mg those whom 
they despaii to rcfoim. 

This report of the engagement of the Dutch in our measures, 
shall however furnish oui ministers with no opportunity ol boast- 
ing then addicss, nor shall it pass any longer without contiadic- 
tion, for I shall without any scruple affiiTn in the presence of this 
august Assembly, that the Diitcli h.wc hitherto appealed ab=;olntcly 
neutral, that they haie not shown any appiohation of our measures, 
nor any inclination to assist us m them I hnow, my J^ords, Jiow 
disagreeable this assertion may he to those, whose interest it i^ that 
mankind should belies c them of no less impoitance in the eyes of 
foreign power's than m their own, and should imagine that the re- 
motest nations of the woild arc influenced by their motions, and 
duccted by their counsels, but however they may resent this decla- 
ration, I defy them to confute it, and now call upon them to show 
that the Dutch hare engaged m any measure for the support of the 
Queen of Ilungai-y 

The late augmentation of twenty thousand men, whicli may pos- 
sibly be mentioned as a jnoof ot their intention, shows nothing but 
that they puisne then own interest with their usual prudence and 
attention, and with such as it is to be wished thatoui mimstei's would 
condescend to leain fiom them, and that they aie too wise to sufToi 
the towns fiom which the Austrians luwe, by our pci suasions, with- 
diawn their troops, to fall into the hands of (he Fiench Tliey have 
therefore substituted new garrisons, but seem to have no icgard to 
the interest of the Queen of Hungary, nor anv otlici v lew th in that 
of providing foi then own security, waiting the event of the war, 
and laying hold of any advantage that may accidentally be ofleicd 
them. 

' It may be urged farther by those who are desu-ous to deceive othei s, 
or willing to be deceived themselves, that the piovmce of Holland 
has passed a vote for assisbng the Queen of Ilungai’y with twenty 
thousand men, but if it be lemembered, my Lords, that this must 
be the general act of the United States, and that evciy province has 
Its own paiticulai views to giutity, and Us own interest to leconcile- 
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?vith the general good it maybe \ciy reasonably suspected that 
this assistance is jet ratlicr the object of hope than expectation, it 
may justly be feared that before o many various dispositions will 
unite and such different schemes will be made consistent the House 
of Austna may be extinguished that <mr forces may be destroy- 
ed and Hcrrmny cn laved by the Erencli TJjcn, my Lords what 
Will remain but that we shall cur^e tliat folly that involved us m 
distant quarrels and that tementy which sent us out to oppose a 
power which wc could not withstand and which incited us to waste 
that treasure in foreign countries which we may quicUy want for 
the defence of our own * 

It must be indeed confessed th&t if an estimate is to be made Of 
our condition from the conduct of our ministen; the fear of cx 
hausting our-treasure must be merely panick and the precepts of 
frugahty which other states Ime grown great by observing arc to 
be absolutely urmcceuaiy It mayTea-onably be imagined that we 
have some secret mine or hidden repository of gold which node 
gree of extravagance can dram and winch may for e\cr supply the 
Inost lavish cx|h.nces without diminution 

Tor upon what other supposiUon roy Lords can any man at 
tempt -a defence of the contract by which wc have obtained for one 
campaign the service of tbo troo])s of Hanover ^ tlTiat but the con 
tidence of funds that can never be deficient could influence them 
to conclude a stipulation by which levy money is to be paid for 
troops of which not a single regiment was raised for our service, or 
on tlic pro ent occasion , whicn vicre established for the sccunty of 
the Electorate of Hanover, and would have been maintamed, 
though we had not engaged m the affairs of the continent 

W hat were the reasons which induced our ministry to employ the 
forces of Hanover it is perhaps not necessary to enquire The 
only motive that ought to have influenced them was the prospect 
of obtaining them upon cheap terms, for my Lords if the troops 
of Hanover cannot he obtained but at the same cxpencc with tho e 
of Britain I am not able to discover why they should be preferred 
1 have nev er heard my Lords any uncommon instances of Hano 
venan courage that should mclmc us to trust the cau-c of Europe 
rather to that nation than to our own and am inclined to bcheve 
that BriUun is able to produce men equal in all military virtues to 
any native of tliat happy country a country wluch, though it was 
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thought worthy to be sccuied by a neutrality, when all the neigh- 
bouring provinces were exposed to the ravages of war, I have nevei 
heaid celebrated for any peculiar excellencies, and of which I 
cannot but observe, that it was indebted for its security rather to 
the precaution of its piince, than the bravery of its inhabitants. 

This demand of levy-money shochs every Britain yet more 
strongly, on considering by whom it is required , required by that 
family whom we have raised from a petty dominion, for which ho- 
mage was paid to a supeiioi power , and which was, peihaps, only 
suffered to retain the appearance of a separate sovereignty, because 
it was not woith the labour and expence of an invasion , because it 
would neither increase riches nor titles, nor gratify either aiaiice oi 
ambition, by a family whom from want and uealeness we haie cx^ 
alted to a throne, fiom whence, with virtue equal to their power, 
they may issue their mandates to the remotest paits of the earth, 
may piescnbe the course of war in distant empues, and dictate 
tenns of Jieace to half the monaichs of the globe 

I should imagine, my Lords, that when a Kmg of the House of 
Hanover surveys his navies, leviews his troops, or examines his re- 
venue, beholds the splendor of Ips court, oi contemplates the ex- 
tent of his dominions, he cannot but sometimes, however unwill- 
ingly, comfiare his present state with that of his ancestors j and 
that when he gives audience to the ambassadois of piinces, who, 
-peihaps, never heard of Havov er, and directs the payment of sums^ 
by the smallest of which all his ancient inheiitance would be dearly 
purchased , and reflects, as suicly he sometimes will, that all these 
honours and riches, this leverence fiom foreign powers, and his 
domestick splendor, are the gratuitous and voluntaiy gifts of the 
mighty people of Britain, he should find his heait overflowing with 
unlimited gratitude, and should be ready to saciifice to the happiness 
of his benefectors, not only every petty inteiest, oi accidental in- 
clination, but even his lepose, his safety, or his life, that he should 
bb ready to ease them of every burthen before they complained, 
and to aid them with all his power before they lequested his assist- 
ance, that he should consider his little teiritories as only a con- 
temptible province to hisBiitish empne, a kind of nurseiy for troops 
to be employed without harassing his more valuable subjects 
It might be at least hoped, my Lords, that the princes -of the 
House of Hanover might have the same regard to this nation as to 
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Kings from whom tlicj never rcccivcj inj benefit nntj whom they 
ought in realitj alwa)3 to hate considered as enemies yet even from 
such lev} money was not ntwa}^ required , or if required was not 
alwaj*s recen ed 

Tlicrc tvas once n time my Lords before any of this race tvorc 
the crown of Britain, when the great French monarch Lewis XIV 
being under a necessity of htnng auxdiary troops applied to Uic 
Duke of Hanover as a pnnee whose ncces_ities would naturally in 
clme hun to set the liv'csofhis subjects at a cheap rate The Puke, 
plcovcd with an opportunit) of trafiickiQg witli so wealth) a monarch, 
readily promued a supply of troops and Vniandcd levy money to be 
paid him that he might be enabled to rai-c tlicm But Ilanovcn- 
nn reputation was not tlicn TaL.cd o high, as that the French king 
should trust him with his money Lewis eusjiccicd and madL no 
scruple of dcclariag his suspicion that tlic demand of levy money 
was only a pretence to obtain a urn wluch would never afterwards 
be repaid and for which no troops would be obtained , and there 
fore with hts usual prudence insi ted that the troops should first 
march and then be paid Tlirn for some time the treaty was at a 
stand but the Ung being equally m want of men as the duke of 
money and perceiving perhaps that it was really impncticabJe for 
so indigent a prince to nit e troops without some pecuniary a.sist 
^nce oQercdhimat length a sroallsum which was gladly accepted^ 
though much below the original demand. Tlic troops were cn 
gaged m the service of France, and the Duke of Hanoi er thought 
himself happy in bcingablc to amuse lumsclf at bis leisure with the 
rattle of money 

Such my I/irds, were the conditions on which the troops of Han 
over were furnished in former times, and surely wlnt could then 
be produced by the love of money or the awe of a supenor power, 
might now be expected as the cfilct of gratitude and kindnc^ 

But not to dwell any longer, my Lords upon particular circum 
stances of measures of which the whole scheme is contrar) to the 
apparent interest of this empire I sliall not enquire farther, why 
aiwil nes arc cmplojcd on this occasion rather than Britons ra 
ther than those whose bravciy is celebrated to the most distant cor 
ners of the earth ? why if mcrccnants arc necessary those of Han 
over arc preferred to others or why if they are indeed preferable, 
they are now to be hired at a higher rate than at any fonner tipie * 
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It appears to me of far moie impoitance to tuidcmiinc the founda- 
tion, than to batter the superstiaictuie of our present system of po- 
liticks, and of giealci use to enquiic, why ucliave engaged m a war 
on the continent, than why we cany it on with iidiculnus profusion. 

It appears to me, ray Lords, that thcic arc many reasons which, 
with the same circumstances, w'ould ha\c wafhheld any nation but 
this from such a dangcious intci position Tlic Dutch, we sec, arc 
content to look on without action, though they aic more interested 
in the event, and less erabanassed on an) other side "We aic alieady 
engaged'in a war, of which no man can foicscc the conclusion, but 
which cannot he ended unsuccessfully, without the utmost danger 
to oui most important interests and which 3 ct has hithcito pro- 
duced only losses and disgrace, has impovcrislied our mcrcliants, 
and intimidated our soldiers Wliethcr these losses arc the effects of 
W'eakness or treachery, is a question which I am not ambitious of 
endeavourmg to decide, and of wluch the decision is, indeed, by 
no means necessaiy in the present debate, since if we are too weak 
to struggle with Spain, unassisted as she is, and embarrassed with 
different view's, I need not say what will be our condition, when the 
whole House of Bourbon shall be combined against us , when that 
'nation which stood alone foi so many years agninst the united ef- 
foits of Euiope, shall attack us evliausted with Ui\es, cnenated 
With coiruption, and disunited from all allies. Whethci the troops 
of Hanover will assist us at that time, I cannot dctci mine. Per- 
haps in the destruction of the British domimons, it may be thought 
expedient to secuie a more valuable and important country by a 
timely neutiality, but if we have any auxiliaiies fiom thence, wc 
must then necessarily obtain them upon cheaper teims. 

If our inactivity in the European seas, and om ill success in 
those of Ameiica, be, as it is generally suspected, the consequence 
of perfidious counsels, and pin ate machmations, if our fleets are 
sent out with ordeis to make no attempt against oui enemies, or 
our admiials commanded to retreat before them , surely no higher 
degree of madness can be imagined, than that of provoking new 
enemies befoie we have experienced a change of counsels, and found 
reason to place in oui mimsteis and statesmen that confidence 
which wai absolutely requires 

This is the conduct, my Lords, which I should think most ra- 
tional, en though w'e w eie attacked in some of our real lights, and 



A. 1742 3 


Tlir AUMY 


233 


though the quarrel about which w* were debating was our own I 
chould thml the nearest danger tlic greatest and should adrise pa 
tiencc under foreign in-uUs till we lud rcdrc.-cd our domcslick 
gnei-anccs , till we liad dnven treachery from the Court and cor 
ruption from the Senate But much more proper do I tWnk this 
conduct when we arc invited only to engage m distant ^var ma 
dispute about the dominion of pnnois in the bowels of the conti 
nent of pnncca of whom It is not certain that we sliall receire 
either adi-antagc or secuntyfrom llicir greatness or thatwcshould 
fuITcr an) loss or injury hy their fall 

But my Lords I know it will be answered that the ^uccn of 
Hungary has a right by treaty to our a distance} and fliat m be- 
coming guarantees of the Pragmatick Sanction we cngagctl to 
•npport her in the dominions of her ancestors fhls my Lords is 
an answer of which I do not deny thcjustne<s and of wliicli I will 
not attempt to invalidate the strength I allow that such a «tjpu 
lation svas made and that treaties ought to be observed at what 
crcrliawrd with unviolilcd fiiUi It lias been indeed objected, 
that manr nations cngigwl with us in the same treat) whom in 
tercst or cowardice liai t inchnod to neglect It, and that we ought 
not to become tlic standing garrison of Europe or to defend alone 
tho«e (cmtoncs to the pro^irntloo of which o many states are 
obliged to contribute equally with ourseircs But this my Lords 
appears to me an argument of which the ill consequences can never 
be fully discovered nn argument which di-sohcs all the oblyi’* 
tions of contracts dcslro)'3 the foundation of moral justice and 
iiju ecc:et} opca to all tlic mtschnrn of pa-fiily by mtktttg the 
-validil) of oatlis and contracts dependent upon cliancc and re 
gulatmg the duties of one man the conduct of another I pre- 
tend not my Lords to long experience and therefore m discussing 
intricate questions maybe easily mistaken But os in my opinion 
my Lords morahty is seldom diOicult but when it is clouded with 
an intention to deceive others or ourselves 1 shall venture to dc 
clare w ith more confidence tint in proportion as one man neglects 
lus duty another is more strictly obliged to pnetue his ow n that 
his example may not help forward the general corruption and that 
those who arc injured by the perfidy of others may from his since 
nty have a pro pcct of relief 

I bcheve all pohticks that arc not founded on morality will be 
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found fallacious and destractive, if not immediately to tliosc %\lui 
practise them^ yet consequentially by then general tendency to dis- 
turb societ)', and weaken those obligations which maintain the or- 
dei of the W'oild. I shall tlieiefore allow, that what justice icquires 
from a private man, becomes, in paiallel ciicumstanccs, the duty 
fif a nation, and shall, thcrefoie, never advise the violation of a so- 
lemn treaty The stipulations m which we engaged, when we be- 
came guaiantecs of the Pragmatick Sanction, arc doubtless to be 
observed , and it is, therefore, one of the strongest objections 
against the mcasuies which we are now pumuing, that wc shall be 
perfidious atagicatei c\pcnce than fidelity would have requiicd, 
and shall cxliaust the treasure of the nation without assisting the 
<Quccn of Hungary 

To e\plain this assert ion, my Lords, it is necessary to take a v icw 
Of the constitution of the German body, which consists of a great 
numbei of separate governments independent on each other, but 
subject in some dcgiee to the Emperor as the general head TIic 
Subjects of each state are gov ci ned by their prince, and owe no alle- 
giance to any other soveieign, but the pnnee pcrfoims homage to 
the Empeior, and having thereby acknowledged himself his feuda- 
tory, or dependant, may be punished for i ebelhon against him The 
title of the Empei or, and consequently his claim to this allegiance^ 
and tlie light of issuing the ban against those who shall refuse it^ 
is confirmed by many solemn acknowledgements of the Diet, and 
amongst otheis by the grant of a pecuniary aid, this the present 
Emperor has indisputably leceived, an aid having been alicady 
granted him in the Diet, of a subsidy for eighteen months , and 
theiefoie none of the troops of Germany can now be employed 
against him, without subjecting the pnnee to whom they belong to 
the censure of the ban, a kind of civil excommunication. 

To what puipose then, my Lords, are we to hire, at a rate never 
paid, or perhaps demanded befoie, tioops which cannot serve ui 
Without subjecting Iheir piince to the charge -of rebellion’ Or hoW 
shall we assist the Queen of Hungary, by collecting forces which 
dare not act against the only enemy which she has now to fear ’ Or 
in what new difficulties shall we be engaged, should the inesti- 
mable dominions of Hanovei be subjected to the imperial mter- 
diction ’ 

T^iese, my Loick,,,are questions to which, I hope, we shall heat' 
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n more eali factory aimrcr than I am able to conccjre , for mdcct!, 

1 do not 6cc n:lial remains but to confess that llice troops arts 
lured only for a military ‘bow to amuse this nation niUi a fabo 
oppoarance of zeal for the pre««Tation of Europe and to inemso 
the tjca urcs of Hanover at the otpcncc of Britain 

Tlicso are designs, rny Lord , which no man mil area and yet 
these are the only designs which 1 can yet dLCoverj and therefore 

2 shall oppose all the measures that tend to their execution If the 
heat of indignation or the a-pentj of rc«cntnicnt or the wanton 
ness of contempt, lave bctraj-cd me into an) expressions unuorlliy 
of the dignity of tins House 1 hope they u ill be forgiven h) j-our 
Lord-Iiipsj for any otlier degree of freedom I shall make no oi>o» 
Jogy having as a peer a tight to deliver my opinion and m a 
Briton toajcrl Iheindepcndcnceof my nallvccountry vvhcnisce 
or imagine myvdf to see tlat it fa ignominiouviy and illegally sub- 
jected to the promotion of tlic petty interest of the province of 
Hanover 

Lord Carteret then rose and made nnwvTr to the following 
effect — hly lords as I doubt not but I shall be able to justify the 
measures which arc now pursued in such a manner as ma) entiUe 
them to the approbation of your Lordship? I proposed to hear all 
the objections that should bo made before I attempted a vindica- 
tion that the debate might be shortened am! licit the arguments 
on both sides might be considered ns placed in Uic full strength of 
opposition, and tbatitnuglitbcducemed how objection? houcrer 
specious m thcm-clv cs, would vanish before the light of reason and 
tnitli. 

But Uic noble Lord lias made it necessary for me to alter m) do- 
6ign b) a speech which I Will not applaud because it lias in my 
e^inion an lU tendency , nor censure, because it wanted neitbcr 
the splcndoi of eloquence nor the arts of rca«oning and liad no 
other defect tliaa that which must aliva)'3 be produced by a bad 
cause fallacy in tbc aiguiucnts and errors m the assertions 

This speech I am obliged to answer bccau c his Lordship has 
been jilcased to call out for any Lord vvlio will assert, that the 
Dutch liavc agreed to concur with us m assisting the fiucen of 
Hungarj Tliat all the provinces of that repubhek have agreed to 
A-sistus IS indeed not true , nor do 1 know my Lords by whom 
or upon what authority it was o-scitcd, but the concurrcnceof llic 
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province of Holland, the most important of all, and whose example 
the rest seldom delay to follow, has been obtained, which is sufficient 
to encouiage us to vigorous resolutions, by which the lest may be 
animated to a speedy compliance. 

The concurrence of this province has been already the conse- 
quence of the measures which have been lately pursued , measures 
from which, though just and successful, the mimstiy cannot claim 
much applause j because all choice was denied, and they were 
obliged either to remain passive spectators of the rum of Europe, 
and, by consequence, of Bntain, or to do what they have done. 
And surely, my Lords, that necessity which depiives them of all 
claim to' panegyrick, will be hkewise a sufficient secuiity from cen- 
sure. There is, indeed, no reason to fear censuie from judges so 
candid and experienced as youi Lordships, to whom it may without 
difficulty be jproved, that the balance of Embpe has already changed 
its position, and the House of Bourbon is now not able to picpon- 
deiate agamst the othei powers 

By entering into an alliance with Sardinia, we have taken fiom ' 
the crown of Spam all the weight of the^ territories of Italy, of 
which the Austrian foices are now in possession, without fear or 
danger of being interrupted, while the passes of the ocean aie shut 
by the fleets of Britain, and those of the mountains by the troops 
of Sardinia 

Those unhappy forces which were tiansported by the Spanish 
fleet, are not only lost to their native country, but exposed without 
provision, without ammunition, without retreat, and without hope: 
nor can'kny human prospect discover how they can escape destruc- 
tion, either by the fatigue of marches, or the want of necessaries, 
or 'the superior foice of an army well supplied and elated with 
success ’ 

This, my Lords, is an embarrassment from which the Spaniards 
would gladly be freed at any expence, from which they would biibe 
us to relieve them, by permitting the demolition of new foi tresses, 
or restoring the army which we lost at Carthagena ’ 

Of this alliance the Queen of Hungary already finds the advan- 
tages, as it preserves countries in her possession, which, if once 
lost, it might be impossible to recover, and sets her fiee from the 
necessity of dividing her army for the protection of distant terri- 
tories, ' 
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Tlius tn) LonL> tl Spnnianb are and disln <; cd, of 

their arreiM one 13 condemned to 'waste away at tlicfcct ofimpass 
able mountains, only to hear of the dcslniction of their aiuntiy- 
mcn whom theynre endemounng to rduwe, and the cstabh hment 
of peace JO these regions of which they liad projected Hie contiucst , 
and the otlicr jxt more unfortunate has been successfully trans- 
ported only tofcclhatficclwhichpemwltedlhclrpassage predudfr 
their supplies and hinder their retreat 

Nor do we my Lords after basing thus cfBcaciously opposed one 
of the pnnccs of the House of Bourbon fear or shun the resentment 
of the oUicr we doubt not ttr riiow Uiat Britain is still able to re 
tard the arms of tlie Inughty rrench and to dnre them lock from 
the iniwsion of other kingdoms to the dehnee of their own The 
time 13 at hand mj Lonls tn which it will appear lliat hoi lvli 
the power of Fnnee has beenexaggented wiUi whatcicr servility 
her protection lias been courted and with wlntcvcrmeanness her 
Insolence has been borne this nation lias not jet lost its mducncc 
or it 3 strength that It Is jet able to fill the continent with armies, 
to alTord protection to iU allies and strike terror into Uio«c who 
Itaie hitherto trampled under foot the faiUi of treaties ami rights 
of sovereigns and ranged over the doroinions of the neighbouring 
pnnccs wiUi the security of lawful po« es«ors and the pndc of 
conquerors. 

It has been objected by the noble Lord that this cliange is not 
to be expected from an anny composctl of auxiliary troops from any 
of the provinces of the German empire because thej cannot act 
against the general head I can easilj my Lords solve tho difll 
culty from my long acquaintance with the constitution of the 
empire which I understood before the noble Lord who has enter 
tamed jou with a di courc upon it was m being but I will not 
engross your time or rctanl your determination by a superfluous 
disquisition which may be now safely omitted, since I am allowed 
by Ins Majesty to assure j our Lordships that the Hessun and Hano- 
verian troops shall be employed m assisting the Queen of Hungaiy, 
and tliat they haic already rcccncd orders to make the preparations 
necessary for marching into the empire 

After this dcclamtion my Ixirds the most formuhhle objection 
against the present measures will I hope be no more heard in 
this debate, for it wiU be by no mean» proper for aitv Lord to 
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renew it by enquiiing, whether his Majesty's rcaolatlon is not a 
breach of the imperial constitution, or whether it will not expose 
his electoral dominions to danger. For it is not our piovincc to 
judge of the laws of othei nations, to examine when they arc vio-* 
Jated, or to enforce the observation of them , nor is it necessary, 
since the interests of Britain and Hanover arc irrcconctleably 
opposite, to endeavour the preservation of dominions which tlicir 
own Sovereign is inclined to hazard 

Thus, my Lords, I hope it appeam, that the common interest of 
Bntain and Europe is steadily pursued; that the Spaniards feel the 
effects of a war with Britain by their distress and cmbairossment j 
that the Queen of Hungary discoveis, that the ancient allies of her 
family have not dcsci ted her, and that Fiance, amidst her boasts 
and her pi ejects, perceives the determined opposers of hei gmndeui* 
again setting hci at defiance 

The Duke of Bcni ord spoke to the following effect — My Lords, 
the assuiancc which the noble Lord who spoke last declares himself 
to have conceived of being able to demonstiate the propnety of the 
piesent measures, must suiely arise fiom some intelligence which 
has been hitheito suppressed, or some knowledge of futuic events 
peculiar to himself, for I cannot discover any force in the aigu- 
ments which he has been pleased to use, that could produce in him 
such confidence of success, noi any ciicurastances in the pre- 
sent appearance of Euiope, that do not seem to demand a dif- 
ferent conduct 

The Teasonableness of our raeasuies at this time, as at all others, 
must be evinced by arguments drawn from an attentiv'^c lenew of 
the state of our own country, compai ed with that of the neighbour- 
ing nations , for no man will deny, that those methods of jirocced- 
ing which are at one tune useful, may at anothei be pei nicious , 
and that either a gradual rotation of power, oi a casual vanation of 
interest, may very pioperiy produce changes m the counsels of the 
most steady and vigorous administration 

' It is therefore proper, an the examination of this question, to con- 
sidei what is the state of our own nation, and what is to be hoped 
or feared fiom the condition of those kingdoms, which are most en- 
abled by their situation to benefit or to hui t us and in cnquiiy, my 
Lords, an enquiry that can give little pleasme to an honest and be- 
nevolent mind, it immediately occursy that v>e are a nation e2Jlaust-^ 
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ed by a long* ^var and imporcnshed by the diminution of our com 
mercc and tlic result therefore of this first consideration is tint 
those measures are rao*t eligible -which arc most frugal and that 
to naslelhe publick treasure to unnecessary trcpcnces or to load 
Uie people uilh new taxes only to display a mockery of war on the 
Conbnent or to amu_e oursclrcs our allies or our enemies with 
the idle ostentation of unnecessary numbers is to dnin from the 
hation the last remains of its anacht \ igoor instead of assisting ita 
rcccnery from its present languors 
But money hm^ever raluable hu neecssarj has otn timcj 
been imprudcntlj and tin casonably spared and an ill timed par^i 
mony Ins been knomi to hasten calamities by which those ha\<i 
been dcpnicd of all who would not endemonr to presene it by tlic 
lo«s of part. It is tlicrcrorc to be considered w hctlier measures less 
expensue would not hare been more dangerous and whether we 
have pot by luring foreign troote though at a verj high rate at a 
tate which would have been demanded from no other nation |mr 
cha-cd an exemption from tb trcs.c3 insults and invasions 
The only nations myLonk whom we have an) rexon to suspect 
of a design to invade os or tliat hat c pow cr to put any such destga 
in cxeailion are well known to be the French -and Spaniards 
from these indeed it may justly be expected tliat they will omit 
no opportunity of gratifying Uiat hatred which difllrcncc of religion 
and contrancty of interest cannot f il to continue from age to age 
and therefore wc ought neicr to imagine oursches safe while It is 
m tlicir power tocndangcrus Butof these two nations m) Lords 
the ohe 13 already di armed by the navies of Britain winch confino 
her fleets to their harbours and as ve ha\c beenjust now inform 
cd preclude her armies from supplies the other is without a fleet 
able to transport an army her troops arc dispered m cUlTcrent 
countries and h(ir treasures exhausted by expeditions or negdtia- 
tions etiually expensive 

There is therefore my Lords no danger of an dnvision even 
though we had no forces by wbidi it could be oppo ed but much 
less IS it to be feared when it is remembered that the sea is cover 
edwith our ships of wni* and that all the coasts of Europoareawed 
and alarmed bv the navies of Bntam 

1^13 then my Lords is surely the time when w c ought not to 
have sacrificed any uiimediate and ap|nrent intercat to th'‘ fear oi 
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nttcmpts fiom Spam or France, when we might without danger 
have assisted our allies with our national lioops, and have spared 
that money which we have so lavisiily bestowed upon au\iharics , 
when we might securely have show n the ])ow ers of the continent 
how much the Butish \alour is yet to be feared, and how little our 
late losses or disgiaces are to be imputed to the decline of Our cou- 
rage or our stiength 

I suppose, my Loids, no man will confess, that foieign troop't 
have been lined as more to be tiustcd for tlicir skill oi bravery than 
our own To dispute the palm of courage with any nation would 
be a reproach to the Butish name, and if our soldiers arc not at 
least equally disciplined with those of other countries, it must be 
owned, that ta\es have been long paid to little purpose, that the 
glitter of leviews has been justly ridiculed as an empty show, and 
that we have long been flattered by our mimstcrs and generals with 
false security 

But though I am far from believing, that the army has been sup- 
ported only for the defence of our country, and though I know, 
that then officers are frequently engaged m employments more im- 
portant in the opinion of then directors, than that of legulatmg 
the disciphne of then regiments, and teaching the use of arras and 
the science of wai , yet, as I believe the courage of Britons such as 
may often supply the want of skill, I cannot but conclude, that they 
are at least as foimidable as the tioops of othci countries, especial- 
ly when I remembei, that they enter the field incited and supported 
by the leputation of their country 

Why then, my Lords, is the nation condemned to support at once 
a double burthen, to pay at home an army which can be of no use, 
and, to lure auxiliaiies, perhaps, equally unactive, to make war, if 
any war be intended, at an unnecessaiy expence, and to pay, at 
once, a fleet winch only floats upon the ocean, an army which only 
awes the villages from which it is supported, and a body of merce- 
naries, of which no man can yet conjecture with what design they 
have been retained ^ 

That they are intended for the support of the Queen of Hungary 
has been, indeed, asserted , and this contract has been produced as 
an instance of the zeal of oui ministers for the asseition of the 
Pragmatick Sanction, the preservation of the liberties of Europe, 
aud the suppression of the ambitious enterprises of the House of 
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B-iirbon but siireh royXorda had the assistance of that Ulus 
tnou PimccSb been tbar sole or principal intention had they in 
reality dedicated the sura \»’hich js to be rettened by the titiops of 
Ilanoie-, to the acred can e of publick futh and universal bbertj 
they mi^ht have found methods of promoting it much more effica-» 
ciously at no greater e\pence Had thej remitted that inonej to 
the Queen she would have been enabled td call nations to ber 
standard to fill the plains of Germany with the hai-dy inhabitants 
of the mountainsand the deserts and have deluged the empire of 
France with multitudes equall) danng and ropacious who would 
have descended upon a fruitful cobntry like Vultmes on their piti) 
and have laid those provmc s in mm which nowsmileat the devas 
taflon of neighbouring countries secure in the pirtitcction of their 
mighty monarch 

'Ey (Iu4 method of carrving on thfe war we might have secured 
our all) from dangci wluch I cannot but Ibrnkamminent and for 
nudable though it seems at pre ent not to he feared By-o large 
an addition to her troops she would hare be n enabled to frustiale 
those de«ignrwhich her success mav incline the King of Prussia to 
form agnmst hei for with whatever tranquillity he maynowseem 
to look upon this general commo lOD hi conduct gives us no lea 
on to imagine tlut he bav changed hi* maxims that he is now for 
getful or negligent of hi own mteixst or that he will not snatch 
the fret oppoituintv of aggiandizing him elf by new pretensions to 
the Queen of Ilungaiy > dominions 

At least my I oi ds It may vnthout scruple be asserted that the 
hopes which som», either form or aOect of engaging him in a con 
fedemey for the suppoit of the Pragrantick Saw tion arc m rely 
chimencal He who h-s hitherto con idered no intcie t’but his 
own he V ho has peihaps endangered him elf by attempting to 
weaken the onl) power to which he as well as the othei pimces of 
the empire can have recourse for protection from the ambition of 
1 iTincc 4-ncl has Iheicfore broken the lules of j>olicj onlr to gratify 
a f vountepas ion will scarce!) concur m tl e exaltation of tliatfa 
luily which ho lias so lately endeavoured to depre s and which he 
hassomucIiexaspcratcdagaiD t him If he is -t length mv Lords 
alarmed at the ambition of th** JIou e of Bourbon and has learned 
not to facilitate tho c de igns which ^rc m reality formed against 
himself it cannot le doubted that heJooI s with equal fear on the 

^0I. II r 


DEBATE ON 


TeHt. 1 , 




House of Austria, that he knows his safety to consist only in the 
weakness of both, and that in any contest between them, the ut- 
most that can be hoped from him is neutrality 

But, my Lords, he whose security depends only on a supposition, 
that men will not deviate fiom right reason or tiue pohej, is in a 
state which can affoid him very little tranquillity or confidence 
whatever is necessarily to be preserved, ought to be defended, not 
only from certain and constant danger, but from casual and possible 
injuries, and among the icst, fiom those winch may proceed from 
the mutability of the will, or the depravation of understanding , nor 
shall we sufficiently establish the House of Austria, if we leave itli- 
able to be shaken whenever the King of Prussia shall feel his amb'- 
tion lekindled, or his inalev olence excited , we must not leave 
dependent on the friendship or policy of the neighbounng powers, 
but must enable it once more to awe the empnc, and set at defiance 
the malice of its enemies 

Tins, my Lords, might have been done by a liberal subsidy, by 
which armies might have been levied, gairisons established, and 
cities fortified, and why any other method was pursued, what rea- 
son can be assigned ’ What, but an inclination to aggrandize and 
enrich a contemptible province, and to deck with the plunder of 
Britain the electorate of Hanoi ei ^ 

It has been suspected, my Loids (nor has the suspicion been 
' Without foundation), that oui measures have long been legulatcd by 
the interest of his Majesty’s electoral teiiitoiies , these have been 
long considered as a gulf into which the treasures of this nation 
have been thiown, and it has been obseived, that the state of the 
country has, since the accession of its princes to this throne, been 
changed without any visible cause , affluence has begun to wanton 
in their towns, and gold to glitter in their cottages, without the 
discovery of mines, or the increase of then trade, and new domi- 
nions have been pui chased, of which it can scarcely be imagined, 
that the value was paid out of the revenues of Hanover 

This, my Lords, is unpopular, illegal, and unjust , yet this might 
be borne; in consideration of gieat advantages, of the protection of 
our trade, and the support of our honour But there aie men who 
dare to whisper, and who, perhaps, if their suspicions receive new 
confirmation, vvdl pubhckly declare, that for tlie pieservation of 
Hanoi er, our commerce has been neglected, and our honour im- 
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paired that to secure Hanoter from mrasion the House of Bour 
bon lias been courted and the family of Austria embarrassed and de 
pressed These men as ert without hesitation tliat when we en 
tered into n league wth rrance against the Emperor and the Spa 
niards m the reign of the late Emperor no part of the British do 
minions were in danger, and that the alarm which was raised to 
reconcile the nation to measures so contrarj to lho«c which former 
ages had pursued was a fictitiom detestable artifice of wicked po 
Jicy bj which Britain was engaged m the defence of dominions to 
which we owe no regard as we can reccne no real advantage from 
them 

It were to be wished that no late instance could be produced of 
conduct regulated b} the same principles and that this shameful 
this pernicious parlialitj, had been uni\cr«ally allowed to base 
ceased with the late reign but it has nexer vet been shown that 
the late neutnhty b) which llanoTU was preserved did not re- 
strain the arms of Britain nor when it Im been asked why the 
bpanish army was when within reach of the cannon of the Bntish 
nav) peaceably transported to Italy has any other reason been os 
Signed than tliat the transports could not be dcstn>)ed without a 
breach of the neutrality of Hanover 

This my Lords is a subject on whicli I could hateonlybeen m 
duced to dwell by my zeal for the present cstablisluncnt and my 
personal afilction for lus Majesty It is universally allowed that 
notonly the lionourand prospenU but the afety of a British mon 
arch depends upon the afiectioib of his subjects , and that nci 
thev splcwdvd Icvcvs wov large wot stawdvng tuvaves caw 

secure his happiness or liis power any longer than the people are 
convinced of his tenderness and regard of his attention to their 
complaints and Ins zeal for their interest If therefore it should 
ever he generally believed that our king considers this nation only 
as appendent to lus electoral dominions that he promotes the in 
terest of his former subjects at the cxpence of those by whom he has 
been exalted to this awful throne ^and that our commere ourtrea 
surcs and our lues arc sacrificed to the safety or to the cnlaige- 
ment of distant territories wliat can be expected’ What but mur 
miirs disaffection and distrust md their natural consequences in 

urrection and rebellion’ rebellion of winch no man can foitsecthe 
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e\eut, and by whitli that man may peihaps be placed upon tho 
thione, whom we have so wisely evcluded and so solemnly abjui’ed 

Of this unieasonable regard to the interest of Hanover^ the con- 
tract which we are now considering exhibits, if not a pioof too ap- 
parent to be denied, ^et such an appeal ance as W'c ought foi our 
6wn sakes and that oi his Majesty to obviate , and therefoie I thmk 
the addiess which is now proposed in the highest degiee reasonable , 
and am' convinced, that by complying with our request, his Majesty 
ivill gam the aneetjons of many of his subjects, whom a long 
tiain of peiniciouS mcasuies have filled with discontent, and 
pieseive the loyalty of many otheis, who, by artful representations 
of the motnes and consequences of this contract, may be ahenated 
and pen erted 

Lord Bathurst icplied to the following pm port — My Lords, 
as I have no reason to doubt of the noble Duke’s affection to the 
present royal family, I am convinced, that the aidour of his expres- 
sions IS the eCfcct of his zeal, and that the force of his representa- 
tions proceeds only from the strength of Ins conviction , and there- 
fore I am far from intending to censure any accidental negligence 
fof language, or any seeming asperity of sentiment I know, that 
the openness and dignity of mind which has incited him to declare 
Ins opinion with so much freedom, will induce him likewise to le- 
tract it, when he shall be convinced, that he has been deceived ty 
false representations, or tliat he has formed his conclusions too 
hastily. Without an attentive examination of the question in its 
'whole extent 

I shall, therefoie, cndeavoui to explain the motives upon which 
all these measures have been formed which we have heaid so 
waimly cenouied , and show, that they vveie the consequences not 
of haste and negligence, but of vigilance and circumspection , that 
they v’-eie foimed upon a deliberate survey of the complicated Th- 
'teiests of the European powers, and dictated not by a partiality to 
Hanovei, hut a faithful attention to the mteiest of Britain 

It has been already observed by a noble Loid, that there vvas no 
'choice allow^ed us , that the slate of Europe required, that we should 
"not sit unactive, and that yet there vvas no other method of actintr, 
by which we could benefit our allies, or injure our enemies, and 
that therefoie, though our interposition had not produced all the - 
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effects which our zeal might incline us to wish jet our conduct 
ought not to be condemned , becau e though ue did not press for 
^vard through the nearest path to the great object of our pur uit 
we exerted our ^utmost speed in the only way that uiis left open 
This my Lords is in my opinion aj\erj just apologj nor do I ce 
that this vindication can be confuted or im-abd^ted otherwise than 
by showing that some different measures mc^^uies equally reason 
able were equally m our power 

But because the plea of ncf^ity may perhaps be ei aded , and 
because itisatleastplea-ingtodiscoier tl^twh^tw^^nece sarynas 
likewi_e convenient I shall endcaiour to show th t our nieasureg 
have produced already such effects as have euffici ntly rewarded our 
cxpences and that wq may jet reasonably hope that greater ad 
vantages will arise ftom them 

There are indeed some whom it will not be easy to satisfy some 
who declare not against the mannei in winch the war is pio ecuted 
but against the war iLelf, who think the pow er of IVance. too foi 
inidable to be oppo ed and the British people too much exhausted 
or enervated to hold any longer the balance of the continent 

I have indeed mylfords always declared mj e‘'f of a different 
opinion and have frequently endeavoured to rou e others from a 
kind of indolent despair and tame acquiescence m the attempts of 
iheFrench by repiesentationsoftbewealihandforcc the influence 
and alliances of our own nation ^ I hav e often as erted that I did 
hot doubt but her conquests might be stopped by v igorous opposi 
tion and that the current of her power which had by artificial raa^ 
chines of policy been raised higher than its source would subside 
and stagnate when its course was no longer assisted by cowardice^ 
and its way levelled by submis ion 

j The'e, mj Lords were mycentiments and this ivas my language 
At a time ^vhen all the powers of Europe con pired to fl>.t{er the 
jpnde of France by falling at her feet when her nod was solicitously 
watched by all the princes of the empire when there was no safety 
but by her protection nor any enterprise but b 5 *Tierpblini ion, 
when her wealth mSuenced the councils of nations when war was 
declared at her command in the remotest comers of Euroj)e and 
«Tcry contest was submitted to her arbitra ion 

Even at this time my Lords jvvas I sufficien ly confident of tlis 
power of my own countrj to et at defiance in my own mind Ih 
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gigantick state I considered all additions to its greatness rather 
as the tumour of disease than the shootings of ngour, and thought 
that its nerves grew weaker as its corpulence increased Of my 
own nation I saw, that neither its numbei-s nor its courage were 
dimmished, I had no reason to believe our soldiers oi our sailors less 
brave than their fatheis, and tlicrcfoie imagined, that whenever 
they should he led out against the same enemies they would fight 
with the same supcnoiity and the same success 

But for these hopes, my Loi ds, I was sometimes pitied by those 
who thought themselves bettei acquainted with the state of Europe 
than myself, and sometimes i idiculed by those who had been long 
accustomed to depiess then own countiy, and to represent Britain 
as only the shadow of what it once was, to deride our aiinies and 
our fleets, and desciibe us impoverished and coiTUptcd, sunk into 
cowardice, and delighted with slaveiy 
That my opinion is now likely to be justified, -and that those who 
have hitherto so confidently opposed me will soon be obliged to ac- 
knowledge then mistake, is of veiy small impoitance, nor is my 
self-love so predominant as to incline me to icckon the confirmation 
of my predictions, or the v indication of my sagacity, among the be- 
nefits which we are now about to receive We are now soon to be 
convinced that France is not irresistible, nor irresistible to Britain 
We are now to see the embroilers of the umverse entangled in their 
own schemes, and the depopulators of kingdoms destroyed m those 
fields which they have so wantonly laid waste. We shall see justice 
triumphant over oppression, and insolence trampled by those whom 
she has despised We shall see the powers of Europe once more 
equally balanced, and the balance placed again in the hands of 
Britain 

If it be required upon what events these expectations are founded , 
and if it be alleged, that we have no such resolutions to hope from 
the measures that have been hitherto pursued , it has been affiimed 
by a noble Lord, that our armies in Flanders ai e useless, and that 
our motions have^given neither courage nor strength to any other 
powers , ithat the Queen of Hungary is yet equally distressed, and 
that the French still pursue then schemes without anj. interruption 
from us or our allies I shall hope by an impai tial account of the 
present state of the continent to show, that his asseitions aie 
groundle-^s, and his opinion en oneous 
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The inactivity of our army in Tlanders has, indeed furnished a 
popular topick of declamation and ridicule It is well known how 
little the bulk of mankind are acquainted either with arts of policy 
or of uar how imperfectly they must always understand the con 
duct of ministera or general and wth what partiahty they alwajs 
determine m favour of their own nation Ignorance my Lords 
conjoined with partiahtj must ahvays produce expectations which 
no address nor courage can gratify, and it is scarcely therefore to 
be hoped that the people will be satisfied with any account of the 
conduct of our generals which does not inform them of sieges and 
battles slaughter and dei*aatation They expect that a British ar 
my should oi er run the continent m a summer that towns should 
surrender at their summons and legions retire at their shout that 
they should dnie nations before them and conquer empires by 
marching over them 

Such my Lords are the eflects which the people of Britain ex 
pect and as they have hitherto been disappointed their disappoint 
ment inclines them to complain ~They think an army useless which 
gains no Victories and ask to what purpo e the sword is drawn if 
the blood of tbeir enemies is not to be sbed^ But these are not the 
sentiments of your Inidshtps whose acquaintance with publick af 
fairs infoims }ou that victories arc often gained where no standards 
are taken nor newspapers filled with lists of the slain and that by 
drawing the sword opportunely tlie necessity of striking is often 
preicnted lou know that the army ivhich hovers oier a country 
and draws the forces which defend it to one part may destroy it 
without imading it by exposing it to the mmsionof another and 
that he who withholds an army from action is not less useful to his 
ally than he that defeats it 

1 his my Lords is the present use of our troops in Flanders the 
French are kept in continual terror and are obliged to detach to 
that frontier those troops which had they not been thus divei ted 
would have been cmplojed m the empire and surely an army is not 
unactive which withholds i double number from prosecuting their 
design 

That our motions haie not encouraged other powers to fulfil 
their cnpajjCments or to unite in the defence of the general liberty 
of Europe cannot truly be asserted The Dutch apparently waken 
from their slumber whetherlt was real or affected they at least dis 
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cover less ‘fear oT the French^ ahcl ha\’e already given sMch proofs of 
their inclination to join* ■with rts as nlay encourage ais to expect^ 
that they will in , a short time form with us another confederacy, and 
-employ, their utmost efTorts in the common' cause', ■/. ■; 

. , What -they have already offered will at least enable us, to assist 
. the .Queen of Hungary with greater, numbers, and her. to employ her 
troops where she is most. pressed; for they have engaged to, garrison 
the towns of Flanders,' Vvhich, since they cannot be evacuated,, is in 
cEfect an offer of auxiliary troops.; since'if those forces had been 
iUdded to the; Austrian army, an 'equal, number of Austrians must 
■have been subducted to garrison the fi'ontier. • 

. It is, therefore, without redson, that narrow-minded censurers 
charge US With becoming the slaves of the Dutch, with fighting 
their battles and defending their hari'ier, while they pursue their 
commerce- ih tranquillit3'j enjoy jieace at the expence of British 
. blood,- and grow rich by the profusion of British treasure. It ap- 
pears, that they concur in the presenation of themselves and of Eu- 
..'rUpCi though with delays and caution; since, though they do not 
Send forces into the field, -they supply the place of those which are 
senti and enable others to destroy those whom they are not yet per- 
-Suaded'to attack themselves, 

• ■ : , The constitution of that republick is, indeed, such as makes ite 
alliance not valuable on sudden emergencies in proportion to its 
wealth and povvet.' The determinations of large assemblies are al- 
ways slow-; ibecause there are many opinions to be exammed, many 
proposals to be balanced, and many objections to be answered. But 
.-with m\tch more difficulty must any important resolution be forra- 
edy iwhere it m’ust rbe the joint act of the. whole assembly, where 
eveiy individual has a negative voice, and unanimity alone can 
'liiakera decisioh,;obligatoiy. Wherever this is the form of govern- 
mieht, ther:state lies at the mercy of everj^man who has a vote in its 
.Councils; and the (Corruption or folly or -obstinacy of one may retard 
or' defeat the most important designs,' lay his country open to the 
•inroads of an enemy, 'dissolve the most solemn alliances, and involve 
a nation in misery. 

: 'This; my Lords, I need not. obsei-ve to be the Dutch constitution, 
-nor peed -L tell this assembly, that We are not always to judge of the 
■general inclination of that, people by the procedure of their depur 
-ties, since - particular taen- may be influenced by private, yiews, -or 
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corrupted by secret promises or bribes ^ and those designs may be 
rctaided b) their artifices which the honest and impartial universally 
approve This is, perhaps, tlie true reason of the present delays 
which have furnished occasion to such loud complaints, complaints 
of which we may hope quickly to luve an end j since it can hardly 
be doubted, but the general voice of the people will there, as in 
other places, at last prev ail, and the prejudices or i»assions of pri- 
vate men give waj to the interest of the publick. ^ 

That the Queen of Hungary is now equally distressed, and that 
she has received no advantage from the a«sistancc, which we hare 
at so great an c.\i>cnce appeared to givis her, is likcwLsc very far from 
being true. Let any man compare her present condition, with that 
in which she was before Britain engaged m her cause, and it will 
easily be percclv cd, how much she owes to the alliance of this na- 
tion. She was then Iljing before her enemies, and rcducetl to seek 
for shelter in the rcmotcat part of her dominions, while her capital 
was fortified in c.\pcctation of a siege. Tho«c who then were dis- 
tributing her provinces, and who almost hovered over her only rc- 
jnalnmg kingdom, are now retiring before her troops The army by 
whicli it was intended that her territories in Italy should be taken 
from her, U now stoning in the countries which it presumed to in- 
vade; and the troops, which were sent to its as«istancc, ore lan- 
guishing at the feet of mountains which they will never pass. 

Tlic«e arc the cficcts, myLoids, of those measures, which for 
.want ofbeing completely understood, or attentively considered, liave 
been so vehemently censurctl. These measure®, my Lonls, however 
^TnjntncicfaB, ^lowcver vm«easonaVi<^ have embarrassed the designs ot 
Trance, and given relief to the Queen of Hungary; they liave ani- 
mated the Dutch to action, and kindled in all the powers of Europe, 
twho were intimidated by tbc Frcncli armies, new hopes and new 
resolutions j they hav e indeed made a general change in the state of 
Europe, and giv cn a new inclinatiou to the balance of power, Nqt 
many months liave elapsed, since every man appeared to consider 
the Sovereign of Trance as the universal monarch, whose will vv^ 
not to be opposed, and whose force was not to be resisted. We now 
^cc his menaces despised and his propositions rejected; every one 
now appears to hope rather than to fear, though lately a general 
panick was spread over this part of the globe, and fear had so en- 
grossed mankind, thatscaredy a roan presumed to hope. 
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But it is objected, my Lords, that though our measures should be 
allowed not to have been wholly incfFectual, and our money appear 
not to have been squandered only to pay the troops of Hanover, yet 
our conduct is very for from meriting cither applause or approba- 
tion 5 since much greater advantages might have been purchased at 
mucli less expence, and by methods much less invidious and dan- 
gerous. 

The Queen of Hungaiy might, in the opinion of these censurers, 
have raised an hundred thousand men with the money which we 
must expend in hiring only sixteen thousand, and might have 
destroyed those enemies whom we have hitherto not dared to 
attack. 

Those who make this supposition the foundation of their censures, 
appear not to remember, that the Queen of Hungar}'’s dominions, 
like those of other princes, may by war be in time exhausted ; that 
the loss of inhabitants is not repaired in any cotmfrj’ but by slow 
degrees ; and that there is no place yet discovered where money 
will procure soldiem w'ithout end, or where new harvests of men 
rise up annually, ready to fight those quarrels in which their pi cdc- 
cessors were swept away. If the money had, instead of being em- 
ployed in hiring auxiliaries, been remitted to the Queen, it is not 
probable that she could at any rate have brought a new army to- 
gether. But it is certain, that her new troops must ha\-e been 
without arms and without discipline. It might have been found, 
perhaps, in this general disturbance of the world, not easy to have 
supplied them with weapons ; and it is well known how long time 
is required to teach raw forces the art of war, and enable them tq 
stand before a veteran enemy. 

It was, therefore, necessary to assist her rather with troops than 
money ; and since troops were necessarily to be hired, why should 
we employ the forces of Hanover less willingly than those of any 
other nation? To assert that they, have more or less courage than 
others is chimerical, nor can any man suppose them either more 
brave or timorous than those of the neighbouring countries, with- 
, put discovering the meanest prejudices, and the narrowest concep- 
ttiqns; without showing that he is wholly unacquainted with human 
nature, and that he is influenced by the tales of nurses, , and the 
boasts of children. 

There was, therefore, no objection against the troops of Hanover, 
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that \ns not of equal strength ogalnst nil foreign trooiM 5 and there 
was at least one argument in thdr favour, tliat they were subjects 
of the same prince j and that therefore we could have no reason to 
fear their defection, or to susjMiCt their fidelity. 

The electorate of Hanover, with whatever contempt or indigna- 
tion some persons may aflect to mention it, U to be considered at 
least as a state In alliance with Hritain, and to rccchc from us that 
support which the terms of tliat alliance may demand. 

Any other regard, my I.ords, indeed it is not necessary to con- 
tend forj sine® it cannot be proved, that in this transaction we 
have acted otherwise than os \\ ith allies, or hired the trDO(i3 on con- 
ditions which those of any other nation would not have obtained, or 
on any which they uill not descnc; since your Lordships have 
received assurances, that they arc ready to enter the field, and to 
'march into Germany against the common enemy. That ue might 
have raised new troops in our own nation, and have augmented our 
army vidth an equal number of men, cannot be denied ; nor do I 
doubt, my Lords, but our countrymen would be equally formidable 
with any other forces j but It must be rcmembci cd, that on army 
is not to be levied In an instant, and that our natives, however 
warlike, arc not bom with the knowledge of the use of arms 1 and 
who knows, whether Europe might not have been enslaved before 
a British army could have been raised and disciplined for its 
deliverance ? "* 

‘ ^Tvelhcr this account of our measures will satisfy tho'c who 
have Iiilherto condemned them, F am not able to forclcl. There 
arc, indeed, some reasons for suspecting, that they blame not, be- 
cause they disapprove, but because they tliink it necessary cither to 
the character of discernment or of probity, to censure the minislrr, 
whatever maxims arc pursued. Of this disposition it is no slight 
proof, that contrary measures have been sometimes condemned by 
the same men with the same vehcmcnccj and that even compliance 
with their dehiands has not stilled their outciics. Wlien the mi- 
nistry appeared unwilling to engage in tlic war of Germany, with- 
out the concuirence of the other powers who had engaged to sup- 
port the Pragmatick Sanction, they were hourly reproached with 
being the slaves of France^ with betra}ing the gencml cki«e of 
Europe, and with repressing that generous ardour, by which oui 
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ancestors have been incUed to stand forth as the asscrtnis ofunivcioal 
Jiberty> and to fight the quarrel of mankind. Tlicy were marked 
Out as either cowards or traitors, and doomed to infamy as the 
accomplices oftyramiy, engaged in a conspiracy against their allies, 
their countty, and their posterity. 

At length tlie Britons have roused again, and again declared 
themselves the siqipoi tcrs of right, whenever ityured ; tlicy have 
again raised their standards in tlic continent, and prepare to march 
again through those regions where their victories are yet ccicbi'ated, 
and their bravery yet reverenced. The hills of GcrniP.ny will again 
sound with the shouts of tipt people %vho once maiehcd to her de- 
liverance through all the obstructions that art or power could form 
■against them, and which broke throiigh the pass of Schcllcml>ourg, 
to rout the armies that w’cre mnc'cd behind it. 

O ■ ■ 

Now it might he c.xjiected, my Lords, that at least those who 
were before dissatisfied, should declare their approbation j for 
surely where peace or neutrality is improper, there is nothing left 
but war. Yet experience shows us, that men resolved to blame will 
' never want pretences for venting llicir malignity ; and rvhcrc no- 
thing but malignity is the consequence of opposite mcasui'cs, we 
must necessarily conclude, that there is a fixed resolution to blame, 
and that all vindications will be ineffectual. 

Solme have, indeed, found out a middle course between censure 
apd approbation, and declare, that they think these measures now 
justifiable, because we have proceeded too far to retreat with 
honour 5 and that though at first a better scheme might have been 
formed, yet this, which has hitherto been pursued, ought not now 
, to be changed. 

I, my Lords, though it is not of very great importance to con- 
fute an opinion by which the measures of the government will not 
-be pbstriicted, cannot forbear to declare mjself of different senti- 
ments, and to assert, in opposition to artful calumnies and violent 
.invectives, that the present measures were originally right, that they 
.were such as prudence would dictate, and experience approve, and 
.suchas :wc ought again to take, if we have again the power of choice. 

. v\-L am^ indeed, far doubting, but these measures will in a 
short time be justified by success j a criterion by which, however 
unjustly, the greatest part of mankind wBl alvyays judge of, the 
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coQiluct of thcir goYfrr.ors j for it b npi^rcnt, 'my Ijonl?, (lint 
hoVnvjvcr the Trerieh power, commerce, and w«iUh, ha\c been 
by thoje Ih-it citlar !o»c cr fear them, (hey will not 
lon^ be n’dc to stand n^in't usj their fumb will in a fhort lime 
fail them, and their armies must he tlh^nniL’tJ, \rhtn (hey can ro 
longer’ be 'inhl, Ic't, Instrul of jTotcctin^ (heir coimliy, they 
ihoiilJ be Ir.cHnotl ia plmnler it. 

. llje nbumlmce of mir trcalth, my l^onb, nnd the profit of onr 
tommerre, arc ‘nfTiciently apparent ficm the price of our eloebs, 
sshich were never before supported at the fame bright for so lonj 
U linlc 5 and of the fall of which neithtr an actual wnr with Sjiain, 
lior the danger which has been suggested of another with rnincr, 
with Fnince in the full |»o*?c?‘k>n of all hs boarfed ailrantages, Iiaj 
yet been able to produce any token. Another jiroof of the exuber- 
ance of our riches, and (he prosperity of onr commerce by which 
they arc ncijuiretl, Is (he facility with width the gmernmenl can 
raise In an instant the greatest eums, and the low inlcrcat at which 
they arc obtained, if «e compare mir state In iMt respect with 
tli. 1 t of rnnee, the insuperahle diflictillit's imder which llxy must 
contend with w, will »u(Ticicnt]y tli*ctner ihimscKw. It U well 
knotrn, my l/inb, that we luiec Lately rwised tlie money which ll.o 
I ervice of cacli jear iv/}uirc*l, at the lute rtt.t of llure fur a liundrw! j 
*nor ii It JiLely that there will be any necessity of lirgrr Inttwt* 
though our nnnu.il demands were to b.* c/pial to Ihnsc of the h‘t 
war. But the rrcnch arc well known to nhc the nuns which 
their exigencies require on' rciy dir.fcni tcuns, and to hive jaid 
'ten fur a hundred for all the money which Ihrir Ule projects lunc 
required; pwjcclswhleh lhfyC.innot pursue long at such cnorninta 
cipcncc, and by which their country n.Uit in a sliori lime be ruined, 
even without opj>ositlou. 

While we Can, therefore, rahe three millions fnr Uvj than the 
Trench run ob(.iln one, and by con«cqurncc mpport three regU 
■ments at (he tame oxpenoe as one ii sujijKitleJ in their stniee, we 
liavc surely no ix^sou to dread the buperiority of their numlurs, or 
to fear (hat (lu.*)’ will conquer by exhausting u». 

TliiLs, my I.onU, 1 have delivered my ojiinion with freedom and 
lmp.irtblitv ; and shall {vaticntly licnrlxn to any objeclitias tint 
'ahall .arise against it, ^iipjjorted by the con'CJouine««, tlut a confu- 
.talion will only show me, that I have been mictah-'n ; hut vill nut 
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deprive me of the satisfaction of rcllccting, that I have not l)ccn 
wanting to my country 5 and tliaf. if I have njiprovcd or defended 
improper measures^ I at least consulted no other interest than that 
of Britain. 

Lord IlEnvny spoke next to the following ctTcct: — My I^rds, it 
is not without that concern whicli every man ought to feel at the 
apparent njrjrroach of publick calamities, that I have heard the mra- 
surcs which arc now the subject trf our enquiry so weakly defended, 
when their vindication is endeavoured with so much ardour, and 
laboured with so much address. 

The objections which press upon the mind, at the first and 
slightest view of our proceedings, arc such as n’qviirc the closest 
attention, such as cannot but alarm every man who luis studied the 
interest of his count ly, and who sincerfdy entkavours to promote 
itj and therefore it might be hojicd, that those \vho appear to 
have thought them insufficient, arc able to juaiducc in opposition 
to them the strongest arguments, and the clearest deductions, 

AVhen we attempt the consideration of our present condition, 
and enquire by what means our prosperity may be secured, the 
first reflection that occurs, is, that we arc tinders, tliat all our 
power is the consequence of our wealth, and our wpilth the pro- 
duct of our trade. It is well known, that tiadc can only be pur- 
sued under the scairity of peace; that a nation which has a larger 
commerce, must make war on disadvantageous terms against one 
that has less ; as of two contiguous countries, the more fruitful has 
most to fear from an invasion by its neighbour. 

It is visible likewise to any man who considers the situation of 
Britain, that there is no nation by which our trade can in time of 
war be so much obstructed as by France, of which the coasts are 
opposite to ours, and which can send out small vessels, and seize 
our merchants in the mouths of our harbours, or in the channel of 
which we boast the soveieignty : and all those who have heard or 
read of the last war, in whicli we gained so much honour, and so 
little advantage, know .that the privateers of France injured ns 
more than its navies or its armies; and that a thousand victories 
on the,,Gonlinbnt, where we were only contending for t he rights of 
others, were a very . small recompcncc for IhC: obstiuction of our 
commerce ; ncir can he feel mUch tenderness for mankind, who 
would purchase by the ruin and distress of a- thousand families. 
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industrious and innocent, the momentai; festivity of a triumph, or 
the idle glare of an illumination. ' 

Yet, my Lords, this nation, honcrer zealous for its commerce, Is 
about to engage inavvur, in a war with the only slate by which 
our commerce can be impaired j it is about to support new armies 
on the continent without allies, and uathout treasure. 

That we arc without treasure, and that our trade, by which only 
our funds can be supplictl, has lately been very much diminished, is 
too easy to prove in opposition to the specious duplay which the 
noble Lord, who spoke last, has been pleased to make of the c\^ 
ubcrancc of our wealth. 

If the abundance of our riches be such as It has been represented, 
vrhj arc nn measures formctl for the payment of tlic piibhck debts 1 
of which no man will eay, tliat they ore not In themselves a ca* 
lamily, nnd the source of many calamities j et greater ; of wliich it 
cannot be tjenied, tliat they multiply dependence by which our con- 
lUlution rujy sometimes be endangered. Why are lho<e debts not 
only tin]nid, but increased by annual additions to such a height, 
that the (lajment of tlicm must soon become desperate, and the 
publick sink under the burthen^ 

That our trade, my Lords, and by consequence our wealth, is 
of kite diminished, may be proved bcj'ond controversy, even lo 
those vvho^c interest It is not to believe It, and upon whom, there- 
fore, it cannot be expected, that arpiments will liavc a great cITecL 
The produce of the customs was the last year less by half a million 
than the mean revenue j and as our customs must always bear a 
certain proportion to trade, we may form nn indi«putable estimate 
from them of its increa'c or its decline. 

Tlie rise of our stocks, my Lords, is such a proof of lichca, os 
dropsical tumours are of health 5 it shows not the cirailaiion, but 
the stagnation, of our money; and tlmugh it may flatter us with a 
•f il«e appearance of plenty for a time, will soon prove, that it is both 
the cfiect and cause of poverty, and will end in weakness and 
destruction 1 - ^ ' 

When commerce flourishes, when its profit is certtrin and «eairc, 
men will employ their money in the exchange of commodities, by 
which greater advantage may be gained, than by putting it into tJie 
hands of brokers; but when every ship is in danger of being in- 
tercepted by privateen, and the insurer divide^ the pmfit of every 
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voyage with the merchant,, it is natural to choose a safer,, though a 
less' profitable ti-afTick; and rather to treasure money in the funds, 
than exiiosc it on the ocean. 

But, my'Lorcls, the ministers themselves have HufTicienlly declared 
their opinion of the state of the national wealth, by the method 
which they have taken to raise those supjiHcs of which they boast 
with how great facility they arc mised. 

‘ \Vhen they found that ncw cxpcnccs required new taxes, it was 
heccssary to examine what could be taxed, or upon wliicb ])art of 
the nation any other burthens could be laid without inmiediatc 
ruin. They turned over the catalogue of all our manufactures, ami 
found, that scarcely any of the convcniencics, 'or even the ne- 
cessaries of life, were without an impost. Tlicy examined all the 
classes of our traders, and readily discovered, that the greatest 
huuibcr of those who enclca\uuvcd to support themselves by honest 
industry, were struggling with, poverty, and scarcely able to pro- 
vide to-day what would be necessary to-monow\ 'J'hcy saw our 
prisons crowded with debtors, and our papers tilled with the names 
of bankrupts, of whom many may be supposed to liavc miscarried 
without idleness, extravagance, or folly. 

• They saw', therefore, ray Lords, that industiy must sink under 
Ahy-'addition to its load, 'a consideration which could aCbrd no 
proof of the abundance of our wealth. Th.cy saw that our com- 
modities w'ould be no longer manufactured, if their taxes were 
increased; and therefore, it was ncccssarj' lo raise money by some 
other method, since all those wliicb have been hitherto practised 
Were precluded.. 

This, my Lords, was no easy task; but, however difficult, 
it has been accomplished; and to those great politicians must 
posterity be indebted fora new scheme of supplying the expenccs 
of a w'ar. 

In the time of the late ministry it had been observed, that 
•Ji-unkenness was become a vice almost universal among the com- 
mon people; and , til at as the liquor which they generally drank 
\Vas such that they could destroy their reason by a small quantity, 
and at a small expence, the consequence of general drunkenness 
was 'general idleness; since no man would w'ork any longei- than 
was necessary to lay him asleep for the remaining part of the day. 
They ' remarked likewise, . that - the liquor ayhich *11101' generally 
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drank to the Ua d<'i;rce prmiclou? to licaltli* and dcstnirtire 
of lliat corporeal tigoiir bj* which the htwlncs* of life U to ba 
carriol oaj and a Uw therefore matte, by which it %ra< in* 
tcndwl tint t)n< •pedes of ddntichery, «> pceulhrly fatal, Bhotild 
be prevented. 

Agoinit tlie end of thU latr no ron Ini hith-rto nude tlie leait 
objection I no one lias iLaml to ilgnallre hlm'rlf ai on open ad. 
Tocate for rice, ornllemptcd topmie tluat dnmkenne«i wai not 
injurio^w to eodety, nntl contniy to the traic cnd« of human bdng. 
Tlic cnconragcment of wielcwincfs of th!» Blameful kind, wicketl* 
ness c<pnlly contemptible and liatcful, ivtti le^cracd for the pre*ent 
miniilry, who are now aljoiit lo supply Ihoy* fundi whtcli they 
lui-e cxhaujted hy idle pngect* nnd romantic cxpcthlioni, nl the 
cipcnce of hcaltli end i-irfuej tifco liarc rllscmcrial n method or 
reendUng nnn5<'» by the dtslnictJon of lb<*Ir fellmN-fubjcct^ ; end 
while they boa*t thetmt b« the a*icrtors of liberty, arc cn/lcatour* 
ing to cfi'Larc m by the introduction of llio*e iice<, wldeh fn all 
countriei, and In every age, Lart made wny for dopollc power. 

Even this expedient, my Lnrdi, must in n »hort lime fail them j 
the products of vice as well ai of commerce inu‘l in time lie cx» 
haustedj and what a\ill then retnalnl Tl>e honest nnd indmtrious 
must feel llie wa-ight of tome new imposition, whlcJi the lagaeity 
of experienced opprc«ion may find means to lay upon them j they 
will then first find tlic licnefit of thli ncir Law, pince Ihry auy, hv 
the use of tho‘c liquors which arc Indulged them, put a speed) end 
lo tint life which theymailcunablc tosuppnrt. 

Tlic means by whicli the cxpcnces of our present designs are to 
be supported, such mrans, my I/jrd«, as were ncacryet practised by 
anyptatc, Iiowx*scr cxlLaujtcd,or liosstSTrendangeretl, means which 
a wise nation siould Bcnreely u*e to n-pcl an inmdor from the ca- 
pital, or to ral»c worlis to keep off a general inundatron, raise )ct 
stronger motions of indignation, when It is considered for sshat 
designs these cx|)cncc3 ore required. 

'\Vc arc noiv, my lords, raising armies, and hiring ouxithrics, 
for an expetUUonof wliicli no necessity can bcdi«co\ered, nnd from 
which neither honour nor odmntagc can be expected ; we arc about 
to force from the jwoplc the last irroaias of their'propcrty, and to 
harass with exactions those who ore already languishing with po* 
Tcrty j not for the preserration of our liberty, or the defence of our 
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country/but for the support of the Pragmriiclc Sanction, for the cx- 
ecution of a very unjust scheme formed by the late King, to v/hich. 
he purchased. at different times, on different emergencies, the con- 
currence of other powers ; but to which he failed to put the last 
seal of confirmation, perhaps in hopes of a male heir, and left the 
design, which he had so long and so industriously laboured, to be at 
last completed by the kindness of his allies; having, by an unsuc- 
cessful war against the Turks, exhausted his treasure, and weakened 
his troops. 

. Whether we shall now engage in this design ; whether we shall, 
for the defence of the Pragmatick Sanction, begin another war on 
the continent, of winch the duration cannot be determined, Ihe 
expence estimated, or the event foreseen; whether wc sliall contend 
at once with all the Princes of the House of Bomhon, and entangle 
ourselves in a labyrinth of , different schemes ; whether we shall 
provoke France to inten'upt our commerce, and invade our colonics, 
and; stand without the assistance of a single ally against those powers 
that .lately set almost all Eutojkj at defiance, is now to be deter- 
mined by your Lordships.. 

It can scarcely be e.xpected, that the French will treat us only aa 
auxiliaries, and satisfy ■ themselves with attacking us only where 
they find themselves opposed by us ; they will undoubtedly, .my 
Lords, consider us as pincipals, since they, can sufi'er little inore- 
by declaring war against us, 

. These, ray Lords> are. the dangers to be feared from the mea- 
sures which we are now persuaded to pursue; but persuaded ijy 
arguments xvhich, in my, opinion, ought to have very little in- 
fluence upon us, and which , have not, yet been able, however 
artfully or zealously enforced, to prevail upon the Dutch to, unite 
with us. . , 

: It has, indeed,, been asserted,.. that. the Dutch appear inclined to- 
assist us : but of that inclination stronger proofs ought surely to be 
produced, before we take auxiliarie-s into pay, and transport troops 
into another country, w'hrch have been so often represented to have 
been raised for the defence of their own,. or collect money from the 
publick by the propagation of: wickedness. 

• Of. this fevgurable inclination in the Dutch I am the more doubt- 
ful,; because it is contrary to the e.xpectations of all mankind, and 
to the maxims by which they liave generally regiilated their con- 
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duct. There have been many late instances t)f their patient submis- 
*ion to the invasion of piivUeges to which they have thought them- 
lelves entitled, and of their preferenceof peace/ though sometimes pur- 
chased with the loss of honour j or, what he supposed to touch 

a Dutchman much more neaily, of profit, to the devastation and 
expence and hazards of war; and it C2in hardly be supposed by any 
who know their character, that they will b^ more zealous for the 
rights of others than for their own , or that they will, for the sup- 
port of the Queen of Hungary, sacrifice that security and tranquilhty 
which they have preferred at the expence. of their commerce at one 
time, and by passive submission to insults at another. 

That a nation like this, my Lords, will in the quairel of another 
engage in any but moderate measures, is not to be expected . it is 
not improbable, that they may endeavour by embassies and negotia- 
tions to adjust the present disputes, or offer their mediation to^the 
contending powers } but I am very fat from imagining, that they 
will find in themselves any disposition to raise armies, or ci^ujp fleets, 
that they will endanger the bamer which has been so dearly pur- 
chased, or expose themselves to the hazards and terrors of a French 
wars and am, tlieiefore, inclined to beheve> that if any tendency 
towards such jneasures now appears, it is only the effect of the pre- 
sent heat of sohie v ehement declaimers, or the secret machination 
of some artful projectors amongthem, who have formed chimerical 
plans of a new system of Europe, and Jiave in their imaginations 
regulated the distribution of dominion and power, or who perhaps 
have diminished their patrimonies by negligence and extravagance, 
and hope to repair them in tiroes of confusion, and to glean part of 
that harvest of treasure w hich the pubhek must bs obliged to yield in 
time of war. 1 am still indtned to believe, tliat the true interest of 
the republick will be con«uUed, that policy will prevail over in- 
trigue, and that only moderate measures Will be pursued by the 
general council of the States 

. Moderate measures, my Lords, if not always the mosthonourable 
in the opinion of minds vitiated hy faUe notions of grandeur, are at 
least alvvajs the most safe-; ^and are, therefore,, eligible at least, till 
the scene of affaii-s begins to open, and the success of a more 
vigorous conduct may with some d^ree of certainty be foreknown j 
and it Hvu«.t at least be thought imprudent for those to liazardmuch 
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wild can gam’ notliiVig, and therefore it will ndt be 6asy to assign 
any reason that may justify our conduct On the present occasion. 

is not improbable, my Lords, that those who have now obtained 
{he direction of our affairs, ihay be influenced by the general disap- 
{irobation which the Britisli people showed of the pacific conduct of 
ihe late ministry, and may liavd resolved to endeavour after applause, 
by shov/ing more spirit and activity. But, my Ixircls, of two oppo- 
site schemes it is not impossible ihat both may be wTong, and that 
the middle way only may be safej nor is it uncommon for those 
Who arc precipitately flying from one extreme, to rush blindly upon 
another. 

But our tninistr}', my Lords, have found out a method of com- 
plicating eiTore which none of their predecessors, however stig- 
matised for ighomnee and absurdity, have hitherto been able to 
attain ; they have been aide to reconcile the extremes of folly, and 
to endanger the publicli interest at the same time, by inactivity and 
rbmahtick tchicrity. 

No accusation against the laic rhim'stry was more general, more 
htfbeidus, or more adapted to incense the people, than that of 
heglectlhg the war against Spain ; this was the subject of all the in- 
vectives which 'iverc vented against them in the Senate, or dispersed 
iniong the people; fdr ftiis they were charged with a secret confe- 
deracy against their touhtiy, witii disregard of its commerce and its 
aiiiiSj and with a design to ruin the iiation for no other end than to 
buriisli the inerchahts. 

To this accusatibh, iny Lords, diligently pro])agatcd, willingly 
received, arid; to confess the truth, confirmed by some appearances, 
do tllo's’c owe their poVver, who now preside over thb affairs • 
of the riatiori; arid it iriiglit, therefore, have been hoped, that by 
their jrrbmdtibn, brie of our griCvarices would hbve beeri taken away, 
arid that at least the War against Spain would liave been vigorously 
prosecuted. . . 

But this riiiriistry, iny Lords, have only furnisbed a new instance 
of the credulity of iiiariikirid, of the delusion of outward appear- 
ances; arid of the folly of hoping with too great ardour for 'any 
. event, arid of trusting any man with too great confidence. No 
sboribr were they poisesked of the power to which their ambition 
bad 5b long ri^jirbd, ail'd of the -salaries iyliich had with so much 
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fagcme^ b^en cote^ted by their arariqe, than they forgot the com* 
’ plaints of the merchants, the value of commerce, the honour of the 
British flag, the danger of our American territories, and the great 
importance of the uar,unth Spain, and contented themselves with 
ordering convoys for our merchants, instead of destroying the 
^nemy by whom they arc molested. 

The fleets which are floating from one coast to another in the 
|vlediterranean, and whicdi sometimes strike terror into tlie harm- 
less inhabitants of an open coast, or threaten, hut only threaten, 
destruction to an unfortified town, I am ^ery far fiom considering 
^ armaments fitted out against the Spaniards, who neither feel nor 
fear any great injury from them : their trade may be, indeed, some- 
what impeded, but tliat inconvenience is amply compensated by 
^heir depredations up 9 n our merchants : their navies may be con^ 
fined to their own ports, or to those of France; but these navies ar^ 
not very necessary to them, since they arc not sufficiently powerful 
to oppose us on the ocean; and therefore they nho are thus con? 
fined, sufler less than those who confine them. ^Ve Jiavc, indeed, 
the empty pleasure of seeing ourselves lords of the sea, and o^ 
shaking the ^coasts with voUics of our cannon; but we purchase the 
jtriumph at a very high price, and shall find ourselves in time weaje- 
ened by a useless ostentation of superiority. 

The only parts of the Spamsh dominions in which they can receive 
any hurt from our forces, are those countries which they possess 
in America, and from which they receive the gold and silver which 
inflame their pride, and incite them to insult nations more powerful 
than themselves. By seizing any part of those wealthy regions, we 
shall stop the fountain of their treasure, re^iuce them to immediate 
penury, and compel them to solicit peace upon any conditions th^t 
shall condescend to offer them. 

The necessity of invading these countries, my Lords, was per- 
fectly understood, and very distinctly explained, when the forces 
destined for that expedition were delayed, and when the attempt at 
Cartbagena miscarried 5 notliing was more pathetical than the com- 
plaints of the patriots, who spared no labour to inform either the 
Senate or the jiation of the advantages which success would have 
procured. But what measures have been talcen to repair our losses, 
pr to regain our honour; or what ^ew schemes have been forx^e(| 
for making an attack more forable upon some weaker part ? ^ 
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Every one can vcinenihcr, tlml tlic miscarriage of (hat cntcrjirise 
was imputed not to its difficulty, nor to the coui-agc of the Spa- 
niards, nor to the strength of their works, hut to the unskilfnlncss 
of our officers, and the impropriety of the season ; and it was, 
therefore, ivitliout doubt thought not impossible tn attack the Spa- 
nish colonies with success j but why then, my J^irds, have they 
hitherto suffered the Spaniards to discijilinc their troops, and 
strengthen their works fit leisure, that at length they may securely 
set us at defiance, and jilunder our merchants without, fear of ven- 
geance } 

Thus, my Loi'ds, lifts our real interest been neglected in pursuit 
hot of any other scheme of equal fidvantagc,_ hut of the empty title 
of the arbiters of Europe; we have suficred our trade to be de- 
stroyed, and our country impoverished, for the sake of holding the 
balance of potcer ; that variable balance, in which folly and ambition 
are perpetually changing the weights, and which neither policy nor 
strength could yet prcscn'c steady for a single year. 

In the prosecution of this idle scheme, we arc fibout to violate all 
the maxims of wisdom, and perhaps of .justice; we arc about to 
destroy the end by the means which we make use of to jiromotc it, 
to endanger our countiy more by attempting to hinder the changes 
which are projected in Europe, than llieir accomplishment will en- 
danger it, and to deliver up ourselves in France before she makes 
any demand of submission from us. 

If any excuse could be made for expeditions so likely to end in 
ruin, it must he that just.ice required tlicm ; and that if we sufTei*, 
we at least suffer in support of right, and in an lioncst endeavour 
to promote the execution of the great laws of moral equity; that 
if we fail of success, we shall always have the consolation of having 
meant well, and of having desened tho.se victories which we could 
not gain. 

But, upon an impartial survey of the' cause in which we are 
going to engage, and on which we are about to hazard our 
own happiness, and that of our posteiit}', I can discover no' such 
apparent justice on the side of the Queen of Hungary, as ought 
to incite dist ant nations to espouse her quarrel, to raise armies in. 
her favour, to consider her cause as that of human nature, and to 
^psecute those that invade her territories,' as the eueniies of general 
society^ ' ' ’ ’ • ■ ' ■ • . 
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The Pragmatlcli Sanction, my Lords; bj’ tvhich she claims all the 
hcrcditaiT dominions of her family, cannot change the nature of 
right and ivrong, nor in\‘aliditc any claim before sulisisting, unless 
by the consent of the prince by whom it was made. Tlic Llcctor 
of Ba^-ari.a may therefore urge in hU o‘.rn defence, that by tlic 
elder si'ter he has a clear and indisputable right, a right from 
which he neser recoiled, as lie nc^cr concurred in the Pragmatick 
Sanction j he may therefore charge this illustrious princes^, for 
wliom so many troops are rai«c»!, and for whom bo much blood is 
about to be shcil, with usurpation, with detention of tlic dominions 
of other potentates, and with an obstinate ussertion of a false title. 

'fliat the Pragmatick Sanction is generally understood to be un- 
just, appears solTiclcntly from the conduct of Iho-c jiow ers who, 
though engaged by solemn stipuhtlons to support it, }et look un- 
concerned on the sjolatlon of it, and appear cOminced, that the 
princes who arc now dtrjdiog among thcmsclrcs the Austtian div 
mlnioDSj produce claims which cannot be o]>poscd witliout a nuni* 
feat disregard of justice. 

The pretensions of these princes ought Indeed to base been more 
atlcntii cly considered, s\hcn this guaranty sras first demanded j for 
it b csldcnt, tliat cither no such compact ought to ha\c been made, 
or that it ought now to be ol)Scr»c<lj and tliat those who now jus- 
tify the n^lcct of it, by urging its injustice, ought to has c refused 
accession to it for the same reason. Put it b probable, that they 
will urge in their defence, what cannot easily be confuted, that 
thdr consent was obtained by mi3rcprcscnt.ations j and that he who 
has promi'cd to do any thing on tlie supposition tliat it b right, is 
not bound by tli.at pinmbc, when lie has discovered it to be wrong. 

Put though justice may, my Lonb, be pietcndcd, I am far from 
doubling, that polic}' has in reality supplied Uie motives upon which 
tliesi* powers proceed. Since the world is evidently governed mom 
by interest than virtue, I think it not unreasonable to Imagine, 
that they form their measures according to their own expectations 
of advantage j and as 1 do not bclietc our cmmtrjmcn distinguish- 
ed from the rest of mankind by any peculiar disregard of them- 
selves, it may not be iiujvroper to examine, ev en in this place, wlic- 
thor by restoring the IIou“c of Austria to its ancient greatness, we 
shall promote our ovvn happiness, or that of the empire, or of the 
rest of Europe. - . , 
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To ourselves, ray Lords, I do not see wliat, assistfincc can be given 
jin time of danger by this House, liowevcr pouerful, or lioucvcr 
friendly j for I suppose ^vc shall never suffer it to grow powerful bysca 
ps w'ell as by land, and by sea only can we receive benefits or injuries. 

"Vniat advantages the rest of Europe may promise tlicrnsclvcs 
from the restoration of the Austrian power, may be Icanicd, ray 
Lords, from the history of the great Emperor Charles the Fifth, who 
for many years kejit the world in continual alanns, ranged fi-om na- 
tion to nation with inccssiuit and insatiable ambition, made war 
only for the extinction of the Protestant religion, and employed his 
power and Ins abilities in haiiissing the neighbouring princes, and 
disturbing the tranquillity of mankind. 

Nor did his successors, my Lords, though weakened by the divi- 
sion of his- dominions, enjoy their power with greater moderation, 
or exert it to better purposes. It is well known, that they endea- 
voured the subvemion of both the liberties and religion of the sub- 
ordinate states of the empire, and that the great King of Sweden 
was called into Germany, i\s well for the ])rescrvation of the Pro- 
testant religion, as of the rights of the Electors. 

This, ray Lords, is so geuci-ally known and confessed, that Puf- 
feudorf, the best writer on the German constitution, has declared 
it disadvantageous to the empire to place at its head a prince too 
powerful by his hereditary dominions, since they will always funrish 
him with force to oppress the weaker princes ; and it is not often 
found, that he who has the pov/cr to oj)press, is restrained by j)rin- 
ciples of justice. 

It appears therefore to me, my Lords, that the late election of aii 
Emperor was made with sufficient regard to the gcncml good j and 
that therefore neither policy nor equity oblige us to act in a man- 
ner different from the other powers who are joined in the same en- 
gagements, of "whom I do not learn by any of the common clian- 
nels of intelligence, that any of them intend the support of the 
Pragmatick Sanction : for no newspaper or pamphlet lias- yet inr 
formed us, that any of the other powers are hiring auxiliaries, or 
regulating the march of their troops, or making any uncommon 
preparations, which may foretoken an expedition against the Em- 
peror or his allies. 

Yet, my Lords, they are not restrained from attacking the Em- 
peror by so strong objections as may be made to the present design j 
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for Uicj* owe him no obedience la their Sorcrei^i nor ha^c contri- 
buted to the ocquisition of his honours | (hey have not, like his Ma- 
jesty, given their votes for his exaltation to the imperial scat, nor 
have acknowledged his right by granting him an aid. Tlicy might, 
•therefore, without cliargc of disloyalty or Inconsistency, endeavour 
to detlironc him } but how his Majc‘ty can engage in any such de- 
sign, after having 2 calou«ly promoted his advancement, and con- 
firmed his election by the usu.il acknovvlcdgcmcnt, I am not able to 
understand. 

It is evident, that the King of PrusSsa l>clievcs hiinscir restrained 
by his own acts, and Ihiniws it absurd to fjglil against an Emperor 
who obtaaned tlvc throne by Ids choice; he therefore has, with his 
usual w Udom, refused to engage In tlic confcdcnicj’, nor liave citlicr 
pronuscs or concessions been nbic to obtain more from him than a 
bare neutrality. 

lllicther indeed any more tlian n ncntrallly be mtended even by 
thb pompous annament, for which we are now required to pro' Idc* 
1 may be allowevl to doubt; since the troops that arc hutd ot so 
high a rate arc such os cannot net c^nst the enemies of the jQueen 
of Ifungaiy, w ithout breach of the imperial constitutions. 

It has been already just lyobscnevl in this debate, ll«t when lbs 
Emperor las obtained from the Diet an aid of fifty months, that act 
is considered ns an authentic^ recognition of his title; nor can any 
of the German princes afterwards make war against liim, wiUiout 
subjecting his dominions to the imperial interdict, and losing tlie 
pvivilegcs of Ids lovcrcignty. 

’riiat tlic present ErajKtor has already received Oils acloiovvtedge- 
ment, and been confcsfctl byliis Majesty, as Elector of Hanover, to 
be legally invested with the imperial dignity, is well known ; and 
therefore I cannot by any method of reasoning diseov er, nor Jiave 
yet found any man able to infonn mo, why the troops of Hanover 
arc chosen before those of any other nation, for a design which they 
cannot cvccute without ruining their Sovereign if they fail; nnd 
infringing the constitution of the cmiiire, if they should hap|)cn to 
succeed. 

1 should therefore have imagined, that Uie assistance of the jQuecn 
of Hungary was only pretended, and that Uie forces were only lie- 
pigned to breathe the lur of the continent, and to dbphy their scar* 
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let at (be expenre of Drifairij had not (he noble Eord •vvbo jpoke 
third in (bis deba(c informed ns (bat they nil I in reality mareh 
into Germany 5 a design, my Lords, so romanlicb, unseasanalde, 
and dangerous, ( bat though I cannot doubt it aftei- such asstimnccs, 
1 should not have believed it on any'olbcr; a design v/bicdi 1 hope 
every man who regards the welfare of this kingdom will indefati- 
gahly oppose, and which every Briton must wish that, some lucky ac- 
cident may frustrate. 

To send an army into Germany, my Lords, is to hazard our na- 
tive country without necessity, without temptation, without pro- 
spect or possibility of advantage 3 it is to engage in a quarrel which 
has no relation to our dominions, or rights, or eommerce j a quarrel 
from which, however it he decided, v.e can neither hope for any 
encrcaso of onr wealth, our force, or our influence ; hut which may 
involve UiS in a war without end, in which it will he diflictdt t o ob- 
tain the victory, and in which we must yet either conquer or 
be undone. 

Surely, my Lords, an expedition like t his was never undertaken 
before, without consulting the Senate, and declaring the motives on 
which it was designed: surely never was any supjdy of this nature 
demanded, without some previous discoveries to this House of the 
importance of the service for which they were required to provide. 
On this occasion, my Lords, all the counsels of the government arc 
covered by a cloud of afTcctcd .secrecy, nor is any knowledge of our 
affairs to be gained, but from papers wliich are not to be regarded 
here, the printed Azotes of the other House. 

I am always, my Lords, inclined to snspeet unusual secrecy, and 
to imagine, that men either conceal their measures, bcc.ausc they 
cannot defend them 3 or affect an appeamnee of concealing them, 
when in reality they have yet projected notl)ing5 and draw the veil 
with uncommon care, only lest it should be discovered that thei'e is 
nothing behind it 5" as when palaces are shown, those apartments 
which are empty, are carefully locked, up. 

To confess my opinion without reserve, I am not so much in- 
clined to believe, that our ministers’ designs arc bad, as that they 
design nothing 3 and suspect that this mighty army, so laA ishly paid, 
and collected from such distant parts, is to regulate its motions hv 
Rcddehty and to wait without action, till some change in the state 
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of Europe shall malce it more exsy for our ministers to form their 
scheme. ' " 

■ I liope, my Thirds, Oat by some acciticnt more favourable than 
We Ivaic at present reason toc^i»cct, ourGcmnn capetlition will be 
letardetl, till our ministew “.lall an- Ken from their present dream 
of tlclherin^ Europe from the French ambition,' ami of rrstorin;; 
the ancient greatness of the House of Austria. I hojx* crcrj'day.as 
it adds to their experience, v.iU dtmmi'h that artlour which is ge- 
nerally the cITcct of imiKrrfect views, ssbicli is commonly raisctl bv 
partial consulcrations, and ends in Inconsiderate undertakings. I 
hope they svlll in time think' it no advantage to their fellow-subjects 
to V>c doomed to fight the liattles of other nations, and to be called 
out into cscry field, where they sliall happen to licar that blood is 
to be ‘bed. ’ 1 Iiojk the)' ssiU lie taught, that the Only business of 
Britain is eomtncrcc} and tliat ssldlc our sliipi jiafs unmolested, 
we may sit at t^aso, whatever be the designs or action* of the jtoten* 
tates on the continent j that none but inval power can endanger 
our safety, and that it is not necessaty for us toen’pdrc, how fo* 
stign tenitories arc di^tiibuteJ, what fjinlly approaches to its c\- 
tinttkin, or ssherca succesiorwiU be found toany other crownilian 
that of Dfitain. 

If these maxims were once generally tmdcrslood, from how much 
perplexity ss-ouUl our counivis be set frccl how many thovwamU of 
our fellow-subj'ccts would lie prescncil from slauglilcr*' and how 
much would our srealth lie cncrea«cd, by ta'Ing thf>e sums whlcli 
ore yearly squandered in idlccapctlitions, or in neguiiatinns equally 
Uicltss, and perhaps equally expcnsiio? Had these principles been 
rcccUctl by our forefather*, \\c‘ might now have gi\cn lau^ to tlie 
world, and perhaps our posterity will with equal reason say, TToW 
happy, how great, ami fonnldablc they should ha^e been, Ind not 
we altemjitttl to fix nnd to hold the babnee of jwwer, and neglect- 
ed the interest of ‘our country for the pri'*cr\ation of the Hon-e 
of 'Austria! ' ♦ 

' Tlius, my f-ords, I Imccnde.avourcd (o explain ami enforce my 
opinion of the mcasiirrs in uldcli our niinistcj-s ha\c engaged the 
nalioii; .and hope, that! shall not beacciise<l of being inntienced 
in 'my determinations by personal prejudice*, nor of basing changed 
my opinion's {vvth regard to publtck uOaifs; in'consequeucc of any 
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change of the persons by whom they arc coruhicf ah For if my sen- 
timents have ever been thought important enough to be rctainccl 
in memory, I can, with the utmost confidence, appeal to all those 
who can recollect what I have formerly said, when the re-establish- 
jnent of the House of Austria was the subject of our consultations j 
and defy the most rigorous and attentive examiner of my conduct, 
to prove, that there ever was n time, in which I thought it neces- 
sary or expedient for the British nation to l^e entangled in disputes 
on the continent, or to employ her arms in regulating the preten- 
sions of contending powers. 

I was always of opinion, my I^ords, that jicacc is the most eligi- 
ble state, and that the case of security is to be prcfeiTCci to tlic hor 
nour of "idctory. I always thought peace particularly ncccssar}’ to a 
trading people 3 and as I have yet found no reason to alter my sen- 
timents, and as auxiliaries cannot be of any use but in time of war, 
I shall endeavour to promote pwee by joining in the motion. 

Lord CnoLMONDELEY spolcc to this effect : — Ny Lords, notwith- 
standing the atrocious charges which have been uigcd w'lth so 
much vehemence against the ministry; notwitlislanding the folly 
nnd absurdity which some Lords have imagined themselves to have 
discovered in the present measures, I cannot yet prevail upon my- 
self, whatever may he my veneration for their integrity, or my con- 
fidence in their abilities, to approve tlic motion for wbicli they 69 
earnestly contend. 

To comply wdth this motion, my Lords, would be, in my opinion, 
to betray the general cause of mankind, to intcirupt the success of 
the assertors of liberty, to give up all the continent at once to the 
House of Bourbon, to defeat all the measures of our ancestors and 
ourselves, and to invite the oppressors of mankind to extend their 
claims of universal dominion to the island of Britain. 

Of the measures which we are now to consider, I think the dcr 
fence at once obvious and unans^yerable ; and should advise, that 
instead of exerting an useless sagacity in uncertain conjectures on 
future events, or displaying unseasonable knowledge by the citation 
of authorities, or the recollection of ancient facts, every Lord should 
attentively compare the state into which Europe was reduced soon 
after the death of the.late Emperor, .'with that in which it now ap- 
pears; and enquire to what .causes such sudden and important 



AAfAa-x m 

fclidnges ai 0 (6 M aicrifced. Hd will then feasll/ discovfei* thd efficacy 
•6^ the Critish measures j and be convinced, that nothing has bfieii 
oinittfed which the interest of this nation required. 

tVh^n I h6ar it hiked by the noble Ldrds, What effects haVe heed 
prbdudetf b^ out afmaments and expencci > For what end aUxilia*^ 
ries are hired, afid why our armies are (ranshorted into Handers ? 
i fcannot but suspect, tn^ Lordi, that this affectation of ignorance 
dnlj rritended to irritate thei^ opponehti ; that they suppress facts 
with which they are well acquainted, only that they may ha\e an 
opportufuty of ^\hig vent to their passions, of displaying fheit 
iiriigination iri drtful reproaches, and etercUing their eloquence in 
dpldndid declamations. I brieve they hide What th(^ know where 
to 0nd, only to oblige others to the labour of producing it j and 
ask qutstionSj not because they want or desire information, but 
htcause they hope to weary those whose stations condemn them to 
the task of answering them. 

The effects, toy Lords, which the assistahce given by us to thd 
^ufeen bf Hungary hav^ already produced, are the recovery of 
one kingdom, and the safety of the rest ; the exclusion of the 
Spaniards from Italy ori the one pm t, and on the other the confine- 
ment of them in It, without tither the supplies for war, or the ne- 
, t^saties of life 

These, my Lords, are surely great adrantages j but these are hot 
the greatest which we have rcasbn to hope. Our vigour and reso- 
latioii have at last animated the Dutch to Suspend for a time their 
attention to trade and mon^y, and to cohsidef what they Seldom 
much regard, the state of other nations; the most rich dnd powerful 
of their ^rovioc^ have already determined to concur in the te-esta* 
WiShment of the House of Austria; and if the approbation of the 
hefet be necessarj, it is hkfely to bfe obtained by thte same method of 
proceeding 

Thus, my ttords, we hate h prospect of doirtg that Which the 
WinUtex's of Queeit Ahhe, Whosfe fidelity, wisdorii, and address, hat& 
been so often and so invidiously dommended, thought their greatest 
hdnour, and the strongest proof of their abilibes We may sboh 
fdrm another donfedlracy against the House of BourbOn, at a fame 
Tvhen l-ewls XIV. is not at its head, at a time when it is fcchausted 
by expensive projects; and when, therefore, it cannOt malm the same 
raistahcc as Whbn it hhS before attacked. 
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'the rfttasures of the government by the low arts of exaggeration, 
fallacious reasonings, and partial representations. Itis not without 
concern, iny. Lords, tliat e\cn in this House I observe some 
inclination to gratify the prejudices of the people, and to confirm 
them in their contempt of the foreign troops, by the poor artifice of 
contemptuous language. To dispute about words is indeed seldom 
useful j and when questions so wdglity as these are before us, may 
be justly censured as improper. I sliall therefore only observe, that 
the term mercenaries, ^vhtch is in the motion applie<l to tlie forces 
of Hanover, isccms designed rather to affect the passions than in- 
fluence the reason, and intended only to express a partiality wliich 
cannot be j)i«tificd. 

Bui it is far mure necessary, ray Lords, to consider upon uhnt 
motives the trooiH of Hanover were hired, than by what denomina- 
tion they may most properly be called; anti therefore I shall en- 
deavour to explain the reasons which Induced IJie ministry to retain 
(hem, andnUicU, I suppose, Imc prevailed upon tlie Commons to 
provide for their stippoit. 

_ It has been asked, why the troops of Hanover were preferred to 
those of any otlicr nation 1 And it has been insinuated, that our de- 
termination uas influenced by motives very different from tliat 
regard which every Biiton owes to tlic interest of his native country. 
But to this imputation, however specious and however popular, it 
may be with great gecurity replied,* tliat there was no preference, 
because there was no choice; that there was a necessity for luring 
troops, and that no other troops were to be obtained j and u hoever 
shall endeavour to imahdatc this defence, must engage in an un- 
dertaking of uliich I can boldly affirm, tliat he will find it very 
difficult. He must show uliat power would have been able or 
willing to havefurnished us with troops on this occasion; andl am 
confident, that whoever shall with this design take a deliberate 
survey of the several kingdoms and states of Eurc^e, uiU find, that 
thei e is no other prince to whom we could lav c applied on this oc- 
casion, without greater incemveniencies than can reasonably be 
feared from the present stipulation with Hanover. 

The reason indeed, for which this stipulation was made, appeared 
so strong, when it was considered in the council, that it was una- 
_ nimously determined necessary; nor was the conclusion liastily made 
in an assembly of particular persons,' vvlio might be suspected of 
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favouring it from private views, and of being convened on purpose 
to put it in execution : it was debated b)’a great number "witli great 
solemnity! nor can any man sey, that he only yielded to wliat be 
found it in vain to oppose j for the consent given was not n tacit 
acquiescence, but a verbal approbation. So far was this part of 
our measures from being tlic advice of any single man, or trans- 
acted with that solicitous secrecy which is the usual refuge of bad 
designs. 

It has been asserted likewise, my Lords, and with much greater 
appearance of justice, that this whole design has been formed 
and conducted without the concurrence or approbation of the 
Senate j and that therefore it can be considered only as a private 
scheme to be executed at the publick expcncc, as a plan foimcd by 
the ministry to aggrandise or ingratiate themselves at the hazard of 
the nation. 

But even this, my Lords, is a misrepresentation, though a mis- 
representation more artful, and more difficult to defeat j because, in 
order to the justification of ovir measures, it is necessary to take a 
review of past transactions, and to consider what ^vas necessarily 
implied by former determinations of the Senate. 

The period, my Lords, to which this consideration will necessarily 
carry us back, is the time at ivhich, after the late tedious war, a peace 
.was> on whatever terms, concluded with France. It iswell Icnown, 
that the confederates demanded, among other advantages, a cession 
of that part of Flanders w’hich had been for many years in tlic pos- 
session of Spain, and which opened a way by which the ambition of 
the House of Bourbon might makc.inroads at pleasure into the do- 
minions of either the Austrians or Dutch. This they .were imme- 
diately interested in preventing j and as we knew' the necessity of 
preserving the equipoise of power, we likewise were remotely en- 
gaged to promote any measures by which it.raiight be secured. In 
this demand, therefore, all the confederate powers naturally united, 
united influence enforced compliance. But though it 
. Avas .easy with no great pi-pfundity of political knowledge to discover 
j from whom these provinces should be taken aw'a)^, to whom they 
ahouldbegiven was a question of more difiiculty; since they might 
. add to the .power that had opportunities .of improving them, such- 
anAnevease of commerce and wealth as might defeat the end for 
Which they. . were demanded, and destroy the balance of pow^r, by 
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transferring’ too much weight into another scale. And manUnd 
has learned, my I/inla, by experience, that exorbitant power xriU 
always pitxluec exorbitant pride; that very few, when they can 
oppress w ith security, will be contained within the bounds of equity 
by the restraints of morality or of leliglon; and that therefore the 
only method of establishing a lasting peace is to divide power so 
equally, that no party may liate any certain prospect of advantage 
by making war upon another. 

Tor tills reason, my Lords, it was apparently contrary to our in- 
terest to grant those provinces lo those to whom by their situation 
they might Ime been most useful. Such countries, and such ma- 
nufactures in the hands of a people versed perhaps beyond all others, 
both in the science and the stratagems of trade, and alw'a) swatchful 
to improve every opportunity of increasing their riches, would liave 
enabled them in a short time to purclvasc an interest in the councils 
of all the monarchs of the vrortd, (o hare maintained fleets that 
might hare covered the ocean, ami to Itavc obtained that utiivci^ 
dominion to wluch tlu: French have so long aspired, and which, it is 
perliaps more for the interest of mankind, that if slavery cannot be 
prevented, they should obtain, as thcywouldperlwps use their power 
with more generosity. ’ 

Tlie same reason, my Lords, naturolly made the Dutch unwilling 
to put these provinces in the hands of Dritain; forwc likewise 
make a profession of trade, though wc do not pursue it with the 
same ai dour, or, to confess the truth, with the same success : it was 
not Uowcv cr to be imagined, tliat there would not be found among 
us some men of sagacity to discern, and of industry to improve the 
oppoilunitics which the new dominions would Ivavc put into our 
hands of vending our manufactures in parts, where at present they 
are very httle known. Nor was this the only danger to be feared 
from such an increase of dominion, the Dutch have not yet for- 
gotten, that though we at first rescued them from slavery, pa- 
tronized the infancy of their state, and continued our guardianship, 
till it was grown up to maturity, and enabled to support itself by 
^its own strength, yet we afterwards made very vigorous attempts 
to reduce it to Its original vveakne^, and to sink it into pupilage 
again j tliat we attempted to invade the most essential part of its 
rights, and to prescribe the number of sliips that it should main- 
tain. ' They know likewise, royl/irds, that by the natural rotation 
Vot. n. T 
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of human afi£iii-3, the same counsels may in some future reign be 
again pursued, or that some unavoidable conflict of interest may 
produce a contest tlmt can be decided only by t he sv.'ord ; and then 
it 'may easily be perceived, how much they would be endangered 
by the neighbourhood of British garrisons, and of countries, wiicrc 
vve might maintain numerous armies at a very small crcjicnce. It 
is , therefore no siibjcct of wonder, that a nation much less subtle 
than the Dutch should find out how much it was their interest, 
that we should be confined within the limits of our ov/n island 3 
dnd that we should not have it in our power to attack them with 
armies as well as fleets, and at once to obstruct their toinmcrcc 
and invade their countr}-. 

• There remained, therefore, my Lords, no ])Owcr hut the Em- 
peror to whom these provinces could be consigned 3 and to him, 
therefore, they were given, but given only in ttaist for the joint ad- 
vantage of the whole confcdciucy ; he indeed enjoys their revenues 
on condition that he shall support the gamsons necessary to their 
defence^ but lie cannot transfer them to any other power, or alien- 
ate them to the detriment of those nations who concurred in ac- 
quiring them. , . . 

It may not be improper, my Lords, to observe, tiiat on this con- 
tract depends the justice of our conduct noth regard to the Com- 
pany established at Ostend for canying on a trade to the Eastindics. 
These prbnnces were granted to the Confederate Powers, and con- 
signed to the Emperor tobc enjoyed by him for the common benefit : 
it was, therefore, plainly intended by this contract, that he should 
rise nond of the advantages which these new dominions afTorded him, 
to the detriment of those powers by whose gift he enjoyed them 3 
nor could it be supposed, that tlie Dutch and Britons debarred eacli 
other from those opportunities of trade only to enable the Emperor 
to mal'them both. ’ - 

" The. tows, 'therefore, my Lords, were at this time determined 
by the Senate to he the general property of all the Confederate 
Powers, acquired by their united arms, and to be preserved for their^ 
ebramonidvanfage, as the pledge of peace, and the palladium' of 
Europe. If, therefore, it should at any time happen, that they 
should be eiidangereid either by the weakness or neglect of any onc^ 
of those powers, the rest are to exert their right, and endeavour 
their preservation- and security 3 nox’is there any new stipulation or' 
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law hoce^^ary for (hia j ‘ sihfcB Uh respect to tlie Confederates il is 
lm|iU(il-ih tlu50r(t;m4l ahit Ith regatd to the Scr'atG of 

Bfliafn,' in tllL‘ii)»]Jrt)b*itibh‘VtWch was bestowed upbn that bdhtriclj 
Wheii it Was idhdG. > «* * 

Tlje liliit, rnj I >01 M, ih Wiikh this coifimoo light iS to be e^6rtfcd 
is now ai'n?ed| (he t3Ut‘^h Of Ilungdry, inraded In her lieredifar^^ 
<lon.\it\i6tts,’ and prW-ed on every side by a general contbhiation of 
almost all the surrounding Princes, declares herstlf no longer able 
to support the garrisons of Uic barrier, and informs uSj that she in- 
tends to rccal her troops for tlie defence of their owft countty. 
What thch ^‘S more apparent, my Lords, than that either these towtil 
must fall again into the hanils of (he ricnch> and that \vc shall be 
obliged to tecoicr thtih, if they c.au ever be lecoifcrcd, at the e\- 
pemeo of another (Cn jcara'trai, OrdntcitliernfcOr theDutelfmurt 
send troops to suppi) the placO of those which the necessities of 
their Sovereign oblige Iier (d njthdrow.^^ 

That the towns of Flaftdets should be resigned gratuitously td 
FrantOi that the enemies of hianhlnd should be put in po«seis5oh of 
the strongest buhrarks In (he trorld* surrounded hf Helds anti jias- 
turcs able to maintain thtir garrisons withoilt t'cpencfej Will not 
bo proi«se(t by any of this Assembly. Put it may etfslly ami na- 
turally be abjecled< that (he Dutch ought to gartltou (hel6to\Vn3 
as morb nearly idtetcslcd in their preservation, ohil ihotc tbm- 
modiously situated for their defence } nor can it Uej indeed/ db/iicd, 
tliat the Dutch may be justly censured for their nbglcet, they 
ajjpear to leave the common cause to otif protection, ahd to pi'efer 
their commerce and tUcif case (0 their own iafeCyaM (he happlileifl 
of the world 1 

Tlus, my Lords, has been tcry waimly asScitfd in tlieir oWn 
Assemblies, Uor have there been vtanliftg ifien of spirit and vntegnty 
amongst them who Inve despised the gold and promises, afid de- 
tected the artifices of France j Wh6 Iiave endeavoured by all the 
arts of aigviment and jreisuaalon to ronae their eoufitrymen to fe- 
memhrauce of their foimer danger, aad to lift enquiry into tiieir 
real iiifercstj who Iwd odviscd the le^y of nevV forces, and the 
establishment of a new confederacy' j Who liave called upon the state 
to face danger while it«is jet distant, and to secure thdir Ov\n 
cOUAtry by jjouring then* gariisons Into' the (owns and Citadel? by 
which their frontiej-s ard piotected. 

T 2 
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If their arguments, however just,: have not yet attained their 
end, it is to be imputed to the constitution; embarrassed by the 
combination of different interests,, which must be reconciled, before, 
any I’esolution can be formed j a single town, my Lords, can by re- 
fusing its consent put a stand to the most necessary designs, and it . 
is easily to be imagined, that by a monarch equally crafty and rich, 
a single town may sometimes be bribed into measures contmry to 
the publick interest. 

But, my Lords, the negligence of the Dutch is a motive which 
ought to incite us to vigour and dispatch 5 since it is not for the ^ 
sake of the Dutch but ourselves, that we desire the suppression of 
France. If the Dutch are at length convinced of the case of slavery, 
and think liberty no longer worth the labour of presendng it, if 
they are tired with the task of labouring for the happiness of others, 
and jiave forsaken the stand on which they were placed, as the 
general Watch of the world, to indulge themselves in tmnquillity 
and slumber, let not us, my Lords, give way to the same infatua- 
tion j let not us look %yith neglect on the deluge that rolls towards 
us till it has. advanced too for to be resisted. Let us remember, 
that we.are to owe our preservation only to oui'selves, and redouble 
our efforts in proportion as others neglect then- duty. Let us show 
mankind, that we are neither afraid to stand up alone in defence of 
justice and of freedom, nor unable to m.aintain the cause that we 
have undertaken to assert. - , . 

But if it should be thought by any of this noble Assembly, that 
the concurrence of the Dutch is absolutely necessary to a prospect 
of success, it may be reasonably answered, that by engaging in 
^ensures which can leave no doubt of cither our power or our sin- 
cerity,, the concurrence of the Dutch is most likely to be obtained. 
By this method of proceeding, my Lords, was formed the last 
mighty confederacy by which the House of Bomhon was almost 
shaken into ruins. The Dutch then, as now, were slow in their 
determinations, and perhaps equally diffident of their own strength, 
and our firmness, nor did they agree to declare war against France, 
till we had transpoited ten thousand men into Flanders, and con- 
vinced them, that we were not inviting them to a mock alliance j 
but that we really intended the reduction of that empire which had 
■so long extended itself Avithout interruption, and threatened in a, 
short time to swallow up all the western nations. 
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Thus/ my Lords, it nppcars, that the measures which ha-vc been 
puhued are ju<!t, pblitich, andlcgalj that t]ioyha\e been prescribed 
bj the decrees of former Senates, and therefore cannot be censured 
as arbitrary} and that they !\a\e a tendency to the preservation of 
' those territories which it was once tliought so mucii honour to 'ac- 
quire : And it may be yet farther ui^cd, that though they arc to be 
considered only as the first tendencies to secure greater designs, 
they have already produced eflccta apparently to the advantage of 
the common cause, and bare obliged the rrcnch to desist from 
their pursuit of the Queen of Ilungaiy, and rather (o enquire how 
they shall return home than how they shall proceed to fartlicr 
conquests. 

In condemnation of these measures, my Lords, it has Indeed been 
urged, that a moderate conduct is alna)3 chgible; and that nothing 
but ruin and confusion can be expected from precipitation and 
temerity, hloderalion, my Lords, Is a very rapthating sound; but, 
1 hope, it will bare now no influence on this assembly; because on 
th& occasion it cannot properly be cmplojcd. I have aliiays been 
taught, that moderation is only useful in forming determinations 
or designs, but that when once comiction is allaintil, aeal is to 
take place; and when a design is planned, it ought to be executed 
with vigour. 

Tlic question is not now, my Lords, ’iMictlicr we shall support 
the Queen of Hungary, but in >\bal manner she shall be supported; 
and therefore it cannot be doubted, but that such suppoi t should 
be granted her as m.vy be cfiectual; and I believe it will not be 
thought, that we can assist her without exerting an uncommon de- 
gree of vigour, and showing, tliat we consider oursch cs as engaged 
in a cause which cannot be abandoned without disgrace and ruin. 

If the noble Lord had, before he entered iqion his encomium on 
moderation, considered what effects could be promised from his fa- 
vourite virtue, he would have bad no inclination to display his elo- 
quence upon It. By moderation, my Lords, unintcmi/ited modei- 
ation of more than twenty years, )mvc we become the scorn of man- 
kind, and exposed ourselves to tlic insults of almost every nation 
in the world. By moderation liavc we betrayed our allies, and euf-* 
fered our friemlship to lose all its value; by moderation have we 
given up commerce to tlic rapacity of an enemy, formidable only 
for his perseverance, and suffered our mci chants to be ruined, *«and 
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our sailors to be enslaved. By moderation liave wc permitted the 
French to grasp again at general dominion, to over-run Germany 
with, their armies, and to endanger aga,in the liberties of mankind j 
and by continuing for a very few 3 'ears the same laudable niodera- 
tion, we shall probably, encourage tliem to shut up our ships in our 
harbour, and demand a tribute for the use of the Channel. ' ; 

I need not observe to your Lordships, that all the great, actions 
that have in all ages been achieved, have been the effects, of reso- 
lution, diligeirce, and daring activity, yirlucs wholly opposite to the 
calmness of moderation. I need not observe, that the advantages 
enjoyed at present by the French arc the consequences of that 
vigour and e.xpedition, by which they arc distinguished, and which 
the form of their government enables them to exert. Had thej', my 
Lords, instead of pouring arrnies into, the Austrian dominions, and 
procuring by the terror of tlieir troops, the election of an Emperor,; 
pursued th^e nieasures of moderation which ha,yG been so patheti-, 
cally recommended, ho\y easily had their designs Ijcen defeated ?. 
Had they lost time in persuading the Queen of Hungary by a 
spleran embassy to resign her dominions, or attempted to influence 
the diet by amicable negotiations, ^*^4 ^^cen levied, and the 

passes of Germany had been shut against them; they had been 
opposed on the frontiers of their own dominions, by troops cqually- 
numerpus, and \yaylike vvith tlieir own, and instead of irnposing a 
sovereign on the empire, had been perhaps pursued into their own 
country. • ■ . ; 

But, my Lords, whether moderation was not recomipended to 
them by such povyerful oratory as yoiir Lordships have heard, or: 
vyhether its advocates met with an audience, not easily to, be con- 
vinced, it iS; plain, that they seem to have acted upon vei-y different 
principles, and I, wish their policy had not been so strongly justilied 
b.y its; success. . By sending- an army into Germany, my Lords, when 
there, w, ere no; forces, ready to, oppose them, they, reduced, all the- 
petty princes to;, immediate submission, and obliged those to wel- 
come them, as friends, who vyould gladly have united against them 
aj.the. inveterate, enemies of. the whole GeiTnan body; and, who, had 
they- been firmly joiri^by their. neighbpurs, under a. general sense 
ot theiy common danger,, would have eMij^y raised an, army.abig to 
have, repelled: them. ' . : 

; Thi?, ray, Lords, was the effect of vigour^ an effect- veiy . different; 
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from that vrWch wc had an opportunity of cvpericncing as the con- 
sequence of moderafiort; it was to no purpose that we endeavoured 
to alarm mankind by rcmonsttanccs, and to procure assistance by 
entreaties and solicitations j the universal panick was not to bb 
jremoved by advice and exhortations, and the Queen of Hungary 
must have sunk under the weight of a general combination ngainst 
her, had w c not at last risen up in her defence, and w Ith our swords 
in our hands, set an example to the nations of Europe, of courage 
and generosity. 

It then quickly appeared, my Lords, how little is to l>c expected 
from cold jiersuasion, and how necessary it is, that he who would 
engage others m a task of difficulty, should show himself willing to 
partalic the labour whicli he recommends. No sooner had we de- 
clared our resolution to fulfil our stipulations, nnd ordered our 
troops to march for the relief of the Queen of Hungnry, than other 
princes dbcQvcred, that they luad the same dispositions, thoughfhey 
had luthcrto thought it prudent to conceal tliem j that they equally 
with ourselves hatetl and feared the French > that they were desirous 
to repress their insolence and oppo«e their conquests, and only 
waited for the tnotions of some power who might stand at the 
head of the confederacy, and lead (hem forwwrtls against the com- 
mon enemy. 

The liberal promises of dominion made by tJic French, by which 
the sovereigns of Germany had been tempted to concur in a design 
which they thought themselrcs unable to oppose, were now no 
longer regarded; they were considered only as the boasts of ima- 
ginary gi-catncss, winch would at last vanish into air; and every 
one knew, that the ultimate design of Europe was to oppress 
equally her enemies and friendj, they wisely despised her offers, 
and either desisted from the designs to which they had been incited 
by her, or dcclarctl themselves ready to unite against her. 

This, my Lords, has been the consequence of assembling the 
army, which by the motion now under our consideration some of 
your hardships seem desirous to disband, an inclination of ivliich 1 
cannot discos er from whence it can arise. For what, my Lords,' 
nnist be the consequence, if this motion should be complied with? 
What but the total destruction of the whole system of p6wer 
which has been so laboriously formed and so sli ongly compacted * 
What but tlie immediate ruin of the Houseof Austria, by whicli the 
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French ambition has been so long restrained? What but the sub- 
version of the liberties of Germany, and the erection of an univer- 
sal empire,: to which all the nations of the earth must- become 
.vassals? ^ ' ■ ' 

Should the auxiliary troops be disbanded^ the Queen of Hungary 
would find what loenefit she has received from them by the calamities 
which the.loss of ihem would immediately bring upon her. All the 
claims of all the neighbouring princes, .who are now awed into 
peace and silence, would be revived, and every one would again be- 
lieve, that nothing was to be hoped or feared but from France, 
The French would again rush forward to new invasions, and spread 
desolation over other countries, and the House of Austria would be 
more weakened than by the loss of many battles in its present state. 

The support of the House of Austria appears not, indeed, much 
to engage the attention of those by whom this motion is supported. 
It has been represented as a House equally ambitious and perfidious 
with .that of Bourbon, and equally an enemy both to liberty and to 
true religion j and a very celebrated author has been quoted to 
prove, that, it is the interest of the Germans themselves to see a 
prince at their head, whose hereditaiy dominions may not incite him 
to exert the Imperial power to the disadvantage of the inferior 
sovereigns. 

In order to the consideration of these objections, it is necessary 
to obseiwe, my Lords, that national alliances are notlikedeagues.of 
friendship, the consequences of an agreement of disposition,, opi- 
nions, .and affections, but like associations of commerce formed and 
continued by no similitude of any thing but . interest. It is not 
therefore necessary , to enquire what the House of Austria has 
deserved from us or from mankind j because interest, not gratitude, 
engages us to support it. It is useless to urge, that it is equally 
faithless and crue;! with the House of Bourbon, because the question, 
is not, whether both shall be destroyed, but whether , one should 
rage, without controul. It is sufficient for us that their interest is 
opposite, and that religion and liberty may be preserved by their 
mutual jealousy. . And I confess, my Lords, that were the Austrians 
attain .unlirnited power, by the conquest or inheritance of 
France and Spain, it would be no less proper to form confederacies 
against .them. 

The testimony which has been produced of the convenience qf a 
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weak Emperor, is to be conaitlcred, my Lords, as the opinion of an 
author whose birth and employment had tainted him with an inve- 
terate hatred of the House of Austria, and filled his imagination 
with an habitual dread of the Imperial power. Ho was bom, my 
Lords, in Sweden, a country which hadsuflered much byalongwat 
agsunst the Emperor j he u’as a minister to the Electors of Bran- 
denbui^h,.who naturally looked with entyon the superiority of Au- 
stria, and could not but wish to sec a weaker Prince upon the Im- 
perial throne, that their own influence might be greater; nor can 
we wonder, that a man thus born and thus supported should adopt 
on opinion, by which the pride of his mastcrwouldbefiattered, and 
perhaps the interest of his own country promoted. 

It is likewise, my Lords, to be remswked, that there was then no 
such necessity fora ponerful prince tosland at the head of tlic Ger- 
mans, and to defend them with his own forces till they could unite 
for tljeir own preservation. Tl»e power of France had trot then 
arrived at its present height, nor liad their monarchs openly threat- 
ened to enslave all the nations of Europe. The Princes of the em- 
pire had then no oppr^ion to fear, but from the Emperor j and it 
^va3 no wonder, tint when he wns (heir only enemy, lliey nUlicd 
that his power was reduced. 

How mueh the state of the continent is now changed, is not ne- 
cessary to mention, nor what aUcration that change has introduced 
into the politicks of all antions ; those who formerly dreaded to bo 
overwhelmed by the Imperial greatness can now only hope to be se- 
cured by it from the torrent of the power ofFrimeej and even those 
nations who hajc formerly endeavoured the destruction of Austria, 
may now rejoice, that they are sheltered by its intcqmsition from 
tyrants more active and more oppressive. 

But, my Lords, though it should be grunted, that the House of 
Austria ought not to be suppor(cd,'it will not, in my opinion, fol- 
low, that this motion deserves our approbation j because it will re- 
duce us to a stateofimbeciUty, andcondemn us to stand as passive 
spectators of the disturbances of the world, without power and 
without influence, ready to admit the tyrant to whom chance shall 
allot us, and receive those lavw which tfle prc'^ailing power shall 
vouchsafe to transmit. 

Whether we ought to support the House of Austria, to prevent 
its utter subversion, or restore it to its former greatness, whatever 
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may be liay private opinion, I think it not on this occasion necessary 
to assert 5 it is sufficient to induce us to reject this motion, that ivc 
ought to be at least in a condition that may enable us to improve 
those opportunities that may be offered, and to hinder the execution 
of any design that may threaten immediate danger to our commerce 
or our liberty. 

■ Another popular topick, ,my Lords, vvliich has been echoed on the 
present occasion, is the happiness of peace, and the blessing of un- 
interrupted commerce and undisturbed security. We are perpetu- 
ally told of llie hazards of war, whatever may be the superiority of 
ourskill or courag'c, or the certainty of theexpcnces, the bloodshed, 
and the hardships, and doubtfulness of the advantages which we 
may hope from them ; and it is daily urged with great vehemence, 
that peace upon the hardest conditions is preferable to the honour 
of, conquests, and the festivity of triumjihs. 

. These maxims, my Lords, which are generally tnic in the sense 
which their authors intended, may he very properly urged against 
the wild designs of ambition, and the roniantick undertalcings of 
■wanton greatness 5 but have no place in the prc-scht enquiry, which 
relates to a 'w^ar not made by capj'ice, but forced upon us by neces- 
sity } a war to which all the encomiums on peace, must in reality 
incite, because peace alone is the end intended to be obtained by it. 

■ Of the necessity of peace to a trading nation it is hot possible^ 
my Lords, to be ignorant ’ and therefore no man can be imagined 
to propose a state of war as eligible in itself. War,' my Lords, is in 
my opinion only to be chosen, when peace can be no longer enjoyedy 
and to be continued only till a peace secure and equitable can be ob- 
tained. In the present state of the world, my Lords, we fight not 
for laurels, nor conquests, but for existence. Should the arms of 
France prevail, and prevail they must unless we o^jpose them, the 
pritons may in a short time no longer be a nation, our liberties will 
be taken away, our constitution destroyed, our religion persecuted, 
and perhaps our name abolished. 

! For the prevention of calamities like these, not for the preserva- 
■fion of the House pf Austria, it is necessar}', my Lords, to collect an 
army ; for by an army only can bur liberties be preserved, and such 
a peace obtained, as may be enjoyed without the imputation of su- 
pineness and stupidity. > ' , 

■ Qf this . the other House appears to be sufficiently con^^nced, and 
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baa thwefdro granted money for the support of the ouxilbry troops j 
pordb 1 doubt but your lordships w HI concur v/ithtbemj nheqj'ou 
slioU fully consider the motives upon which they n\aj be supposed 
to have proceeded^ and rellcct, that by dismissing those troops, no 
sivall sacrifice to the ambition of the French, tlie House of Austria, 
the liberties of Europe, our own happiness, and that ofourposte- 
ritj 5 and that by resuhiog to exert our forces for a short Umc, wo 
may place the happiness of in.anKind beyond the reach of attacks and 
violation. 

CvBTERCT replied to the following pOect i — My Lords, tlio 
considerations which were laid before you by the noble Lords who 
made and seconded the inoUon, ore 4 n\ropoftantlnthetnselvea,atwi 
have been urged vrith so much force and judgement, that I shall not 
Endeavour to add any'new arguments j since where those fail which' 
have been already ofTored, it is not likely that any will bo cflectualr 
but I sliall endeavour to preserve them in Uicir full force by remor-* 
ingthe objections which have been made to them. • ) 

• TJie first consilient ion that claims our attention is the rcrcrcnco 
due to the Senate, to the great council of the nation, which ought 
always to be consulted, vvlicn any important design is formed, or 
any new measures adopted, cspccblly if they arc such as cannot bo 
defeated by being made puWlck, and such os an uncommon degrea 
of expcnce is ncccs«ary to support. ' - ' 

These princijdea, my Lords, which 1 suppose no man will contest,-' 
have been so little regarded by the inioist^ on the present occasion, 
that they seem to ha\ c endcavourcil to discover by a bold e-^riment,' 
to what degree of servility Senates may be rcducetl, and what insults 
they will be taught to b'^r without resentment j for tbcy'lKwe,: 
without the least previous hint of their design, made a contract for 
a very numerous body of mercenaries, nor did they condescend to 
inform the Senate, till they asked for money to pay them. i 

To execute measures firet, and (hen to require the approbation 
of the Senate, instead of advice, is surely 5 uch a degree of contempt 
as has pot often been shown in the most rubitinry reigns, and such.' 
as would once have provoked such indignation in the other House/ 
that there would ha' c been qo need in tjiis of a motioa like the 
present. > ’ i, ’ 

But, my Lords, iij propoition as the pthff House seems inclined' 
tq pay an impUeit submission tq the dictates of the mimitry, it is, 
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our duty to increase our vigilance, and to convince our fellow-sub- 
jects, by a steady opposition to all encroachments, that we are hbty 
as we have been sometimes styled, an useless Assembly, but the 
last resort of liberty, and the chief support of the constitution. • 

The present design of thosBi who have thus dared to trample up- 
on our privileges, appears to be nothing less than that of inducing 
the Senates of Britain to the same abject slaveiy with those of 
France ^ to show the people, that we are to be considered only as 
their agents to raise the supplies which they shall be pleased, under 
whatever pretences, to demand, and to register such determinations 
as'they shall condescend to lay before us. v, 

This invasion of our rights, my Lords, is too flagrant to be borne, 
though were the measures winch we are thus tyi-annically required 
to support, really conducive in themselves to the interest of Britain, 
which indeed might reasonably have been expected; for what head 
can be imagined so ill-formed for politicks as not to know, that the 
first acts of arbitrarj' power ought to be in themselves popular, that 
the advantage of the effect may be a balance to the means by which 
it is produced. 

■ But these wonderful politicians, my Lords, have heaped one 
blunder upon another; they have disgusted the nation both by the 
means and the end ; and have . insulted the Senate with no other 
view than that of plundering the people. They have ventured with- 
out the consent of the Senate to pursue measures, of which it is ob- 
vious, that they were only kept secret, because they easfly foresaw 
that they vyould not be approved. 

For that the hire of mercenaries from Hanover, my Lords, would 
have^een rejected with general indignation ; that the proposal 
would have produced hisses rather than censures ; and that the 
arguments which have been hitherto used to support it, would, if 
personal regards did not make them of some importance, produce 
laughter oftener than replies, cannot surely be doubted. 

It has been said in vindication of this wise scheme, that no other 
troops could be obtained but those of Hanover ; an assertion which 
I hope I may be allowed to examine, because it is yet a bare asser- 
tion without argument, and against probability ; since it is gene- 
rally known, how willingly the princes of Germany have on all for-, 
mer occasions sent out their subjects to destruction, that they might 
fill their cofFei-s with their pay; • nor do I doubt, but that there, is' 
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ww in the same country the usual superabundance of men; and the 
usual scarcity of money. I make no question, iny Lords, tliat many 
a Genman prince would gladly fumbh us witli men as UTcry cheap 
commodity, and think Inmself suillcicntly retvarded by a small sub- 
sidy. There could be no objection to tlicse troops from the consti- 
tion of the empire, whicli is not of equal force against tlie forces of 
Hano\er} nor do I know tvhy they should not rather hare been 
employed, if they could lia\e been obtained at a cbcajwr price. 

The absurdity of paying levy-money for troops regularly kept up, 
and of hiring tixem at a Uighet tale than was c\cr paid for auxilia- 
ries before, hbs been so strongly uigctl and so fully explained, that 
no reply has been attempted by those uho hate hitherto opposed 
the motion, having rather endeavoured to dhert our attention to 
foreign considerations, than to vindicate this part of the contracl, 
which is indeed too shameful to be palliated, and too gross to be 
overlooked. 

It is however proper to repeat, my Lords, that though it cannot 
be confuted, it may ba fofgoilcn in the nmllitudc of other objects, 
that this nation, after laving exalted the Elector of Hanover from 
a state of obscurity to the crown,, is condemned to hire the troops 
of Hanover to fight their own cause, to hire them at a rate which 
was never demanded for (hem before, an<l (ojay levy-money for them, 
though it is known to all Europe, tlat Uicy were not raised on tUb 
occasion. 

Nor is this the only hardship or fully ofthb contract; for neare 
to pay them a month before they march into our service; we arc to 
pay those fur doing nothing, of whom it might have been, without 
any unreasonable expectations, hoped, tliat they would have exerted 
their utmost force without pay. ' < 

For it is apparent, my Lords, that if the designs of France be 
mch as the noble Lords who opp(»c the motion represent them, 
Hanov er is much nearer to danger than Britain ; and tlierefore they 
only fight for their own prcseivalionj since, though they have for 
a single year been blessed with a neutrality, it cannot be imagined, 
that the same favour will be always granted them, or that the 
French, when they have overrun all the rest of Germany, will not 
annex Hanover to their other dominions. 

Besides, my Lords, it is well known, tijat Hanover is equally en-t 
gaged by treaty with Britain to maintain the Pragmatick Sanction, 
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arid that a ck’tain proportion of troops ai'e to he furnished. Brit^ 
roy Lords, as to the march of that body of .forces^ I have yet heard 
no account. Will any Lord say that they Have inarched ? 1 tivere- 
fore suppose, that the wisdom and'jiisticc of our iriinisters has cotti-i 
prehended them in the sbeteen thousand who are to fatten upon Bri- 
tish pay, and that Hanover will support the Pragmatick Sanction at 
the cost of this inexhaustible nation. 

The service which those troops liave already done to the common 
cause, has' been urged with great pomp of exaggeration, of which 
what etfectit may have liadnpori others, I am not ablo to sayj for 
Xriy part, 1 am convinced, that the great happiness of this kingdom 
IS the security of the established' succession ; and am therefore al- 
ways of Opinion, that no incasurcs can serve the common cause, the 
cause of liberty, or of religion, or of general happiness, by which 
the royal family loses the affections of the people. And I can with 
great confidence affirm, that no attempt for many years has raised 
d' greater heat of resentment, or. excited louder clamours of indig- 
nation, than' the hire of HanoVerian troops j nor is this' discontent 
raised'.only by artful misrepresentations, formed to inflame the pas- 
sipris and' perplex the understanding 5 it is a settled and rational 
dislikej Which every day contributes to confirm, which will make all 
the measures of the goverriinent suspected, and may in time, if not 
obviated, break out in sedition. •; 

A jealousy of Hanover has indeed for a long time prevailed in the 
nation : the frequent visits of our Kings to tbeir elec'tbral domi- 
nions, contrary to the original terms on wliich this crown was con- 
ferred upon them,, have inclined tlife people of Biitain, to suspecty 
that they have only the second place in the affection of their Sove- 
reign j nor has this suspicion been made less by the large accessions 
■made to those dominions by purchases, which the Electors never 
appeared able to' make before their exaltation to the thi-orie of Bri- 
tain, and by some measures which have been apparently taken only 
to aggrandize, Hanover at the expCnce of Britain. 

. These measures, my Lords, I am very far from imputing to our 
Sovereign or his Father j the wisdom of both is so well known, that 
they cannot bC imagined to have incuiTed, either by contempt or 
negligence, the disaffection- of their subjects. ' Those, ray Lords, are 
only to be blamed, who coricealed from them the sentiments of the 
, nation, and for the sake of promoting their own interest, betrayed 
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them, by the moit detestable uad pcrniciouj fla{Cety,-into measdte* 
which could produce no other effect than that of roahing their rcigrt 
unquiet, and of exasperatingithcsfe who had concurred ^ith the 
warmest zeal in suppoiting them on the throne. . t ' v' 

It is not without an uncommoft degree of grief,' 'that I hear 
it urged in defence of this contract, tliat it was appibred by a vtty 
numerous council j for what can produce moro sorrmviann honest 
and a lojal breast, than to find that our Sovereign is surrounded by 
counsclloi^, who cither do not know the desires and opinions of the 
people, or do not regard them j who are either so negligent as riot 
to examine liow the affections of the natiori may be best preserved, 
or so rash as to pursue those schemes by which they hope to gratify 
the King-at wliaterer hazard, and ti ho for the sake of flattering hint 
for a day, will risque the safety of his government, and the repose 
of his life. 

It has with regard to these troops been asked by the noble Lord 
who spoke last, what is the intent of this motion but to disband 
them } 1 What else indeed can be intended by it, and what intention 
can be more worthy of this august assembly 1 By a steady pursuit 
cf this Intention, mj? Lords, we shall regain the esteem of the na- 
tion, which this daring invasion of our privileges maj be easily sup- 
posed to have impaired. iVe shall give our Sovereign an opportu- 
nity, by a gracioui condescension to our desii'es, to rccoi er those af- 
fectloiw of which the pernicious advice of flatterers has depriied 
him/ we shall obviate a precedent which threatens destruction to 
our liberties, and shall set the nation free from an universal alami» 
T5or in oUr picsent state is it to be mentioned as a trifling consider- 
ation, thatwe shall binder the wealth of the nation from being ra- 
vished from our merchants, our farmers, and our manufacturers, to 
be squandered upon foreigners} and foreigners, from Whom wc can 
hO}jc for no advantage. 

' But it may be asked, my Lords, how the great cause of liberty i-, 
to be supported, how the House of Austiia is to be preserved fiortv 
ruin, and bow the ambition of France is to be repressed ? How all 
this is to be effected, my Lords, I am very fir from conceiving my- 
self qualified to determine; but surely it will be verylittle hindered 
by the dUmission of troops, whose all^ianco Obliges them not to 
fight against the Emperor, and of whom, therefore, it does not 
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easily appear how they can be very useful allies to the Queen of 
Hungary, 

• But whatever service is expected from them, it may surely, my 
Lords, be performed by the same number of British troops, and that 
number may be sent to supply their place, without either delay or 
difficulty, I will venture to say without any hazard. If it be ob- 
jected, as it has often been, that by sending out our troops, we s^ll 
leave our country naked to invasion, I hope I may be allowed to 
ask, who will invade us? The French are well known to be the. 
only people whom we can suspect of any such design. They have 
no fleet on this side of their kingdom, and their ships in the Medi- 
terranean are blocked up in the harbour by the navies of Britain. 
We shall still have at home a body of seven thousand men, which 
was thought a sufficient security in the late war, when the French 
had a fleet equal to our own. Why we should now' be in more dan- 
ger from without, I cannot discover ; and with regard to intestine 
commotions, they will be prevented by compliance with, the present 
motion. For nothing can iheite the people of Britain to oppose 
those who have openly dismissed the troops of Hanover. 

But, my Lords, I am not yet at all convinced, that the end for 
which those troops are said to be hired, ought to be pursued, or can. 
be attained by us ; and if the end be in itself improper or impossi- 
ble, it certainly follows, that the means ought to be laid asidei , 

If W'e consider the present state of the continent, we shall find no. 
prospect by which W'e can be encouraged to hazard our forces or our 
money. The King of Sai'dinia has indeed declared for us, and op- 
posed the passage of the Spaniards 5 but he appeal's either to , be de- 
ficient in courage, or in prudence, or in force j for instead of giv- 
ing battle oh his frontiers, he has suffered them, with very little re- 
sistance, to invade his territories, to plunder and insult his subjects, 
and to live at his expence ; and it may be Suspected, that if he can- 
not drive them out of his couritr}', he will in time be content to 
purchase their departure, by granting them a passage through it, 
and rather give up the dominions of his ally to be ravaged, than 
preserve them at the exjpence of his own. 

If W'e turn our eyes towards the Dutch, we shall not be more en- 
couraged to engage in the wars on the continent 5 for vyhatever has 
been asserted of their readiness to proceed in conjunction with us. 
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the)' appear hitherto to behoW, wlh the most Euplno tranquillity, 
the sub> ersion of llie German and to be satisfied with an 

undUturbotl cnjo)ancnt of their riches and their trade. N'or » there 
'any apjwarance, my Lord*, tlut tliclr concurrence is willihcM only 
by a single toun, as lias been insmu.i(cd; fur the tote of any single 
ton-n, except Am^tcnlun, maybe otcr*rulc<b and the rcfoluUon has 
'possctl the necessary form, uhen it is opposed by only one soicc. 

Jf nc tal.e a Tien*, my I^nls, of their htc conduct, without suf- 
fering our desires to mhlcad our understandings, we sliall find no 
reason for imagining, that they propose any sudden alteration of 
their conduct, which has been hitherto consistent and slcadj, and 
appears toarUc from established principles, srhich colhinghas lately 
liappcned to incline them to forsake. 

' Wien ihc) irerc solicited to become, like us, the guarantees of 
Hnnoer, tlicy made no scruple of returning, with whatever unpo- 
liWncss, an absolute rcf«*aJ ; nor couW they be prcvadcil upon to 
grant, u hat we appear to think tlut we were honoured in being 
admitted to bestow. IVItcn tbc) were cnlled u{ion to fulfil their sti- 
pubtion, and support the Pragnutick Sanction, they emded their 
own contract, till all a‘jlitancewotild ln^e been too hie, had not a 
lucky dUemery of the French perfidy BCpuntwl the King of Prussia 
from them} and what reason, my LonU, can be given, whj they 
should now do what they refuted, when it might have l>cen much 
more safely and more easily tflbctcti ’ Did they suffer the Queen of 
Hungary to be oppressed, only to show their own pow cr and nfllu- 
ence by relieving her' Or can it be Inugined, that pity lias prevail- 
ed over policy or cowardice? The), who in contempt of their own 
■treaties refused to engage in a cause while it was )Ct doubtful, will 
certainly think thcm'tives justified in abandoning itnhon it is lost, 
and will urge, that no treaty can oblige them to act like madmen, 
'or to undertake impossibilities. 

1 am therefore convinced, myLonls.tbat they will not enter into 
an otTensue treaty, and that the) havconly engaged to dowhat their 
‘own fntercst required from them, without any new etipwhtion, to 
preserve their own country from inrasion by sending garrisons into 
the frontier towns, which thC) nuy do without any offence to France, 
or any interruption of their own tranquillity. 

Rlany^othcr treaties have been mentioned, tny I-ortls, and men- 
tioned with great ostentation, as the effects of consummate policy, 
VoL. II. u 
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which will, I suspect, appear to be at least only defensive ticatics, 
by which the contracting powers promise little more than to take 
care of themselves. 

In this state of the world, my Lords, when all the powers of the 
continent appear benumbed by a lethargy, or shackled by a panick, 
to what purpose should we javish, in hiring and transporting 
troops, that wealth which contests of nearer importance immediately 
i-equire? 

It is well known to our merchants, whose ships arc every day 
seized by piivatcers, that we ai-e at war with Sj)ain, and that our 
commerce is every day impaired by the depredations of an enemy, 
whom only our own negligence enables to resist us j but I doubt, 
my Lords, whether it is known in Spain, that their monarch is at 
war with Britain, othenvisc than by the riches of our nation, which 
are distributed among tlicir privateers, and the prisoners who in 
the towns on the coast are wandering in the streets. For I know 
no inconvenience which tlicy can be supposed to feel from our hos- 
tilities, nor in what part of the world the war* against them is car- 
I’ied on. Before the war was declared, it is well remembered by 
whom, and with how gi'cat vehemence, it. was cvciy day repeated, 
that to end the war with honour we ought to iaicc and hold. What, 
my Lords, do we hold, or what have we taken ? What has the war 
produced in its whole course from one year to another, but defeats, 
losses, and ignominy ? And how shall we regain our honoui*, or re- 
trieve our wealth, by engaging in another war more dangerous but 
less necessary? We ought surely to humble Spain, before we pre- 
sume to attack France 5 and we may attack Fiance with better pro- 
spects of success, when we have no other enemy to divert our at- 
tention, or divide our forces. 

That we ought indeed to make any attempt upon France, I am 
fer from; being convinced, because I do not now discover, that any 
of the motives subsist which engaged us in the last confederacy. 
The House of Austria, though overborne and distressed, was then 
powerful in itself, and possessed of the Imperial crown. It is now 
reduced almost below the hopes of recovery, and we are therefore 
now to restore what wn were then only to support. But what, my 
Lords, is in my opinion much more to be considered, the nation 
Was then unanimous in one general resolution to repress the .inso- 
lence of France ; no hardships were insupportable that conduced to 



THE AnMV, 


A.lT^'2-3. 


COI 


t|il5 grcnt cnfl, nnr flnr iMci gricroui tKil vcerc 5ppli«J to tJjc fup- 
port of t)jo war. TJjc arconnl of atjctory wir'tccmftlManctjtii- 
^-alcnt li> e\ri<rt ami lo |ml»Uck ami tljt* po»!CJ'lorw of UJ 
f\nil o\ir posteiity were clic^uUp ntartca^til to purcluwc n iritimpU 
orcr the common cnctny. I»«t, my the iK'poiition of the 

ratinn ttjili rppjnl to the prmcnl tmr i« tciy eJiR'eirnt. lltry «lli* 
coiTr no clanger lhrcatfn!nglhcm,t]jcyRrtti:cUlirr inxmlftl in their 
l>c«xc*«inm liv the nrmjc*, nnr intrmipiril In Ihrir mnimrrcc Ijy 
the tWls of France; and thefcf«»rr they art? rot aide to find out 
vhy llicy tnii't he Mcrificctl to an enemy, hy whom they half been 
long punuct! «ith the moil Impbfnhie liifrcd, for thr of at- 
tacVxng a potver Trmn xtVjr^x rtjey Vnxcli^thrfto fiU no in3nTy, and 
which they hclievr cannot he pro»nVnlt\5tJjo«t ilmgrr, r>oroppo*rt! 
without such a pjT»fii*i«nnrfspcnccat the ptjhhc.1: Isat prmcnl not 
able to 1»car. 

It ii not to l>e «oppn«eil, iny I/»nK tliat the hnJL of the Hriflih 
people ere onVcfrd with the <h»tnr‘M' 4 , or JnfianiftJ liytlte magnani* 
tnity of the fjown of Hungary, 'lid* ilJuoiimw daughter of 
Austrh, who*e name hn« 1 >een «« often etlmcal in tl^ec tvallv and 
of whom I am far fiom Uen)»ng, tliat ihe «lc»rfTr< our nhmralion, 
our cornpas*Ion, end all the a«tHtanre which on he gt»cn l>ef, con* 
ritlenjly txilli the rrganl dtic to the wfi-ty of nnr inrn country, h 
to the grenicst |nrl of the jKoplc nn inwgin-vy princcii, nhoic 
ruITeringi or whus! tirtuw mahe nomher iinj»n-»ion ujwn them, 
llan (lin*c which arc tveonh-d In fictlllmw namlim* j por can llicy 
easily Ijc iKTSundcd lo piie up fur her irhVf the prmjucc of their 
bind*, or the profitj of l)tdr r»»um|Mtv. 

Some indeed there arc, my \>ht>>e xiew* arc more rxten- 
sUc.andwhcrceentimenUarT: moive^ahni} fur it is not to bcnijv 
poted, flint cllhcp hnowlc^Ige or jiyncTo-ity itfc coufim’U to the Se- 
nate or the Court ; hut iliejc, in) Ijsith, Ujough thty iterlmiu may 
more rtadi))* fipjirovc ilu* rnd which the ministry jJirtcmlslo pur* 
nie, are satisfied witJi the means by >xWch they cndcaroiir to at- 
tain it. Jly these meu it is cadly illscoxcrcd, that the hopes which 
fiomc so confidently cxprcjs of prciaiting uj>on the Dutcli to unite 
with US for the support of U»p Piugmalick 5.1001100, ore without 
foundation; they see that iVir consepl In place garrisons In the 
frontier tonu'?, however it piay furnish a sulycct of exultation to 
those whoso inlci'cst h Is to fppif^cnt them O'* rcadyto concur with 

no 
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us, is only a new proof of what.w'as never doubted, their unvariablc 
attention to their own interest, since they must for their own secu- 
rity preserve their own barrier fi'oni being seized by France. By 
this aet they incur no new expcncc, they provoke no enemies, nor 
give any assistance to the Queen of Hungary', by wbicii tiicy can 
raise either resentment in one part, or gratitude in the other ; and 
therefore it is not hard to perceive that, \vhatcver is pretended, the 
Dutch hitherto observe the most exact laws of neutrality j and it is 
too evident, that if they refuse their assistance, we have veiy little 
to hope from a war with France. 

Nor is this the only objection against (he present rrieasures j for 
it is generally, and not without sufllcicnt reason suspected, that the 
real assistance of the Queen of Ilungaiy is not intended, since the 
troops which have Ipccn hired under that pretence, arc such as can- 
not march against the Emperor. It is known, that (he Hessians 
have absolutely refused to infringe the constitution of the German 
body, by attacking him who is by a legal grant acknowledged its 
head j nor is it easy to conceive, why there should be a diflerent law 
for Hanover, than for the other electorates. 

' The long stay of the troops in Flando s, a place where there is no 
enemy to encounter, nor ally to assist, is :i suflicicnt yiroof that there 
is nothing more designed than that the (roo])3 of Hanover shall loi- 
ter on the verge of war, and receive their j^ay for feasting in their 
. quarters, and showing their arms at a review ; and that they in re- 
ality design nothing but to return home with full pockets, and en- 
joy the spoils of Britain. ' • 

There may indeed be another I'eason, my Lords, which hindem 
the progress of the united forces, and by which the Britons and 
'Hanoverians may be both affected, though not both in the same de- 
gree. ' It is by no means unlikely, that the King of Prussia has for- 
bidden them to advance, and declared, that the king who was 
chosen by his suffrage shall be supported by his arms 3 if tliis be his 
resolution, he is well known to want neither spirit nor strength to 
avow and support it ; and there are reasons sufficient to convince 
us, that he has declared if, and' that our troops are now patiently- 
waiting the event of a negotiation by which we are endeax'ouring to 
persuade him to alter his design, if indeed it be desired that he 
should alter it 3 for it is not certain, that the Elector of Hanover 
can desire the restoration of the House of Austria to an hereditary 
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enjoyment of tlic impcrinldjgnUyj nor can it casilj be EboA^7^ A\liy 
the politicos of one House should tUfier from those of till the otlicr 
IMncca of (lie Gemnn empire. 

The other Princes, m> Lonb, hatclong^uisheil forn hinguiih 
whom tliey might treat upon the Icrc!: a King uho might oue Ms 
dimity only to their sotes, and who therefore nouhl be ujlling to 
fa\our them in gratitude for the benefit. They Know, that the 
Princes of the House of Austria considered their admneement to 
the empire as the consequence of their numerous forces and hrge 
dominions, and made u«c of their exaltation only totj*rannirc under 
the appearance of legal rigid, and to oppress llio^e as sosereigns, 
whom they would olhemise liaac harasswl as conquerors. 

Before uc can therefore hojw for the concurrence of the Princca 
of the empire, we must inform them of our design, if .^ny design 
has been yet laid out. Is it )'Our intention to rv'storc the 1 Iou«e of 
Austria to the full enjoyment of its former greatness* TliUuill cer- 
tainly be openly opposed by all those powers who arc strong cnotigh 
to maKc head against it, and secretly ubstnictctl bythost., uho<c 
weaKness maKcs them afraid of puhliek dccLiratimis. Ho }t)n intend 
to support the Pragmatlck Sanction* 'lids nn onlyljc done by de- 
feating the whole power of rrtnee; and for this )Ou must necessa- 
rily prmidc troops who shall dare to act against the present King, 
So that it apjicars, m> Lords, that we arc attempting nothing, or 
attempting impossibilities ; that either we haic no end in \ icw, or 
that we have made use of an a1»unl choice of means by winch it 
cannot be attained. 

Wliatcver be our design with rcganl to Germany, the war ngainst 
Spain Is evidently n<^lcc(c<lj and indcetl one jwrt of our conduct 
proses at once, tliat we intend neither to assbt the Austrians, nor 
to punish the Spaniards; since we have in a great measure disabled 
ourselves from either by the neutrality which Capt.iin Martin is 
said to havegranted, andby whichwchavc allowed an asylum both 
to the troops of Spain, which shall fly before the Austrians, and 
the privateers which shall be clwctl by our shi[»3 in the JVlcditcr- 
rancan. 

I am tlicrcfore convinced, my Lords, that our designs arc not 
such as they are represented, orlliat they will not be accomjdislied 
by the measures taken, I am convinced in a particular manner, 
^hat the troops of Hanoi cr can be of no luc, and that they will 
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raise the resentment of the nation aiready over whelmed. with unne- 
cessary burthens, T know likewise, that they have been taken iiito 
pay without the consent of the Senate, and am convinced, that if 
lio other objection could be raised, we ought not to ratify a treaty 
which the Crown has made, without laying it before us in the tirtial 
manner. I need not therefore inform yoUr Lordships, that I think 
the motioii now under your consideration necessary and just j and 
that I hope, upon an attenth'e examination of the reasons wliich 
have been bflered, your Lordships will concur iii it with that Una- 
nimity which evidence ought to enforce, and that zeal which ought 
to be excited by publick danger. 

To which the Duke of Newcasi-lE made answer to the follow- 
ihg purport:- — My Lords, I know not by what imaginary appear- 
ances of publick danger the noble Lord is so mtich alarmed, hor 
what feai’s they are which he endeavours with so much art and zeal 
to communicate to this Assembly. For my part, 1 can, upon the 
inost attentive survey of oUr afiairs, discover nothing to be feared 
but calumnies and misrepresentations; and these I shall hence- 
forward think more formidable, since they have been able to im- 
pose upon an understanding so penetmting as that of his Lord- 
ship’s, and have prevailed upon him to believe what is not only 
false, but without the appearance of trath, and to believe it so 
firmly, as to assert it to yoUr Lordships. 

. Orie of the facts which he has thus ihiplicitly received, and thus 
publickly mentioned, is the neutrality supposed to have been 
granted to the King of Sicily, from which he has amused himself 
and your LOrdships with deducing Very destnictive consequences, 
that perhaps need not to be, allowed him even Upon supposition of the 
neutrality; but which need not now be disputed, because no neu-- 
trality has been granted. Captain Martin, when he treated with 
the King, very cautiously declined any declarations Of the iritehlioris 
of the British Court On that particular, and confined himself to the 
subject of his message/ without giving any reaison for hope. Or de- 
- spaii j of a neutrality. So that if it shall be thought hecessary, we 
this hour at liberty to declare war against the King of 
^i'cily, and may pursue the Spaniards with'tlie same freedom On his 
coasts as on those of any Other power, arid prohibit any assistance 
from being given by him tO their armies'in Italy. ■ 

Sis Lordship’s notion of the interposition Of the King . of Prussia 
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in the King’s fovour, is another phantom raised by calumny to ter- 
rify credulity; a phantom which will, 1 hope, he entirely dissipated, 
when I hare informed the HoUae, that the whole suspicion is wthout 
foundation, and that the Kii^ of Prussia has made no declaration 
of any design to support the King, or of opposing u? in the per- 
formance of our treaties. This Prince, my lords, however pow- 
erful, active, or ambitious, appears to be satisfied with his acquisi- 
tions, and willing to rest in^n inoffensive neutrality. 

Such, my Lords, and so remote from truth are the representa- 
tions which the enemies of the Government have with great zeal 
and industry scattered o^er the nation, and by which they have en- 
deavoured to obviate those schemes which they would seem to 
favour, for by sinking the nation to a despair of attaining those 
ends which they declare at the same time necessary not only to oujf 
happiness, but to our preservation,- what do they less than tell iis, 
that we must he content to look unactive on the calamities that 
approach us, and prepare to be crushed by that ruin which we 
Cannot prevent^ 

From this cold dejection, my Lords, arises that despair which so 
many Lords have e.xpTe8scd of prevaSiing upon the Dutch to unite 
with us. The determinations of that people are indeed always slow, 
and the reason of their slo^vness has been olrcady given j but I am 
informed, tla.t the general spirit which now reigns among them, is 
likely soon to over-rule the particular interests of single provinces, 
and can produce letters by which it will appear, tliat had only one 
town opposed those measures to which their concurrence is now 
solicited, it had been long since over-ruled; for there want not 
among them men equally enamoured of the magnanimity and firm- 
ness of the Queen of Hungary, equally zealous for the general good 
of mankind, equally zealous for the liherties of Europe, and equally 
convinced of the perfidy, the ambition, and tlie insolence of France, 
with any Lord in this A<^sembly. 

> These men, my l-ords, have long endeavoured to rouse their 
country from the sloth of avarice, and the slumber of tranquillity, 
to a generous and extensive regard for the Universal happiness of 
mankind; and are now labouring in the general Assembly to com- 
mumcate that ardour with which they are themselves inflamed, 
and to excite that zeal for publick faith, of which their superior 
knowledge shows them the necessity. 
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It has been indeed insinuated, that all their consultations tend 
only to place garrisons in those towns from which the (Queen of, 
Hungary has withdrawn her forces; but this supposition, my 
I.ords, as it is without any support from faets, is likewise without 
probability. For to garrison the bamer towns, requires no previous 
debates nor deliberations; since it never vyas opposed even by those 
by whom the assistance of the Queen of Hungary has been most 
retarded. Nor have even the deputies of Dort, .whose obstinacy 
has been most remarkable, denied the necessity of securing the 
confines of their' country, by possessing with their own troops 
those places ; which the 'Austrians are obliged to forsake. Their 
present disputes, my Lords, must be therefore on some other 
question; and what question can be now before them which can 
produce’any difficulties, but that which regards the support of the 
Pragmatick Sanction ? 

If these deliberations should be so fai’ influenced by the arrival of 
the army in. the pay of Britain, as to end in a resolution to send a 
sufficient number of Forces into Germany, itwill not be denied, 
that the troops which give occasion for this debate, have really been 
useful to the common cause ; nor will his Majesty lose the affections 
of any of his subjects, by the false accounts which have been spread 
of an invidious preference given to the troops of Hanover. 

That' [every government ought to endeavour to gain the esteem 
and confidence of the people, I suppose we are all equally con- 
vinced ; but I, for my part,' am very far from thinking that mea- 
sures ought only to be pursued or rejected, as they are immediately 
favoured or disliked by the populace. .For as they cannot, know 
either the causes or the end of publick transactions, they can judge 
only from fallacious appearances, or the information of those whose 
interest it may perhaps be to lead them away from the truth. 
.That monarch will be certainly and most permanently popular, 
who steadily pursues the good of his people, even in opposition to 
■their own prejudices and clamoum ; who disregards calumnies, 
.which, though they may prevail for a day, time will suflEiciently con- 
fute, ani slights objections which he knows may be answered, and 
answered beyond reply. ' ; , 

Such,my Lords, are the objections which have been hitherto raised 
against the: troops of Hanover, of which many arise from ignorance, 
and many from prejudice ; and . some may be supposed to be made 
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only for the sake of giving \Ta.y (o inrcclircs, an^ indulginga petu- 
lant inclination of speaking contemptuously of nano\ cr. 

With this view, my IwortU, it has been asked, nhythc Hanotcri- 
ans arc preferred to all other nations? Why they lu»e been selected 
from all other troops, to figlit against rranec tlic cause of Europe? 
They were chosen, my Lottls^ because they vcrc most easily to be 
procured. Of tlic otlicr nations from whom forces liave usually 
been hired, some were engaged in the care of protecting, or the 
design of catending, theirown dominions, and others liad no troops 
Imicd, nor could ilicrcforc furnish llicm with speed cnotJgU for the 
exigence lliat demanded them. 

It has been asked with nn air of triumph, as a question to which 
no answer could be given, wbynn equal number of Britons was not 
cent, since their valour might be cstccmetl at least ctjUDl to that of 
Hanoverians? I am far, my LonU, from intending to diminish the 
reputation of the DritUlj courage, or delmcl from that praise whtcli 
has been gained by such gallant enterprises, and jfTtsche<! by, a long 
succession of dangers, and of victories; nor i!ol expect tint any 
nation will ever form a ju^t claim to superiority. Tlic rrafon, 
therefore, my Lords, for which the troops of Hanover were hired, 
was not that the bravery of our countrymen was doubted, but tliat 
the transportation of such numbers migirt Icav c us naked to the in- 
sults of an enemy. For though the noble Lonl has deebred, that 
aftcrlmingscntsixteen thousand into Handers, we should still have 
rcscn-cd for our defence a bo<ly of seven thomand equal to that to 
which the protection of this kingdom was intnislcd in the late war, 
his opinion will uj)on examination be found to Iiavc arisen only from 
tlie enumeration of the names of our regiments, many of which ore 
far from being complete, nnd some almost merely nominal; so that 
perhaps if a body of sixteen thousand more had been sent, there 
would not have remained a single regiment to hav e repelled the 
crew of any daring privateer that should have landed to burn our 
vilbgES, nnd ravage the defenceless countrj’. 

It was desired, my Lords, by the Queen of Hungary, that a 
British army miglit appear on the continent in lici’ f.ivour, for she 
knew the reputation and tenor of our arms; and as her demand 
was equitable in itself, and honourable to the nation, it was com- 
plied with } and as many of our native troojis were sent, as it was 
tliovight convenient to sjvaro, tlic rest were ncccssatily to bo hired ; 
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and it is the husiness' of those ' Lords who defend the motion, 
to show from whence tjioy could be called more properly than from 
Hanover, 

It has been urged with great warmth, that the contract made 
for these troops has not been laid before the Senate, a charge which 
the noble Lord who spoke last but one, has shown to be ill- 
grounded j because the former determinations of the Senate enabled 
the Grown to garrison the frontier towns without any new de- 
liberations, but whicii may be perhajjs more satisfactorily confuted 
by showing, that it is an accusation of neglecting that which waS 
in reality hot possible to be performed, or which at least could not 
be performed without subjecting the government to imputations yet 
more dangerous than those which it nowsufiei’s. 

The accounts, my Lords, by wdiich the niinistrj' were determined 
to send the army into Flanders, arrived only fifteen da3's before the 
recess of the Senate 5 nor was the resolution formed, as it may 
easily be imagined, till several days after 5 so that there was very 
little time for senatorial deliberations, nor was it perhaps convenient 
to publish at that time the whole scheme of om* designs. , 

But let us suppose, my Lords, tliat the Senate had a few days 
before they rose been consulted, and that a vote of credit had been 
required to enable the Crown to hire forces during the inteiwal of 
the sessions, what would those by whom this motion is supported 
have urged a^inst it ? Would they not with great appearance of 
reason have alleged the^ impropriety of such an application to the 
thin remains of a Senate, from which almost all those, had retired, 
whom their employments did not retain in the neighbourhood of 
the Court ? Would it not have been echoed from one corner of these 
kingdoms to another, that the ministry had betrayed their country 
by a contract which they durst not lay before a full Senate, and of 
^tvhieh they would trust the examination only to those whom they 
had hired to approve it ? .Would not this have been generally as- 
serted, and generally believed? Would not those who distinguished 
themselves as the opponents of the Court, have urged, that the 
King ought to exert his prerogative, and trust the equity of the 
Senate for the approbation of his measures, and the payment of the 
troops which he had retained for the support of the common caUsS, 
the cause for which so much zeal had been expressed, and for which 
it could riot with justice he suspected, that any reasonable demands 
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duM be dertWa ' WdUld hot the solicitation ofagrantof’ pon-er 
Tvithout liirtita, lobe trserted wholly at the discretion of the nrinistry, 
be censured os a precedent of the utmost danger, nliich it n-as the 
business of every man to oppose, who had not lost all regard to the 
constitution of hia country? 

Thcac insinuations, my I^oitls, \rere foreseen and alloned by the 
miui&trj to be specious, and theieforc they determined to a%oid them 
by pursuing their schemes at their own hazard, without any other 
securitj than the consciousness of the rectitude of tlieir own design; 
and to trust to the equity of the Senate %vhen they should be laid 
before them, at a time U hen part of their effects might be dis- 
cos ered, and^ when therefore no BOse representations could he used 
to mislead their judgement- They knew the zeal of the Commons 
for the great cause of uniiersal Hbeity j tJiey kne\v that their mea- 
sures had no other tendency than the promotion of that cause, ahd 
therefore they confidently formed those expectations which ha^e not 
decened them, that the pay of the troops would be readily grtnted, 
and ordered them therefore to marcli; though if the Cornmonshad 
disapproved their plan, they roust have returned into tUMr own 
countiy, or have been supported at the e^pence of the dectorate. 

The objections raised agmnst these troops, ha%e apparently had 
no influence in the other House, because supplies have been granted 
for their pay j and t believe they will, upon examination, be found 
by your Lordships not to deserve much I'egard. * ’ 

It is asserted, that they cannot act against the Emperor established 
and acknowledged by the diet, without subjecting their counliy lb 
an interdict j and it was therefore suspected, that they would in 
reality be of no use. This suspicion, niy Lords, I suppose, it is 
now not necessary to censure, since you have heard from hU Ma- 
jesty, that they aie preparibg to march; and as the consequences of 
their conduct can only affect the electorate, its propriety orlc^lity 
with regard to the constitution of the empire, falls not properly 
under our consideration. 

How his Majesty’s measures may be defended, even in this ■^xew, 
1 suppose I need not inform My of this Assembly. It is well known, 
that the Emperor wag chosen not by the free consent of the diet, in 
which every elector voted according to his own sense, but by a diet 
in which one vote of the empire suspended without any regaid 
to law or justice, and in which the rest werc.e.xtorted by a ricnch 
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army^ which thi'catened immediate ruin to him who should refuse his 
consent. The Emperor thus chosen, was likewise afterwards recog- 
nised by the same powers, upon the same motives, and the aid was 
granted as the votes were given, by the influence of the armies of 
France. 

. For this reason, my Lords, the Queen of Hungary still refuses to 
give the Elector of Bavaria the style and honours wliich belong to 
the Imperial dignity/ she considers the throne as still vacant, and 
j’equires that it should befllled by an uninfluenced election. 

It has been observed, my Lords, that his hlajcsty gave his vote 
to the Elector of Bavaria 5 and it has been therefore represented as 
an inconsistency in liis conduct, that he should make war against 
him. But, my Lords, it will b5' no means follow, that because he 
voted for him, he thinks him lawfully elected, nor that it is unjust 
to dispossess himj though it is to be observed, that we are not 
making war to dethrone the Emperor, however elected, but to sup- 
port the Pragmatick Sanction. 

This obseivation, though somewhat foreign from the present de- 
bate, I have thought it not improper to lay before your Lordships, 
that no scinjples might remain in tlie most delicate and scrupulous, 
and to show that the measures of his Majesty cannot be justly charged 
with inconsistency. 

But this, my Lords, is not the only, nor the greatest benefit 
which the Queen of Hungary has received from these troops ; for 
it is highly probable that the states will be induced to concur in the 
.common cause, when they find that they are not incited to a mock 
confederacy, when they perceive that we really intend to act vigor- 
ously, that we decline neither expence nor danger, and that a com- 
pliance with our demands will not expose them to stand alone and 
unassisted against the power of France, elated by success, and exas- 
perated by opposition. 

If tills, my Lords, should be the consequence of our measures, 
and this consequence is peiliaps not far distant, it will no longer be, 
I hope, asserted, that these .mercenaries are an useless burthen to 
the nation, that they are of no advantage to the common cause, or 
that the people haTO^been betrayed by the ministry into expences, 
mefely that Hanover might be enriched. When the grand confe- 
deracy is once revived, and revived by an universal conviction of 
the destructive, measures, the insatiable ambition, and the out- 
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ragcoiu cruelty nf tlic Frcncli, what inay not (he friontla of liberty 
presume to expect ? May they not hojK*, my Lords, tliat tljosc 
haughty troops which lu\c been fo Jong einploj-cd In conqut^Ls and 
inrasions, tJiat liave laid wa'tc the neighbouring cotiniries with 
slaughters and dcx-aitalions, will be »oon compelled to retire to 
their own frontiers, and be content to pianl the verge of their 
nathcpro\Inccsl May we not bojjc, that they will soon be tlrntn 
from their posts; that they will be forccil to retreat to n more de- 
fensible station, and admit the amdes of their enemies into tlwir 
dominions; and that they will be pursued fiom fortress to fortreas, 
and from one Intrcnchnicnt to another, till ihcyshillbc rctlucrdto 
petition for peace, and purcliasc it by the alicmilion of part of their 
terrltorlca ? 

I hoi»c, my Lords, it may be j-ct safily as«cr1«l tlwt the rrenclt, 
howcwr ]K)wcrful, arc not invincible; tint their amiies maybe 
dcstrojcrl, and llair treasures exhmuted; lint they may therefore 
be reduwl to narrow Hn>its, and di'^ahUil froju being any longer 
the disturbers of the peace of the universe. 

It is well known, my L/mli, that their wealth Is not the product 
of their own count rj'} tlut g<ild Is not dug out of their mountains, 
or rolled down tluir rivers; but that It is gtilncil by an extensire 
and siicccasfiil cojiiincrcc, cirrial on In imny pirfs of the world, to 
the diminulion of our own- It is kj^msn likewise, tliat trade cannot 
be continued in war, without the protection of inval armaments; 
and tint our Heel is at ]>re'cnt fuptth>r in strength to those of the 
greatest part of the imivcr'c united. It is tliercforc reasonably to 
be hoped, tint ihougli by a^'i'tiug the House of Austria we should 
provoke thr I rcnch to declare war ngiin'tiM, thtir hoatUitics would 
])roduco none of tho'o calamities which seem to ho dreaded by part 
of this A«scmVdy; nnd that such n canftdcraty might be formed as 
eliould be able to retort all IhcmachInsilionsof rrancetipon herself, 
as would tear her province^ from her, ami annex them to other 
sovereignties. 

It has l>«cn urged, that no such success cun be expected from the 
conduct which we ijavc lately pursued; that we, who are thus dar- 
ing the resentment of the most formidable power in tlieunlicrsc, 
have long sufTered ourselves to be insulted by an enemy of far in- 
ferior force } tliat we have been defeated in nil our enterprises, and 
•have at present appeared to desist from any design of hostilities ; 
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that the Spaniards scarcely perceive, that they have an enemy^ or 
' feel any of the calamities or inconvcniencics of war ; and that; they 
arc every day enriched with the plunder of Britain, Avitliout danger, 
and without labour. 

That the war against Spain lias not hitherto been remarkably 
successful, must be confessed } and thougli the Spaniards cannot 
boast of any other advantages than the defence of their own domi- 
nions, yet they may perhaps be somewhat elated, as they have been 
able to hold out against an enemy superior to themselves. But, my 
Lords, I am far from believing, that they consider the war against 
us as an advantage, or 'that they do not lament it as one of the 
heaviest calamities that could fall ujion them. If it be asked, in 
what part of their dominions they feel any effects of our hostility, 
I shall answer with gi'eat confidence; that they feel them in cvei’y 
part which is exposed to the evils of a naval war 5 that they are in 
pain wherever they arc sensible ; that they arc wounded wherever 
they are not sheltered from our blows, by the interposition of the 
_ nations of the continent. 

If we examine, my Lords, the influence of our European anna- 
ments, we shall find that their ships of war are shut up in the har- 
bour of France, and that the fleets of both nations arc happily 
blocked up together, so that they can neither extricate each other 
by conceited motions, ,in which our attention might be distracted, 
and our force divided, nor by their united force break through the 
bars by which they are shut up from the use of the ocean. 

But this, my Lords, however important with respect to us, is 
perhaps the smallest, inconvenience which the Spaniards feel from 
our naval superiorit)'. They have an army, my Lords, in Italy, ex- 
posed to all the miseries of famine, while our fleet prohibits the 
transportation of those provisions which have been stored in vessels 
for their supply, and which must be probably soon made defence- 
less by. the want of ammunition, and fell into the hands of their 
enemies without the honour of a battle. 

* But what to the pride of a Spaniard must be yet a more severe 
affliction, they have on the same continent a natural confederate, 
who is yet -sp . intimidated by the British fleets, that he dares neither 
afford them i^fuge in his dominions, nor send his troops to their 
assistance. The jQueen, aniidst all the schemes which her unbounded 
ambition forms for the eix^ltatipn pf her femily, finds her own som 



A, ir4i2-3. 


• THE AUMY. 


S03 


after having recels'ed a kingdom from her Itindnesa, restmiaed 
from supporting her, and reduced to preserve those territoiies 
which she lias bestowed upon him, by abandoning her from whom 
he received them. ’ . , » 

The&e, my Ixirds, are tlic inconvenieneies wliich the Spaniards 
feel from cmr fleets in the Mediterranean} and even these, however 
embarjwssing, however depressing, aic lighter than those which our 
American navy produces. It is apparent, that money is equivalent to 
strength, a proposition of which, if it could be doubted, the Spanish 
Sfonarchy would affoid sufficient proof, as it has been for a long 
time supported only by the power of riches. It is therefore impos- 
sible to ■weaken Spain more speedily or more certainly, than by in- 
tercepting or obstructing tiie annual supplies of gold and silver 
which she receives from her American provinces, by which she was 
once, enabled to threaten, slavery to all the neighbouring nations, 
and incited to begin, with the subjection of this island,, her mighty 
scheme of universal monarchy, and by which she has still continued 
to exalt herself to an equality with the most powerful nations, to 
erect new kingdoms, and set at defiance the Austrian power, ^ 
These supplies, my Lords, arc now, if not wholly, yet in a'grcat 
measure withheld j and by all the eflbits which the Spaniards now 
make, they are e.xhausting their vitals, and wasting the natural 
strength of their native countiy. While they made war with ad- 
ventitious trrasures, and only squandered one year what another 
would j’epay them, it was not easy to foresee how long their prkle 
would incline them to hold out against superior strength. Wiile 
they were only engaged in a naval war, they might Ixave persisted 
for a long time in a kind of passiveobstinacyj and uhile they were 
engaged in no foreign enterprises, might have supported tliat trade 
with each other which is necessary for the support of life, upon the 
credit of those treasures which arc annually heaped up in their 
store-houses, though they ate not received} and by which, upon 
the teiTOination of the war, all their debts might at once be paid, 
and all their funds be re-established. > 

But at present, my Lords, their condition is far different j they 
have been tempted by the prospect of enlarging their dominions to 
raise armies for distant expeditions, which must be supported in a 
foreign country, and can be supported only by regular remittances 
of treasure, and have formed these projects at a time uhen the 
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irieans of pursuing them arc cut off. They have by one war in- 
creased their expences, : -when, their receipts ' are obstructed by 
another. ,! 

In this state, my Lords, I am certain the Spaniai-ds are very for 
from thinking the hostility of Britain merely nominal, and from en- 
quiring in what part of the world their enemies are to be found. 
The troops in Italy see them sailing in triumph over the Mediter- 
ranean, intercepting their provisions, and prohibiting those succours 
which they expected from their confcdeiatc of Sicily. In Spain 
their taxes and their poverty, poverty which every day increases, 
inform them, that tlic seas of America arc possessed by the .dects of 
Britain, by whom their mines arc made useless, and their wealthy 
dominions reduced to an empty sound, 

They niay, indeed, comfort themselves in their distresses with the 
advantages which their troops have gained over, the King* of Sardi- 
nia, and with the entrance which they have forced into his domi- 
nions 3 but this can afford them no long satisfaction, since they w’ill 
probably never be able to break through the passes at which they 
have arrived, or to force their way into Italy 5 and must perish at 
the feet of inaccessible rocks, where they are now supported at such 
an expence, that they are more burthensomc to their own master 
than to the King of Sardinia. 

Of this pi'ince I know not why it has been asserted, that he will 
probably violate his engagements to Britain and Austria 5 that he 
udll purchase peace by perfidy, and grant a passage to.the army of 
Spain. His conduct has certainly given hitherto no reason for such 
an imputation 3 he has opposed them with fortitude and vigour, and 
address 5 nor has he failed in any of the duties required of a general 
or an ally 5 he has exposed his person to the most urgent dangers, 
and his dominions to the ravages of war ; he has rejected all the so- 
licitations of France, and set her menaces at defiance 3 and surely, 
my Lords, if no private man ought to be censured without just rea- 
son, even in familiar discourse, we ought still to be more cautious 
of injuring the reputation of princes by publick reproaches in the 
solemn debates of national assemblies. , . . , 

The same licentiousness of speech has not, indeed, been extended 
to all the princes mentioned in this debate. The Emperor has been 
treated with remarkable decency as the lawful sovereign of Ger- 
many, as one W'ho cannot be opposed without rebellion, arid against 



h. 1742-3. 


THE ARMY. 


303 


whom we therefore cannot expect that the troops of Hanover should 
presume to act, since they must expose tiieir country to the severi- 
ties of the Imperial interdict. i 

The noble Lords who have tlras ardently asserted the rights of 
tiie Emperor, who have represented in such strong language the 
crime of violaUng the German constitutions, and have commended 
the neutrality of the King of Prussia, as proper to be imitated by 
all the rest of ^the princes of the empire, have forgotten, or hoped 
that others would foigot, the injustice and violence by which he 
exalted himself to the throne, from which they appear to think it 
a sacrilegious .attempt to thrust him down. Tiicy forget, that one 
of the votes was illegally suspended, and that the rest were extorted 
by the terror of an army. They forget, that he invited the French 
into the empire, and tliat he is guilty of all the ravages which have 
been committed, and all tlie blood that has been siied, since the death 
of the Emperor, in the defenceof the Pragmatick Sanction which lie 
invaded, though ratified byUhe solemn consent of the Imperial 
diet. 1 ' 1 

In defence of the Pragmatick Sanction, ray Lords, which all the 
princes of the empire, except his Majesty, saw violated without con- 
cern, arc we now required to exert our force; we are required only 
to perform what we promised by the most solemn treaties, which, 
though they have been broken by the cowardice or ambition of 
other powers, it will be our greatest honour to observe with exem- 
plary fidelity, ' 

With this view, as your Lordships have nlready been informed, 
the Hanoverian troops will march into the empire; nor lias tbeir 
march been hitherto delav cd, either because there was j et no regular 
scheme projected, or because they were obliged to wait for the per- 
mission of the King of Prussia, or because they intended only to 
amuse Europe with an empty show; they were detained, my Lords, 
in Flanders, because it was believed, that they were more useful 
there than they would be in any other place, because they at once 
eiicouragcd the states, alarmed the French, defended the Low Coun- 
tries, and kept the communication open between the Queen’s domi- 
nions and those of her allies. Nor were these advantages, my 
Lbrds, chimerical, and such as are only suggested by a warm ima- 
^nation; for it is evident that by keeping their station in tliosc 
countries, they have chan^d the state of the war, that they have 
VoL. IT X 
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protected the Queen of • Hungaty from being oppressed by a new 
army of French, and given hcr^an opportunity of cstaldishing her- 
self in the possession of Bavaria j tiiut the French forces, instead 
'of being sent either to the assistance of tlic King of Spain agiiinst 
the King of Sardinia, or of the Emjjcror, for the recover)- of those 
dominions which he has lost by an implicit confidence in their 
alliance, have been necessarily drawn down to the opposite extre- 
mity of tlieir dominions, where they arc of no use cither to their 
own countiy, or to their confcdcnites. I'lic united troops of Bri- 
tain and Hanover, therefore, carried on the war, by living at case 
in their quarters in Flanders, more efficaciously, than if they had 
marched immediately into Bavaida or Bohemia. 

Thus, my Lords, I have endeavoured to show the justice of our 
designs, and the usefulness of the measures by ^vhich ^ve have endea- 
voured to execute them; and doubt not, but your I^ordships will, 
upon considering the arguments which have been urged on cither 
side, and those which your own reflections will suggest, allow tha). 
it was not only just but necessary to take into our jtay the troops of 
Handvefj for the support of the Pragmatick Sanction and the pre- 
servation of the House of Austria ; and that since the same reasons 
which induced the government to hire them, still make it neces- 
sary to retain them, you w-ill prefer the general happiness of Eu- 
rope, the obseivation of publiek faith, and the security of our ow’n 
liberties and those of our posterity, to a small alleviation of our 
present expenccs, and unanimously reject a mot ion, which has no 
other teridcncy than to resign tlic ^vorld into the hands of the 
French, and purchase a short and dependent tranquillity by the loss 
of all those blessings which make life desirable. 

• Lord Lonsdale spoke next to the following efTcct : — My Lords, 
notwithstanding the confidence with which the late measures of the 
government have been defended by their authors, I am not yet set 
fi'ee from the scruples which my owii observations had raised, and 
which have been strengthened by the assertions of those noble 
Lords, wlio have spoken in vindication of the motion. 

■ Many of the objections rvhieh have been raised and enforced with 
air the power of argument, have yet remained unanswered, or those 
answers which have been otFered are such as leave the argument in 
its full’Strerigth. Many of tire assertions which have been produced 
seem the effects of hope rather than conviction, and we. are rather 
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told what we are to hope from future measures, than what adran- 
tages we have received from the past. ‘ 

T am, indeed, one of those whom it will be difficult to convincfr-. 
of the propriety of engaging in a new war, when we are unsuccess- 
ful in that which we have already undertaken, and of provoking a 
more powerful enemy, when all our attempts are baffled by a 
weaker ; and cannot yet set myself free’ from the apprehension of 
new defeats and new disgraces from the arms of France, after hav- 
ing long seen how Utile ‘ we are able to punish the Insolence of 
Spain. I cannot but fearthathyan ill-timed and useless opposition 
to schemes, which, however dcstnictiie or unjust, we cannot ob- 
viate,' we shall subject ourselves to numberless calamities, thatlhe 
ocean will be covered with new fleets of privateers, that our com- 
merce will be Inteimpted in every part of the world, and that we 
shall only provoke France to seize what she would at least have 
spared some time longer. 

But, my Lords, if it be granted that the Pragmatick Sanction is 
obligatory to us, thougli it is violated by every other powerj that 
we should labour to reduce the powers of Europe to an equipoise, 
whenever accident oi* folly produces any alterotion of the balance f 
and that we are now not to preserve the House of Austria from 
falling, but raise it from the dust, and restore it to its ancient 
splendour, ei en at the hazard of a war with that power which now 
gjics laws to all the western nations; yet it will not surely be as- 
serted, that we ought to be without limits, that ought to pre- 
serve the House of Austria not only by the danger of our own 
country, but by its certain ruin, and endeavour to avert the possi- 
of slavery by subjecting ourselves to miseTies more severe than 
the utmost arrogance of conquest, or the most cruel wantonness of 
tyranny, 'Would inflict upon us. 

' I have observed, that manyLords have expressed in thii debate an 
Uncommon ardour for the support of the jQueen of Hungary; nor is 
it without pleasure, tl«t I see the most laudable of all motives, 
justice and compassion, operate in this great Assembly with 
80 much force. BLny your Lordships alunys continue to stand the 
great advocates for publick failli, and the patrons of true greatness 
in distress, may magnanimity always gma your regard, and cala- 
mity find shelter under jour protection. 

• 1 likewise, my Lords, desire lo be remembered among those who 

X2 
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reverence thc; virtues and pity the miseries of this illustrious Prin- 
cess, who look with detestation on those who have invaded the do- 
minions which they had obliged themselves by solemn treiitics to 
defend, and who have taken advantage of the gcncrah confederacy 
against her, to enrich themselves with her spoils, wlio have insulted 
her distress, and agginvated her misfortunes. 

But, my Lords, while I feel all these sentiments of compassion 
for the Queen of Hungary, I have not yet been able to forget, that 
my own country claims a nearer regard j that I am obliged both by 
interest and duty to preserve myself and my posterity, and my 
fellow-subjects, fi-om those miseries which I lament j when they 
happen to others, however distant, I cannot but remember, that 1 
am not to save another from destruction by destroying myself, nor 
to rescue Austria by the i-uin of Britain, 

Though I am therefore, my Lords, not unwilling to assist the 
Queen of Hungary, I think it necessary to fix. the limits of our re- 
gard, to enquire how far we mayfiroceed with safety, and what cx- 
perices the nation can bear, and how those cxpcticcs may be best 
employed. The danger of the Queen of Hungary ought not to liave 
an effect which would be reproachful, even if the danger was our 
own. It ought not so far to engross our faculties as to hinder u-' 
from attending to every other object. The man who runs into a 
greater evil to avoid a less, evidently shows, that he -is defective 
either in prudence or in courage, that either he wants the natural 
power of distinguishing, or that his dread of an approaching, or his 
impatience of a present, evil, had taken it away. 

Let us therefore examine, my Lords, the measures with which 
those who are intrusted with the administration of publick affairs, 
would persuade us to concur, and enquire whether tliey are such as 
can be approved by us without danger to our country. Let us con- 
sider, my Lords, yet more nearly, whether they are not such as we 
ourselves could not be prevailed upon even to regard as the object 
of . deliberation, were we not dazzled on one part by glaring pros- 
pects of triumphs and honours, of the reduction of France, and 
the rescue of the world, of the propagation of liberty, and the 
defence of religion, and intimidated on the other by the view of 
approaching calamities, the cnielties of persecution, and the hard- 
ships of slavery. ■ 

All the arts of exaggeration, my Lords, have been practised 
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leconcUe us to ihe measures which are now proposed, and indeed 
all are necessary; for the expences to which we are about to con- 
denrn this nation are such as it is not able to bear, and to which 
no Lord in this House would consent were he calm enough to 
number the sums. 

. To prove the truth of this assertion, one question is necessary. 
Is any Lord in this Assembly willing to assist the Queen of Hun- 
gary at the expence of sucteen* hundred thousand a year’ — I think 
the universal silence of this Assembly is a sufficient proof that no 
one is ^YilUngi I will however repeat my question. — Is any Lord in 
this Assembly willing that this nation should assist the Queen of 
Hungaiy at the annual expence of sixteen himdred thousand 
pounds ’ — The House is, as I expected, still silent, and therefore I 
may now safely proceed upon the supposition of an unanimous ne* 
gathe. Nor does any thing remain in order to evince the impro- 
priety of the measures which we are about to pursue, but that every 
Lord may reckon up the sum required for the support of those 
troops. Let him take a view of oiu* military estimqtes, and he will 
quickly be convinced, how much we are condemned to suffer 4n 
this cause. He will find, that we are about not only to remit 
yearly iato a foreign country more than a million and a half of 
money, hut to hazard the lives of multitudes of our fellow-subjects, 
inaquaiTel which at most affects us but remotely j that we are 
about to incur as au'iiUaries mi expence greater than that which 
the principals sustain. 

The sum which I h.vve mentioned, roy Lords, enormous as it may 
appear, is by no means exaggerated bejond the truth. Whoever 
shall examine the common military estimates, will easily be con- 
vinced, that the forces which we now maintain upon the continent 
cannot be supported at Jess cxpencej and that we are therefore 
about to exhaust oui country in a distant quarrel, and to lavish our 
blood and treasure with uselese profusion. 

This profusion, my Lmds, is useless, at least useless to any other 
end, than an ostentatious display of our forces, and our riches j not 
because the balance of power is irrecoverably destroyed, not because 
it is contrarj' to the natural interest of an island to engage in wars 
on the continent, nor because we shall lose more by the diminution 
W our commerce, than we shall gain by an annual victory. It is 
useless, not because the power of France has by long negligence 
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been suffered to swell beyond all oppositionj nor because llic Queen 
of Hungary ouglit. not to be assisted at the lia'/ai d of tbis kingdom, 
though all these reasons arc of importance enough to claim our con- 
sideration. It is useless, niy Lords, because the. Queen of Hungary 
may be assisted more powerfully, at. less charge, t)e(.au.=,c a tliird part 
of this sum will enable her to raise, and to maintain, a greater Ijody 
of men than iiavc now been sent her. 

Nor will the troops which .she may l)e thus enabled to raise, my 
Lord.?, be only more mimcrons, but more lilccly to prosecute the war 
with ardour j nmd to conclude it therefore with success, 'nicy will 
fight for the preservation of their own country, they will dmw their 
swords to defend their houses ami tlieir restates, their wives and their 
children, from the rage of tyrants and invaders; they will enter the 
field as men who cannot leave it to tlieir enemies without rc.signing 
all that makes life valuable; and who will therefore more willingly 
die than turn their backs. 

It may reasonably be imagined, my Lords, that the Queen will 
place more confidence in such forces, than in troops which arc to 
fight only for honour or for pay ; and th.at she will expect from the 
affection of her own .subjects, a degree of zeal and constancy which 
she cannot hope to excite in foreigners; and that she \vill think 
lierself more secure in the protection of those whose fidelity she 
may secure by the solemnity of an oath, than those who have no par- 
ticular regard for her person, nor any ohligtitions to sujiport her 
government. 

It is no inconsiderable motive to this method of assisting our 
ally, that vyc shall entirely fake jiway fj’om Fi'ancc all jiretcncos of 
hostilities or resentment, since Ave shall not attack her troops or 
invade her frontiers, but only furnish llic Queen of Hungary with 
money, without directing her liow to apply it. I am far, my 
Lords, from being so much intimidated by the late increase of the 
French greatness, as to imagine, that no limits can be set to their 
ambition, I am far from despairing, that tljc Queen of Hungary 
alone, supported by us with pecuniary assistance, may be able to 
reduce them to solicitations for peace by driving them out of her 
dominions, and pursuing them into their own. But as the chance 
of war is alwa)'s uncertain, it is surely most prudent to clmse .such 
a conduct as may exempt us from danger in all events ; and since 
we are not certain of conquering the French, it is, in my opinion. 
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most eligible not to provoke them, bccansc we cannot be conqncrctl 
uitliout ruin. ’ 

T1;?3 method is jet eligible on another account; by proceeding 
with frugality, ive shall gain time to obscn’c the progress of ihft 
nar, onil natch the apjicarance of any fasTiurablc opportiinitj, 
■without exliausUng oURcUcs so far as to be made unable to im* 
pros c them. 

Tlic time, my Lords, nt which sve shall be thus cxhaustetl, at 
which «c shall be raluccd to nn absolute inability to raise tin nnny 
or equip a fleet, is not nt a great distance. If our htc profusion be 
for a sliort lime conlinunl, we shall quickly liavc dminet! the last 
remains of the wealth of our country*. IVc have long gone on from 
year to year, raiaiog taxes and contracting debts ; nnd unless the 
riches of Britrun arc absolutely unlimited, must in a short time rc« 
diicc them to nothing, Ourexiicneea arc not all, indeed, equally 
destruclUc} tome, though the method of raising them be vciatimu 
and oppressive, do not much impoverish the n.ation, ticenuse they 
arc refunded by the extravagance and luxury of those who arc re- 
tained In the |tay of the Court) but foreign wars thrmten imme- 
diate destruction, since the money that U spent in distant countries 
can never fall back into its former clianncls, but ts dissipated an 
the continent, and irrecoverably lost. 

' When this consideration is present to niy mind, and on tliis occa- 
sion no man who Im any rcgaitl for himself or his posterity can 
omit it, I cannot but think with horror on o vote by wliich such 
prodigious sums arc wwOed into another region : I cannot but 
tremble at the sound of n tax for llic support of a foreign war, nnd 
think ft French army landed on our coasts not much more to lie 
dreaded than the nnnua! payment (o which we appear now to be 
condemned, and from which nothing can preserve us but the Ad- 
dress which is now proposed. 

By what arguments the Commons were penuailctl, or by wliat 
motives incited, to vote n supply for the sup|xirt of this mercenary 
force, I liave not jet heard; nor os n member of this Hou*c, my 
Lords, was it necessary for me to enquire. Their nulliority, though 
mentioned with so much solemnity on this occasion, is to have no 
influence on our determinations. If they are mistaken, it is more 
necessary for us to enquire with uncommon caution. If they ate 
corrupt, it Is more necosiary form to presene our integrity. If 
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we are to comply blindly with their decisionsj our knowledge or ex- 
perience are of no benefit to our country, we only waste time in 
useless solemnities, and may be once more declared useless to the 
piiblick. - ^ 

The Commons, my Lords, do not imagine themselves, nor arc 
imagined by the nation, to constitute the legislature. The people, 
when any uncommon heat prevails in the other House, disturbs their 
debates and over-rules their determinations, have been long accus- 
tomed to expect redress and security from our calmer counsels j and 
have considered this House as the place where reason and justice 
may be. heard, when by clamour and uproar they arc driven from the 
other. On this occasion, my Lords, every Briton fixes his eyes 
upon us, and every man who has sagacity enough to discover the 
dismal approach of pnblick poverty, now supplicates your Lordships, 
by agreeing to this addicss, to preserve him fiom it. 

Then the Speaker spoke to the following purport My Lords, 
having very attentively observed the whole progress of this imjioit- 
ant debate, and considered with the utmost impartiality the argu- 
ments which have been made use of on each side, I cannot think the 
question before us doubtful or difiicult ; and hope that I may pro- 
mote a speedy decision of it by recapitulating what has been already* 
urged, that the debate maybe considered atone view, and by adding 
some, observations which have arisen to my own thoughts on tliis 
occasion. , 

; At the first view of the question before us in its present state, no 
man can. find any reasons for prejudice in favour of the Address pro- 
posed. This House is, indeed, yet divided, and many Lords have 
spoken on each side with great force and with great address; but 
the authority of the other House, added to the numbers which have 
already declared in this for the support of the foreign troops, is 
sufficient to turn the balance, in the opinion of any man who con- 
tents himself to judge by the first appearance of things; and must 
incline :h.im to imagine that position at least more probable, which 
is ratified by the determinaHpn of one House and yet undecided by 
the other. 

I know, my Lords,, what may be objected to these observations 
on the other House, and readily agree with the noble, Lord, that 
our determinations ought not to be influenced by theirs. But on 
this occasion, I introduce theii’ decision mot as the decrees of legis- 
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htors, Injt as Ihc wault of tUe coniulcradan of triw men j am! in 
lUU tenw il may be no Ic?s irasotiahle (o cjitntc the cletcmiirutlon 
of the Commott*, Uan to {ntroducc the ojunhm of any prbalc man 
knowlctlgc or ajKricacc gi^e liU opinion a ebtra to our 

regartL 

KoVtlo 1 mention Uietrcighlofaulhottiyrm one *h!e as luflicienl 
to influence Uic prirafe i!ftennlo.i!ion of any in this firmt ctMntiMy. 
It is the pririlege and t!>c duly of mer)' min, sihn pcn'pi>cs a feat 
In tlic highest conncil of Inf anintty, to ijtikc ii*r of hi< o«n ejef 
and hU otvn under; landing, to reject ihtw* nrguajcnts of uhlch he 
cannot find the forer, islntctcr eficcf thej* may line othrn, 
and to dbcluipi the great trsut ctinferml upon M:n by eomtdtln/^ 
no conscience but Ini ou-m 

Yet tliougli ire arc by no ineani to lufTer the d'*{trrnmnlion« of 
other men to repf«» oirr ctjqulrics, we may renslnly mike «‘e o! 
tbeni to at'ht them ; «c miy iciy' properly Ojcrrrorc enquire ll>e 
rtasoni tint induccil the other JImue lo apprmc tho*ehlU» lOdch 
are brouclit before them, linceil If rwl likely lliil t)»riret>n*rnt was 
obtained lehljout arguments, at least pn>hibli*, though they art 
Dot to l/c by us comlderol a* eonclitdie ujmn their auUK>rity. • TIjc 
chief admntagr ithlch the publlck m f»on) n lrt;i*bt«rcfonJ>eil 
of scTcral tlistinct pmicfi, I*, tlat all Uwr must ycv'i through many 
deltbcratiom of ai'cmblies independent on racli other, of which, if 
tljc one !>c agitated by faction or distracted !»y disUlons, it may be 
ho])Qd, that the otitcr wid be calm and united, nnd of whk'h it ean 
hardly be feared tliat tlicj* can nt any tiiiie contiir in ix;casure4 apj*3- 
lently dcAttwtlbe to the towtmo-tvvvtohh. 

But these cnqulritu, my Ijonli, Iiowetcr jirojvr or neet-t‘ary, are 
to be made byui not in tolemn af*endi!ki, but in our private cha- 
racters} and (hcrefurc I shall not now lav luTurc )our Lurthhljn 
wliat 1 liavc heart] from thf»*c whom I love conmlteiJ for tlic sake 
of obtaining infurmation on thii inqmrtant question, nr shall ut 
least not offer it as the opinion of the Omnimns, or pretend to add 
to it any Influence different fiom that of rvi'ou and Iniili. 

The argvnnenta which Ime been ofiiTCvl In thbdeliatp for the mo- 
tion, are Indeed jucli m do not make any vtnconjiiioii <tv|ic»lienli nc- 
ccisaty, they will not drive live wlvomtCf* for the htp meafures lo 
seek a refuge In authority Instead of reason. Tljcy requlrr) In my 
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opinion, only to be considered ■with* a calm attention, and their 
force will immediately be at an end. 

The most plausible objection, my Lords, is, that the measures to 
which your approbation is now desired, were concerted and executed 
without the concun'ence of the Senate 5 and it is therefore urged, 
that they cannot now deserve our approbation, because it was not 
asked at the proper time. 

In order to answer tliis objection, ray Lords, it is necessary to 
consider it more distinctly than those who made it appear to have 
done, that we may not suffer ourselves to confound questions real 
and personal, to mistake one object for another, or to be confound- 
ed by different views. 

That the consent of the Senate was not asked, my Lords, sup- 
posing it a neglect, and a neglect of a criminal kind, of a tendency 
to weaken our authority and shake the foundations of our constitu- 
tion, which is the utmost that the most ardent . imagination, or the 
most hyperbolical rhetorick can utter or suggest, may be indeed a 
just reason for invective against the ministers, but is of no force if 
urged against the measures. To take auxiliaries in oui- pay may be^ 
right, though it might be wrong toliirc them witliout applying to 
the Senate ; as it is proper to throw \vatcr upon a fire, though it was 
conveyed to the place without tlic leave of those from whose well it 
was dra'o'n, or over -whose ground it was carried. 

If the liberties of Europe be really in danger, if our treaties 
oblige us to assist the 'Queen of Hungary against the invadem of 
her dominions, if the ambition of France requires to be repressed, 
and the powers of Germany to be animated against her by the cer- 
tain prospect of a vigorous support, I cannot discover the propriety 
of this motion, even supposing that we have not found from the 
ministers all the respect that we have a right to demand. As a 
lawful authority may do wrong, so right may be sometimes done by 
an unlawful power; and surely, though usurpation ought to be pu- 
nished, the benefits which have been pi ocured by it; are not to be 
thrown away. We may retain the troops that have been hired, if 
tliey are useful, though we should censurejthe niinistiy for taking 
them into pay. 

But the motion to which our concurrence is no-iv required, is a 
motionby which we are to punish ourselves for the crime of the mi- 
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nisters, by which we are about fo leave ourselves (IcFenccless, bo 
cause we Iwve been armed Antbout our consent, and to rcsi^ up all 
tjur rights and privileges to France, because we suspect, that tliey 
have not been suITiciently regarded on this occasion by our nunuleis. 

Those noble Lords who Iiave dwelt with the greatest ardour on 
this otulssion, have made no proposition for censuring those whom 
they condemn as the authors of it, though thU objection must ter- 
minate in an cn(juiry inti their conduct, anti has no real relation to 
the (rue question now before us, which is, whether the auxiliaries 
be of any use? IF they arc useless, they ought to be discharged with- 
out any other reason} if they arc necessary, they ought to be re- 
tained, whatever censure may Cdl upon the minUtty. 

] am, indeed, far from thinicing, that when your Lordships liave 
autficiently examined the afiair, you will think your inWilcgcs in- 
vaded, or the jjubUck trepanned by artidce into expensive measures ; 
since it will appear, tliat the ministrj' in reality preferred the most 
honest to the safest methods of proceeding, and chose rather to ha- 
zard themselves, than to practise or nj^pcar to practise any fraud 
Uiwn their country. ' 

When it wus resolved in council to take the troops of Hanover 
into the pay of Britain, a resolution which, as your Lordihlps have 
already been informed, was made only n few da)s before tlje Senate 
rose, it was natural to consider, whether the consent of the Senate 
should not be demanded ; but when U appeared upon reflection, tiiat 
to bring an affair of so great hnportance before the last remnant of 
a House of Commons, after far llic greater part had retired to the 
care of their own affairs, would be suspected as fraudulent, and 
might give the nation reason to fear, tliat such me-osurcs were In- 
tended as the ministers were afraid of laying before a full Senate} 
it was thought more proper to defer the application to the next 
Session, and to venture upon the measures that wci’c formed, upon 
a full conviction of their necessity. - 

This conduct, ray Lords, was exactly conformable to the demands 
of those, by whom the court has hithcito been oppoicd, and who 
have signalized themselves as the roost watchful guatdians of lU 
berty. Among these men, votes of credit !mc never been mentioned 
but Avith detestation, ' as acts of implicit confnlence, by wliich the 
riches of the nation are thrtwvn cIoAvn at the feet of the ministry to 
he squandered at pleasure. When it has been \«ged, that emergen- 
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cies may arise/ during t he recess of the Senate, whicli may profhicc 
a necessity of cxpcnccs, and that tliercfoi'c some credit ought to he 
given which may enable the Crown to provide against accidents, it 
has been answered, that the cxpenecs which are incurred during the 
recess of the Senate, will be either necessary or not j that if liiey are 
necessary, the ministry have no reason to distrust, the approbation 
of the Senate, hut if they are irscless, tlicy ought not to expect it. 
And that, instead of desiring to be cxcmjitcd from any subsequent 
censures, and to be secured in esactioas or prodigality by a previous 
vote, they ought v.-illingly to adininbtcr the publiek aflairs at their 
own hazard, and await the judgement of tlic Senate, when the time 
shall come, in which their ])roceeding.s arc laid before if. 

Such have hitherto been the sentiments of tlie most zealous advo- 
cates for the rights of the people; nor did 1 expect from any iinn 
who desired to appear under that character, th.at he xvould censure 
the ministiy for having thrown themselves upon the judgement of 
the Senate, and neglected to secure thcm.«clve.s by any previous ap- 
plications, for having trusted in their own integrity, and exposed 
their conduct to an open examination without .subterfuges and 
without precautions. I did not imagine, my I^ords, that a Senate, 
upon whose decision all the measures which have been taken, so 
apparently depend, would have been styled a Senate exjnvcncd only 
to register the determinations of the ministry ; or that any of your 
Lordships would think his privileges diminished, because money was 
not demanded before the use of it was fully known. 

If we lay aside, my Lords, all enquiries into precedents, and, 
without regard to any political considcmlions, examine this afliur 
only by the light of reason, it will surely appear, that the ministry 
could not, by any other method of proceeding, have shown equal 
regard to the Senate, or equal confidence in their justice and their 
wisdom. Had they desired a vote of credit, it might have been 
justly objected, that they required to be trusted with the publiek 
money, without declaring, or being able to declare, how it ^v•as to 
be employed; that either they questioned the wisdom or honesty of 
the Senate; and therefore durst undertake nothing, till they wei-c 
secure of the supplies necessary for the execution of it. Had they 
informed both Houses of their vvhole scheme, they might have been 
still charged, and charged with gi-eat appearance of justice, with 
having preferred their own safety to that of the publiek, and having 
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rather discovered their designs to the enemy, tlian trusted to the 
judgement of the Senate; nor could any excuse have beenmade for 
a conduct so contrary to all the rules of war, but such as most hav® 
dishonoured either the ministers or the Senate, such as must hare 
implied, either that the measures intended were unworthy of appro- 
bation, or that they were by no means certain that even tbe best 
conduct would not be censured. 

Thfee objections they foresaw, and allowed to be valid j and there- 
fore generously determined to pursue the end which every man was 
supposed to approve, by tbe best means which they could discover, 
and to refer their conduct to a full Senate, in which they did not 
doubt but their inte^ity, and perhaps their success, would find 
them vindicators. Instead of applying, therefore, to the remains of 
the Commons, a few days before the general recess j instead of as- 
sembling their friends by private intinaations, at a time when most 
of those, from uhom they might have dreaded opposition, had re- 
tired, they detcimined to attempt, at their own hazard, whatever 
they judged necessary for the promotion of the common cause, and 
to refer their measures to the Senate, when it should be again as- 
sembled. ' 

Tiie manner in uhicli one of the hoble Lords, who have spolten 
in support of the Addre<ss, has thought it necessary that they should 
have applied to us, is indeed somewhat extraordinary, such as is 
certainly without precedent, and such as is not very consistent with 
the constituent rights of the difierent powers of the legislature. His 
l/ordship has been pleased to remarh, that the Crown has entered 
into a treaty, and to ask why that treaty was not previoiish laid be- 
fore the Senate for its approbation? ' 

I know not, my Lords, with vvliat propriety this contract for the 
troops of Hanover can be termed a treaty. It is well known, that 
no power in this kingdom can enter into a treaty with a foreign state 
except the King; and it is equal)) certain, that, vv ith regard to Han- 
over, the same right is limited to the Elector. This treaty there- 
fore, my Lords, is a treaty of the same person with himself, a ti eaty 
of which the two counterparts are to receive their ratification from 
Ivtwg svgwcd With the same hand. This surely is a treaty of a new 
kind, suciv as no national assembly has yet considered. Had any 
other power of Jlritain than Us King, or in Hanover any other than 
the IUcc.tor,'thc light of entering into publick engagements, a 
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treaty might have been made ; - but as the constitution of both na- 
tions is formed, the treaty is merely chimerical and absolutely 
impossible. ‘ 

Had such a treaty, as is thus vainly imagined, been really made, 
itAvould yet be as ineonsistent with the fundamental establishment 
of the empire, to require that before it was ratified, it should have 
been laid before the Senate. To make treaties, as to make war, is 
the acknowledged and established prerogative of the Crown. When 
war is declared, the Senate is indeed to consider, whether it ought 
to be earned on at the expence of the nation ; and if treaties require 
any supplies to put them in execution, t hey likewise fall properly at 
that time under senatorial cognisance : but to require that treaties 
shall not be ti-ansacted without our previous conc*urrencc, is almost 
to annihilate the power of the Crown, and to expose all our designs 
to the opposition of our enemies, before they can be completed. 

• If therefore the troops of Hanover can be of use for the perform- 
ance of our stipulations, if they can contribute to the support of 
the House of Austria, the ministry cannot, in my opinion, be cen- 
sured for having taken them into British pay; nor can we refuse our 
concurrence with the Commons in providing for their support, un- 
less it sha.ll appear, that the design for wlucli all our preparations 
have been made, is such as cannot be executed, or such as ought 
not to be pursued. 

Several arguments have been offered to prove both these posi- 
tions; one noble Lord has asserted, that it is by no means for the 
advantage either of ourseh'es or any other .n^ition, to restore the 
House of Austria to its ancient elevation ; anothei', that it is by the- 
Imperial constitutions luilawful for any of the Princes of Germany 
to make war upon the Emperor solemnly acknowledged by the Diet. 
They have endeavoured to intimidate us, by turning our view to 
the difficulties by which our attempts are obstimctcd ; difficulties' 
which they affect to represent as insuperable, at least to this nation 
in its present state. With this design, my Lords, has the greatness 
of the French power been exaggerated, the faith of the King of Sar- 
dinia questioned, and the King of Prussia represented as determined 
to support- the pretensions of the Emperor; with this view has our' 
natural strength been depreciated, and all our measures and hopes 
have been ridiculedi with wantonness, not very consistent with the 
character of a British patriot. ■ 
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^ Most of these arguments, roy Lords, have been already answered, 
and answered in such a manner m has, I believe, nqt failed of con- 
vincing every Lord of their insufficicncj’, unless perhaps those arc 
to be eicepted by whom they were offered. It has with great pro- 
■priety been observed, that the inconsistencyimputed to his Majesty 
in opposing the Emperor for whom he voted, is merely imaginary j 
since it is not a necessary consequence, that he for whom he voted 
is therefore lawfully elected} and b«:anse his Majesty does not 
engage in this war for the sake of dethroning the Emperor, but of 
supporting the Pragmalick Sanction} nor does he oppose him as 
the head of the German body, but as the in'ader of the dominion* 
of Austria. 

With regard to the propriety of maintaining the Austrian family 
in its present possessions, and of raising it, if our aras should be 
prosperous, to its ancient greatness, it has been shown, that no 
other power is able to defend Europe either pgainst the Turks 
on one part, or the French on the other; two powers equally pro- 
fessing the destructho intention of ext ending their dominions with- 
out limits, and of trampling upon the privileges and liberties of all 
the rest of mankind. 

It has been shown, that the general scheme of policy uniformly 
pursued by our ancestors in every period of time, since the incieose 
of the French greatness, has been to preserve an equipoise of power, 
by which all the smaller states are preserved in security. It is ap- 
parent, that by this scheme alone can the happiness of mankind be 
preserved, and that no other family but that of Austria is able to 
balance the House of Bourbon. 

'Ihis equipoise of power has by some Lords been imagined anaiiy 
scheme, a pleasing speculation which, however it may amuse the 
imagination, can never be reduced to practice It has been assert- 
ed, that the state of nations is always variable, that dominion is 
every day transferred by ambition or by casualties, that inheritances 
fall by want of heirs into other liands, and that kingdoms are by one 
accident divided at one time, and at other times consolidated by a 
different event ; that to be the guardians of all tho«e, whose credu- 
lity or folly may betray them to concur with the ambition of an art- 
ful neighbour, and to promote the oppression of themselves, is an 
endless task ; and that to obviate jdl tlie accidents by which pro- 
vinces may change their masters, is an undertaking to which no 
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human foresight is equal ; that Ave have not a right lo hinflcr the 
course of succession for our own interest, nor toohstruct those con* 
tracts Avhich independent princes arc persuaded to make, Iwwcvcr 
contmry to their own interest, or to the general advantage of man- 
kind. And it has been concluded by those rcasoncrs, that we should 
show tlic highest degree of wisdom, and the t ruest, tliough not the 
most refined jiolicy, by attending steadily to our own interest, by 
■improving the dissensions of our ncighboims to onr own advantage, 
■by extending our commerce, and increasing our riches, without any 
regard to the happiness or miser)', freedom or slaver)*, of the rest of 
mankind. . 

I believe I need not very laboriously collect arguments to prove 
to. your Ivordships, that this scheme of selfish negligence, of supine 
tranquillity, is equally imiinidcnt and ungenerous ; since if we ex- 
amine the histoiy of the last century, we shall easily discover, that 
.,if this nation had not interposed, the French li.ad now been masters 
of more than balf Europe j and it cannot be imagined, that they 
would have su fibred us to set them at defiance in tlic midst of their 
grcatnc.ss, that they would have spared us out of tenderness, or for- 
borne to attaclv us out of fwir. WJint the Sp.aniai'ds attempted, 
though unsuccessfully, from a more distant ])art of the world, in the 
pride of their American afiluoncc, would ciThiinly liavc been once 
more endeavoured by France, witlj far greater advantages, and as it 
may be imagined, willi a difiei'cnt event. 

, That it Avould have been cjidcavourcd, cannot be doubted, be- 
cause the endeavour would not Ijave been liazardoiis; by once de- 
feating pur fleet, they might land their forces, which might be 
wafted oyer, in a vciy short time, and by a single victory they might 
conquer all the island, or that part of it at least which is most 
worth the labour of conquest j and though they should be unsuc- 
cessful, they, could. suffer nothing but the mortification of tlicir 
pride, and \vould be in a short, time enabled to make a new 
attempt. ^ , 

Thus, my Lords, if w'e could . preserve our liberty in the general 
subjection of the western, part of the world, we should do it only by 
. turning our . isl and into a garrison, by 1 ay ing aside all other employ- 
ment than the study of war, and by making it our only care to 
wafch du'r.- coasts : a state vyhich , surely ought to be avoided at al- 
most any expence and at, any hazai'd. r 
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To think that \re couW extend oiir trade or increase our riches 
‘ in this state of thecontinent, is to forget the effects of universal em- 
pire. The rVeneb, my Lords, uould then be in possession of all 
the trade of those pro^ inccs whicli they liad conquered, they ould 
be masters of all their ports and of all tlietr shipping j and your 
Ixjrdships may easily conceive with what security we should venture 
upou the ocean, in a state of war, when all the harbours of the con- 
tinent aOonled shelter to our enemies. Jf the rrcnch priralccra 
from a fcw^obscure creeks, unsupported by a fleet of war, or at least 
not supported by a navy equal to our own, could make such devas- 
tations in our trade as enabled their country to hold out ogaiost 
the conTederaty of almost all the neighbouring powers j wluU, my 
Lords, might not be dreaded by ns, when every ship upon the ocean 
should be an enemy j when we should beat once oterhome by the 
wealth and the numbers of our adversaries j when the trade of the 
world should be in their hands, and their navies no less numerous 
than their troops ? 

I have made this digression, my Lords, I hope not wholly without 
necessity, to show tlut the advantages of presersing the c<iuipoisc 
- of Europe arc not, as they have been sometimes conceived, empty 
sounds, or idle notions; but that by the balance of one nation 
agsdnst another, both the safety of other countries and of our own 
is preserved j and that therefore it requires oU ourvigiiance and all 
our resolution to establish and maintain it. 

That there may come a time in which this scheme will be no 
longer practicable, when a coalition of dominions may be inevitable, 
and when one power will be necessarily exalted above the rest, is 
indeed not absolutely impossible, and therefore not to be peremp- 
torily denied. But it is not to bc'iDferrcd. that our care is vain at 
present, because, perhaps, it may come time be vain liereaftcr j or 
that we ought now to sink into slavery without a struggle, because 
the time may come, when our strongest clTorts will be ineffectual. 

. It has indeed been almost asserted, that the fatal hour is jiow ar- 
rived, and that it is to no purpo-c that wc endeavour to raise any 
farther oppodtiou to the nnivcrsal monarch) projected by France. 
Ale are told, that the nation is exhausted and dispirited j that we 
havenctllici influence, nur riches, nor courage remaining} that we 
shall be left to stand alone against the united House of Bourbon } 
tliat the Austrians cannot, anvl that the Dutch will not, a^iSl ns; 
VoL II. . y 
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that the lung of Sal'd will desert his alliance j that the King of 
Erussiadifis declared against usj and therefore, that by engaging in ' 
• the snppprt of the Ffagraatick Sanction, we arc about to draw 
upon ourselves that ruin, which every other power has foreseen and 
shynned. . ■ . ■ ' • . , . 

- -. Fam far from denying, my Lords, that the. power of France i.'<^ 
great and dangerous ; but can draw no conseq^ucnce from that pp-,? 

'■ sition,: but that this force is to be opposed before it is still greater, 
and . this danger to be obviated while it is yet surmountable, and 
surmountable I still believe it by unanimity and- courage, 

\ If oUr wealth, my Lords, is diminished, it is time to confine the- 
connnerce of that nation by which wc have been diivcn out of the, 
.markets of the continent, by destroying their shipping, and inter- 
cepting their merchants. If our courage is depressed, it is depress- 
ed not by any change in the nature of the inhabitants of this island, 
but -by a; long course of inglorious compliance with the demands,- 
and of mean submission to the insults, of other nations,.tq which it; 
is necessary to put an end by vigorous resolutions. 

- ? If our allies are timoi'ous, and wavering, it is necessary to: encou- - 
-roge them by vigorous measures; for as fear, so courage, is pro, n 

duped by example : the bravery of a single- man may withhold an. 
grmyfi'om flight, -and other nations will be ashamed to discover any. 
dread of that power which Fiance alone sets at defiance. They will; 
*be less -afraid to declare their intentiDns,,when they, are; convinced., 
that We intend to support them; and if there be, in reality, any 
prince who dpes not favour our .design, he will be at least less in- 
clined to obstruct it, as he finds the opjwsitioni which, he must en- 
counter, more formidable. ' 

For this reason, my Lords, -I am:far from discovering the justnessi 
of the opinion which has prevailed very much in the nation, on this, 
occasion; that we are not to act without allies, because allies are 
most easily to be procured by acting, and because it is reasonable and; 
hecessaiy for us to perform our part, however other powers ; may 
neglect theirs,: ^ : - 

The ad,vice which the Senate has of ten repeated to his Majesty,, 
has been to oppose the progress of France; and though it should be 
allowed, that. he has been advised to proceed in concert with his al- 
lies, yet it must be understood' to suppose such allies aS may be- 
found to have courage and honesty enough to concur with him, It ' 
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cannot b! intended, tliat ahonld cfcby Ida Assistance till cortaip- 
tion is reclaimed, or till cowardice Is nnin^ted ; for to promise tlje' 
Queen of llungar)’ nssistanCe on 6oel» terms, stoold be to insult tier 
calamities, and to ttldiold our fuccouri till (be ss-ns Irrecotcmbl/ 
mined. TJic Senate could not in-ut Ibat sve should staml neuter/ 
.till nil tliose, Ttlio As*crc engaged by treaty to euppoit the Pragma- 
tick Sanction, should appear iviHing to fulfil their sllpubtiom j for 
even France is to be numbered among those who hare promUctl to 
support the lfou«c of Austria in its jxHicssions, however she may 
tfow cndcavuur to take tlicm away. 

Even with rt^nF to that power from which most assistance niay* 
be reasonably expected, nothing would be rrtore Imprudent llmu to 
declare, that we determine not to act witliout tlicmj fur wlnt then 
Would be necessaf)', but Uial the Jn-nch infiuence one town In’ 
their provinces, or one deputy In their aswmhlies, and ruin the 
iiouse of Austria in security and at leisure, without any other ex’-’ 
pence than lliat of a bribe? 

It waa therefore nce«?ary to tramport our troops into riandiri, 
to show the world, tlat w*c were no longer Inclined to stand idlrf 
'fpcctators of the (rouhies of Europe j that we no longer intended 
to amuM oonclves, or our confedernlcs, with negotiations which 
might produce no treaties, or rvUh treaties which nught bo broken’ 
whenever the violation of them aflorded any prospect of ilial advan-' 
we were now resolved to' sacrifice tho pica-iurcsof ncutri\lily,‘ 
and the profits of i>eae«rvd trafilck, to tlvc tccutily of the liberties of 
Europe, and the ob«cnatlou of publici; fatlh. 

Tins necessity was so generally allow wl, tleit w hen the fitat body' 
9rtro0{)s‘wa3 sent orcr, no objection was made by those who found' 
themselves inclined to cciuUro the conduct of our afiairs, but that' 
.they vVere nbt'sufEcitmly ntmiwms to defied thcnlscUcs, and would' 
l^’ taken jurlsoners by a French detoelnncnl'; the rtiinUtjy wcrtf 
llwteforb asked, why HieydHl'not send a larger force, why ijiej'cn-’ 
gaged in hostilities, w’hleh'cbuld'ortly tliQ laughter of out* che- 
rales; ahd w!iy; if'liwy irtterided war! llicy did not'ratiealVarnrysbf-* 
ficient to prosecute It.- • ' 

' An army, my ioids, an army truly fortuidahlci IS'ribwraiicdiahd 
nssettibled’on the frontiers -or l^rince, ready to assisf our ally; aVuT 
•tb pot astop'to'the violchce of invasion#. IFc now'stleoutieh'c^ 
Once-agala unUed-with.the ITottse of Austria, and m.iy-hojic‘oncc^ 

va 
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more to drive the oppressors of manldnd before us. But now, my 
Lords, a clamour is propagated through the nation, that these mea- 
sures which have been so long desired, are pernicious and treache- 
rous ; that we are armed not against France, but against ourselves ; 
that our armies are sent over either not to fight, or to fight in a 
quarrel hi which we have no concern ; to gain victories fi’om which 
this nationNvill receive no- advantage, or to bring new dishonour 
upon their country by a shameful inactivi^ 3 ^ 

■ This clamour, which, if it had been confined to the vulgar, had. 
been^ perhaps, of no great importance, nor could have promoted any 
of the designs of those by whom it was raised, has been mentioned 
in this House as an argument in favour of the motion which is now 
under the consideration of j’our Lordships j and it has been urged, 
that these measures cannot be proper, because .all measures, by 
which his Majesty’s government is made unpopular, must in the. 
eiid be, destructive to- the nation. 

On this occasion, my Lords, it is necessary to consider the nature 
of popularity, and to enquire how far it is to be considered in the 
administration of publick affairs. If by.popularity is meant only ^ 
sudden shout of applause, obtained by a compliance with the prc-i 
sent inclination of the people, however .excited, or of .whatsoever 
tendency, I shall without scruple declare, that popularity is to be 
despised j it is to be despised, my Lords, because it cannot be pre- 
served without abandoning much more valuable considerations. 
The inclinations of the people have in all ages been too vai'iable for 
regard. But if by popularity be meant that s.et tied confidence and 
lasting esteem, which a good government may justly claim from the 
subject, I am far from denying that it is truly desirablcj and that, 
no wise man ever disregarded it. , But this popularity, my Lords, is 
very consistent with contempt of riotous clamours, and of mistaken 
complaints; and is often only to be obtained by an opposition to 
the reigning opinions, and a neglect of. temporary discontents ; opi- 
nions which .may be inculcated without difficulty by .fovourite ora- 
tors, and. discontents which the eloquence of seditious writers may 
easily produce on ignorance and inconstancy. - : 

f/HoW easily the opinions of the vulgar may be regulated by those 
who have 'obtained, by whatever methods, their esteem, the debate 
bf-'this day, my Lords, may inform us j since if the measures against 
whioli this mot ion is intended, be really unpopular, as they hayc 
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been represented, It is e> itlcnt lliat there luu been htclf a tcry re- 
markable clianjc In the scntinKUls of the lution; for it U yet ft 
Tciy little time since the reprcision of the indolence of France, and 
the relief of the JJuccn of Hungary tans so generally nuhed, and to 
importunately demantlcd, that )wt! mcasarci like these l)ccn tlien 
formed, it U not Improbable tlial they might liavr rceoncnctl the 
publick to llsat man, whom the wnitctl \oicc of the nation has lotjg 
laboured to o^crb^a^. 

^ It is indeed urgctl with a degree of confidenre, which ought, in 
rny opinion, to procectl from stronger pnx>f tiian lia.s jet been pro- 
duced, that nohostilUica arc intended; that our Armaments on the 
continent are'an idle show, an Inoflensise ostentation, and that 
the troops of Hanover base been hired only to cnfich the electorate, 
under the ap]>eara«cc of astistiog thcfhicvn of Hungary, whom in 
reality they carmot mocoiir without drawing upon their country the 
imperial interdict. 

It lias been allcgcti, my Lonh, tlat these measures liarc been 
concerted wholly for the advantage of Hanotcr} thattliU kingdom 
b to be tacnruttl to the electorate, and that we arc in reality in- 
tended to be matle trihutariN to a i>ctty power. 

. In connmiation of these suggestions, ndiant.ngc has been taken 
from eserj* circumstance iltaC could rulinit of misrepresentation* 
The conditution of Uic einptrc has been falsely quolwi, to prove 
that they cannot act against the Erajuror, and their inactivity io 
Flanders lias been produced as a proof, that they do not intend to 
?nlcr Ctrmany. 

tVhocicr shall consult the constituent and fundamental pact. by, 
vhich tlic German form of government is established, will find, my 
ords, that it is not in the power of the £tnjHror alone to lay any 
f the States of Germany vmder tiie ban; and that llic clccton arc 
idcpcndcnt in their own dominions, so far as that thq’ may enter 
ito alliances with foreign powers, and make war upon each 
her. 

It appears therefore, my Lords, tliat no law proUlbita the Elector 
Hanover to send his troops to the assistance of the Queen of 
mgary ; he may in consctjucncc of treaties march into Germany, 
d attack thcconfcdevalw of the£m|ieror, or, what is nolno%viri». 
idcd, e\ cn the Emperor himself, without any dread of the severi- 
s of the ban. 
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INor does .the Gontinuenee of the forces in Flinders show any wn- 
wiliingness to begin hqstiiiliesi or any dread of the power of either 
^Prussia, whose prohibition is. merely imaginary, or of France, who 
rs hot less perplexed by the neighbourhood of our arm)^ than by any 
other metho.d that could have been taken of attacking her; for 
being obliged to have an equal force always in readiness to observe 
•their motions, she has not been able to send a new army against the 
Austrians^ but has been obliged to leave the Emperor at their 
mercy, and gu0!er them to recover Bohemia without bloodshed) and 
establish themselves at leisure in Bavaria, ■ 

. Nor is this, my Lords, the only advantage which has been gained 
by their residence in Flanders 5 for the United Provinces have been 
animated to a concurrence in the common cause, and have con- 
sented so far to depart from their darling neutrality, as to send 
twenty thousand of their forces to garrison the barrier. Of which 
no man, I suppose, will say that it is hot of great importance to 
the l^Queeh of Hungary, since it sets her free fi’oin the necessity of 
distracting her views, and dividing her forces for the- defence of the 
most distant parts of her dominions at once j nor will it be affirmed) 
that this advantage could have probably been gained, withbut 
convincing our allies., of our sincerity, by sending an army ihto 
the continent. 

If it be asked, what is farther to be expected fi*om these troops ; 
it ought to be remembered, my Lords, with how little propriety our 
ministers can b.e required to make publick a scheme of hostile operr 
ations, and how much we should expose ourselves to our enemies, 
should a precedent b.e established by which our generals would' be 
incapacitated to foi’m any private designs, and an end \vould be for 
ever j>ut to military secrecy. ' 

What necessity there 'can be for proposing arguments like these) 
I am not, indeed, able to discover, since the objections which have 
been made seem to.proceed.rather from obstinacy, than conviction j 
and the reflections that have been, vented, seem rather tlie product 
of - wit irritated by malevolence, than of reason enlightened by 
calm cqiisideration. The ministers have been reproached with 
Hanoverian, measures, without any proof that Hanover is to receive 
the least- advantage ) and have' been charged with betraying their 
country by those who cannot show how their country is injured, 
•nor can prove either that interest or faith would allow, us to rit in- 
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active in the present disturbance of Europe, or that xtt could ba%e 
acted in any other manner with equal etFitacy. * 

It is so far from being either evident or tn\e,,iny Loyds, that 
Britain is sacrificed to Hanover, tl\at Hanover is evidently hazarded 
by her union with Britaim Had tWs electorate now' any other 
Sovereign than the King of Great Britain, it might have been 
Seedre by a neutrality, and hate looked upon the miseries of the 
neigbbouribg provinces Untbout any dimihution of its people, or 
disturkince of its tranquillity j nor could any danger be dreaded, or 
any inconvenience be felt, but from an open declaration in favoun 
t)f the Pragtnatick Sanction. 

Why the hire of the troops of any particular country should bh 
considered as an act of submission to it, or of dependency upon it, 
J cannot discover } noi* can I conceive foi what reason the trooils at 
Jlanover should be more dangerous, or less popular> at this than at 
jiny former time, or why the employment of them should be con- 
sidered as any particular regard. If any addition of dominion had 
bfeen to be purchased for the clcctorafb by the united arms of the 
confederate army, 1 should, pcrluips, be inclined to censure the 
scheme, as contrary to the interest of my native country; nor shall 
pfty Lord more warmly oppose designs that may tend th a^randisb 
another nation at the eapence of this. But to hire foreignera, of 
whatever country, only to save the blood of Britons, is, in my opi- 
nion, an instance of preference which ought to produce rather 
abknowIedgcTOcnts of gratitude, than sallies of indignation; 

Upon the most exact surrey of this debate, I will boldly afiirnr, 
that I never heard in this House a question so untenable in itself, 
so obstinately or io warmly debated ; but hope that the sophistriei 
which have been used, however artful, and the declamations which 
have been pronounced, however pathctick, will have no effect upoh 
your Lordships. I hope, that as the other House has already 
agreed to support the auxiliaries which have been rctainfed, and 
which have been proved in this debate to be retained for the 
strongest reasons, and the most im^rtant purposes, jour Lordships 
will show, by rejecting this motion, that you are not less willing to 
concur m the support of pubbek faitb, and that you will not suffer 
posterity to charge you with the oaltation of France, and the ruin 
of Europe. 
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. ij.The. question was then put, and determined in the negative, by 
90, against 35. . 

After the conclusion of this long debate, the ministi 7 did not yet 
.tiunk their, victory in repelling this censure sufficiently ap{)arcnt, 
unless , I a .motion ' was admitted, which might imply a full and 
.unliniited approbation of their mcasui^s j and therefore the Earl of 
Scarborough rose, and , spoke to the following cficct: — MyLortls, it 
has been justly observed in the debate of this day, that the opinions 
;Of the people of Britain arc regulated in a great mcjisure by the 
determinations of this House; that they consider this as the place 
where truth and reason obtain a candid audience ; as a place sacred; 
to justice and to honour; into which passion, jiartiality, and faction, 
have been very rarely known to intrude,- and that they therefore 
w'atch our decisions as the great rules of policy, and standing 
maxims of right,' and readily believe these measures ncccssaiy in 
which we concur, and that conduct unblamcabic which has gained 
our approbation. 

This reputation, my Lords, tve ought diligently to preserve, by 
an unwearied vigilance for the happiness of our fellow-subjects; 
and while wc possess it, we ought likewise to employ its influence 
to beneficial purposes, that the cause and the cfTcct may reciprocally 
produce , each other; that the people, when the prospciity which 
they enjoy by our care, inclines them to repose in us an implicit 
-cpnfideiice, may find that confidence a new' source of felicity; that 
they may reverence us, because they are secure and happy; and be 
secure and happy, because they reverence us. 

, This great end, my Lords, it w'ill not be very difficult to attain ; 
the foundation of this exalted authoritj' may easily be laid, and the 
superstructure raised in a short time; the one may be laid too deep 
.to be undermined, and the other built too firmly to be shaken; at 
-least they can be impaired only by ourselves, and may set all exter- 
nal violence at defiance. 

'. To preserve the confidence of the people, and consequently to 
govern them without force and without opposition, it is only ne- 
cessary that we never willingly deceive them; that we expose the 
publick affairs to their view, so far as they ought to be made publick 
in their ti'ue state that we never suffer false reports to circulate un- 
■ der the sanction of our authority, nor give the nation- reason to 
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iWnk wc arc iatisficd, vhcn we’are ift iwllty fu«ptc?o\i4'6f Hlcgal 
designs, or that \\c suspect lho«c measures of btent miscliitb with 
ubich rs care in nahty completely saiUfietl. ■ !•.’>/ 

‘ But it is not suflicient, my Lords, that wo puhlidi ourselres no* 
fallacious representations of our conmels j it is necesjary likewise 
that we do not jicrmit them to bepublishctl, tliat we obsiate erery 
falsehood in its rise, and propagate truib ultb Oiir ntmost diligence/ 
For If SVC suITcr the nation to be deceived, tstjore not intxh leas cri- 
minal than those who dcceis'o itj at least svo mu'it be confeised no 
longer to act as the guardlsni of tlje |mblic1: hnpptnc**, if ssne sufTch 
it to be interrupted by the dispersion of reports svhieh « e hnens* to 
be at once false and jicmtcious. 

f Of these principles, which I supjKHc w til nOt be conlcatcil, an easy 
application may be nude to the bustnc«% of tltc present day. ’A 
question has been debated with great tftldrcss, gn*at arilour, and 
great oUtinacy, svhich it in Itself, though not ilouhlful, jet %cry 
much diffused; complicateil with a great number of circumstanced, 
and extended to a multitude of relations; and U thfrefere a subjtci 
upon which sophistry may rerj' tafclj praclKo her arts, and width 
may bet*!>o'.\n in Tciy different riews to l!»o«e whose intellectual 
light is too much contracted to rectise the whole object at once It 
may easily be oiserted by those who hasc long been acciutomcd to 
aflirm without scruplcwhatcvertbcydcsircto obtain Wief, that the 
arguments in fas-our of the motion, wldch lias »mw been rejected by 
your Lordship, sscro unanswerable; and it will be no bard task to 
by before their audience such i-casons a», though ibcj* base been 
easily confuted by the jienetration and experience of jtmr Lordship, 
may to ratn unocquainUxl with politicks, and remot efrom the sources 
-of intelligence, appear s'ery formidable. 

It is tlicrcforc noleufrident that jour Lordships Iwvo rejected (he 
former motion, and show ntliat jou do not absolutely dhnpprotc (he 
measures of the goicmmcnf, since it may he asserted, and with 
some appearance of reason, that barely not to admit a motion bj 
which all the measures of the list jear wouM haic been at once over- 
turnetland annihibtc<l, is no proof that tJuA* haie been fully Justi- 
fied, and warmly confirmed, since many of the transactions might 
have been at Jeast doubtful, and jet this motion not base been 
proper. 

In an affair of so great importance, my I^rds, an affair in which 
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tiie interest of nil the western world is cfignged, it is neewsarj- tn 
take away all suspicions, when the nation is about to be involved in 
a war for the seem-ity of ourseh-es and our posterity ; in a war which, 
liowever prosperous, must be at least expensive, and which is to be 
carried on against an enemy who, though not invincible, is in a 
very high degree powerful. It is surely proper to show in the most 
publick manner our conviction, that neither prudence nor frugal'- 
•jty has been, wantingj that the inconvcnicncics which will be al- 
ways felt in such contentions, arc not brought upon us by wanton- 
ness or negligence; and that no cave is omitted by which they are 
alleviated, and that tlicy may be borne more patiently, because they 
cannot be avoided. 

This attestation, my Lords, we can only give by a solemn address 
to his Majesty of a tendency contraty to that of the motion now re- 
jected; and by such an attestation only can we liopc to revive the 
courage of the nation, to unite those in the common cause of li- 
berty whom false reports have alienated or shaken, and to restore 
to, his Majesty that confidence wliich .all the subtiltics of faction have 
been cmplo 5 'ed to impair. I therefore move, than an luimblc ad- 
dress be presented to his Majesty, importing, That in the unset- 
tled and dangerous situation of afiairs in Europe, tlic sending a con- 
siderable .body of British forces into the Austrian Netherlands, and 
augmenting the same with 1G,000 of his Majesty’s electoral troops, 
and the Hessians in the British pay, and thereby in conjunction 
with the-Queen of Hungary’s troops in the Low Countries, forming 
a great army for the service of the common cause, was a wise, usti- 
ful, and necessary measure, manifestly tending to the support and 
encouragement of his Majesty's allies, and the real and cficctual as- 
sistance of the Queen of Hungary, and the restoring and maintain- 
ing' the balance of power, and has already produced very advan- 
tageous consequences.” 

The Earl of Oxford spoke next to the following effect: — Bly 
Lords, the necessity of supporting our reputation, and of preserv- 
ing the confidence of the publick, I am by no means inclined to 
dispute, being convinced, that from the instant jii w'hich w’e shall 
lose the credit which our ancestors have delivered down to us, we 
shall be no longer considered as a part of the legislature, but be 
treated by the people only as an assembly of hirelings and dependanfs> 
epnvened at the pleasure of the Court to ratify its decirions mthout 
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<acan)ination, to extort faxes, promote sla^ (fry, arid to chare with the 
jninistr) the erirtio and the iofamy of crucUy xmd oppression. 

J'or this reckon it is nndouUtcdlj propej*, that wc a\oid not only 
tl^e crime, but the appearance ordcpcndence ; and that ercty doubt- 
ful question shbuld be freely debated, and ever}- pcnticlous position 
publicMy condemned; and UiatwhenouTdemionsftre not agreeable 
Xo the opinion or expectations of the people, we should at least ehow 
them that they arc not the elTects of bliod compliance « ith the de- 
mands of the ministry, or of an implicit resignation to the direction 
of n party. We ought to show, tliat svearc unprtjudiced, and ready 
to hear truth; tliat our determinations are not dictated by am to- 
xeign influence, and that it will not be sain tn inform im, or useless 
to petition us. ' * 

In these principles I agree with the noble Lord who lias made thb' 
motion I but in the consequences trlnch arc on tliis occasion to bo 
■drawn from them, I cannot but dificr scry widely from him; fof, 
in my opinion, notUng can so much impair our reputation, ns an 
address like tlat which is proposcti; an address not founded citha 
upon facts or arguments, nod from svhicli the nation c.in collect 
only, that the protection of this House b svilhrtrawn from them, 
that they arc gUen up to ruin, and that they ere to perUti as a sa- 
crifice to the Interest of Haooicr. 

Let us consider what sve arc now insitrd to assert, and it ssill 
easily appear hosv sscU this motion is calculated to preserve and to 
adiance the reputation of this House. IVc ore to assert, my Lords', 
the propriety of a new svar against tlic most formidable power of the 
wnwersc, at a time when w c have \tccn defeated and disgraced in our 
conquestswith a kingdom of inferior force. We are to declare our 
readiness to pay and to raise new taxes, since no war can be carried 
on without them, at a time when our commerce, the great source 
of riches, is obstructed; when the intcirst of debts contracted dur- 
ing a long war, and a peace almost equally expensive, is prejing 
upon our estates, when the profits of tlic trade of future ages, and 
the rents of the inheritances of <nu latest descendants, are mort- / 
gaged, and what ought yet more to aflbet us, at a time when the 
outcry of distress is universal, when the misei i« of hopeless po- 
verty have sunk tlic lution into despair, wlven industry scarcely re- 
tains spirit sufficient to cootimic her l.iboure, and all the lower 
ranks of mankind are oventludmevl with the general calamity. ; 
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; Tliere may perhaps be some among your Lordships who may 
think this representation of the state of the publick exaggerated be- 
yond the tmth. There are many in this House who see no other 
scenes than the magnificence of feasts, the gaieties of balls, and the 
splendor of a court; and it is not much to be wondered at, if they 
do not easily believe what it is often their interest to doubt, that this 
luxury is supported by the distress of millions, and that this magni- 
-ficenee exposes multitudes to nakedness and famine. It is my cus- 
;toin, when the business of the Senate is over, to retire to my estate 
in the country, where I live without noise, and without riot, and 
take a calm and deliberate survey of the condition of those that in- 
habit the towns and villages about me. I mingle in their conversa- 
tion, and hear their complaints; I enter their houses, and find by 
their condition that their complaints are just; I discover that they 
are daily impoverished, and that they are not able to struggle under 
.the enormous burthens of publick payments, of which I am cori- 
.vinced, that they cannot bedevied another year without exhausting, 
■the people; - arid spreading universal beggary over the nation. 

What can be the opinion of the publick, when they see an address 
of this House; by which new expcnices are recommended? Will they 
not think' that their state is desperate, and that they are sold to 
slavery, from which nothing but. insurrections and bloodshed can 
release them?. Tf they retain any hopes of relief from this House, 
they must soon be extinguished, when 'they find in the next clause,, 
that we are sunk to such a degree of servility, as to acknowledge be- 
nefits Which \Vere never received, and to praise the invisible service 
of pur array in Flanders. 

If it be necessary, my Lords, to impose upon the publick, let us 
at least endeavour to do it less grossly; let us not attempt to per- 
suade them, thatuthose forces have gained victories Who have never ■ 
seen an enemy, or that we are benefited by the transportation of our 
money into another country. 

: If it be necessary to censure those noble Lords who have sup- 
ported the former motion, and to punish them for daring to use ar- 
guments which could not be confuted ; for this is the apparent tend- 
ency of the present motion ; let us not lose all consideration of our- 
selves, nor sacrifice the honour of the House to the resentment of 
the ministry. ■ 

For my part, -my Lords, I shall continue to avow my opinion in 
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lefiance of censures^ motiona, and addresses; and as I struggled 
xgainst the former ministry, not because I envied or hated them, 
3Ut because I disapproved their conduct; I shall continue to oppose 
neasures equally destructive with equal zeal, by whomsoever they 
»re projected, or by whomsoever patronized. 

^ Lord Carteret spoke next to the followring purpose: — My Lords, 
liter so full a defence ofthcformcrrootlonas the late debate lias pro- 
luced, it is rather with indignation tlian surprise, tliat I liear tliat 
rvhich is now offered. It has been for a long time the practice of 
those who arc supported only by their numbers, to treat their oppo-, 
nents with contempt, and when tlicy cannot answ cr to insult them ; 
iwd tnoUows Ivave been made, not hecaAise U\cy vrccc thought tight 
by those who offered them, but because they would certainly be car- 
ried, and would by being caiTicd mortify their opponents. ^ 

TJ)is, my Lords, is the only intent of the present motion, which 
can promote no useful purpose, and which, though it may flatter 
the court, must be considered by the people as an insult j and there- 
fore, though I believe all opposition fruitless, 1 declare that 1 never 
rvill agree to it. 

And to show, my Lords, that I do not oppo<e the minUtiy for the 
sake of obstructing the publick coumeb, or of irritating those whom 
C despair to defeat } and that I am not afraid of trusting ray conduct 
to the impartial examination of posterity, I shall beg leave to enter, 
ivith my protest, the reasons which liavc Influenced me in this day’s 
deliberation, that they be considered when thU question sliall no 
longer he a jxilnt of interest, and our present jealousies and animo- 
sities are forgotten, 

[It was canied in the affirmative by 78 against 35.) 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

rfiBHtJARY 21, 1742-3. 

DEBATE ON SPIIllTUOUS BlClUOns. 

THE bill for altering the duties on spirituous liquors, ani permitting 
. them again to- be sold loith less restraint, mhich was sent up by the' 
Conmons to the House of Lords, produced there very long and sc-- 
rious deliberations, to which the Lords had every day each a parti- 
cular summons,- as in cases of the highest concern. 

The bill was intiiled, A» act for rcpcaliiig certain duties on spin-- 
tAibus, lifiuovSj arul on licciices for rctiiiliii'^' ilic same, and for lay- 
. ing- other duties on spirituoiiS liquors, and on licences for retail- 
ing the said liquors. 

■The duties which v'crc proposed to be repealed, were ihosc'laid by ih( 
act 9 G. II. which permitted no person to sell spirituous liquors in less 
■: qpantitif ihan.two gallons without a licence, for which uOl. 7i'as to bt 
paid. : Whereas by the new bill a small' duty per gallon teas laid on. 
at the still-head, and the licence was to cost but 203. which teds^ 
to ^ be granted: only to such as had licences for selling ale. On the 
. credit of this act, as soon as it was passed by the Commons, the mi- 
.■nistnj! harrowed a- large sum at .3 jw cent.; but it was understood 
thdtthe sinIciUg fund teas pledged as a collateral security to pay any: 
- deficiency. . 

In about a fortnight; this bill passed dll the forms in theHoiiscofCoin- 
pionsj, almost without opposition; and with little or no alteration 
, from the scheme brought into the committee ontcays and means for 
raising the supply for the current year, Mr. Sandys, then Chan- 
cellar of the Exchequer. 

ft was immediately carried up to the House of Lords, where it was- 
read for the first time on the 17 th of February 5 and ordered a se- 
cond reading on the 22 d. 

On that day the commissioners of excise, according to an order of the 
House, brought an account of the sums arising by the last act, and 
a yearly ! account for several years past ; and attending were interro- 
gated concerning the execution of the last act. 
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The Bishop (^Otford particularly enquired, tchether it had been ef- 
Jectualhj put in force, and questions of the same kind tecre asked by 
- Lord Lonadala and. others; to tchick the commissioners ansxcered, 
that it had been diligently and vigorously eseculed, so far as they or 
their officers had poiccr to enforce it; but that the' justices had not 
altcays been equally zealous tn seconding their endcaiours ; and that 
it seas impossible to discover all the petty dealers by xchom ti tfias 
infringed, spirituous liquors still conhnutn^ to be sold m Small o&-> 
’ scure shops, and. at the cornerj of the streets. 

A motion saas also made, that three of the physicians of most note for 
their learning and experience, should be summoned to attend the 
ITouse, to declare their opinion toUh regard to the effects of spirit 
tuous liquors upon the human body. But this seas rejected by 
against 17. 

The bill icas read the second time on the day appointed, lehen the 
question being pul, tchether tl should be committed, Lord Hz&vey 
rose, and spoke to tliefoUoicing effect: 

My Lords, though I doubt not bat the bill now before m will be 
promoted in this House, by the eame inlluence by wblch it has becn^ 
'conducted througli the other j yet I hope its success will be >cry 
‘difTerent, and that those arts by which its consequences, however 
formidable, ha;e been hitherto concealed, or by which those uhose^ 
business it was to Imc detected and exposed them, have been, in* 
duced to turn their c}cs aside, will not be practised here with tlie 
same eflicacy, though they should happen to be attempted u Ith the 
same confidenee. I hope that zeal for the promotion of virtue, and* 
tiiat regard to puhlick liappincss, which has on all occasions dlstin-' 
guished this illustrious assembly, will operate now with uncommon! 
energy, and present the approbation of a bill, by which vice i«r 
to be made legal, by whicli the fences of subordination are to be 
tlirown do\vn, and all the order of society, and decency of regular 
estahlishmcnts, be obliterated by univeraal licentiousness, and lost ini 
the wild! confusions of debauchery; of debauchery encouraged by»- 
law, and promoted for the support of measures expensive, ridiculous,, 
and unnecessary. 

A law of 80 pernicious a tendency. ‘‘hall, at least, not pass through 
this House without opposition ; nor shall drunkenness be establish- 
ed among us without the endeavour of one voice, at least, to with- 
hold its progress j for 1 now declare tjrit I oppose' the commitment. 
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of this bill) and that l am determined to continue my opposition to 
it in all the steps by 'vliich the forms of our House, make it . neces-. 
saiy that it'tshould pass before it can become a law. 

;.s Npr do I speaks my Lords, on this occasion, with that distrust 
and mental, hesitation which are both natural and decent, when 
questions ai’e dubious, when probability seems to be almost equally 
dividedi- when trath. appears to hover between two parties, :and by 
turns to favour every, speaker,- when specious arguments are urged 
on both sidesj-and the number, of circumstances to be collected, and 
.of relations to be adjusted, is so great, that an exact and indubitable 
decision is scarcely to be attained by human reason, I do hot, my 
Lords, now speak' with the diffidence of enquiry, or the uncertainty 
of conjecture, nor imagine tliat J am now examining a political ex- 
pedient of which the success can only be perfectly known by experi- 
ence, arid of vdiich therefore no man can absolutely determine, whe- 
ther it will be useful or pernicious, or a metaphysical difficulty which 
may he discussed for ever withouLbeing decided. . 

In considering this bill, my Lords,jrproceed upon statedand in- 
•vaviable principles. . . I have no facts to examine but such as to the 
l^t degree' are notorious, such as have been experienced every, hour, 
since the existence of society;, and shall appeal.not to transitory 
opimons,.or casual assertions, but to the laws of all civilized nations, 
and to the determinations of every man whose, wisdom or virtue 
have given him a claim to regard. . ' .. , ^ , 

Ali the decrees of all the legislators of the earth, or .the declara- 
lions of wise men, all the observations which nature furnishes, and 
>all,the examples which history affords, concur in . condemning this 
bill before us as a bill injurious to societ}', destructive of piWte 
virtue, and by co.risequence.of publick hajipiness, detrimental to the 
human species, and therefore such as ought to be rejected in that 
■assembly to which the care of the -nation is committed; ^tiiat assem- 
bly which ought to meet only for the benefit of mankind, .. and of 
. which the resolutions oiight to have no .other end than the sup- 
■pressipn of those vices by. which the, happiness .of life is, obstructed 
or impaired, . T;.' 

, The biU now befqre^you,.,my:.I^^ is fundamentaily. ivrong, as 
it. is formed upon a hateful 'project of increasing the consurnption of 
spirituous, liquprs,,‘>ahd cpnsequepriy.^ promoting .drimkennes.? 
ainong.u people reproached already for it throughout, the; 
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r-orW. It contains rach a concatenation of enormities, teems \^iUi 
£0 vast a number of mifcbief*, aittl thereforo produces, In those 
minds that attend to its nature, and ptjrsuc its con'cfjuences, sucb 
endless raricty of nrguments n^aimt it, tliat the memor) is pcrjilcx- 
cd, tlie imagination crowded, and utterance omburthcncd. Before 
inyone of Its pernicious ciTccts ii fall) ddated a t!iou*and other ap» 
pear, tl e hjdra still shoots out nctr brads, and tarn* lirad Tomlts 
out new pobon to Infect socict}, and lay the nation dr«nla!e. 

’ I am therefore at a loss, my I^onls, not how to nu<c ailments 
_ against this bill, which ctinnot he rrad or mentioned aalthout fur- 
nishing than by thousands j but how to mrtliodi«c lho«c that occur 
tome, and under avKat heads to range nty thoughts, that 1 may pur- 
sue my design without confusion, lliat I may understand myself and 
be understood by your Lordships. , 

A multitude of considerations are obvious, all of Importance suf- 
ficient to claim attention, and to outweigh the adrantages proposed 
by this hateful bill, but which cannot all be mentioned, or at least 
not with that exactness which they deserve : I shall therefore con- 
fine mj'Bdf at present to three considerations, and sluall entreat the 
attention of your Dndships, while 1 examine the bill now before us, 
with regard to Its InOucncc on tlie health and inorab of the ixople, 
■the aigurticnts by which it lias been hlUicrto supported, and the ef- 
Rets which it will have on the sinking fund, 

Tlie first head, my Lords, Is so copious, that 1 Hnd mj-sclf very 
litttc relieved by the division which I haveraade 'flic moral argu- 
ments, though separated from tho^e wliieh arc eitlicr political or 
temporarj’, aro sufTicIcnt to overpower tlic strongest reason, and 
oicrflow the most cxtcn*ire comprehension. j 

It is not necessary, I suppose, to show tliat health of body is a 
blessing, tliat the duties of life in whicli the greatest part of the 
world is employed, require vigour and activity, and tliat to want 
strength of limbs and to want the necessary siijtpbi-ls of nature, ftre 
to the lower classes of mankind the tame.' 1 need not oWrvo'lo 
your Lofdahlps, whose Iigislativc character obliges )ou to cOrtsMer 
the general concatenation of socic'ty, that all the advantages which 
high sbtions or large possc«5{ons can confer,’ are deHved frotn^the 
labours of the poorj that to the plough and the omil, tlicToohi 
and the quarry, pride is indebted for its mognlficenCc, luxury for its 
dainties, and delicacy for its ease. A very little consideration will 
VoL. II. Z 
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be sufficient to sliow, lliat the lowest orders of mankind siipjdy 
commerce with manufacturers, navigation with mariners, and war 
with soldiers j that they constitute the strength and riches of every 
nation 5 and that, though they generally move only by superior di- 
rection, they are the immediate support of the community; and 
that without their concurrenee, policy would project in vain, . u'is- 
dom would end in idle speculation, and the determinations of this 
assembly would be empty sounds. 

It is therefore, my Lords, of the utmost importance, that all 
practices should be suppressed by which the lower orders of the peo.- 
ple are enfeebled and enervated; for if they should be no longer 
able to bear fatigues, or hardships, if any epidemical weakness of 
body should be diffused among them, our power must be at an end, 
our mines would be an useless treasure, and would no longer afford 
us either the weapons of ^va^, or the ornaments of domcsticlc ele- 
gance; we should no longer give law to manldnd by our naval 
power,' nor send out armies to fight for the liberty of distant na- 
tions. We should no longer supply the markets of the continent 
with our commodities, or share in all the advantages which nature 
has bestowed upon distant countries ; for all these, my Lords, arc 
the effects of indigent industry, and mcchanick labour. 

All these blessings or conveniences are procured by that strengtli 
of body, which nature has bestowedmpon the natives of this counr 
ti-y, who have hitherto been remarkably robust and hardy, able to- 
support long fatigues, and to contend with the inclemency of rigor- 
ous climates, the violence of storms, and the turbulence of waves, 
and who have therefore extended their conquests with uncommon 
success, and been equally adapted to the toils of trade and of war, 
and have excelled those who endeavoured to lival tliem either in the 
praise of -workmanship or of valoui-. 

But, my Lords, if the use of spirituous liquors be encouraged, 
their diligence, wbicb can only be sxipported by health, will quickly 
larfguish ; e-very day -ivill diminish the numbers of the manufactur- 
er’s, '-and by conseq^ augment the price of labour; those who 
conrihue* to folIoVy^ their employments, will be partly enervated by 
'corruption, and -partly .made wanton by the plenty wliich tlie acL 
vancement of their' wages will afford them, and partly by the know- 
ledge- that no. degree of negligence :will deprive them of that , em- 
ployuient in ■which -there. wiU be none, to succeed them. All our 
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commodities, therefore, will be WTOuglit witli less care and at a 
higher ]^ricc, and tlicrcforc, will Ikj rcjcctctl at foreign marhew in 
fas-our of Uiosc which oUicr nations will exhibit of more %alue, and 
yet at a lower rate, 

Jn’o sooner, my Ix)rtls will this hill make drunkenness unevpen- 
si\c and commodious, no sooner will sho|)S be. opened in e\er)’ cor- 
ner of the streets In c^cry jwtty Tillage, and in o'cry olKcure cel- 
lar for the retail of these li-juors, than the work-rooms will Ik* for- 
saken, when -the artificer Im by the labour of a gnnll jnrt of the 
day proaircd what will Ik* sufTtcicnt to intoxicate him for the re- 
maining hours } for he will hold it ridiculous to waste any part of 
liis life in superfluous diligence, and will readily assign to merri* 
roent'and froVtchs that time which he now spends in uscrul oc- 
cupations. 

But such is the quality of thtsc liquors, that he will not long Irt 
able to divide his life between Labour and debauchery, ho will soon 
find Ivimwslf dissOlcvl by his cxces^c* from the prosecution of his 
work, and tho’c aliops which wxrc before abandoned for the sake of 
pleasure, wall soon be made ticsolatc bj sicknw? j tho«c who were 
before idle, will become discftHd, and either perbh by untimely 
dcatlis, or hngubli in misery and want, an useless burthen to 
t!)C publick. 

' Nor, my Iword*, will tlic nation only eulTtfr by the deduction of 
such numbers fiom useful employments, but by the addition oFgrcat 
multitudes to those who must be supported by the charitj' of the 
jniblick. Tlic manufactiu-cr, who, by the u'C of spirituous liquor^. 
Weakens his limbs or dcstro}'5 liw licaltb, at once takes from the 
community to which he belongs, a member by v\bich the common 
stock was increased, and by leaving a helpless family behind him, 
incrca'c^ the burtlvcn which the common stock, roust necessarily 
support. And llie trader or husbandman is obliged to paj more 
towards tlie raiintenance of the poor, by the same accident which 
diminishes his trade or Ills harrest, which takes away part of tlie as- 
sistance which he received, and raises the price of the rest. 

That 'these liquors, my Lords, liquors of which the strength is 
^heightened 'by distillation, haven natural tendency to inflame the 
blood, to consume the vital juices, destroy the force of the vessels, 
contract the nerves, and wealkCn the sinews, that they not only dis- 
order the Blind for a time, hut by a frequent use precipitate old ago, 

Z2 
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exasperate diseases, and multiply and increase all the infirmities to 
wlucli the body of man is liable, is generally known to all wliose' 
regard to their own health, or study to presen'c that of others, has 
at any time engaged them in such enquiries, and W’ould have been- 
niore clearly explained to your Lordships, had the learned physi- 
cians been suffered to have given their opinions on this subject, aa-' 
wiis yesterday proposed. ' 

\’iTiy that propCsal was rejected, my Lords, for what reason, in 
the discussion of so important a question, any kind of evidence was 
refused, posterity will find it difficult to explain, williout imputing 
to your Lordships such motives as, I hope, will never operate in 
this assembly. It ^vill be, perhaps, thought that the danger was ge- 
nerally known, though not acknowledged; and tliat those who re- 
solved to pass the bill, had no oOier care tlian to obstruct such in- 
formation as might prove to mankind, that they were incited by 
other designs than that of promoting the publick good. 

■ It is not, however/ necessary that any very curious enquiries 
should be made for the discoveiy of that wliich, indeed, cannot be 
concealed, and which eveiy man has an opportunity of remarldng 
that passes through the streets. 

So publick, so enormous, and so pernibious has been this dreatt- 
fiil method of debauchery, that it has e.xcited and baffled the dili- 
gence of the magistrates, who have endeavoured to stop its progress 
‘ or hinder its effects. They found theij efforts ineffectual, and their 
' diligence not only hot useful to the publick, but dangerous to 
' themselves. They quickly experienced j my Lords, the folly of those 
Ta^vs which punish crimes instead of preventing them ; they found 
' that legal authority had little influence, Avhen opposed to the mad- 
ness of multitudes intoxicated with spirits, and that the voice of 
justice was but very little heard amidst the clamours of riot and 
drunkenness; ' ‘ ' ■ 

" We live, my^ Lords, in a nation, where the effects of strong 
liquors have been for a long time too well known ; we know that 


they pfoduce in almost eVery one a high opinion of his Own merit ; 
that ‘the^-blbiiy the latent sparks of pride into flame, and,- therefore,' 
destf% aU vbluhtery Submission ; they put'aubhd to subordination,, 


and iaisejevci'^ maWtb ah'equahty-vrith^his'-'mastef/ or 'his go^^^^ 

~ or.' ■ ,'Ihey'repess aii‘ that awe by'which ihen^are restrained ,\rithi 
'the" Htuffe bf ‘tHeir popr spheresi%nd ■ihcitc'b^eryTma^ rto. press- 
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upon lum that stands before Mm, that stands in the place of which 
that sudden elevation of heart, which drunkenness bestows, makes 
him think himself more worthy. t .f*f^ r* 

Pride, my Lords, is the parent, and intrepidity the fosterer of re- 
sentment; for this reason, men are almost always inclined, in their 
debauches, to quarrels and to bloodshed; *they think more highly 
of their own merit, and, therefore, more readily conclude them- 
selves injured ; they are wholly divested of fear, insensible of present 
danger, superior to all authority, and, therefore, thoughtless of futuie 
punishment j and what then can hinder them from expressing theii 
resentment with the most offensive freedom, , or pursuing their re- 
Tenge with the most daring violence ? i , 

^-Thus, my Lords, are forgotten disputes often revived, and after 
having been long reconciled, are at last terminated by blo^vs j thus 
.are lives destroyed upon the most tridiog occasions, upon prov oca- 
tions often imaginary, upon chimeriral points of honour, where he 
who gave the offence, perhaps without design, supports it only be- 
cause he has given it ; and he who resents it, pursues his lesentment 
only because he will not acknowledge his mistake. v » 

Thus ore lives lost, my Lords, at a time, when those who set 
them to hazard, are without consciousness of their value, without 
sense Of the laws which they violate, and without regard to any mo- 
tives but the immediate influence of rage and malice. 

When we consider, my Lords, these effects of drunkenness, it 
can be no subject of wonder, that the magistrate finds himself over- 
^borne by a multitude united against him, and united by general de- 
.bauchery. Government, my Lords, subsists upon reverence, and 
what reverence can be paid to the laws, by a crowd, of which every 
man is exalted by the enchantment of those intoxicating spirits, to 
the independence of a monarch, the wisdom of a legislator, and the 
intrepidity of a hero } when every man thinks those laws oppressive 
that oppose the execution of his pr^nt intentions, and consider 
every magistrate as his persecutor and enemy ? 

Laws, my I/Jlrfs, suppose reason j for who ever attempted to 
restimn beasts but by force? and, therefore, those that propose the 
promotion of publick happiness, wWch can be produced only by an 
exact conformity to good laws, ought to endeavour to preserve what 
jnay properly be called the puhltck reason 3 they ought to prevent a 
'general depravation of the facnlties of tliosc whose benefit i^ in- 
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{ended, nnrl wIki'c obedience bi required ; they ouerht. to teJee care 
that the laws may be kmnvn, for how else can tliev be ob'erved; 
and how can they he Iniown, or at. hov.’ ce.n they be remern- 
beved in the heals of dninhenncss ? 


That the laws arc imivei.-ailv no>'Th’ 0 kil and dcried 
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Icn'ce, and unbounded licentiou )riOc; c.f Ik-..- ecinm 


iduct, is 
rhi'.-li I’t^ 
ike dal- 

on ic-oy.l 


apparent 
/p.'-iu-nil 
hig itssf!- 
c, b toy 


justly described. 

' Their wickednoss and insolence, my L -rd;, indeed such, that 
order is almost at an end, rank no laiiger c-onu a. r - '.?):;.:!:, imr do:-,i 
clignily afford sccurily. 'I'lic same cnntldt-nc ■ jwo'dtw ;.; ii5.mll> .and 
robberies, and that inscnsilfdily v.-ith v.-l-,if:h de‘o:'.n''bery arms llic 
mind equally against fear and pity, froqnoaiiy ;r/.;iT-.vati’S the rpsilt 


of robbery with greater crimes; tho-e v.l’.o arc so nnhap])}' as 
to fall into the hands of thieves, liea.tcd by spirits into ntadinen, 
sc-ulom escape without suffering greater enic-lum tlia.n the loss of 


money. 

That the use of those poisonous div.ught.s (piiekly dobiUtatos the 
limbs, and destroys the strength of the body ; houaver this quality 
may impair our manufactures, weaken our armies, and diminish fair 
commerce ; however it may reduce our Heels to an enrpty show, and 
enable our enemies to triumph in th.c field, or our rivals to supj)lant 
us m the market, can scarcely, my Laerds, come under considera- 
tion, when we reflect hov/ debauchery opei-alcs uj)on the morals. 

It is happy, my Lords,, that those who arc inclined to misclrlef, 
are disabled in a short time from cxeculinrc their intentions, bv the 
same causes whieh excite them ; that they are obliged to sto]> in the 
career of their crimes, that they are preseiwcd from the hand of the 
executioner by the liquor which exposes tlicm to it, and that 
palsies either disable them frOiii pursuing tlicir villainies, or fevers 
put an end to their lives. 

It is happy, niy Lords, that what is thus violent, cannot be 
lasting : that those lives w'hich arc employed in mischief, are gene- 
rally -short; and that since it is the quality of this malignant liquor 

to eorinipt the mind, it Uke^visc destroys the body. 
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But this effect, my Lords, is not constant or regular; men some- 
times continue for many years, to supply tlic cxpences of drunken- 
ness by rapine, and to eiasperate the fury of rapine by drunkenness. 
And, therefore, Uiough there could be any one so regardless of the 
happiness of mankind, ns to look, without concern, upon them 
who hurry' themselves to the gnuc with poison, lie may j ct be incited 
by his own interest to prcscnt’thc progress of (hU practice, a prac- 
tice which tends to the 6ub\crsion of all orxlcr, and the destruction 
of all happintss. 

It b well known, my Lords, tliat publick happlnt-s must be on a 
stated proportion to publick rirtue; that mutual trust is the cement 
of society, and that no man can be trusted but as he is reputed 
honest. 1\) promote trust, my I.ords, b the apparent tendency of 
all laws. When the tics of morality arc enforced by penal eanc- 
lions, mrn are more afraid to xiolalo them, and, therefore, aro 
frusted with less danger; but when they no longer fear the law, 
they are to be restrained only by their consciences ; and if neither 
law nor conscience has any influence upon tlicir conduct, they aro 
only a herd of wild beasts, let loose to prc}’ upon each other, and 
wety man ^viU inflict or suffer pain, os lie meets witli one stronger 
or weaker than liimsclf. 

• Tlius, iny Lords, will all auUiority cease, proiwrty x\iU become 
dangerous to him that possesses It, and confusion wUl overspread the 
whole community; nor can It be easily conceived, by the most ex- 
tensive comprehension, how far the mischiefs nlay spread, or where 
the chain ofdcstructj>e consequences will cncL 

If we consider our fleet or our army, roy Lords, it b apparent, 
that neither obedience nor fidelity can be expected from men upon 
whom all the tics of morality, and all the sanctions of law, have lost 
their influence ; they will mutiny without fear, and desert witliout 
scruple, and, like wild beasts, will, upon the least provocation, turn 
upon tliose by whom tliey ought to be governed. 

But drunkenness, my Lords, not only corrupts men, by taking 
away the sense of those rcstrainta by which they arc generally kept in 
awe, and withlield from the perpetration of villainies, but by super- 
adding the temptations of poverty, temptations not easily to be 
I'esisted, even by those whose eyes ara open to tlie consequences of 
tUrfractiohs, and which, therefore, will certainly prevail over those 
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whose apprehensjons ; are laid asicepj and who never; extend their 
\iews beyond the gratification of the j)rc£ent moment. ; ; ;; 7 i ' 

. Drunkenness, my Lords, is the parent of idleness 5 for no man 
can apply himself to the business of his trade, eitherwhile heis drink- 
ing, or when he is drunk. Part of his time is spent in jollity,. and 
part in imbecility j - when he is amidst his companions he is too gay 
to think of thc :.cohsc(|ucnccs of neglecting his employment j and 
\vhen he has overburthened himself with lifjUjor, he is too feeble and 
too stupid to follow it. ' i , 

- Povert}', my Lords, is the offspring of idleness, as idleness of 
drunkenness j the dnmkard’s \york is little and his cxpenccs arc, 
gi'eat j and, tlierefore, he must soon sec his family distressed, and his 
substance reduced to nothing: and surely, my Lords, it needs not 
much sagacity to discover what will be the conscq[Ucncc of poverty 
produced by vice. 

. ' ;it is notto be expected, my Lords, that a man tlnis corrupted will 
be warned by the approach of misery, that he will recollect his un- 
derstanding, and awaken his attention ; that he wall apply himself 
tp his business with new’ diligence, endeavour to recover, by an in- 
crease of application, what hc has'lost by inattention, and make the 
remembrance of, his former vices, and tlic 'difficulties and diseases, 
yvhich they brought upon him, an incitement to his industry’, a con- 
firmation of his resolution, and a support to his virtue. ^ ■■ 

That, tliis is, ; indeed, possible, I do not intend to .deny, , but the- 
bare ^possibility of an event so desirable, is the utmost that can be- 
admitted 5 for it can scarcely be expected, that any; man should bc; 
able to break. through all the obstacles that will obstruct his.return 
tovhonesty andvvisdomj his companions will endeavour to continue; 
thejinfatuating amusements which have:so_long deluded him 5 his 
^PP^tite will assist their: solicitations j : the desire of pi’esent easc, by 
which all. inanlund are sometimes led aside froni virtue^ ■ will opq-:: 
rate.with (Unusual, -strength j;since>:, to retrieve. his;misconduct, h'cj 
mu?;t BoL bply deny .himself . the pleasure wluch he has so long in- 
didged, ..but must' bear the:full,vie\y ;of his distress from which ihe- 
•^Lnatur^y turn aside ^ eyes,;,: The general, dUficulty of reform- 
ation' wiU;m to seek for .ease by any other means, :and tq^ 

deky that,amendment which he knowsto be necessary,- from-hour. 
tol Iwu^ .pnd.^ra |P; day, Lill: his resplutipna^ are :Lop muc]^ ; 
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jstakcncd to prove of any effect, and hU liabiEs cortfir&ed beyond’ 
qipwltion. - .• • ' v/v- 

At IcngUi, necessity, immediate nc«ssity, preisca uj>onhim) hU 
family is made damorom by want, and his calls' of nature 'Knd 'of 
lutury arc equally importunate; he has now lost his credit in the 
world, hnd none will employ him, because none^vill trust him: or^ 
cmplo)TOcnt cannot imractliatdy be, perhaps, obtained;' because Ills 
place has fora long time been supplied by others. And, cs-cnlfhe’ 
could obtain a rc^admisslon to his former business, his wantsarc n^w* 
loo great and too pTt*sing to be supplied by the slow methods of 
regular industry ; he most repair hts losses by more cIHcadous ex- 
pedients, and must find some methods of aci^uisltioo, by which the* 
importunity of his creditors may be satislied. 

Industry is now, by lobg habits of idleness, become almost ira-'’ 
practicable; hts attention basing been long amured by pleasing 
objects, and dissipated by jollity and merriment. Is not readily re- 
called to a task which Is unplcaaing/bccauic Ills enjoined) and his 
Uinbsnncrvatcd by hot and strong liquor?, liquors of the most per- 
nicious kind, cannot siqqiort (he fatigues nnc&Ktry in the practlco' 
of his trade; srluvt was once wholesome exercise W now insupiiort- 
ablc fatigue; and ho Im not now tunc to habitu.ite himself by' 
degrees (o tint application which he lias Intermitted, tliat labour 
which he lias disused, or Uiose arts which he lias forgotten. " *• 
• In this state, my Lords, be easily pcrsu-adcs himself, that his con- 
dition is desperate, lliat no legal methods will ^cUc^ c lilra ; and tliaty* 
therefore, he has nothing to hope but from the efforts of despair,* 
These tiiwghts are qukkly confvnnftd by bis companions, wlvom the 
same misconduct lias reduced to the same distress, and trho haical- 
rcady tric<I the pleasures Of being supported by the Iibour of others' 
lliey do not fail to explain to him the possibility of sudden affluence, 
and at worst to celebrate the lalisfuction of short-liied merriment. 
He, therefore, engages with them in their nocturnal expedit ions, an 
assodalion of wickedness is formal, and that man, who, before ho 
tasted tliio iofalualing liquor, contributed eicry day, by hbncsl la- 
bour/' to'tlie'happinfess or conrcnicncc of life, who supported his 
family in decent plenty/ and was himself at ease, bccomcs'at once 
miserable and wicked; Is detested as a nuisance by the community, 
and hunted by the officers of j^Ucc;-nor has mankind anything' 
now to wish or hope with rcgoid to him, but that by Jm speedy d«- 
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sti’uction, The security of the roads may be restored^ and the 
tranquillity of the night be set free from the alarms of robbeiy and 
murderi ' 

' These, my Lords, are tlic consequences which necessarily ensue 
from the use of those pernicious, those infatuating spirits, wliich 
have justly alarmed every man whom pleasure or sloth has not 
wholly engrossed, and who has ever looked upon the v arious scenes 
of life with that attention which their importance demands. 

Among these, my Jjords, the clergy ha\'e diTinguLshed (homselvcs 
by a zealous opposition to this growing evil, and have warned their 
hearers uith the warmest concern against the misery and wiclccdncss 
which must alwa}-s be the attendants or the followers of drunkenness. 

One among them, whose merit has raised him to a seat in this 
august Assembly, and whose insti’uctions are enforced by the sanctity 
of his life, lias, in a very cogent and patbctical manner, displayed tlic 
enorihity of this detestable sin, the univer.sality of i<s prevalence, and 
the malignity of its effects j and in bis discoui'sc on the inGrmary 
of this citj', has observ'ed with too much justness, t hat the lowest of 
the people are infected with this vice, and that even necessity is hc~ 
come luxurious. 

■ hlany other authorities f might be produced, and some others I 
have now in my hand •, but the recital of them ^vould waste the day 
to no purpose : for sm-ely it is not necessary to show by a long de- 
duction of authorities the guilt of drunkenness, or to prove that it 
weakens the body, or that it depraves the mind, that it makes maii- 
kihd too feeble foiTabour, too indolent for application, too stupid 
for ingenuity, and too daring for the peace of society'. 

- Tins, surely, my Lords, is therefore a vice, which ought with the 
utmost care to be discomaged by those whose birth or station has 
conferred upon them the provmce of watching over tire publick hap- 
piness ; and which surely no prospect of present advantage, no ar- 
guments of political convenience, will prevail upon this House to 
promote.: - 

. That the natural and evident tendency of this bill is the propa- 
gation of drunkenness, cannot he denied, when it is considered, that' 

• * Now Bishop of Sarum. 

h He fcad the preamhle tO' a former bill, the opinion of the College of Phy- 
sicians, : ~ 
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it will increase the temptations to it by making that liquor, which 
is the fiivouritc of the common people, more common, by multi- 
plying the places at which it is sold, so that none can want an op* 
portunity of yielding to any sudden impulse of his appetite, which 
will solicit him more powerfully and more incessantly as they arc 
more frequently and more easily gratified. 

In defence of a bill like this, my Lords, it might be expected, 
that at least, many specious ailments should be offered. It may 
be justly hoped that no man will rise up in opposition to all laws 
of heaven and earth, to the wisdom of all legislator!}, and thecxpe^ 
ficnce of every human being, without having formed such a train 
of arguments as will not easily be disconcerted, or having formed 
at least such a chain of sophistiy as cannot be broken but with 
difficulty. 

And yet, my Lords, uheni consider what has been offered by all 
who have hitherto appeared either in''pub!ick assemblies, or in private 
conversation, as advocates for this bill, 1 can scarcely believe, that 
tlicy pcrceiv c themselves any force in their own arguments ; and am 
inclined to conclude, that they speak only to ovoid the imputation 
of being able to say nothing in defence of their own scheme j tliat 
their hope is not to convince by their reasons, but to overponer by 
their number* i that they are (hemselvcsinfluencetl not by reason but 
by necessity, and that they only encourage luxury, because money is 
to be raised for the execution of their schemes | and they imagino, 
that the people will pay more chearfully for liberty to indulge their 
appetites, than for any other enjoyment. 

The ai guments which hav e been offered, my Lords, in vindication 
of this bill, or at least wliicli I have hitherto heard, are only two, 
and those tuoso unhappily associated, that they destroy each other; 
whatever shall be urged to enforce the second, must in the same 
proportion invalidate the first j and whoever shall assert, that the 
first is true, must admit that the second is false. * 

These positions, my Lords, the unlucky positions which are laid 
down by the defenders of this pernicious bill are, that it will supply 
the necessities of the government witli a very large- standing rej- 
venue, on the credit of which, strengthened by the additional secu- 
rity of the sinking fund, a sum will be advanced sufficient to sup- 
port the expences of a, foieign war j and dvat at the same time it 
•will lessen the consumption of the liquors from whence this duty is 
to arise. 
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By what arta of political ratiocination these propositions arc to 
be reconciled, I am not able to discover. It appears evident, my 
Lords, that large revenues can only be raised by (he sale of large 
quantities 5 and that larger quantities will in reality be sold, as 
the price is little or nothing raised, and the venders arc greatly 
increased. 

If this will not be the effect, my I/)rds, and if this effect is not 
expected, why is tliis bill proposed .as sufficient to raise the im- 
mense suras which our present exigencies require ? Can duties be 
paid without consumption of the commodity on which they arc 
laid? and is there any other use of spirituous liquors than tliat of _ 
drinking them? 

Surely, my Lords, it is not expected, that any arguments should 
be admitted in this House without examination ; and yet it might 
be justly imagined, that this assattion could only be offered in full 
confidence of an implicit reception, and this tenet be proposed only 
to those who had resigned their undemtandings to the dictates of 
the ministry ; for it is implied in this position, that the plenty of a 
commodity diminishes the dpmand for it ; and that the more freely 
it is sold, the less it will be bought. . It implies, that men willlay 
voluntary restraints upon themselves, in proportion as they arc 
indulged by their governors 5 and that all prohibitory laws tend to 
the promotion of the practices which they ’ condemn : it implies, 
.that a stop can only be put to fornication by increasing the number 
of prostitutes, and that theft is only to be restmined by leaving 
your, doors open. 

l am, foxf my parti convinced, that drunkards as well as thieves 
are made by opportunity j and that no man will deny himself what 
he .desires, merely because it is allowed him by the laws of his 
country. 

This, my Loi'ds, is so evident, that I shall no longer dwell upon 
the assertion, that the unbounded liberty of retailing spirits \vill 
make, spirits less used in the nation j but shall examine the second 
argument, and consider how far it is possible or proper to raise sup- 
plieshy a. tax upon drunkenness. . : ; 

, That large-sums wm be raised by the bai, to which the consent 
of your Lordships is now required, I can readily admit, because the 
consumption pf spirits' will gertainly be -greater, hnd. the licences 
;taken,fpr;retailing them, so numerous, that a much lower duty than, 
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ia proposed will amount yearly to a very large sum } for if the 
felicity of drunkenness can be more cheaply obtained by buying 
spirits than ale, when both are to be found at the same place, it is 
easy to see which will be preferred } this argument, therefore, is 
irrefragable, and may be urged in fiivour of the bill without danger 
of confutation. 

But, my l(Ords, it is the business of governors not so much to 
drain the purses, as to regulate the morals of the people? not only 
to raise taxes, but to levy them in such a manner, as may be feast 
burthensome, and to apply them to purposes which may be most 
useful? not to raise money by corrupting the nation, that it may 
be spent in enslaving it. 

’• Ithas been mentioned by a-very celebrated writer, as ^rational 
practice in the exercise of government, to lax such commodities as 
were ab\ised to the increase of vice, that vice may be discouraged 
by being made more expensive? and therefore the community in 
time be set free from it ? but the tax which is now proposed, my 
Lords, is of a different kind ? it Is a tax laid upon vice, indeed, but 
it is to arise from the licences granted to wickedness, and its con- 
sequences must be the increase of debauchery, not the restraint. It 
is a tax which will be readily paid, because it will be little'felt ? -and 
because it will be little felt, it is hoped, that multitudes will subject 
themselves to it. 

The act which is now to be repealed, was indeed of a differenf 
nature, though perhaps not free from very just objections. It had 
this advantage, at least, that so for as it was put in execution, it 
vfcstius.l.«!d draaVenwsa.? nor boa live tsaanintAion' of Wie tfficeta of 
excise discovered any imperfection in the law ? for it has only failed, 
because it was timorously or negligently executed. ^ ^ 

IVhy it was not vigorously and diligently enforced, I have nevef 
yet been able to discover. If the magistrates were threatened by 
the populace, the necessity of such law^ was more’plainly proved j 
for what justifies the severity of coercion but the prevalence of lh& 
crime ? and what n^y not be fear^ from crowds intoxicated witlf 
spirits, whose insolence and fury is already Buch,''that they dare to* 
threaten the government by which they are debarred from the us^ of 
them?!*- - I i . ^ J 

This, my Lords, is a reflection that ought not to be passed felightly 
over. The joalurejjof our constitution, happy as4t*b, mutt'beuc?." 
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laiowledgcci to produce this inconvenience, that inclines the com~ 
inon people- to turbulcnco and sedition 5 the nature of spirituous 
liquors is such, that they inflame these dispositions, already too 
much predominant; and yet the turbulence of the pcnjdc is mads 
a reason for licensing’ drunkenness, and allowing witlioul Jimifnt ion 
the sale of those spirits by which that turbulence must be certainly 
increased. 

It may be perhaps urged (for indeed I know not what else can ha 
decently alleged), that there is a necessity of raising money, that 
no other method can he invented, mid that therefore this ought not 
to be opposed. 

I know, my Lords, that ministej’.s generally consider, ns the test 
of each man’s loyalty, tlie readiness with which lie concurs with 
them in their schemes for raising money ; and (hat they think all 
opposition to these schemes which arc calculated for the .support 
of the government) the cfTect of a criminal disafTecUon ; tliat they 
always think it a sufTicicnt vindication of any law, that it will bring 
in very large sums ; and that they think no measures pernicious, 
nor laws dangerous, by which the revenue is not impaired. 

If government was instituted only to raise money, these minis- 
terial schemes of policy would be without exception ; nor could it 
be denied, that the present ministers show themselves by this expe- 
dient uncommon masters of their profession. J3ut the end of 
government is only to promote virtue,' of which happiness is the 
consequence; and therefore to support government by jjropagating 
vice, is to support it by moans which destroy the end for which it 
was originally established, and for which its continuance is to he 
desired. 

If money therefore cannot he raised hut by this bill, if the 
expences of the goi'ernment cannot be defrayed but by coirupting 
the morals of the people, I shall without scruple declare, that money 
ought not to be raised, nor the designs of the government sup- 
ported, because the people can sufler nothing from the failure of 
pxiblick measures, or even from the dissolution of the govermnent 
itself, which vyill be equally to be dreaded or avoided VvLth an uni- 
versal depravity. of inorals, and a general decay of . corporeal vigoui’i 
Even the insolence of a foreign conqueror can inflict nothing more 
severe; than the diseases which debauchery produces ; nor can tiny 
thing.be feared from the disorders of anarchy more dangtroits or 
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tnorc calamltotts, than the roaclacss of sedition, or the miseries 
vlucli must ensue to each indiridual from universal wicketinesa. . 

SucIj, my Lords, is the expedient by ivhicli we arc nov.r about to 
raise the supplies for the present year ; and such is the new mctliod 
of taxation uhicli the sagacity of our ministers lias luckily dis? 
covered. A foreign war is to be siipportcil by the destruction of our 
people at home, and the revenue of the government to Ik? improved 
by the decay of our manufactwres. We are to owe hcnccfonvard 
our power to epidemical diseases, our wealth to the declension of 
our commerce, and our eccurity to riot and to tumult. 

Tliere is yet another consideration, my LortU, which might well 
to be regarded, before \ve sutler thU bill to pass. Many laws arc 
merely experimental, and hare been m-ade, not boraiise the legisla- 
ture thought tlicm indl5putablypro]»cr, but because no better could 
at that time be struck out, and because the arguments in their 
favour appcarttl stronger tlian those against them, or because the 
questions to whicli they related were so dark and intrie.atc, that 
nothing was to be determined with certainly, and no other method 
could therefore be followed, but tliat of making the attempts 
at hazard, and correcting these errors, or suppljingtlicse defects 
svhich might licrcaftcr be discovered by those lights width time 
should afford. 

Tiiough I am f.ur from tliinkiog, my Lords, that Uic question re- 
lating to the cficcts of Ihb bw, is either doubtful or obsaircj 
though I am certain tluit the means of reforming the vice which 
its advocates pretend it is designed to prevent, are obvious and 
easy ,* yet I should liavc hoped, that the projectors of such n scheme 
would have allowed at least the uncertainly of the salutaiy ciTects 
expected from it, and would therefore hav e made some proi islon for 
the rcj«al of it, when it should be found to fail. i 

But, ray Lords, our ministers oj/pcarto have thought LtsutTidcnt 
to endear them to their country, and immortalize their names, that 
they have invented a new method of raising money, and seem to 
liave very little regard to any part of tlie art of government j they 
will at least in their own opinion liare dcscn'cd applau®e, if they 
leave the pubVick revenue greater, by whatever diminution of tho 
publick virtue. • . ' 

They liaie therefore, my Lordsj’wiscly contrhed a necessity of 
continuing this lav.’, whatever nwy be its consequences, and Iiow 
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fatal soever its abuses j for tlicy not only mortgage tlic duties upon 
spirits for the present supply, but substitute them in the place of 
another security given to the Bank by the pot-act j and therefore, 
since it will not be easy to form another tax of equal produce, we 
can have very little hope that tliis will be remitted. 

Tliere will be indeed only one method of setting the nation free 
from the calamities which tliis law will bring upon it j and sh I 
doubt not but that method will at last be followed, it will certainly 
deserve the attention of your Lordships, as the third consideration 
to which/ in our debates on this bill, particular regard ought to be 
paid.' 

That the licence of dninkcnncss, and the unlimited consumption 
of spirituous liquors,- will fill the w'holc kingdom with idleness, dis- 
eases, riots, and confusion, ccinnot be doubted ; not can it be ques- 
tioned, but that in a very short' time the Senate will be crowded 
Vvith petitions from all the trading bodies in the kingdom, for the 
regulation of the workmen and servants, for tlic extinction of tur- 
bulence and riot, and for the removal of irresistible temptations to 
idleness and fraud. These representations may be for a time neg- 
lected, but must soon or late be heard j the ministers will be obliged 
to repeal this law, for the same reason that induced them to propose 
it. Idleness and sickness will impair our manufactUi'Cs, and the 
diminution of our trade will lessen the revenue. 

They will then, my Lords, find that their scheme, with whatever 
prospects of profit it niay now flatter them, w'as formed with no ex- 
tensive views,- and that it was only the expedient of political 
avarice, which sacrificed a greater distant advantage to the imme- 
diate satisfaction of present gain. They will find, that they liave 
corrupted the people without obtaining any advantage by their 
crime, and that they must have recourse to some new contrivance 
by which their own errors may be retrieved. 

in this distress, my Lords, they can only do what indeed they now 
seem to design 5 they can only repeal this act by charging the’ debt/ 
which it has enabled them to contract, upon the sinking fund^ 
Upon that sacred deposit which' was for a time supposed unalienable, 
and from which arose all the hopes tliat wei-e sometimes fonned by' 
the nation, of being delivered from that load of imposts, which it 
cannot ranch longer support. They can only give security for this- 
new debt/ by disabling us for -ever from paying the former. 
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. The bill now before us, my Lonb, will therefore be equally per- 
niciqiu in its immeduite anti remoter consequcncea : it will first 
corrupt the people, and destroy our trade, rmd aftenvards intercept 
tint fund which is appropriated to the most useful and desirable of 
all political purposes, the gradoa) alleriation of the puWick debt. 
1 .-I hope, ray Lords, that a bill of this portentous kind, a bill big* 
,wit1i. innumerable miachiefa, and without one beneficLal tendency, 
^will be rejected by Ibis House, without the form of commitment j 
that it will not be the subject of a debate amongst us, whether we 
shall consent to poison the nation; and that instead of enquiring, 
whether the measures which are now pursued by the ministry ought 
to be supjiortcd at tlie cxpcnce of lirtiic, tranquillity, and trade, we 
should examine, whether they are not such as ought to be opposed 
for their own sake, CTcn without the consideration of the immense 
sums which they apparently demand. 

I am indeed of opinion, tliat the success of the present schemes 
will not be of any benefit to the nation, and liclicie likewise, that 
there is rery little prospect of success. 1 am at least conrinced, that 
no advantage can countcn-ail the mischiefs of this detestable bill j 
. which therefore I sliall steadily oppose, though 1 have already dwelt 
.■upon tills subject perhaps too long; yet as I speak only from an 
unprejudiced regard to the pubVick, X hope if any new ojgumenls 
shall be attempted, that I shall be allowed the liberty of making a 
.. rejily^ . , . , 

Lord BxTiiuasT replied to the following purport: — M> l/irds, I 
( doubt not but the noble Lord has dclucred t»n tins occasion his real 
sentiments, and tliat in his opinion the happiness of our country, 
_ the regard which ought always to be paid to the promotion of ^ir- 
tue, require that this bill should be rejected. I am far from sus- 
^ pecting, that such an appearance of zeal can conceal any prirate 
xiews, or that such lathetick exclamations can proceed but from a 
, mind really affected with honest anxiety. , ^ 

• This anxiety, my Lords, 1 shall endeavour to dissipate before it 
I has been communicated to others; for I think it no less the duty of 
cvejy man who approves the pubhek measures, to vindicate them 
from misrepresentation, Ilian of hiid to whom they ^appear penii- 
, cious.or dangerous, to warn his fellow-subjects of that danger., < 

I, my Lords, am^one of those who ore conyinqed, '^hat the bill 
now before us, which has been censured as fundamentally wrong, is 
Vot.ll, '' 2A'' 
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in reality fundamentally right; that the end which is proposed by 
it is just, and the means which ai-c prescribed in it will accomplish, 
the purpose for which they were contrived. 

The end of this bill, my Lords, is to diminish the consumption of 
distilled spirits, to restrain the populace of these kingiloins from a 
liquor which, when used in excess, has a malignity to the last degree 
dangerous,- whieh at once inebriates and poisons, impairs the force 
of the undei-standing, and destroys the vigour of the body; and to 
attain this, I think itabsolutely right to lay a tax upon these liquors. 

Of the vice of drunkenness, my I^ords, no man has a stronger ab- 
horrence than- myself ; of the pernicious consequences of these li- 
quors, which arc now chiefly used by the common people, no man 
is more fully convinced, and therefore none can more zealously ^vish, 
that drunkennessmay be suppressed, and distilled spirits withheld 
from the people. ' 

The disorders mentioned by the noble Lord, arc rmdoubtcdly the 
consequences of the present use of these liquors, but these are not 
its worst cffccte. The offender against the law, maj’ by the law be 
sometimes reclaimed, and at other times cut off ; nor can these 
practices, however injurious to particular pei'sons, in any great dc-^ 
gree impair the general happiness. The woi’st effects, therefore, of 
the use of spirits, ate that idleness and extravagance which it lias' 
introduced among the common people, by which our commerce 
must be obstructed, and our present riches and j)lcnty cveij day 
diminished. , 

This pernicious practice; my Lords, is disseminated farther than 
could be reasonablybelieved by those whose interest has not incited, 
or curiosity induced them to enquire into the pmctice of the differ- 
ent classes of men. It is well known, that the farmers have been 
hitherto distinguished by the virtues of'frugality, temperance, and 
industry; that they laboured' hard, and spent little ; and were thcrc-^ 
fore justly considered as an innocent and useful part of the commu- 
nity, whose employment and parsimony, preserved them in a great 
measure from the general infection of vice which spread its influ- 
ence among, the traders and men of estates. 

‘Buteven this abstemious class of men, my Lords, have of late re- 
laxed their frugality, and suffered themselves to be tempted by this 
infatuating liquor /nor is any thingnow more common than to find it 
in-fhose houses in which ale, a few years ago, wus the highest pitch- 
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of luxury to which they aspired, and to see those hours wasted in 
intoxicating entertainments, which were formerly dedicated wholly 
to the care of their forms, and the improvement of their fortunes. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears, that tije corruption is become uni- 
yersal, and therefore that some remedy ought to be attempted ; nor 
can I conceive any measures more consistent with justice, or moie 
likdy to produce the end intended by them, than those which ai'e 
now oifered to your consideration, by which the liquor will be made 
dearer, too dear to be lavishly drank by those who are in most dan- 
ger of using it to excess j and the number of those wlvo retail it will 
be dimlniahed by the necessity of taking a licence, und of renewing 
them ev'ery year at the same cxpence. 

The inefficacy, my Lords, of violent methods, and the impossibi- 
lity of a total deprivation of any enjoyment which the people have 
fay custom made fomiliar and dear to them, sufficiently appears from 
the event of the law which is now to be repealed. It is well known, 
that by that law, tlie use of spirituous liquors was prohibited to the 
common people } tliat retailers were deterred from vending them by 
the utmost encouragement that could be given to informei's ; and 
that discoveries were incited'by erciy art that could be practised, 
and oSenders punuhed with the utmost rigour. 

- Yet wliat was the eflfect, my Lords, of all this diligence and vi- 
gour? A general panick suppressed, for a few weeks, the practice of 
selling the prohibited liquorsj but in a v'ery short time, necessity 
forced some, who had nothing to Jose, to return to their former 
trade j these were suffered sometimes to escape, because nothing 
was to be gained by informing gainst them, and oiViers were en- 
couraged by their example to imitate them, though with more se- 
crecy and caution; 'of those, indeed, many were punished, but many 
more escaped, and such as vv^re Bned often found the profit greater 
thanlhe loss. 

The prospect of raising money' by detecting their practices, in- 
cited many to turn information into a trade; and the feeility with 
■which the crime was to be proved, encouraged some to gratify their 
malice by peijury, and others tfadr aVaiice ; so that the multitude 
of informations became a publick grievance, and the magistrates 
themselves complained that the law was not to be executed. 

The perjuries of informers were now so flagrant and common, 
that the people thought all informations malicious; or at least, 

2 As 
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tlunldng themselves oppressed by the law, they looked upon cx’cry 
man that promoted its execution, as their enemy ,• and therefore 
now began to declare war against informers, many of whom they 
ti'eatcd'with great cruelty, and some they murdered in the streets. 

Bv their obstinacy they at last wearied the magistrates, and by 
their violence they intimidated those who might be' inclined to make 
discoveries ; so that the law', however just might be the intention 
with which it w'as enacted, or however seasonable the methods pre- 
scribed by it, has been now for some j'cars totally disused j nor has 
any one been punished for the violation of it, because no man has 
dared to offer informations. Even the vigilance of the magistmtes 
has been obliged to connive at these offences, nor has any man been 
found willing to engage in a tjisk, at once odious and endless, or to 
punish offences which every day multiplied, and of which the whole 
body of the common people, a body very formidable when iinitcd> 
was universally engaged. 

The practice, therefore, ofyendingandof drinkingdistillcdspi- 
rits, has prevailed for some time without opposition j nor can any 
man enter a tavern or an alehouse, in which they will be denied 
him, 01 - walk along the streets without being incited to drink them 
at eveiy corner j they have been sold for several years, with no less 
openness and security than any other commodity; and whoever 
walks in this great city, will find his w'ay veiy frequently obstiaictcd 
by those w'ho are selling these pernicious liquors to the greedy popu- 
lace, or by those wlio have drank them till they are unable to move. 

. But the strongest proof of the inefficacy of the late law, and con- 
sequently of the necessity of another, which may not he so easily 
eluded or so violently resisted, is given by tlie papers which lie upon 
the table. From these it appears that the quantity of spirits distilled., 
has increased from year to year to the present time;. and, therefore, 

- that dninkenness is become more prevalent, and the reasons for re- 
pressing it more.urgeht than ever before. 

Let us therefore calmly consider, my Lords, what can in thw 
exigence be done; that the people should be allow'cd to poisoa- 
themselves and their posterity without restraint, is certainly not the 
intent of any good man; and therefore, we are now' to consider how 
it may he -prevented. That the people are infected with the vice of 
drunkenness, that they bebauch themselves chiefly with spirituous 
liq^viors, and.that those liquors are in a high degree. i)ernicious, 
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confessed both by those ^\ho oppose the hill, and those uho defend 
it j but %\itb tU« advant’igc on the part of those that defend it, tliat 
they only propose a p^ob^blc method of rcrormmg (he abuses ulucli 
they deplore. I know that thewarm resentment which some Ixrds 
base on former occasions exprvtsw! against tlie disorders wliich dis- 
tilled liquors arc 6upi>osed to produce, may nalurally incline them 
(0 srisb, that they srerc toLally prohibited, and that this hquid fixe, 
as it has been termed, were (o be cxtlnguishctl for ever. 

Wlictherauch wishes arc not more ardent than rational; whether 
their zeal against the abuse of things, indlfftreot in themselves, has 
not, as has often happeneil in other case*, hunlcd them into an in- 
discreet censure of the lawful use, I shall not now enquire; because 
it is superfluous to dispute about the pmpriet} of measures, of which 
the possibility may be justly questioned. 

ThU last act, my Lords, ssas of this kind; the duties established 
by it were so high, that the)’ sthoUy debarred the lower classes of 
the peop*c from the liquor on wliich they were laid; and, therefpre, 
it was found by a very short cxjKaricncc, that it was impossible to 
preserve it from vioUlion; that there would be no end of punishing 
those whoofibnded against it; and tint Bcvcrity produced rather 
compassion than tenor. Tliose who have sufTtred the penalties 
were considered as per-ons under unjmt persecution, whom every 
■one was obliged by the tics of Immanity to encourage, rew-ard, and 
protect; and those wiio informed against (hem orencouroged infor- 
mations, were detested as (he oppressors of tlic people, nie law 
had, indeed, this ciTcct, ttiat it debarred, at least for a short time, 
all those fiom retailing spirits wl«> lived in reputation; and, there- 
fore, encouraged otiicrs to vend them in private places, where (hey 
were more likely to be drank to excess. 

Having, tlvercforc, matle (rial of violent and severe methods, and 
had an opportunity of obtaining a full tomiction of their incIBcacy, 
it is surely proper to profit by our experience, by that experience 
jvhich shows us that the U'cof distilled liquors under its prc«ent dis- 
couragements, has every year increased; and, therefore, proves at 
once the unprofitableness of the law now in force, and the neces- 
. sity of some other by which the same purposes may be more cer- 
tainly promoted. 

Tlie reformation ofavicc so prevalent,must be slow and gradual; 
for it is not to be hoped, that the whole bulk of the people will at 
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once be divestecl of their habits; and therefore it ivill be lafional to 
endeavour not wholly to debar them from any thing in which, how- 
ever absurdly, they place their happiness, but to make the attain- 
ment of , it more and more difTicult, that they may insensibly remit 
their ardo'ux', and cease from their j)ursuit. 

This, my Lords, is proposed in the present bill, which by the 
duties which are to be laid upon distilled spirits will raise the price 
a third part, and as it is reasonable to expect, hinder a third part of 
the consumption ; for it is observed, that those who drink them set 
no limits to their excesses, but indulge their appetites to the utmost 
of their power; if he therefore who used to spend thrcc-pcnce a 
day in spirits, can now have no more than could formerly be 
bought for two-pence, he must necessarily content himself with 
only two-thirds of the quantity which he has hitherto drank ; and 
therefore must by force, though pcrhaj)3 not by inclination, be less 
intemperate. 

It is not to be doubted, my Lortls, but that spirits will, by this 
additional duty, be made one third part dearer ; for it has been hi- 
therto obsen'edj that retailei-s levy upon the buyer twice tlie duty 
that is paid to the government, as is every day ajiparent in other 
pommodities ; so that the yearly quantity of spirits which is usually 
distilled will cost five hundred thousand pounds more than before, 
a tax which, I suppose, those who arc charged with this kind of de- 
bauchery vyill not be supposed able to pay, and which yet must be 
paid by them, xmless they xvill be content with a less quantity'. 

That spirits xvill noxv be sold in every' publick-housc, of whatever 
denomination, has been, I believe, justly asserted ; but the assertion 
has not been properly urged as an argument against tlie bill. One 
of the circumstances xvhich has contributed to the enormous abuse 
of these liquors, has been the pi’actice of retailing them in obscure 
places by persons without character and xvithout money; who there- 
fore neither feared penalties nor infamy', and offended against law > 
and decency with equal security. But when the, cheapness of li- 
cences shall make it convenient for every man that pleases to retail 
spirits in a publick manner, they' will be generally drank in houses 
i isited by publick officers, obserx’ed by the neighboxiring inhabitants, 
and frequented by persons of morals and civility, xvho xviU always 
‘ endeayour to restrain all enormous excesses, and oblige the masters 
of the houses to pay some regard to the kuvs. Those xx’hose appcr 
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tite» are too importunate to be restrained, may now gratify tbera 
iiiithoiit being tempted to enter into houses of infamy, or mingling 
with beggars, or thie» cs, or profligates ; and tliercfore, tliough the 
use of spirits should continue thcKmic, its cjonscijucnces will be less 
iatal, since' they may be had wttliout the ncccssitj of associating 
with wickedness. 

But, my Lords, it is not improbable, tliat by this bvH llic number 
of retailers, at least in this city, where they are most pernicious, 
may be lessened. It is well known, tliat the reason for which they 
arc sold in cellars, and in the streets, is the (Linger of retailing them 
in othcrplaees j and tliat if thej* were generally sold by those who 
could procure the best of each eort, these petty traders would be ira** 
mediately undone; for it is reasonable to imagine, my Lords, that 
they huy the chca|)cst liquors, and sell them at the dearest rate. 

Blicn therefore reputable houses shall be opened for the sale of 
tlicse liquors, decency will restrain some, and prudence will hinder 
others, from endangering tlicir health by purchasing those liquors 
which are oflered in the street, and from liazanUng their morels, or 
perlnps their Urcs, by drinking to eacess in obscure places. 

It is likewbe to be remembered, my Lords, that zainy of those 
who now poison their countrymen with petty shops of dcbaucliery, 
are not able to purchase a licence, even at the cheap rate at which 
it is now proposed, end that therefore they will be restrained 
from their trade by a legal inability ; for it is not, my Lords, to be 
iinagined,’that they will be defended with equal zeal by the populace, 
when the liquors may be liad wUhoxil their assistance, nor wUl in- 
formation be equally infamous, when it is not the act only of pro- 
fligates who pursue the practice of it us u trade, but of the proper 
officers of es-ery place incited by the lawful senders of the same 
commodities, or of the senders themselves, svho will noss* be nume- 
rous enough to protect each other, and s(liom tlicir common inter- 
est will incite against clandestine dealers. 

Tile price of licences, therefore, nppears to me sciy happily ad- 
justed : had it been greater there svould not has'e been a sufficient 
number of lawful retailers to put a stop to clandestine sellers ; and 
if it ssus lower, every petty dc.'iler in this commodity might, by pre- 
tending to keep an alehouse, continue the jrracticc of alToiding an 
harbour to Uiieves, and of propi^ting debauchery. 

Thus, my Loids, it appears to me that the bill will lessen the 
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consumption of these destructive spirits, certainly in a great degree, 
by raising the price, and probably by tninsfcrring the trade of sell- 
ing them into more reputable hands. What more can be done by 
human care or industry I do not conceive. To prohibit the u«c of 
them is impossible, to luise the price of them to the same height 
with that of foreign spirits, is indeed practicable, but surely at this 
time ho eligible method; for so general is this hind of debauchery, 
that no degree of expcncc would entirely suppress it ; .and as foreign 
spirits, if they were to be sold at the same price, would always be 
preferred to our own, we should only send into otiier nations that 
money which now circulates among oiusclvcs, and impovensh the 
people without reforming them. 

The regulation provided by the bill before us is therefore, in my. 
opinion, the most likely method for recovering the ancient industry 
and sobriety of the common people j and, my Lords, I shall approve 
it, till experience has shown it to be defective, I shall approve it 
not vvith a Anew of obtaining or securing the favour of any of those 
who may be thought to interest themselves in its success, but be- 
cause I find some new law for this purpose indispensably necessary’, 
and believe that no better can be contrived. 

We are now, my Lords, to contend with the passions of all the 
common people. We arc endeavouring to reform a vice almost uni- 
versal; a vice which, however destructive, is now no longer re- 
proachful. We have tried the force of violent methods, and - found 
them unsuccessful ; we are now therefore to trea.t the vulgar as 
children, with a kind of artful indulgence, and'to take from them 
secretly and by degrees what cannot be wholly denied thcm, AviUi- 
put exasperating them almost to rebellion. 

This is the first attempt, and by this, if one third of the consump- 
tion be diminished, we may next year double the duty, and by a new 
augmentation of the price take away anotlier third, and what will 
then be drank, will perhaps by the strictest momlists be allowed to 
be rather beneficial than hurtful. 

By this gradual procedure, we shall give those, who have accus- 
tomed themselves to this liquor, thne to reclaim their appetites, and 
those that live bydistilling, opportunities of engaging in someother 
employment ; we shall remove the distemjjer of the publick without 
any painful remedies, aUd shall reform the people insensibly with- 
out exasperating or pei’secuting thern,- 
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• The Bisliq) oF OxroRD spolcc to the following purport: — My 
Lords, os I am not yet convmowl of the cxp<Jd.icnce of tlie bill now 
before us, nor can discover any reason for bcHciing, that the adinn- 
tages ^vHl countenall the mischiefs which it will produce, I Ihink 
it my duty to declare, that 1 shall opp ‘■e U sw destructive to virtue, 
and contrary to the inviolable rules of religion. 

It appears to roe, my I,ords, that the liberty of selling liquors 
which arc allowed to be equally injurious to health and virtue, will 
by this law become general and boundless ; and I can discover no 
reason for doubting, that the purchasers will be multiplied bv in- 
creasing the numbers of the venders, and the increase of the sale of 
distilled spirits, and the propagation of all kinds of vvlcketlncss arc 
the same*, 1 must conclude tliat bill to be destructive to the pub» 
jjck by which the sale of spirits will be increased. 

It has been urged that other more vigorous methods hate been 
Irietl, and tkit they arc now to be hid aside, because evjwrienco 
has shown thetn to be InclTectual, because the people unanimously 
asserted the privilege of debauchery, <ipi>oscd the execution of 
justice, and pursued those with the utmost malice that ofTcred in« 
formations. 

I should think, my Lords, tliat government approaching to Its 
dissolution, that was reduced to submit its decrees to their judge* 
ment who are chiefly accused of the abuse oftlicec liqnorsj for 
surely when the lowest, the most corru])! part of the j>eople, bavo 
obtained such a degree of influence, ns to dictate to the legisUturo 
those Ians by which they expect to be governed, nil subordination 
is at an end. 

This, my Lords, I ivope, I sluvU never sec the state of my own 
countiy : I hope I shall never see the government without author- 
ity to enforce obedience to the laws, nor have I, indeed, seen any 
such weakness on this occasion ; the opposition that was made, and 
the discontent tliat wTis excited, were no greater than might be 
reasonably expected, when the vice which was to he icromicd was 
so enormously predominant, nor was the cflcct of the l.iw less 
than any one who foresaw such opposition might reasonably have 
conceived. 

In this city alone there were, befote the commencement of that 
law, fifteen hundred large shops, in which no other trade was car- 
ried on than that of retailing these pemiciou? liquoi s j in, which no 
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temptation to dcbaucliciy was forgotten j and, what cannot, be men- 
tioned without horror, back rooms and Kccrct places were contrived 
for receptacles of those who had drank till they had lost their rea- 
son and their limbs j there tJicy were crowded together till they rc- 
covci-ed sb'cngth sufficient to go away, or drink raoi'c. 

These pestilential shops, these store-houses of mischief, will, upon 
the encouragement which this law will gave them, be set open 
again ; new invitations will be hung out to catch the eyes of pas- 
eengers, who will again be enticed with promises of being made 
dnmk for a penny, and that universal debauchery and astonishing 
licentiousness which ga\'c occasion to the former act ^Yill return 
upon us. . 

It is to little purpose, my Lord-s, that the licence.? for selling dis- 
tilled spirits arc to be granted only to those who profess to keep 
houses for the sale of other liquors, since nolhlng will he more ca.sy 
than to elude this pari, of the law. Whoever is inclined to open a 
shop for tire retail of spirits, may take a licence for selling ale ; and 
the sale of one barrel of more innocent liquors in a year will entitle 
to dispense poison with impunity, and to contribute without con- 
troul to, the conniption of mankind. 

It is confessed, that since this law was made, these liquor's have 
been sold only at cornel's of the streets, in petty shops, and in pri- 
vate cellars j and therefore it must be allowed, that if the consump- 
tion has increased, it has at least increased less than if the free and 
open sale had been pei'mitted j for the necessity of secrecy is always 
a restraint, and every resti'aint must in some degree obstruct any 
practice, since those that follow it under restraint would pursue it 
piore vigorously, if that restraint were taken away ; and those that 
are now totally hindered, would at least be more strongly tempted 
by greater liberty; and where the temptation is more powerful, 
more will probably be overcome by it. , 

But, my Lords, Hower er the law' may in this crowded city have 
been eluded and defied, however drunkenness may here have been 
protected by the insolence which it produces, and cr-imes have been 
sheltered by the multitudes of ofiendei-s, I am informed, that in parts 
less populous, the efficacy of the late act never was denietl; and that 
it has in many parts rescued the people from the miseries of de- 
bauchery, and only failed in others by the negligence of those to 
whom the execution of it was committed. 
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Negligently and faintly as it was cjcecuted, it did in effect hinder 
many from pursuing thU destructiTe kind of trade j and even in the 
metropolis itselfr almost a total stop was for a time put to the use 
of spirits j and had the magistrates performed their duty with stea- 
diness and resolution> it is probable, that no plea would have arisen 
in favour of this bill from the inelRcacy of the last. 

I cannot indeed deny, that the multitude of false informers fur- 
nished the ma^strates with a very specious pretence for relaxing 
their vigilance j but it was only, my lords, a specious pretence, not 
a warrantable reason } for the same diligence should have been used 
to punish false informers as clandestine retailers ; the traders in poi- 
son and in perjury should have been both pursued with incessant \i- 
gour, the sword of justice should ha\e*been drawn against them, 
nor should it have beep laid aside, till either species of wickedness 
had been exterminated. 

In the execution of tliis, ns of other penal laws, my Lords, it will 
be always possible for the judge to he misled by false testimonies j 
pnd theiefbre the argument which false informations furnish may 
be used against every other law, where Information is encouraged. 
Yet, my Lords, it has been long the practice of this nation to incite 
criminals to detect each other; and when any enormous crime is 
committed, to proclaim at once panlon apd rewards to him that 
shall discover his accomplices. This, my Lords, is an apparent 
temptation to perjury j and yet no inconveniences have arisen from 
it, that can reasonably induce us to lay it aside. 

Peijuiy may in the execution of this law be detected by the same 
means as on other occasions j and whenever it is detected, ought to 
be tigarQUily pumshed*, and I doubt not but in. a short tinve the 
difficulties and inconveniences which are asserted in the preamble of 
this bill to have attended the putting the late act in ezecution, would 
speedily have vanished j the number of delinquents would have been 
every day les«ened, and the virtue and industry of the nation would 
have been restored. 

It is not indeed asserted, that the execution of the late act wa^ 
impossible, but that it was attended with difficulties ; and when, mv 
Lords, vvus any design of great importance effected without difficul- 
ties? It is difficult, without doubt, to restrain a nation from vice, 
and to reform a nation already corrupted, is still more difficult. 
But as both, however difficult, are necessary, it is the duty of 
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^government to endeavour till it shall appear that no endea- 
vours can succeed. 

? " For my part^ my Lords, I am not easily persuaded to believe that 
remissness will succeed, where assiduity has failed j and therefore if 
it be true, as is supposed in the preamble, that the fonner act was 
ineffectual by any defects in itself, I cannot conceive that this wiU 
operate with greater foi cc. I cannot imagine that appetites will be 
vvealvcned by lessening tlic danger of gratifying them, or that men 
who will break down the fences of the law to possess themselves of 
what long habits have, in their opinion, made necessary to thcm> 
w’ill neglect it, merely because it is laid in their wa}'. 

With regard to this act, my Lords, it is to be enquired, whether 
it is likely to be executed with more diligence than the former, and 
■whether the same obstacles may not equally obstruct the execution 
of both. 

The great difficulty of the former method, a metljod certainly in 
itself reasonable and efficacious, arose from the necessity of receiv- 
ing informations from the meanest and most profligate of the peo- 
ple, who were often tempted to lay hold of the opportunities which 
■that law put into their hands, of relieving their wants, or gratify- 
ing their resentment ; and veiy frequently intimidated the innocent 
by threats of accusations; which were not easily to be confuted. 
-They were tlierefore equally dangerous to those that obej'cd the act, 
and to those that disregarded it 5 for they sometimes put their 
threats in execution, and raised prosecutions against those who 
had committed no other crime than that of refusing to bribe 
them to silence. . • ' ' •. > ’ ^ • 

An abuse so , notorious, my Lords,, produced a general detestation, 
of all informers, or at least concuixed with other causes to produce 
it ; and that detestation became so prevalent in the minds of the 
•populace, that at last it became to the highest degree dangerous to 
attempt the conviction of those, who, in the most open and con- 
temptuous manner, every day violated the laws of their country.; 
and in time the retailers, tinjsting to the protection of the people, 
laid aside all cautions, at least in this great city, and prosecuted 
their former practice with the utmost security. 

This, my Lords, was the chief difficulty inconvenience hitherto 
disco-vered in the law which is now to be repealed.: Thus was its 
execution obstructed, and the provisions enacted by if made inef- 
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fcctual. This defect therefore ought to be chiefly regarded in any 
new 'regulations. But what securities, my Lords, are prorided 
agsunst the same evil in the bill before us? Or why should we ima- 
gine that this law will be executed with less opposition than the 
last ? The informers will undoubtedly be of tlie same class as before; 
they are still to be incited by a reward ; and therefore it may be 
reasonably fedred, that they will act upon the same motives, and be- 
persecuted with the same fury. 

' To obviate this inconvenience appears to me very easy, by con- 
verting the duty upon licences to a large duty upon the liquors to 
be paid by the distiller; the pa)Tnent of which will be carefully ex- 
acted by proper oflicci's, who, though their emplojment is not very 
reputable, pursue it at least wthout any personal danger ; and who 
inform their superiors of any attempts to defraud the re^ enue, with^ 
out being censured as officious or revengeful, and therefore are 
without any terrors to hinder them from their duty. 

It has been asserted, indeed, that the price of a licence is nmvso 
small, that none who are inclined to deal in spirits, will neglect to 
secure themselves from punbhment and vexation by procuring it ; 
and that no man will subject himself to the malice of a profligate, 
by carrying on an illicit trade, which the annual expence of twenty 
shillings will make legal. . , 

K this argument be just; my Lords, and to the greatest part of 
this Assemblyi I believe, it will appear very plausible, how will this 
^aw lessen the consumption of distilled liquors ?— It is confessed that 
it will hinder nobody from selling them; and it has been foundry 
experience, that nothing can restrain the people from buying them, 
but such laws as hinder them from being sold. 

This plea, therefore, by removing an objection to a particular 
clause, will strengthen the great argument against the tenor of the 
bill, that instead Of lessening, it will increase the consumption of 
^those liqudrs which are allowed to be destructhe to the people, to 
enfeeble the body, and to vitiate the mind, and consequently to im- 
pair the strength and commerce of the nation, and'to destroy the 
happiness and secuntj of life. 

That the cheapness of licences will induce multitudes to buy 
them, maybe expected; but it cannot be hoped that everyone will 
cease to sell spirits without a licence ; for they are, as I am informed, 
offfered every hour in the streeU by Uiose to whom twenty shillings 
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'riiis pmetice, my ,-ltouId he liken be obviated; for n bile 

one gallon, after having jeiid the pimt-nl low duty which b laid 
upon it, may Ik; multiplied to thnu*, the ariclitiuinl price wilt, in 
the small quautitiei which are usutdly demanded, hecome imper- 
ceptible. 

Hut to show yet farther the inc-flicacy of thb hill, let supjvo:?, 
what will not he fo\tnd by experience, that a ludfjJinny i-y added to 
the price of every pint, it will yet be very ju-ncticable to revel in. 
dvunkennesa for a penny, since a very small t|uanlity of these liate- 
ful liquors is stiflicicnt to intoxicate those who h.ave not been 
habituated to the use of tlicin; who, though their rcfoiTuation is 
undoubtedly to be desired, do not so much domand the cme of the 
legislature, as tho-c who are yet unUiintcd with this pernicioui 
practice, and who may, priiaj)?, by the frcfjucncy of temptation. 
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and the prevalence of example, be induced in time to taste these 
execrable liquors, and perish ia their first essays of debauchery. 
For such is the quality of these spirits, that they are sometimes fatal 
to those who indiscreetly venture upon them witliout caution, and 
whose stomachs liavc not been prepared for large draughts, by 
proper gradations of intemperance; a single spoonful has been 
found sufficient to hurry two children to the grave. 

It is, therefore, my oplidon, that those whose stations and em- 
ployments make it their duty to superintend the conduct of ‘their 
fellow-subjects, ought to contrive some other law on this occasion j 
ought to endeavour to rescue the common people from the infatua- 
tion which is become general amongst them, and to withhold from 
them the means of wickedness. That instead of compljing with 
their prejudices, and flattering their appetites, they should exert 
that authority with which they are intrusted in a steady and resolute 
opposition to predominant x ices ; and without having recourse to 
gentle arts, and tempoiizlng expedients, snatch out of their handi 
at once those instruments which arc only of use for criminal pur- 
poses, and take from their mouths that draught with which, how- 
ever delicious it may seem, t hey poison at once themseh cs and their 
posterity. • 

The only argument which can be offered in defence of this bill, 
is the necessity of supporting the exj^nccs of the war, and the dif- 
ficulty of raising money by any other method. The necessity of the 
war, my Lords, I am not about to call in'questidn, nor is it very 
consistent with my character to examine the method in uluch it lias 
been carried on 5 but this I can boldly ^sert, that however just, 
however necessary, hoivever prudently prosecuted, and howeier suc- 
cessfully concluded, it can produce no advantages equimlent to the 
national sobriety and industry, and am certain that no publick ad- 
vantage ought to be purchased at the expence of publick \ irtue. 

But, my Lords, I hope jve are not yet reduced to the unhappy 
choice either of corrupting our people, or submitting to our ene- 
mies } nor do I doubt but that supplies may be obtained by methods 
less pernicious to the publick, and that funds sufficient for (he pre- 
sent occasion may be cstablbhed wubout a l^al establishment of 
'drunkenness. 

I hope, my Lords, we shall not suffer our endeaiours to be 
bafllcd by the obstinacy of drunkards ; and that we shall not demist 
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frotii Ghdcavouring the recover}' of the nation from this hatefiit 
vice, because our first attempt has failcrl, since it failed only by the 
negligence or the cowardice of those whose duty required them to 
promote tlie execution of a just law. 

; Against the bill now before us I have thought it my duty to de- 
clare, as it appears to me opposite to every princijdc of virtue, and 
every just purjiose of government} and therefore, though 1 haveen- 
■grossed so much of your time in speaking on a subject W'ith which 
it cannot reasonably be expected that I should he well acquainted, 
I hope I shall esisily be pardoned by your lordships, since I have 
■no private views cither of interest or resentment (o promote, and 
have spoken only what my conscience dictates, and my duty 
requires. 

Lord Talbot then rose up, .and spoke to the following purport .* 
— My Lords, I am ashamed that there should be any necessity of 
opposing in this assembly a bill like that which is how before us ( a 
bill crowded with absurdities,- which no strength of eloquence can 
e.xaggerate, nor any force of reason make more evident. 

- This bill, my Lords,' is however the first proof that our new mi- 
nisters have given of their capacity for the task which they have un- 
dertaken j 'this is a specimen of their sagacity, and is designed by 
them as an instance of the gentle methods by wliich the exijenccs 
of the government are hereafter to be levied uj)on the people. The 
nation shall no longer sec its manufactures .subjected to imposts, 
nor the fruits of industry taken from the laborious artificer;, but 
•drunkenness shall hereafter supply what has hitherto been paid by 
diligence and traffick; the restraints of vice shall be taken aw’ay, the 
. barriers of virtue and religion broken, and an univepal licentious- 
ness shall overspread the land, that the schemes of the ministry 
may be executed. . 

What are the projects, my Lords, that are to be pumued by such 
means, it is not my present purpose to enquire : it is not necessary 
to add any aggravations to the present charge/ or to examine what 
Jias been the former conduct, or what will be the future actions of 
men who lie open by their present proposal to' the most atrocious 
accusations j who'are publickly endeavouring the propagation of the 
most pernicious of all vices, who are laying poison in the way of 
their countrymen, poison by which not only the body, but the mind 
is contaminated; who. are attempting to establish by a law aprac-_ 
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Lee productive of all the miseries to which human nature is ind- 
ent ; a practice which will at once disperse diseases and sedition, 
nd promote leg-gnrj’ and rebellion 
This, mj Loitla, is the expedient by which the acutene<!S of our 
niniilr}’ proposes to Tai«e the supplies of the present jear, and by 
hL they hope to com ince the nation that thej are qualified for the 
ligU trusts to whiih they arc advanced? and that they one their 
=^aUation only to the superiority of tlicir abilities, ihe extent of 
their Knowledge, and the maturity of their experience: by this 
maater-stroKc of policy they 1 npe to lay for thcii authority a firm 
and durable foundation, and to possess themselves, by this happy 
contrivance, at once of the confidence of the Crown, and the affcc- 
tion'i of the people. 

But, my Lords, 1 am so little convinced of their abilities, that 
amidst all the exultation which this new scheme produces, I will 
venture to predict tlie decline of their influence, and to fi.x the pe- 
riod of their greatness 3 for I am persuaded, tliat notwithslnnding 
the readmes^ with which they have hitherto sacrificed the interest 
of their countiy, notwiclistanding the desperate precipitation with 
whlclv they have blindly engaged in the most dangerous measures, 
they will not he able to continue a )car in their present stations. 

The bill how undei our consideration, my Lords, will undoubtedly 
make all those their enemies whom it docs not corrupt, for what 
can be expected from it, but universal disorder and boundless 
wickedneas^ wickedness made insolent by the protection, of the 
law, and disoidcr promoted by all those wliOiC wealth is increased 
by the increase of the revenues of tlic government. 

Had it been urged, my Lords, in defence of this bill, that it was 
necessary to raise moncj, and that money could only be raised by 
increasing the consumption of distilled spirits, it would have been 
ajiparcnt that it was well calculated to promote the purposes in- 
tended , but surely, to assert that it will obstruct the use of these 
liquors, L to discover a degree either of ignorance, of effrontery, 
or of folly, bj which few statesmen have been hitherto distin- 
guished. V 

If we receive w ithout examination the estimates which have been 
laid down," and allow the duly to rise as high as those by whom it 
Is projected have ventured to assert, the price of these liquois can'" 
be raised but a halfpenny a pint, and ^ere are few, even among 
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from endeavouring the recover}' of the nation from this hateful" 
vice, because our first attempt has failed, since it failed only by the 
neecligcncc or the cowardice of those w’hose duty required them to 
promote the execution of a just law. 

Against the bill now before us I have thought it my duty to de- 
clare, as it appears to me opposite to ever}' principle of virtue, and 
eveiy just puipose of government j and therefore, though I have en- 
grossed so nguch of your time in speahing on a subject "rt'ith which 
it cannot reasonably be expected that I should be well acquainted, 
I hope I shall easily be pardoned by your l^ordships, since I have 
no private views cither of interest or resentment to promote, and 
have spolcen only what my conscience dictates, and my duty 
requires. 

Lord Talbot then rose up, and spohe to the following purport : 
— My Lords, I am ashamed that there should be any necessity of 
opposing in this assembly a bill like that which is how before us ; a 
bill crowded with absurdities, which no strength of eloquence can. 
exaggerate, nor any foi’oe of reason make more evident. 

. Tliis bill, my Lords,' is however the first proof that our new mi- 
nisters have given of their capacity for the task which they have un- 
dertaken 5 -this is a specimen of their sagacity, and is designed by 
them as an instance of the gentle methods by which the cxi)cnccs 
of the government are hereafter to be levied upon the people. The 
nation shall no longer see its manufactures subjected to imposts, 
nor the fruits of industry taken from the laborious artificer; but 
drunkenness shall hereafter supply what has hitherto been paid by 
diligence, and traffick; the I'cstiuints of vice shall be taken away, the 
. barrier’s of virtue and religion broken, and an unir’ei^al licentious- 
ness shall overspread the land, that the schemes of the ministry 
may be executed. 

What are the projects, my Lords,! that are to be pur-sued by such 
means, it is not my preserrt puipose to enquire: it is not necessary 
to add any aggravations to the present charge; or to examine what 
has been the former conduct, or what will be the future actions of 
men who lie opeil by their present proposal to the most atrocious 
accusations; wlio are publickly endeavouring the propagation of the 
v irrost pernicious of all vices, who are laying poison in the way of 
their countrymen, poison by wdiicli not only the body, but the mind 
is contaminated ; who are attempting to establirii by a law api-ac- 
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tice p^ductivc of all the miseries to which human nature is inci- 
dent; a practice w’hich will at once disperse diseases and sedition, 
and promote beggarj’ and rebellion. 

This, my Loids, is the exjjcdicnt by which the acuteness of our 
ministry proposes to rai-e the supplies of the present jear, and by 
this they hope to com ince the nation that they are qualified for the 
high trusts to which they 'are advanced; and that they owe their 
exaltation only to the superiority of their abilities, ihe extent of 
their knowledge, and the maturity of their experience: by this 
master-stroke of policy they hope to lay for their authority a firm 
and durable foundation, and to po3«css themselves, by this happy 
contrhnnce, at once of the confidence of the Crown, and the afibc- 
tion'i of the people. 

But, my I^rds, I am so little convinced of their abilities, that 
amidst all the e.xultation which this new scheme produces, I will 
venture to predict the decline of their influence, and to fix the jie- 
riod of their greatness j for I am pewuaded, that notwithstanding 
the readmes^ with which they have hitherto sacrificed the interest 
of their country, notwithstanding the desperate precipitallon’with 
which they hav e blindly engaged in tlie most dangerous measures, 
they will not he able to conlimtc a )ear in their present stations. 

The bill how under ourconsideration, roy Lords, will undoubtedly 
make all those their enemies whom 'It does not corrupt; for what 
can be expected from it, but universal disorder and boundless 
wickedness 5 wickedness made insolent by the protection of the 
law, and dboidcr promoted by all those vvhose wealth is increased 
by the increase of the lerenues of the ^vernment. 

Had it been urged,' ray Lords, in'defence of this bill, that it was 
necessary to raise raonej-, and that money could only be raised by 
increasing the consumption of distilled spirits, it would have been 
apparent that it was well calculated to promote the purposes in- 
tended ; but surely, to assert that it will obstruct the use of these 
liquors, is to discover a degree either of ignorance, of effrontery, 
nr of folly, bj which few statesmen have been hitherto distin- 
guished. , ' 

If we receive vvithout'examination the estimates which have been 
laid down," and allow the duty to rise as high as those by whom it 
is projected liave ventured to assert, the price of these liquois can’’ 
be raised but a halfpenny a pint; and there are few, even among 
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the lowest of those who: indulge thetnsdlves in this fatal luxury, 
whom the want of a single halfpenny can often debar from it. 

• And though these accurate calculators -should insist that men may 
8ometimes.be compelled to sobriety by this addition to the expence 
of being dmnk, yet how far will this jestraint be found from being 
-equivalent to the new temptation, v/hich will be thrown into the 
.w'a}' of thousands, yet iincorrupted, by the multitude of new shops 
that v/ill be opened for the distribution of poison, and the security 
which debauchery will: obtain fromvthe countenance of .the legis,- 
lature! - ■ 

What will be, the consequences of any encouragement given to a 
vice, already ahnost iiTcsistibly prevalent, I cannot determine j but 
surely nothing is too dismal to be expected from universal dninli- 
enness, from a' general depravity of all the most useful part of man-^ 
kind/ from an epidemical fury of tlebaucheiy, and an unbounded 
exemption from resti-aint. 

How little any encouragement is wanting to promote the con- 
sumption of those execrable liquors/ how mtich it concerns eveiy 
man Avho has been informed of their quality, and who has seen theii* 
consequences, to oppose the use of them with his utmost influence,, 
appears from the enormous quantity which the stills of this nation 
annually produce, ' 

The number of gallons which appeal^ from the accounts on the 
table to have been consumed last year, is seven millions; a quan- 
tity sufficient to destroy the health, interrupt the labour, and de- 
prave the morals, of a very great part .of the nation ; a quantity 
which, if it be suffered, to continue undiminished, will, even with- 
out any legarericoxu-agemeirt of its use, in a short time destroy the 
happiness of the publick; and by impairing the strength, and less-' 
cning the number, of manufacturers and laijourers, introduce po- 
verty arid famine. ' 

Instead therefore of promoting a practice so evidently detrimen- 
tal to society,. let us oppose it with the most vigorous efforts ; let 
us begin, our opposition by rejecting this biU, arid then consider, 
whether the execution of the foririer law shall be enforced, or wdie-:; 
tber another.'iriore efficacious can be formed. , 

Lord Cholmondelet then spoke, to the following effect:-— My^ 
Lords, though it is undoubtedly tlie right of ever}' person in this- 
Assembly to utter his sentiments with freedom, yet surely 'decency 
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ought to restrain us from Virtilent, and justice ft-om undese^-ed re- 
proachfeay ue ought not to ccnsuro arty conduct Ivith more scTcrlty 
tlian it deserves, nor condemn any mart for practices of which he is 
innocent. 

This rule, whitili will not, I suppose, be controverted, has not in 
my opinion been vety carefully obfecircd in this debate; for surely 
nothing is more unjUst thart to^sert or insinuate that the govern* 
mcnnias looked idly upon the advances of ddbduchery, dr has suf- 
fered drunkenness to prevail without opposition. 

' Of the care with which lids licentiousness haS been opposed, no 
other proof can be fetiulrcd, than the laws which have in th6 pre* 
sent reign been made ngaimt it. Soort after Ihi; suceestion of hia 
Mfydsty, the use 6f compound spirits was prohibited ; but this lattf 
being eluded by substituting liquors so dlavVn, as not (o be included 
in the statutes, it was goon after repealed j and the people wei'C for 
a time, indeed, suHered to dtlnk distilled liquors \Tithtmt restraint; 
bccauic a proper method of rcstminihg them wds nbt easily td be 
found. 

How difficult It was to contHve meani by which this vice Wight 
eafcly be prevented, appeared more plalnlf toon toftenVards, When 
the outrageous licentiousness of tho populace made it necessary to 
odntrivT! some new law by which the use of Ihot liquor might be 
prohibited, to Which so much insolence, idleness and dissolutcnts^ 
were imputed. 

- Tlio law Whicli it is now proposed to repeal, was then feeflIoUsly 
promoted by those who were (hen most distinguished for their vir- 
tV3C and their pmdCncfe. Kvciynumvvho had nhy regard ibf tho 
happiness of the publlck, was alarmed at the inundation of licon** 
tiousness that overflowed this city, and began to spread itself tb tho 
remoter parts oF the kingdom j and it was determined that nothing 
but a total prohibition of (listilled liquors could preserve the peace, 
and restore the virtue of the batlon. 

A Lwwns therefore -ttiide, which prohibited the retail Of distilled 
fpiritsj and it was expected timt the people would ifflmedlatcly fe« 
turn to the use of ihote Innocent rind healthful liquors, and that 
tlie new art of sudden intoxication vVijuld be wholly su^ipre-ased j 
but with how little knowledge of the dispositions of th^ rtallOft tWf 
hope wa^ formed, the event quickly discovered j feu* no sooner U aa 
the darling liquof vtitliheld> than a gerteral munimr WiS raisSd' 
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over all pai’t£ of llvB great, city, and all the lower orders of the peo- 
ple testified tlicir discontent in the most open manner, hlultitudcs 
■were immediately tempted by the prospect of uncommon gain, to 
retail the prohibited liquoi's j of these many were detected, and 
many punished j and the trade of information was .so lucmtivc, 
and so closely followed, that there was no. doubt but the law 
would produce tlic effect cxj)ecled from it, and that the most obsti- 
nate retailers would, by rcjicated pro.secut ions, be discouraged from 
the practice. 

Blit no sooner did the people find their favourite gratification in 
real danger, than they niianimously engaged in its defence j they 
discovered that without informers, the new law was without ojjcra- 
tion j'and the informers were thei’cfore persecuted by them witliout 
mercy, and without remission, till at last no man w’ould venture to 
provoke the resentment of the populace for the I'cward to which in- 
formation entitled liim. 

Thus, my Lords, one law has been eluded by artifice, and ano- 
ther defeated by violence ; the practice of drinking sjfirits, however, 
pernicious, still continued to prevail; the magistrates could not 
punish, a crime of which they were not informed, and they could 
obtain no information of a practice vindicv.ted by l.bc populace. 

It is net indeed to be allowed that the custom of drinking distil- 
led liquors, however prevalent, has yet arisen toth.c height at which 
the noble Lord who sjiokc last secnis to imagine it arrived ; for 
though it is iindoubtcilly tnie tliat seven millions of gallons are an- 
nually distilled, it is not to be imagined that the whole quantity is 
wasted in dcbauclicry ; ’ some is exhausted by the necessities, and 
some by the conveniences of life ; a great part is exported to others 
countries, and, the distillery promotes many other purposes than- 
those of riot and licentiousness. 

■ That too, much, however, is used by the common people, and 
that intemperance lias for some time prevailed in a degree unknoum ; 
to any former age, cannot be denied ; and therefore somenneans of 
reclaiming them ought to he tried. What then, my Lords, is to he-- 
done ? The first law \yas eluded, the second is defied ; the fii-st was 
executed, but produced no restraint the second produces a restraint 
s6' violent, that it. cannot be executed. 

• That the present law is ineffectual, cannot be doubted by those, 

, who asserb that the quantity of sphits distilled, has every year in- 
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creased j and there seems to remain tliercforc no other ■choice than 
that of suffering' this increase to proceed, or to endeavour to pre- 
vent it by new regulations. TIic present law ought to be repealed; 
because it Is useless ; but surel)' sonic other ought to supply 
its place, whicli may be more easily enforced, and less violently 
opposed. 

Tliebill now before us, my LoiiU/will, in my opinion, answer 
all the purposes of the last, without noise, and without disturbance. 
By lessening the price of licences, it will put a stop to clandestine 
retail j and by raising that of the liquors, it w ill hinder the common 
people from drinking them in their usual cvccss. > Those who have 
hitherto lost their reason and limbs twice a day by their drunken- 
ness, will not be able, under the Intended regulations, to comnut 
the same crime twice in a week ; and as the temptation of cheap- 
ness will be taken away, it may be hoped that the next generation 
will not fall into the same vice. 

Since iherefoie, my Lords, the arguments in favour of this bill 
are at least plausible and specious j since the design appears to be 
worthy of this Assembly, and the method proposed such os may bo 
hoped to produce the effects which the projcctorsof the bill dcsirej 
and since the opinions of this Home arc at least divided, and the 
other has passed it almost without opposition, we ought at least, in 
my opinion, not to reject It with precipitation, but to refer it to a’ 
committee, that it may be fully considered ; and those objections 
which cannot be answered, removed by proper alterations. ' 

Lord Cartsket spoke to the following purport : — My Lords, 
the bill now under our consideration appears to me to deserve 
a much more dose regard than seems to have been paid to* it in 
the other House, through which it was hurried witii the utmost 
precipitation, and where it was passed, almost without the formal- 
ity of a debate , nor can I think tliat earnestness with which some 
Lords seem inclined to press it forward here, consistent with the 
importance of the consequences which may be w itii great reason ex- 
pected fiom it. '( " 

It has been uiged, that where so groat a number have formed 
expectations of a national benefit from any bill, so much deference, 
at least, is due to their judgement, as that the bill should be fconsi- 
dered in a committee. TJiis, my Lords, I admit to be in other cases 
a just and reasonable demand, and will icadily allow that the pro- 
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posal not only of a considerable number, but even of any single 
Lord, ought to be fully examined, and regulaily debated, according 
to the usual forms of this As,scmhly. But in tlie pi’escnt case, my 
Lords, and in all cases like the present, this demand is im])ropcT, 
because it is useless 3 and it is useless, because we can do now, all 
that we can do hereafter m a committee. For the bill before us is ' 
a money bill, which, according to the present opinion of the Com- 
mons, we have no right to amend; and wliich therefore we have 
no need" of considering in a committee, since the event of all our 
deliberations must be, that wo are cither to reject or pass it in its 
present state. For I sujipose no Lord will think this a proper time 
to enter into a conti’oversy with the Commons for the revival of 
those privileges to which I believe wc have a right, and such a 
controversy the least attempt to amend a money bill will certainly 
produce. 

To desire therefore, my Lords, that this bill may be considered 
in a committee, is only to desire that it may gain one step without 
opposition ; that it may proceed through the forms of the House 
by stealth, and that the consideration of it may be delayed till the 
exigences of the government shall be so great', as not to allow time 
for raising the. supplies by any other method. 

By tliis artifice, gross as it is, the patrons of this wonderful bill 
hope to obstruct a plain and open detection of its tendency. They 
' hope, my Lords, that the bill shall operate in the’ same manner with 
the liquor which it is intended to bring into more geneinl use ; 
and that as those that drink spirits arc drunk before they are ^Yell 
aw’are that they arc drinking, the effects of this law shall be per* 
qeived before we know that wc have made it. Their intent is to 
give us a dram of policy which is to be sw'allowed before it is 
tasted, and which, when once it is swallowed, w’ill turn oiir lieads. 

But, my Lords, I hope -wc shall be so cautious as . to examine the 
draught which these state-hmpiricks have thought proper to offer 
US ; and t am confident that a very little examination will convince 
us of the pernicious qualities of their new prepai’ation, and show 
that it can have no other effect than that of poisoning the publick. 

The law before us, my Lords, seems to be the effect of that prac- 
tice of which it is intended likewise to be the cause, and to be diCr 
tated by, the, liquor of which it so effectually promotes the use ; for 
surely it never before was conceived by any man intrusted. with the 
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feilministration of pubHck aSaiTS^ to roLc taxes by the destruction 
of the people. 

Nothing’, my Lords, but the destruction of all the most laborious 
and useful part of the nation can be expected, from the licence 
tvhich is now proposed to be giTcn not only to drunkenness, but to 
drunkenness of the most detestable and dangerous kind, to the 
abuse not only of Intoxicating, but of i>oisonous liquoi^. 

Nothing, my Lords, is moi’c absmA than to assert, that the Use 
of spirits will be hindered by the bill now before lU!, or indeed tliat 
it will not be in a >crj’ great degree proinoted by it. For what jiro- 
duecs all kind of wicketlncss, but the proqiect of impunity on one 
part, t>Y the ioWeittAaon of oppotlumty ontV»eotV»« •, cif tbicsc. 
have too frequently been sufRcicnt to overpower the sense of moral- 
ity, and even of religion j and what is not to be feared from them, 
when they shall unite tlieir force, and operate togclhcrj when 
temptations shall be increasctl, and terror taken away? 

It is allowed by those who have hitherto disputed on either side 
of this question, that the people appear obstinately enamoured Of 
tins new liquor j It is allow cd on botli parts, that this llquov qomipts 
the mind, enen-ates the body, and destrOj-s 'Igourand virtue at the 
same time j that it makes those who drink it too idle and too feeble 
forwoikj and, while it Impoverislics them by the present* expcnccj 
disables them from rctrictiog its ill consequenees by subsequent 
industry. 

It might be imagined, my Lords, (bat those who had thus far 
agreed, would not easily find any occasion of dispute j nor would 
any man, unacquainted with tlie mothes by which senatoiial de- 
bates are too often influenced, suspect that after the pernicious qua- 
lities of this liquor, and the general inclination among the people 
to the immoderate use of it, had been gencmlly admitted, it could, 
be afterwaids enquired, wlietlicr it ought to be made more common, 
whether this universal thirst for poison ought to be encouraged by 
the legislature, and W’hether a new statute ought to he madi to se* 
cure drunkai’ds in the gratification of their appetites. 

To pretend, my Lords, that the design of this bill is to prevent 
or diminish the use of spirits, is to trample Upon common sense; and 
to violate the rules of decency as well as of reason. For When did 
any man hear, that a commodity was prohibited by licensing its 
sale? or that to offer and refuse is the same action? . 



.376 , ; DEBATE ON Feb. 2L 

ft 

Itis indeed pleadeclj that it will be . made dearer by the tax' whieh 
is proposed, and that the increase of the ])ricc will diminish the 
numbers of the purchasers j but it is at the same time expected, 
that this tax shall supply the expence of a war on the cont inent : it 
is asserted therefore, that the consumption of spirits will be liinder- 
eid, and yet that it will be such as may be expected to furnish, ‘from 
a very sma.ll tax, a revenue suflicicnt for the support of armies, for 
the re-establishment of the Austrian family, and the rejiression of 
the attempts of France. ' 

Surely, my Lords, these expectations me not very consistent, 
nor can it be imagined that they are both formed in the same head, 
though they may be expressed by the same mouth. It is however 
some recommendation of a statesman, when of his assertions one 
can be found reasonable or true 5 and this praise cannot be de- 
nied to our present ministers, for though it is uudoubtedly false, 
that this tax will lessen the consumption of'spivils, it is certainly 
true, that it will produce a very large revenue, a revenue that will 
not fail but with the people from whose debauehcries it arises.- 
, Our ministers w'ill therefore have the same honour with their ])re- 
decessors, of having given rise to a new fund, not indecd for the 
payment of our debts, but for much more valuable purposes, for the 
exaltation of our hearts under oppression, for the elevation of our 
spirits amidst miscarriages and disappointments, and for the cheer- 
ful support of those debts which wc have lost hopes of paying. 
They are resolved, my Lords, that the nation, wdiich nothing can 
jnahe wise, shall, while they are at its head, at least be merry 3 
and since publiek happiness is the end of government, they seem to 
imagine that they shall deserve applause by an expedient which wall 
enable every man to lay his cares asleep, to drown sorrow, and 
lose in the delights of drunkenness both the publiek miseries and 
his own. • 

Surelj", my Lords, men of this unbounded benevolence, and this 
exalted genius, deserve such honours as were never paid before 3 
they deserve to bestride ahutt upon every sign-post in the metropo- 
lis, or to have their countenances, exhibited as tokens where this li- 
quor is to be sold by the licence which they have proc\ired. They 
must be. at least remembered to future ages, as the happy politi- 
cians ^yho, after all expedients for raising taxes had been employed, 
discovered a ne^y method of draining the last reliques of the publiek 
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wealth, aTid added a' new re\enue to^the government; nor will 
tho-e, who shall hereafter enumerate the several funds now esta- 
blished among us, forget among the benefactors to their country, 
the illustrious authors of the drinking fund. 

May 1 be allowed, my Lords, to congratulate my countrymen 
and fellow-subjects upon the happy times which arc now approach- 
ing, in which no man will be disqualificH for the prUdlege of being 
drunk, when all discontent and duloyalty 'shall be forgotten, and the 
people, though now consideied by the ministry as their enemies, 
^ shall acknowledge the lenity of^tliat government, under which all 
restraints are taken auay. 

But to a bill for such desirable purposes, it would be proper, my 
Lords, to prefiv a preamble, in which the kindness of our intentions 
should be more fully explained, that the nation may not mistake our 
indulgence for ciuelty, nor consider their benefactors as their per- 
secutors If therefoie this bill be considered and amended, (for why 
else should it be considered!) in a committee, I shall humbly pro- 
pnse> that it shall be introduced in this manner; Wheieas the 
designs of the present lulnUtry, whatevci they are, cannot be ex<9- 
cuted without a great number of mercenaries, which mercenaries 
cannot be hired w’ithout money; and wheieas the present disposi- 
tion of this nation to drunkenness inclines us to believe, that they 
W’lll pay more cheerfully for the undisturbed eryoyment of distilled 
liquors, than for any other concession that can be made by the go- 
vernment, be it enacted, by the King’sroost excellent majesty," that 
no man shall hereafter be denied the right of being drunk on the 
following conditions.’’ » . - - 

Thi«; my Lords, to trifle no longer, is the proper preamble to this 
bill, which contains only the conditions on which the people of this 
kingdom are to lie allowed henceforward to riot in debauchery, in 
debaucbeiy licensed by law, and countenanced by the magistrates ; 
for there is no doubt but those on whom the imentoi's of (his tax 
shall confer aiilhority, will be directed to assist their masters In 
their design to encaurage (he consumption of that liquor from 
which sucli largo re; enues arccxpcctetl, and to multiply without end 
those licences wliich .are to p.xy a yearly tribute to the Crown, 

By this unboundwl licence, my I/irds, that price w ill be lessened,- 
from the increase of which the expectations of the efficacy of this 
law are pretendcilj for the number of retailers will lessen the v'alue 
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as inall other casesjand lessen it more tl)an this tax v.dll increase it. 
Besides, it is to be eonsidered, that at present the retailer expects to 
be paid-for the danger which he incur.} by an \inlrnvful trade, and 
will not tnist his reputation or hi.s pur.se lo the mercy of hi.*? custom- 
er, without a profit proportioned to the ha.E.ard ; but when once tlic 
resti'aint shall be talccn away, he will sell for common gain ; and it 
can hardly he imagined, tiial at prc.sent he cnhjccts himself to infor- 
mations and jjcnaltics for lc;.ss than .'^ixpencf* a gallon. 

The specious pretence, on which thi.s I>ill is fonnded, and indeed 
(he only pretence that descrve.s to he termed specious, is the pro- 
priety of taxing vice; but this maxim of government has on thi.s 
occasion been either mistaken or perverted. Vice, my T..ord.s, is 
not properly to he taxed, but snppve.-.scd ; ami heavy taxe.s are .some- 
times the only means by which that suppvc.ssion can he attained. 
Luxury, my Lords, or the cxces.s of that wliich is pernicious only 
by its excess, may very properly he taxed, (hat such excess, though 
not strictly unlawful, may be made more difficult. 33 ut the use of 
these things which arc simply hurtful, hurtful in (heir own nature 
and in every degree, is to he prohibited. None, my Lords, ever 
heard in any nation of a tax upon theft or adultery, berause a (ax 
implies a licence granted for the use of that which is taxed, to all 
'%vho shall be willing to pay it. 

Drunkenness> my Lords, is universally and in all circumstances 
an evil, and therefore ought not to be taxed but punished 5 and the 
means of it not to be made easy by a slight impost which none can 
feel, but to he removed out of the reach of the people, and secured 
by the heaviest taxes levied with the utmost rigour. I hope those, 
to whose care the religion of the nation is particularly consigned, 
will unanimously join with me in maintaining the ncccs.sity, not of 
taxing vice, but suppressing it 3 and unite for the rejection of a bill, 
by which the future as W'ell as present happiness of thousands must 
be destro5’^ed. . ’ 

Lord Lonsdale spoke as follows -My Lords, the bill now hc- 
fbre us has, from its first appearance in tho.othcr House, seemed to 
me of such importance as to deserve the greatest attention, and to 
demand the most diligent enquiry 5 andl have tliercfore considered' 
it wdth uncommon care, and pursued all those enquiries from which 
^ could .expect any assistance for discovering its tendency and its’- 
conseq^uenccs, with the nicest and most anxious vigilance. 
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That XU}’ attention and diligence may not wholly terminate in the 
gratification of idle and useless curiosity, it is proper to inform your 
Lordsliips of their result ; by which I hope to convince you, as I am 
myself convinced, that this bill cannot become a law, without en- 
dangering the Ihes of thousands, without dispersing diseases oxer 
the nation, or without multiplying crimes beyond the possibility of 
restraint or punishment ; that it xvill fill the-Iand with confusion 
for a time, by infatuating the people, and afterwards lay it desolate 
by destroying them. ' ‘ 

All my enquiries, my Lords, have had one constant and uniform 
effect. . On wjiat side soever I have turned my speculations, I have 
found new arguments against this bill, and have discovered new mis- 
chiefs comprised initj mischiefs which, however some may endea- 
‘ vour to overlook them, and others to despise them, xvill be found in 
a short time too general to be concealed, and too formidable to be 
neglected. 

The first consideration, in which the necessity of deliberating on 
this jsU! engaged me, related to the quality of the liquors which are 
mentioned in it. With regard to this question, my Lords, there waS 
no possibility of long suspense } for the pernicious effects of spirits 
were confessed equally by all those who countenanced and opposed 
tliia new project j nor could any man take a survey of this city with- 
out meeting in his-way such objects as might make all farther en- 
quiry suijorfluons. The idleness, the insolence, the debauchery of 
the common people, and their natural and certain consequences, 
poverty, 'diseases, misery', and wickedness, are to be observed xvith- 
out any intention of indulging Such disagi’eeable speculations! in 
cveiy part of this'grcat metropolis, whoever shall pass along the 
streets, will find wretches stretched upon the pavement, insensible^ 
and motionless, and only removed by the charity of passengers from 
the danger of being crushed by caniagcs, or trampled by horses, or 
strangled with filth in the common sewers; and, others less helpless 
perhaps, but more dangcrtnis, who liave drank too much to fear pui 
nishment, but not enough to binder them from provoking it; who 
think themselves, in the elevation of drunkenness, entitled to treat 
all those w ith contempt whom their dress distinguishes from them,* 
and to resent every injury which in the heat of their imaginatiort 
they suppose tlxcmselves to suffer, with the utmost rage of resent- 
ment, violence of rudeness, and scurrility of tongue. ,1 
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. No' man can pass a single Four in publick places without meeting 
such objects, or heaving such expvc.ssions as disgrace human nature j 
such as cannot be looked upon without horror, or heard without in- 
dignation, and which there is however ho possibility of removing or 

preventing, whilst this baleful liquor is publickly sold. 

But the visible and obvious efteets of those pernicious draughts, 
however oiFensive or inconvenient, are yet much le.ss to be dreaded 
than their- more slo^v and secret operations. That excess of distilled > 
spirits inflames the poor to insolence and fury 3 that it exposes them 
either to hurt by making them insensible of dtinger, or to punish- 
ment by making them fearless of authority, is not to be reckoned 
the most fatal consequence of their use 3 for these effects, though 
their frequency makes it necessary to suppi'ess them, with regard to 
each individual arc of no long duration 3 the understanding is ‘in a 
short time recovered after a single debauch, and the diainkard may 
return to his employment. 

But though the pleasures of drunkenness are quickly at an end, 
its pains are of longer continuance. These liquors not only infa- 
tuate the mind, but poison the body3 nor do they produce only mo- 
mentary fury, but incurable debility and lingering diseases 3 they 
not only fill bur streets with madmen, and our jmisons with crimi- 
nals, but our hospitals with cripples. Those who have for a time 
infested the publick walks with their insults, quickly disturb them 
with-their lamentations, and arc soon reduced from bullies to beg- 
gars, and obliged to solicit alms fi'om those they used to threaten 
and insult, 

; Nor does the use of spirits, my Lords, only impoverish the pub- 
lick,- by’ lessening the number of Useful and laboiious bands, but 
by cutting off those recruits by which its natural and inevitable 
losses are to be supplied. The use of distilled liquors impau-s the 
fecundity of the human race, and hinders that increase which Pro- 
vidence has ordained for the support of the world. Those women 
who riot in this poisonous debauchery are quickly disabled froin bear- 
ing children, by bringing on themselves in a short time all the in- 
firmities' and weaknesses of age 3 or, what is yet more destructwe 
to general happiness, produce children diseased from their birth by 
the vices of their parents, children whose blood is tainted with in- 
veterate .and accumulated maladies, for which no cure can be ex- 
pected 3 and who therefore are an additional burden to the cominu- 
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nity, and must be supported tlirou^h a ml'erable life by that labour 
which they cannot share, and must be protected by that community, 
of which thej cannot contribute to the defence. 

Thus, my lords, is the great source of power and wealth dried 
up, the numbers of the people ate ctery day diminishetl, and by con- 
sequence our armies must be ■ucahened, our trade abandoned, and 
our lands uncultivated. To diminish the people nfanj mation is the 
most atrocious political crime that it is possible to commit j for it 
tends not to ciislarc or impovci ish, hut to annihihte j rot to niakc 
a nation miserable, but to make it no longer a nation. 

Such, my Lords, arc the cficcLs of distilled liquors > effects of 
nldeh I irould not have shocked jow with the enumeration, had it 
not been with a design of picventingthem ; ami surely no man will 
be charged \rith so trivial an offence as negligence of delicacy, when 
he 1% pleading, not fur the honour or the life of a single roan, but 
for the peace of the present age, the health of posterity, and the 
existence of the BritUh people. 

After having examined the nature of these liquors, it is natural to 
enquire, how much they are in u«ej whether marjkiod appear to 
know their quality, and avoid and detest them like other poisons j 
or whether they are considcreil as inofiensive, and dmnl; like other 
liquors to raise the spirits, or to gladden the heart j whether they 
make part of social entertainments, and whether they arc handed 
round at publick tables, without any suspicion of their fatal come- 
quences. • ' 

It is w'ell known, my lyjnls, that these liquors have not been long 
in use among the common people. Spirits were at first only import- 
ed from foreign countries, and were by consequence too dear for the 
luxuries of the vulgar. In time it was discovered, that it was prac-' 
ticab’e to draw' from grain, ami otherproducts of our owm soil, such 
liquors as, though not equally pleasing to elegant palates wiilv those 
of other nations, resembled them at least in their inebriating qua-, 
lity, and might be aiTonled at an easy rate, and consequent!}' gene- 
rally purchased. , 

This discover)', my Lords, gate rise to the new trade of dktiIJing,' 
which has been now for many years ciirried on in this nation, and of 
the progress of wliich, since the duties were laid upon its produce, 
an exact account may be eauily obtained, which I thought so neges-’- 
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sary in our deliberations on tliis bill, that I have procured it to bo 
drawn out. 

From this account', nay Lords, it will be discovered, what cannot 
be related without the utmost grief, that, there has prevailed for 
many years a kind of contagious infatuation among the common 
people, , by which they have been incited to poison themselves and 
their children wdth distilled spirits; they have forsaken those liquors 
which in former times enlivened their conversatioa and exalted 
their memment, and instead of ale and beer, rioted of late in dis- 
tilled spirits. 

The amazing increase of the consumption of spirits for the last 
ten yeai's, is a proof too evident of the prevalence of this deslnic- 
tive species of diunkenness ; and I shall therefore, without troubling 
your Lordships with earlier accounts, only mention in round num- 
bers, the vast quantities for which tlie duty has been paid for a feW 
years in that period,' In the year 1733, the number of gallons dis- 
tilled v/as three- millions and nine hundred thousand, which in 
1735 was increased to five millions and three hundred thousand: 
soon afterwards -the latv was made which w'c are now persuaded to 
repeal, by the execution of which, however feeble and irresolute, 
the number was reduced in the first year aftenvards to three mil- 
lions, and might perhaps by steady pei-sevcmncc have been every 
year lessened ; but in a short time tlic people prevailed in the con- 
test with the legislators, they intimidated information, and wearied 
prosecution; and were at length allowed to indulge themselves 
in the enjoyment of their favomile vice without any farther 
molestation. 

The effects of this indulgence, my Lords, have been very remark- 

- 1 

able; nor can it be denied, that the government betrayed great 
vvealoiess in suffering the law’s to be over-ruled by drunkenness, 
and the meanest and most profligate of the people to Set the sta-. 
tutes at defiance; for the vice -which had been so feebly opposed 
spread wider and wider, and every 3 'ear added regularly another 
million of gallons to the quantity of spirits distilled, till in the 
last year they arose to seven millions and one hundred thousand 
gallons. ' - • > . 

' Such, my Lords, is at present the state of the nation: twelvfe. 
millions of gallons of these poisonous liquors are every year swal-^: 
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lowed by the inhabltants'of Uiu kingdom; and this quantity, enor- 
mous as it is, will jjfobably cn'cry year increase, till tho number of 
the people shall be sensibly diminislwxl by tlie diseases which it must 
produce ; nor sliall we find any decay of llib pemicim^s trade, but 
by the general mortalily that will oiersprcnd the kingdom. ‘ 

At least if this slcc should lie suppresscil, it must be suppressed 
by some sui>ernalural interposition of Pros idence j for nothing is 
nlore absurd than to imagine, tliat the bill now before us'can pro- 
duce any such elTect. For what, my I-ords, encourages any man to 
a crime but security from punishment, or what tempts him to tlic 
commission of it but frequent opportunity? We ore howercrnlxiut 
to reform the practice of drinking spirits, by making spirits more 
easy to be procured; we are about to hinder them from being 
bought, by cxetopliog the vernier from all fear of punishment. 

It has indeed been asserted, that the tax now to be hid upon 
these liquors will have such wonderful cfTccls, tliat those who arc 
at present drunk twice a day, will not be Usneefoi-ward able to com- 
mit the same crime twice a week; on assertion which I could not 
hedr witliout wondering at the new discoveries which ministerial 
iagacity. can sometimes make. 

In deliberations on a subject of such importance, my Lords, no 
man ought to content himself with conjecture, where certainty may, 
at whatsoever expence of labour, be attained j nor ought any man 
to neglect a careful and attentive examination of his notions before 
he ofiera them in publick consultations; for if they were erroneous 
(and no man can. be certain that he is in the right, who lias never 
brought Ilia ovrn opinions (o the test of cnquiiy), he exposes himself 
to be detected in ignorance or tcmcjity, and to that contempt 
which such detection naturally and justly produces j or if ?iis 
audience submit their reason to his authority, and neglect to ex- 
amine his assertions, in confidence that he has suincicntly examined 
them himself, he may snfler what to an honest mind must be far 
more painful than any personal ignominy, he may languish under 
the consciousness of having influenced the publick counsels hy false 
declarations,' and having by his negligence betrayed his country to 
calamities whidi a Closer attimtion might have enabled him to have 
foreseen. . - 

Whether the noble Lxjrd, who alleged the certainty of reforma- 
tion wldch this bill wUl produce, ever examined hW mvn opinion, I 
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icnow not 5 but think it necessary at least to consider it more par- 
ticularly, to supply that proof of it which, if it. he true, lie neglected 
to produce, or to show, if it be found false, how little confident 
assertions are to be regarded. 

■ Between twice a day, and twice a Avcck, the noble Lord will not 
deny the proportion to be as seven to one ; and therefore to prevent 
drunkenness in the degree which he persuades us to c>:pect, the 
price of the liquor must be raised in the same proportion ; but the 
duty laid upon the gallon will not increase the price a fifth part, 
even though it should not he eluded by distilling liquors of an c.^- 
traordinavv strength y one fifth part of the jiricc is therefore, in his 
Lordship’s estimate,: equal to the whole jnice seven times multiplied. 
Such are the arguments which have been produced in favour of 
this bill and sucli is the diligence with which the publick happi- 
ness is promoted by those who have hopes of being enriched by 
publick' calamities. 

As the tax will not make a fiftii part of the price, and even that 
may be in some measui'c evaded, the duty paid for licences scarcely 
' deserves consideration j for it is not intended to hinder retailens, but 
to make them useful in some degree to the ministry, by paying a 
j'early tax for the licence of poisoning. 

. It is therefore apparent, upon the noble Lord's supposition that 
the price of the liquor will be mised in consequence of this tax, 
that no man can be hindered from more than a fifth part of his usual 
debauchery, which however would be some advantage to the publick ; 
but even this small advantagelcannot be expected. from the bill, be- 
cause one part will obstruct the benefits that rhight be hoped from 
another. - . ; 

-The duty upon liquors, however inconsiderable, will be necessarily 
an augmentation of the price to the first buyer, but probably that 
augmentation will be very little felt by the consumer; For, my 
Lords, it must be considered, that many circumstances concur to 
constitute the price of any commodity ; the price of what is in it- 
self cheap, may be raised by the art or the condition of those that 
sell it j what is engrossed by a few hands, is sold dearer than when' 

■ the same quantity is dispersed in many ; and what is sold in seen-/ 
rity, and under the protection of the law, is cheaper than that 
which exposes the vender to prosecutions and penalties. 

At present, my Lords, distillqd spirits are^sold iji opposition to the: 
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laws of the kingdom 5 nnd therefore it is reasomble, os ha-J been 
before observcth to bclioc that an cxtmoi’dio^rj* profit is expected, 
because nt> man will incur clanger without achantage. It is at pre- 
sent retailed Jbr the greatest part by indigent persons, who cannot 
be supposed to buy it in large quantities, and consequently not at 
the cheapest ratej and who must of necessity gain a large profit, 
because they arc to subsist upon a scry small stock. 

These causes conairring, may be easily imagined to raise the 
price more than 0 fifth part oborc the profit which is expected in 
other traffick j but when this bilj sliall become a law, the necessity 
of laige profit svill no longer subsist: for there will then be no 
danger in. retailing spiclts, and they will be chiefly sold in houses 
by persoris who can afford to purchase them in great quantities, 
who can be trusted by tlie distiller, for usual time allow cd in 
other trades j and who therefore maj sell them without any exor- 
bitant adrantage. 

* Besides, my Lords, it is reasonable to imagine, tliat the present 
profit to the retailer is very great, since, like that which arises from 
the clandestine exportation of wool, it is sufficient to tempt multi- 
tudes to a breach of the law, a contempt of penalties, and a defiance 
of the magistrates j and it may be therefore imagined, that there is 
room for a considerable abatement of the price, which may subtract 
much more than is added by this new duty. 

This deduction from the price, my Ixirds, will probably be soon 
produced by the emulation of retailers, w ho, w hen the trade becomes 
safe andpublick, will 6 ndea\our to attract bujers by low rates j for 
xvhat the noble Lord, whose ingenious assertion I am now opposing, 
has declared with respect to traders, that for a tax of a penny upon 
any commodity, tlicy oblige the consumers to advance two-pence, 
is not universally true : and I believe it is as likely, tint the people 
will insist uiwn having the same liquor at the usual price, without 
regard to the tax, as that the venders will be able to raise their price 
in an unreasonable proportion. Tlie obstinacy of the people with 
regard to this liquor, my Lords, has already appeared 5 and I am 
inclined to believe, that they who have confessedly conquered the 
legislature, will not suffer themselves to be overcome in the same 
cause by the avarice of alehouse-keepers. 

I am therefore confident, my Lords, that this bill will produce no 
beneficial efiects even in this city ; and that in tlie country, whcie 
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the sale of spirits was hindered by the late laWj or where at least it 
might have been hindered in a great measure, it will propagate^ 
wickedness and debauchery in a degree never yet known ; tlie tor- 
rent of licentiousness will break at once upon it, and a sudden free- 
dom from restraint will produce a wanton enjoyment of privileges 
which had never been thought so valuable, had they never been 
taken away, Tims, while the crowds of the capital are every day 
thinned by the licensed distributors of poison, the countiy, which 
is to be considered as the nurseiy in which the human species is 
chiefly propagated, will be made ban*en ; and that race of men will 
be intercepted, which is to defend the liberty of the neighbouring 
nations in the next age, which is to extend our commerce to other 
kingdoms, or repel the encroachments of future usurpation. 

The bill, my Lords, will therefore produce none of the advan- 
tages which those who promote it have had the confidence to pro- 
mise the publick. But let us now examine, whether they have not 
been more sagacious in securing the benefiis wliieh they expect 
from it themselves. 

That one of the intentions of it is to raise a sum to supply the 
present exigencies of the government is not denied ; that this is tlie 
only intention is generally believed, and believed upon the strongest 
reasons; for it is the onlyeflicct which it can possibly produce; and 
to this end it is calculated with all the skill of men, long versed in 
the laudable art of contriving taxes and of raising money, 

I have already shown to your Lordships, that seven millions of 
gallons of spirits are annually distilled in this kingdom ; tlxis con- 
sumption, at the small duty of six-pence a gallon, now to be imposed, 
will produce a yearly revenue of 175,000h and the tax upon li- 
cences may be rated at a very large sum ; so tliat there is a fund 
sufficient, I hope, for the expences which a land ^va^ is to bring 
upon us. 

But we nre not to forget, my Lords, that this is .only the produce 
of the first year, and that the tax is likely tp afford evCry year a 
larger revenue. As the consumption of those liquors, imder its 
late discouragements, has advanced a million of gallons every year, 
it may be reasonably imagined/ that by the eountenanee of the le- 
gislature, and the protection of authority, it . will increase in a 
double' proportion; and that in ten years more, twenty millions 
will be distilled eveiy. year for the- destruction of the people. . 



337 


a: 1742 - 3 . SPiniTUOUS UQUOUS. . 

Thus far, itiy Lortls, the bchtmc of the appears prosper- 

ous 5 but nil i)ro«penly, at least nil llic prf»?i>crily of ai«honcsty, 
ni\Kt in time Inve nn end. The practice of inUing cannot be for 
ever continued, because it will hurrj' llic present generation to tlie 
grasc, and prevent the production of nnothcr: the revenue must 
cease nith the eonsmnpiion, and the consuTuptionmuslbc at an end 
when the consumers are dcstro)C(l. 

But' this", my Ixnls, cannot speedily hapi»en, nor have our mini- 
sters any dread of miseries uhich arc only to fall In distant times 
upon another generation. It U suflicicnl for (licm> if llictr exjw- 
dient can supply' those exigencies ttliich their counsels hare brought 
upon the publick j if they i>ay llicir court to the Crown with suc- 
cess, at wlralever disatlvantage to the jicoplc, and contintJe in jwvcr 
tiirUiey have enlarged their furluncs, and then ulthoutpunUluncnt 
retire to enjoy them. 

Hut I hope, my I-ords, that we shall act upon very dlficrenl prin- 
ciples ; tint we sliall examine the most dUtant consequences of our 
itsolutions, and consider ourselves, not as the agents of the Crown 
to levy taxes/ but as the guardians of the people to promote the 
jnsWick happiness > tlut we sliall olwaj’S remember, that l«\pplncss 
can be produced only by vlrtuci and that since this bill ctin tend 
only to the increase of debauchery, we slmll, without the formality 
of a commitment, ■ unanimously reject it with indignation and 
abhorrence. ' ' ' ■ 

• Lord Carteret sjiokc to tlic following cfTcet ‘.-—My LorvU, the 
bill now before us has been cxam'metl with the utmost acuteness, 
and opposed with all the arts of eloquence imdaigumentatlon} nor 
has any topick been forgotten timl could speciously be employed 
against it. It lias been rcprescntctl by some ns contrary to |)oliey,‘ 
and by others as opposite to religion} its consequences have been 
displayed with all the confidence of preiliction, and the motives 
upon wlucli it has been formed, declared to be such as, I Iiojjc, 
every man abliors wlvo projected or defends it. 

It has been asserted, that tWs bill owes its existence only to the 
necessity of raising taxes for the support of unnecessary troops, to 
be em'ployed’in useless and dangerous ctpcditioiis j and that those 
who defend it have no regard to the happiness or virtue of the 
people, nor any other design tlam to raise supplies, and gratify the 
ministfv. 


5 C 2 
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. In pui'suance of this scheme of argument, the consequences of this 
hill have been very artfully deduced, and very copiously explained j 
and it has been asserted, that by passing it we shall show ourselves 
the patrons of vice, the defenders of debauchery, and the promoters 
of drunkenness. ; , 

; It has been declared, that in consequence of this law, by which 
the use of distilled liquors is intended to be restrained, the retailers 
of them will be multiplied, 'and multiplied without end j till the 
corruption, which is already too extensive, is become general, and 
tlie nation is transformed into a herd of drunkards. 

With regard to the uses to which the money which shall arise 
from this tax is to be applied, though it has beenmore than once 
rnentioned in this debate, I. shall pass it over, as without any con- 
nection with the question before us.. . To confound different topiclcs, 
may be useful to those whose design is to impose upon the inatten- 
tion or weakness of their opponents, as they may be enabled by it 
to alter sometimes the state of the controversy, and to hide them falla- . 
cies in perplexity and confusion> but always to be avoided by those 
who endeavour to discover and to. establish truth>; who dispute not 
toconfoundbut.to convince, and who intend not to disturbs the 
publick deliberations but assist them, . . 

. I shall therefore, my Lords, only endeavour to show that the- 
consequence, of which some Lords express, and I believe with.sin- 
cerity, such di'eadful apprehensions, is not in reality, to ; be feared, 
from this’bill, that it will probably promote the purpose for which 
it is declared to be calculated, and that it will by no means produce 
that havock in the human species which seems to be suspectedj or: 
diffuse that corruption through the people which.has’been confi-; 
dently foretold. • ; .. i ! > , : , . 

, The present state, of this vice, my Lords, has been fully^explained' 
as well by those who oppose the -bill as by those who. defend it., 
“The use of distilled liquors is now prohibited by a penal law, but.the, 
execution of this law>. as of ah' -others of the same kind, necessarily- 
supposes a regular information of the breach of it to be, laid before 
the magistrate. The people consider this law, however just or ne-. 
cessary, as an act-of the most tyrannical cruelty, which , ought-to be. 
opposed with the utmost steadiness and vigour, ^ as an insupportable 
hardsliip from -which they ought at any rate to set themselves free. 

They have determined, therefore, hot to be governed by this law, : 



A. 1742-3. SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 389 

and ha^ e consequcntljr endeavoured to hinder its execution ; and so 
vigorous have been Oieir cfibrls, that they have at last prevailed. 
At first they only opposed it by their perseverance and obstinacy, 
they resolved to persist in the practice of retailing liquors without 
regard to the penalties which they might incur by itj and tlicrefore 
as one was put to prison, his place was immediately supplied by 
another; and £0 frequent were the Informations and so fruitless the 
pehalties, that the chief magistrate of the metropolis Lamented pub- 
Rckly in the other House, the’unplcasing necessity to winch he 
was subjected by that law, of fining and imprisoning without end,-. 
and without hopps of procuring the reformation that w.^s Intended. 

Thus they proceeded for some time, and appeared to hope that 
the magistrates would after a while connive at a practice, vvhicli tliey 
should find no degree of severity sufliclcnt to suppress ; that they 
would sink under the fatigue of punbhtng to no purpose, tiiat tliey 
would by degrees relax their vigiLince, and leave the people in 
quiet possession of ttiat felicity tvliich they appeared to rate at so 
high a price; 

At leagtli, my Lords, instead of wcaiying the m.iglstratC3, they 
grew weary themselves, and determined no longer to bear persecu- 
tion for their enjoyments, hut to resist tliat law w)uch they could 
not evade, and to'vvliich they would not submit. • They therefore 
determined to mark out all those who by their informations pro- 
moted its execution, as publick enemies, as wj-ctchcs who, for the 
sake of a reward, carried on a trade of pcijury and persecution, and 
wlio harassed their innocent neighbours only for carrying on a law- 
ful emplo}-ment for supplying the wants of the |)oor, relieving the 
weariness of the labourer, administering solace to the dejected, and 
cordials to the sick. ; 

The word was therefore given that no informer should be spared; 
and when an offender was summoned by the civil ofiicers, crowds 
watched at the door of the magistrate to rescue the prisoner, and 
to discover and seize the witness upon whose testimony he was con- 
victed; and unfortunate was the wretch who, with the imputation 
of this crime upon Iiiro; fell into their liands ; it is well remembered 
by every man who at that time was conversant in this city, with 
what outcries of vengeance an infonner was pursued in the publick 
streets, and in the open day; withvvliat exclamations of triumph 
he was seized, and with what rage of cruelty he was tormented, 
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One instance of tlieir fury I very particularly remcinbcr. As a man 
was passing along the streets^ tlie alaim was given that he was an 
informer against the retailers of spirituous liquors, the populace 
were immediately gathered as in a time of common danger, and 
united in the pursuit as of a beast, of prey, wbicli it was criminal 
not to destroy j: the man discovered, either by consciousness or in- 
telligence, his danger, and fled for his life with the utmost precipi- 
' tatiori j but no housclieeper durst afford him shelter, the ciy in- 
creased upon him on all hands, and the populace rolled on after him 
with a torrent not to be resisted j and he was upon the point of be- 
ing oveifaken, arid like some others destroyed, when one of the 
greatest persons in the nation, hearing the tumult, and enquiring 
the reason, opened his doors to the distressed fugitive, and sheltered 
him from a cruel death. 

Soon afterwards there was a slop put to all information ; no man 
dared afterwards, for the sake of a reward, expose himself to the 
fury of the people, and, the use of these destructive liquors w’as no 
longer obstructed^ How much the practice of this kind of debauch- 
ery prevailed, after this short restmint, and how mucl) the consump- 
tion of these destructive liquors has increased> the noble Lord who 
spoke last has very accurately informed us, nor can any argument 
be offered for the present bill more strong than that which his com- 
putations have already furnished, 

For,df it appears, my Lords,* and it cannot be doubted after such 
authentick testimonies, that seven millions of gallons of spiiits arc 
every year consumed in this kingdom, and that of these far the 
greatest quantity is wasted in the most flagitious and destructive 
debauchery; it is surely at length necessary to consider by what 
means this consumption, which cannot be slopped, may be lessen- 
ed, and this vice obstructed, which cannot be reformed. 

By opening a sufficient number of licensed shops, the number of 
unlicensed retailers will be necessarily lessenedj and by raising the 
price of the liquor, the quantity which the poor drink, must witli 
equal certainty be diminished ; and as' it cannot be imagined that 
the number of those who will pay annually for licences, can be equal 
to that of the petty traders, who now dispose of spirits in 061101*3 and 
in the. streets ; it is reasonable to believe that ririce there will be 
fewer sellers, less will be sold. 

Sortie Lords have indeed declared their suspicion, that the' num- 
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bcr of Ucrn'iCtl trjR be mkH m wiH cftibncrf llic hfaUh of tJv; 
jxrople, and th« pocc of tlw ctKo n Kitmtalth j mA one hxi %o for in- 
tlutgiM his Imagiiuttoni os to dccUrc tliil he npcci' fiflcen him- 
drcJ »hopi to !< Kt open for the wlc of fpirit#. In n «liort lime 
after the pijJilicatlon of thli Uo*. 

If It be amwTred, l!al no ypirfu can l)e wU Uit by iIkvc w!)o 
K rqi a hotj‘c of puWicV rntmalnmenl )>y a Virence from the ju»- 
licTJ of the peace, the opponent* of the \n\\ hare a rr^dyrrady, llwl 
the jmijce* will Lake all oppottnnUie* to prorantc the Inertw of 
the rcrenue, and will ahrav-* gtanl a Ikmcc when It li clentandetl. 
\riiIioul rrganl to llie mhehlefi il;at may ari«o from ll»c Incrtate i»f 
tl>c retreat* of Idlcnecj and reeejrtacle* of ttcci nnti tint IlKTefurr 
to allotv jusliew to grant licrnect fnr the rtta:! of ony comni/xlily 
upon which a tax I* laid, to |»ermlt the >a5e of ilwltlxnst limit*. 

Rot, my Ijord*, llm nTg\imtnl will vanl'h, wl»en U I' fertvsKl-ml 
tliat those jiutleej to whom the law commit* the •uj»rrintfnd<mcy 
of inthllek hou»e*, are roperlnlrwlet! iheniwltr* !jy men w 1 k» deritc 
their nnthority from a higher |iowtt, ntid wIktc cniMirr^ an* more 
formltlahle tlian jn<Hch1 penalties, 'flie contlucl of the jmlirr-, 
my Lonh, as of ctcry other penoo, lie* open to the olivnatlon of 
the reverend clergy, bywho^e counsels H U to lie Tegnhlcd. and hy 
whose admonitions It ought to be rcfomirrl) adinonUians which 
cannot be luppowd to be sviihout force frmn men to wlmm the 
great iirosicce of preaching virtor ond Inilli U comndtletl, nnd 
sthosc profcidon Is kj inuvh reverenced, tint reputation nnd Infamy 
arc generally In their penrer. 

Should the iustiecs, roy Lords, nbtuc their nuthorily, cither for 
the increase of the revenue, or any oUier pur^Ktie, what could they 
espeot but to be marked out on thenrat (byofptibllck worship for 
reproach and derision? Rlut could they liope but that Ihcir crimes 
should be dtspb}^^! in (he most odious stesv to their nrighbotipi, 
their children and their dependants; nnd flat nil Ihose from whom 
nature or interest teaches them to desire frienthhip, rtserence, or 
esteem, will bo taught to consider thetJs ns (lie slaves of jwwer and 
the agents of villainy, as the propagators of dcbaucheiy, and the 
enemies of mankind ? 

There is, therefore, my I.ronIs, rc.*ison to hope lliat the bill may 
be useful, because it will be hindered from being detrimental ; and 
as there is an absolute necessity of doh^g something, and no belter 
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method can at present be proposed, I think this ought not to he 
rejected. We have found hy cxpcnencc llnit tlic puhliclc is not to 
be refonned at once, and that the progress from corniplion to re- 
formation must be gradual j and as this bill enforces some degrciJs 
of amendment, it is at least more eligible than llie ])rcsent law, 
which , is wholly without cflcct, because no man will dare to put it 
in execution. 

Every man must be convinced by his own cx{)criencc of the dif- 
ficulty with which long habits arc surmounted. I myself sufler 
some indulgence which yet I c.annot prevail upon mysx’lf to forbear; 
this indulgence is the use of too much snuff, to which it is well 
known that many pereons of rank arc not less addicted ; aiul there- 
fore I do not wonder that the law is incfiectual, which is to encoun- 
ter with the habits and appetites of the ^vholc mass of the common 
people. 

For this reason, my T^rds, I cannot approve what has been re- 
commended in this debate, any new law that may put the enjoy- 
ment of this liquor yet farther from them, by facilitating pro.sccu- 
tions, or enforcing penalties, as I am convinced that the natural 
force of the people is superior to the law, and that their natural 
force will be exerted for the defence of their darling spirits, and the 
whole nation be shaken with universal sedition. 

It lias been objected by the noble Lord, that the tax now propos- 
ed is such as never was raised in any government, because, though 
luxury may confessedly be taxed, vice ought to be constantly suii- 
pressed ; and this, in his Lordship’s opinion, is a tax upon vice. 

His Lordship’s distinction between luxury and vice, between the 
use of things unlawftol, and the excess of things lawful, is undoubt- 
edly just, but by no means applicable on this occasion ; nor indeed 
has the noble Lord with all his art been able .to apply it ; for he w'as 
obliged to change the terms in his argument ; and, instead of call- 
ing this tax, a tax upon strong liquors, to stigmatise it with the 
odious appellation of a tax upon drunkenness. 

To call any thing what it really is not, and then to censure it, is 
very easy; too easy, my Lords, to be done with success. To con- 
fute the argument it is only necessary to observe, that this tax is 
not a tax upon drunkenness, but a:tax laid upon strong liquors for 
the prevention of drunkenness; and by consequenee, such as falls' 
within the' compass' of his own-.'definition. 
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'Dtsl U I» fv»! .1 tix Jntnnr onft'.! I*r br-nr*! fie-t Ih** in- 
»J^ri*ncc t)f tihrtn it l» infrr 5‘'1 1 '» fTf>rn»{ f.ifjiftnrj b, iisr 
rtif • fiJi'Vfrfl? H J'rv^rti'jn !o 

t’ifitvr.t ti-Ti-* fS itfr* an-l «wr ir^n tr.st «rf) fVfrr.tJj- 

IL'V' r»r jlrantm l<H Uniflut 1 Is- f v^'nH sr. ! tiir-.'v 

ml in 3.>»!W !o B-pn'. 

l.r nJ«*t triot f'^»r fb n'^TMlilr* f.f )> | stw! f irn^i 

ih’^TTiWr nr«!;'!ll^»! may !*■ ttn^rrl With !K<* l-'tJTyy: ITT^ :i- 

fly il*f Itivjry »'f tl>p i’>’r. 

11u», my aj-pr^rnl to Ij** iKr «*j-!nf'*n * f tb i?’'*'!-- t/in.1 

«ln*jv'Vr w f^nciiK tm ih'’ t'f tb t!<r« 

li*tcj of ihji t^jiinbn «•»» tl.T UnrTrM l‘»tU'l^ vl^rn l^t* i 
that r.trrititv ituH trt* t^nr Utv’^itai, aivl of lli’.» b’nn ir.u»t 
nm" man !»<• «hn 9 i?«frfo lx* 1 j>I Mj'<>n ihn*’ Ij’j'k*;* 

fu may at iinre ll f |•^r^r fhr uw* of j f ir A 

jirTjjy»‘3l r» wlrtith It.rtn «nf>mT-an , atH al! rn/aiamiit uf 

tldn:;* c.«T»'Af> U a tl'ptr cf Uiu::t. 

Ti> tax tliU Inujn, aaWtU i* il>f tty%*t tf all 

Otl.cT>. 1‘ R'tw ptxjf'i.'tlj t?»jl U h pojrt*(ftl In lat U ♦‘.nly in top. 
prr»* iJ, to •ui'jiTr'* «l I7 «ajrli ii<nt tir^rr^ ax nn} 1/c Uvfi^f l»j iljr 
atul 1 ft Ijtt w» lahjtary «1II mt ij»* ty-jw-xl *»nt) i;<» 
C3»‘<r it may fliTml lijf Rotrmmrnt a jur^rnt *x»p»Jy. 

TIjc J)ijl.e ofNf wcurtr Ihm tow «j>, an*l In Hr foll-nT- 
Inj; ofiVct My 1 am ofojtlnion l(at fl.luMjJtrxxmiMliaTc 
liwn mucU il»f>rtcr, h-ul n<*t the n«l»!r lxjr\U\%hn lia»t In U 

tufTriril thnn'cln-x In Iv bl away, riihfr 1>) tlirironn iral i>r tljc 
iral oT tVjf ir Trtnn \>.r t nic >t3tr ot ijurtlVn, tn 

1 jliall lal.e l)»c liberty nf rrctHiiijr tlmrattrnllon, tJiat Ihb {n)]«on« 
ant contmu-ny may liaip nt Imjjtli an rtui, 

Tlic jwinl, llie only Ilia! !♦, In my oj>:nlon, nmxr to l»c cnn« 
siflemi U lliW : T])>' jict»p!c of flii* nation Lave for imnc tijnp pne- 
tJw! a mwt p-mid'Hi* omt luatrful Utul of tUb.mcUrtyj apiimt 
• vUkU mrral law* Imp l>fpn alrmtly maile, wlnrli rajKnener Im 
fbowia to lx: >0 far wliliout rficft, that Ihp ilheirx’cr Ut* pray year 
incrcaJcJ nmon^ thrmj [wM/p thr I)uK( vat »pfii\htx$ Ihe UUhop 
ff Oxford itth!, tellhoul fnfm//on lo Ir orrrhfard, " Yp<, that li tho 
line state of (he ea<e/' upon trhhh the Duko ciAfrf irAe- 

Ihrr liU Lordship find antf ohjeftfon to make, vho flrtiiffri'rf (hoi he had 
tio design of interrupting hiiisf and he therefore procfcJed} A new 
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law therefore is pi-oposcd less severe intlcctl Ilian the former, but 
Avhicli it is hoped will be for that reason more cfTicucioiis ; this law 
having passed through the other House, is now in the common 
course of our procedure to he considered hy us in a coimnif tcc. 

We arc now, my Lords, therefore to rcsohe, whether a hill for 
the reformation of this flagrant vice deserves any farther dclihcra- 
tion, ^yhcthe^ we shall join with the other Ilnusc in their endea- 
vours to restore the ancient sobriety and virtue of the Biilish peo- 
ple, or, by an open disapprobation of their attempt, discourage 
them from prosecuting their design, and debar them from using the 
opportunities that succeeding years may afford, and the new lights 
which experience may supply for improving tliis cssny, however im- 
perfect, to a salutary and unexceptionable Jaw. 

The prelates whose laudable zeal for the promotion of virtue 
has prompted them to distinguish themselves on this occasion by an 
uncommon warmth of opposition, ought, as thej- appear fully sen- 
sible of the calamities which intemperance hi ings ujion manhind, 
to consider likewise the consequences of i-cfusing to examine in a 
committee a bill professedly drawn np to rcstiain intemj/cnincc. 
They ought to remember, that by rejecting this bill without a par- 
ticular examination of the several clauses wliich it contains, and 
without those particular objections which such examinations neces- 
sarily produce, we shall discover a contempt of the v.’isdoin or vir- 
tue of the other House, which may incline them in their turn to ob- 
struct the measures of the government, or at least to neglect that 
evil, however great, for the redress of which they have no reason to 
expect our concuiTcncc. 

Those whose particular province it is to inspect the lives of the 
people, to recal them from vice, and strengthen them in virtue, 
should certainly reflect on this occasion, that the safest inethod 
ought to he chosen ; and therefore that this bill ought to be i)ro- 
moted ; because, not to affinii too much, it is possible that it may 
produce some degree of reformation j and the worst that can he 
feared is, that, like the present law, it will be inefiectual j for the 
coiTUption and licentiousness of the people are already such, that 
nothing can increase them. 

The Bishop of Sarum then spoke, to the following pui^pose 
My Lords, 1 am so for from being convinced by the arguments of 
the nbble_Dul£e, that the bill now before us ought to be committed 



A. 1742-3. SPiniTUOUS LlQUOnS. 395 

without farther opposition, that, in tny opinion, nothing can be 
more unworthy of the lionour of this House, or more unsuitable to 
the character which tho'c who fit on this bench ought to desire, 
than to agree to anysotc, which may have the most dlstint appear- 
ance of approbation. 

That a hill drawn up for the reformation of manners, for the re- 
straint of a predominant and dcstnicthcsicc, for the promotion of 
virtue, and the enforcement of religion, miglit at least to be calmly 
tind particidarly considered, that the laudable endeasours of the 
Commons ought not to be discouraged by a precipitate and con- 
temptuous rejection of the measures sshlcb they base formcil for 
the attainment of a purjKJac so important, is indeed a specious and 
plausible method of persuasion j but, my Lords, it can affect only 
those who come to deliberate upon this bill without ha\ing 
read it. 

A scry slight and cursor)* pcnJ*al of the hill, my Lonls, will dis- 
sipate all the mists winch eloquence can rai«c ; It w ill show that the 
law now proposed can neither be useful nor IncfTcclual, but tint it 
must operate xety powerfully, though *in a manner bj* no means 
agreeable to Its title. 

Toprerent the cxccssirc use of any Hung, bynllowing It to be 
fold without restraint, is an expedient which the wisdom of no for- 
mer age cs cr discorcred ; it is indeed a fallacy too gross to be ad- 
mitted, e\cn by the most inconsiderate negligence, orlhc most con- 
temptuous stupidity, nor am I at all inclined to bclic\c that 
the Commons will impute the rejection of this bill to our disrcganl 
of virtue, or tliink that we have defeated any endeavours for the 
Buppression of wickedness. 

It has been affirmed, that though hy the bill the sale is permit- 
ted, it is permitted only, because it cannot be hindered ; and that 
the price is raised so high, that, though the lawful venders may be 
■mulUplicd, the number of the purchasers must be diminished. But 
even this argument, like all others that have )ct been advanced, is 
confuted by the bill itself, from wluch the tax now proposctl appears 
to be sUch as, when eulvdivided by the small measures in which re- 
tailers sell these liquors, will scarcely be perceived, and which, 
though it may enrich the government, will not impovcrislv the 
people, except by destroying Ihcir Ivealth, and enervating their 
limbs. ' . 
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The taxi my Lords, even supposing it paid without any method 
of evasion, is so low, that in a quarter of a pint, the quantity which 
the lower people usually demand at once, it docs not amount to any 
denomination of moneys and so small an addition will be cjisily 
overbalanced by the sale of a larger quantity than formerly; for it 
Cannot be doubted but the i)ract ice which ])rcvailcd inojiposition to 
the law, will grow yet more predominant by its encouragement; 
and that therefore the advantage of a large and quick sale will lessen 
the price more than so slight a tax can possibly increase it. 

The noble Duke has endeavoured to reduce us to didicultics, by 
urging, that since the corniption of the pcojdc cannot be greater, 
we ought willingly to agree to any law, of which the title declares 
that it is' intended to produce a reformation, because the worst t hat 
can befeared is, that it may be without effect. ' 

But, my Lords, such is the enormous absurdity of this bill, that 
no plea can be offered for it with the least appearance of reason ; 
and the greatest abilities, when they arc exetted in its defence, arc 
able only to show by fruitless efibrts that it eannot be vindicated. If 
the state of the nation be really such as has been supposed, if the 
most detestable and odious vice has overspread the kingdom to its 
utmostdimits, if the people are universally abandoned to drunken- 
ness, sloth and villain]', what can' be more absurd than to trifle with 
doubtful expeiiments, and to make laws which must be suspected of 
inefficacy ? In the diseases of the state, ;is in those of the body, 
the force of the remedy ought to be proportioned to the strength 
and danger of the disease ; and surely no political malady can be 
more formidable than the prevalence of wickedness, nor can any 
time require more firmness, vigilance, and activity, in the legislative 
power. • . - 

That the law, therefore, may be without effect, is, in the present 
state of corruption, if it has been truly represented, a sufficient rea- 
son for rejecting it, without allowing it to be committed ; because 
there is now no time for indulgence, or for delays : a nation uni- 
versally corrupt, must be speedily reformed, or speedily ruined. 
Those habits which have been confessed to be already too powerful 
for the laws now in being, may in a short time be absolutely irre- 
sistible ; .and that licentiousness which intimidates the officers of 
justice,, may in another^year insult the legislature. , 

But, my Lords, I am yet willing to hope that the noble Duke’s 



A- irJ2-3. SPIRITUOUS IJfiUOIlS. S07 

account of tl\c wickedness of thn people, was father a vhctorical ex- 
aggeration uttered in the anlour of dispute, than a strict assertion 
of facts; and am of ojiinion ttot,’though vice has indeed of late 
spread its contagion with great rapidity, there are jcl great num- 
bers uninfected, and cannot bclictc that our condition is such, as 
that notliing can make it more miserable. 

In many parts of the country, my Lords, these liquors liave not 
yet been much used, nor is it likely that those who Imc ncversold 
them, when the law allon-ed them, will an unnecessary trade, 
when it will expose tliem to penalties. But a new law in fai our of 
spirits will produce a general inclination, and a kind of emulation 
will incite every one to take a licence for the retail of this mew li- 
quor; and 60 eicry part of the kingdom will be equally debauclictl, 

' and no place will be without a vender of statutable jjoison^ The 
luxuiy of the vulgar, for luxury, in my opinion, it may very pro- 
perly be called, u ill still increase, and vices and diseases will increase 
with it. 

• There is at least one part of the nation yet untainted, a part whicli 
deserves tlio utmost care of the legislature, and which must be en- 
dangered by a law, like this before us. Tlie children, my Lords, to 
wliom the afljlrs of the present generation must be transferred, and 
by whom the nation must be continued,* arc surcly'no ignoble part 
of the publick. They arc j*ct innocent, and it is our province to 
take care that thcy.may In time be virtuous; we ought therefore to 
remove from before them tliosc examples that. may infect, and those 
temptations that may corrupt them. . ire ought to reform their pa- 
rents, lest they should imitate them; and to destroy those provoca- 
tives to vice, by tvluch the present generation has been intoxicated, 
lest they should With equal force operate upon the next. ' t 
.;Thereifi, therefore, no occasion, myXords, for any further de- 
liberation upon this bill 5 which,- if .tlic nation be yet in'anypart 
untainted, will infect it; and if it be universally corrupted, will 
have no .tendency to amend it j and .which \ve ought for tlicsc rea- 
sons to,j-eject, that our abhorrence of vice may be publickly knowm, 
and that no part Qf..the cabmities which wickedness must produce,' 
may be imputed to us. » 'i i „ .1 - - 1 s 

-LordDELAWAS then spoke to .the following effect : — My Lords, 
aa I am entirely of opinion _that amore accurate examination of this 
bill, will evince its usefulness and propriety to many of the Lords 
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who ar6 how most ardent in opposing it, I cannot but think it ne- 
cessary to consider it in a committee. 

It is to be remembered, my Lords, that this bill is’ intended for- 
two purposes of very great importance to the publick j it is designed 
that the liberties of mankind shall be secured by the same provisions 
by which the vices of our own people are to be reclaimed, ' and sup- 
plies for carrying on the war shall be raised by a reformation of the 
manners of the people. 

Tliis, my Lords, is surely a great and generous design j this is a 
complication of publick benefits, worthy the most exalted virtue, 
and the most refined policy j and though a bill in which views so dis- 
tant are to be reconciled, should appear not to be absolutely perfect, 
if must yet be allowed to deserve regard j nor ought we to reject 
without very cautious deliberation any probable method of reform- 
ing the nation, or any easy way of raising supplies. 

The encroachment of usurpation without, and the prevalence of 
vice within, is a conjunction of circumstances very dangerous’; arid 
to remox^e botliby the same means, is an undertaking that surely can- 
not deserve either censure or contempt j if it succeeds, it may de- 
mand the loudest acclamations j and if it fails, must be at least 
approved. - ; 

The use, my Lords, of sphituous liquors, though, in the excess 
now so, frequently to be observed, uridoubtedly detrimental to mul- 
titudes, is not, in a proper degree, either criminal or unwholesome; 
and therefore ought not to be prohibited' by a tax so heavy as has 
been proposed by a noble Lord, who, if he pursues his reasoning, ^ 
must propose to tax in the same proportion every other liquor that' 
can administer to vice. . " ’ ; ' ' 

It is, however, certain, that too much is wasted In riot and de- 
bauchery ; and that therefore Some addition to the price of this li- 
quor ought to be made, that, though the use of it may be conti- 
nued, the excess may be I'estrained. ' 

What will be the effects of this bill, and whether either of these 
benefits are to be, expected from it, can be known- only by ari im- 
partial examination; and therefore it ought to be discussed with 
that accuracy which is peculiar to a committee. ’ 

Lord Lonsdale here got up again, arid spoke to this pur-pose : — 
My Lords, that a bill winch shall testram the excess of dririlcing ' 
distilled liquors without; hindering their moderate use, will deserve 
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ihe applause of every lover of lus country, I cannot deny } but that 
any such bill can be contrived* may very justly be doubted} for 
in proportion to their price they will always be used, and no- 
thing can hinder excess but a high tax, such as I have already 
proposed. 

The bill now before us, my Lords, will indeed by no means ob- 
struct the moderate use, because it will give an unbounded licence 
to the most luxurious excess j if therefore nothing more be intend- 
ed in the committee, than to consider how far this bill will promote 
the reformation of the people, it surely not necessary to engage in 
any farther enquiries. 

It has appeared already, to those who do not obstinately shut 
tlieir eyes, that there is in it no provision for the prevention of that 
abu3e-of spirits which universally pre\ails. It has appeared, that 
the dieapness of licences will not hinder the present retailers from 
carrying on an illegal trade } tliat information will not now be more 
safe or more frequent than before, and tliat the duty, if not in part 
evaded, may yet be probably abated from the present profits of tho 
sale. 

It has appeared, my Lords, that no cficct can be produced by this 
bill but the promotion of debauchery, the increase of drunkenness, 
the subversion of order, and the decay of industry j the miseries of 
disease, and the rage of want. 

But that this bill will not produce, at least for some time, a large 
addition to the publick revenues, has not yet been proved } and 
while it is allowed that it Will raise money, I do not wonder to 
bear it steadily defended, because nothing more is expected from it. 
But as I have not yet conversed cnouglr with statesmen to persuade 
myself that the government ought to be supported by raeatrs con- 
trary to the end for wlu'ch government is instituted, I am still con- 
■ vioced tJiat this bill ought to be rejected with contempt, because it 
will lessen the wealth of the nation without any equivalent adran^ 
tage, and will at once impoverish Ihe people, and corrupt them.’ 

Lord Ilay then spoke to this effect My Lords, I cannot but 
be of opinion that this debate has been carried on with a vehemence 
by no means necessary, and that the question lias been perplexed by 
a mistaken xeal, that the efiocts of this bill have been exaggerated 
perhaps on both sides, and that the opinions which Irave been formed 
with relation to it, are not really so opposite as they appear. 
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• Those who 'oppose the bill, think the duty upon spirits not so 
high' as to hinder that debauchery Avhich so much prevails among 
us 5 and’ those that vindicate it, declare that more violent restraints 
will not be borne. Both parties have reason, and the vindicatois of 
the bill have likewise experience, on their side. 

■ But, uiy Lords, though severe restraints suddenly opposed to the 
habits and inclinations of the people, operating in their full force, 
may be broken through by restless struggles, and obstinate resist- 
ance,' yet a diminution of those gratifications will be borne which 
cannot wholly be taken away, and the same laws, introduced by proper 
degrees, will be patiently obe3’ed : this therefore may be very pro- 
perly considered as the first tax necessary to be laid, which, though 
it may produce no great effects in itself, may at least make way for a 
second that shall be more sensibly felt, till at length these fatal 
spirits shall be raised to a price at which few will be able, and none 
willing,’ to purchase one pleasure of drunkenness. 

But it is riot impossible that even this tax, with the other provi- 
sions in the bill, may. produce the reformation which is unanimously 
desired ; and as violence should never be used till gentle metliods 
have been tried, this bill ought, in my opinion, to be passed, and 
therefore , to ' be referred to . a committee without further debate j 
for it will be thought both by our allies and our enemies, that a 
great part of this assembly is very indifferent about the success of 
the war, if we delay the supplies, by disputing in what manner'they 
shall he raised; 

f : [The question being then put, whether the bill shall be commit- 
ted; it was carried in tbe afBrmative, And the Lords Delawar and 
Hervey being appointed tellers, the numbers were 


Contents; 59 

, Pfoxies,.,.,,.,,.,...,..;,.,.,,.., 23 


82 


Non Contents. .................. 38 

Proxies. . 16 


54 


It,was remarked on. this occasion, that there being ten prelates’ 
in the House, they all divided against the question j upon which the 
Earl of Chesterfield seeing thein come towards him, said, he doubted 
if he hM not mistaken the side, not having had the honour of their 
company for many years.' y : . \ ’ 
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Two days after, the same bill was considered by the House of 
Lords in a committee to which all of them were summoned, and 
occasioned another very important and curious debate.] 


Fubruary 23, 1742-S. 

TJie of the bill on spirituous liquors being read, was postponed: 
then the preamble was read, importingt “ that whereas great 
cultics and tiicontenicncies had attended the putting the act 
“ 9 Geo II. in e 2 ecMtJoa,ond the same hadnot been found ef actual to 
ansuer ‘the purposes intended,” the Con\mons being desirous to 
raise the necessary supplies in the easiest manner, do grant the rates 
on spirituous liquors, hereafter mentioned, and repeal the present 
rates. ‘ 

Lord Hervey spoke to the effect following:— My Lords, not- 
witlistanding the specious arguments which were used to influence 
the House to permit this hill to escape the censure it deserved, and 
be admitted to a faither e\amination in a committee, I am still con- 
fident that nothing can justly be offered in its defence} and am not 
afraid to declare ray opinion, that it is not approved even by those 
who vindicate it; of whom I cannot but believe, from long expe- 
rience of their judgement and that knowledge, that they consider it 
only as an easy manner of raising money, as an expedient rather ne- 
cessary than eligible, and such as only the exigencies of the govern- 
ment could hale prevailed upon them to propose; for nothing is 
more evident, than that it cannot answer the purposes of the fonner 
bill. ‘ . 1 

Tliis, however harsh it may appear, and however inconsistent 
with that delicacy, with which the debates of this august assembly 
have generally been carried on, must surdy be pardoned on this oc- 
casion, if for no other reason, at least for this, that it is not easv to 
forbear it, it is impossible wholly to suppress it in the mind ; and 
to forbear to speak ivhat cannot but be thought, is no part of the 
duty of a publick counsellor. » . 

Tlie conduct of those whose station subjects them to the resent- • 
ment of the ministry, or who may be reasonably iraa^ned to expect 
favours from them, has, throughout all our deliberations on this 
VoL. 11. 2 D 
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bill, been such as evidently discovers their only care toljc the impo- 
sition of a new tax, and the establishment of a new fund. They do 
not seem to urge seriously any other argument than the necessity 
of raising money, or to oppose the objections that have been offered, 
for any other reason than because they have a tendency to obstruct 
the supplies. 

No other argument can indeed be urged in vindiciitlon of a bill 
which every principle of policy or justice must incite us to condemn j 
a bill by which the sense of morality and religion will be extin- 
guished, and the restraints of law made inefrcctual j by which the 
labourer and manufacturer will be at once debilitated and cor- 
rupted, and by which the roads will be filled with thieves, and the 
streets Avith beggars. 

It appears, my Lords, from the papers on the table, that seven 
millions of gallons arc every year distilled; and experience shows 
us, that the quality of the liquor is such, that a quarter of a pint is 
sufficient to intoxicate the brain. Upon this computation, my 
Lords,' it is reasonable to believe, that a twcntictli part of the 
labouring hands of this nation arc detained from their proper occu- 
pations by this kind of drunkenness; and consequently that a twen- 
tieth part of the trade is eveiy year lost, or perhaps a twentieth 
part of our people every year burned to the grave, or disabled from 
contributing to the publick good. 

These, my Lords, are no doubtful facts or conjectural calcula- 
tions, they are confirmed by the most incontestable evidence, and 
established by all tlie demonstration of arithmetick ; and tJierefore 
your .Lordships are in no danger of error from either ignorance or 
uncertainty, but must determine, if you approve this bill, in oppo- 
sition to all the powers of comdetion, and must set aside testimony 
and reason at the same time. 

These facts, my Lords, are so plain, that the warmest advocates 
for. the bill have tacitly acknowledged them, by proposing that, if 
it be found ineffectual, it shall be amended in. the next session. 
What effect this proposal may hav'e upon others, I know not; but 
for rny part, I shall never think it allowable to sport wjth tliepros- 
p^erity of the publick, or to tiy experiments by wliich, they fail, 

■ the lives of thousands must be destroyed. 

. Such a scheme,, my Lor(k^ very ill become those to whom their 
ancestors hav^ .transnuttedthe illusj^ip character .of guardians of 
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■the people j for surely such cruelty xesta never practised by the utmost 
wantonness of tyranny, or the most sm age rage of invasion. No 
jnan ever before conceived the design of scattering poison for a cer- 
tain period of time among the people, only to try what Imvock it 
would make. 

tVhat will be the eiFects of unrestrained and licensed debauchery 
’may be known, without the guilt of so dreadful an experiment, only 
by obser\jng the present conduct of the people, even while they 
are hindered from the full enjoyment of their pleasures, by the ter- 
rors of a penal law. Whoever shall be so far touched with the 
■interest of the publick, as to extend his enquiries to the lowest 
classes'of the people, \rill find some diseased, and others vitbted? 
he will find some imlirisoned by their creditors, and others starving 
their children ; and if he traces all these calamities and crimes to 
•their ori^nal cause, \vill find them oil to proceed, from the love of 
'distilled liquors. 

I know, my Lords, that in answer to all these expostulations, and 
a thousand more, it will bo urged by the ministers and tbeir friends, 
that there is no other method to be found of raising tbe supplies, 
and that the demands of the government must be satisfied at what- 
ever rate, and by whatever means. 

Though I am very for from approving this assertion, I do not 
•wonder at its prevalence among those Who afe enriched by every 
tax, and whose only claim to the prefennehts which they enjoy 
arises from their readiness to concur in every scheme for increasing 
the burdens of the publick j and therefore shall never expect their 
esg by wbleh h Wat way Vie retarded. 

Yet I cannot but declare that, in my opinion, we ought to susi^end 
'our proceedings, that the Commons may discover what danger 
their negligenqe, precipitation, or blind compliance, lias brought 
upon the nation j and that the people may, by so signal a proof of 
uur disapprobation, be alarmed against any attempt of the same 
kind under any future adminbtration. 

This, my I/Ords, will be considered, not only by posterity, bat by 
all the wise and honest men of the present tiihe, as a proof of our 
regard for Wrtue, and our attention to the publick welfare. This 
conduct will be secretly approved, efVeii by those who may thjnk 
themseh^ obliged to oppose it in publick; and, as it will be mo- 
3 D 2 
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derate and decent, may probably preserve the nation vviiliout irri- 
tating the other House. 

I tliereforc move, my J^rds, that instead of proceeding in the 
superfluous fonns of a committee, we should resume tlic House, and 
endeavour to obtain farther information. 

After a short silence. Lord CiioLMounr.i.r.Y sjtokc to this effect: 
— My Lords, the observations which, though sufficiently explained 
and enforced in the late debate, the noble Lord has been pleased to 
repeat on this occasion, are in thcmseh'cs, indeed, .sufficiently per- 
tinent, and have been urged by his Lordship with uncommon .siiirit 
and elegance ; but he ought to have reflected, that general decla- 
mations are improper in a committee, where the particular clauses 
of the bill are to be separately considered. 

I propose, therefore, that instc.ad of wasting that, time, of which 
the e.xigencc3 of the publick now require an uncommon frugality, 
in useless rhetorick, and untimely vehemence, we should proceed 
to examine in order the distinct paragraphs of this bill, by which 
it may more easily appear, whether it ought to be rejected or 
approved. - , r 

It cannot indeed be proposed, that any of the clauses shall be 
amended in this committee j for. the claims of the Commons, and 
the obstinacy with which they have always adhered to them, on 
whatever they are founded, is well known. I am old enough to re- 
member the animosities wliich have arisen betw cen the two Houses 
from attempts to adjust this parboF their pretensions ; animosities 
which at this time may he not only dangerous to oiu'selves, but fatal 
to a great part of mankind, and which it ought therefore to be our 
utmost care not to excite. 

Lord Avlesford : — My Lords, though the consideration of - the 
distinct paragraphs of the bill be, as the noble Lord has very justly 
observed, the proper business of the committee ; yet since, as he 
has likewise observed, the present state of our affairs requires -un- 
usual expedition, I think ive .may very properly spare oumelves the 
troublei^of considering paragraphs which we cannot amend ,* and 
•which are in themselves so clear and so obvious, that tliey maybe 
understood in their full extent .upon a cursory perusal. 

But, my Lords, though I thinle-it not proper to follow our usual 
method of considering the pamgraphs distinctly, which can only 


of 
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drive the bill forwav'd tovvavd^ the tliird reivding, as it has already 
been forced into the committecj jet I think it not necessary to 
irritate the other House, alarm our allies, or encourage our ene- 
mies, by rejecting that bill by which it Is intended that the supplies 
shall be raised. There is nn easy and moderate method by vv hich 
the same end may he attained without any disturbance of the pub- 
lick, any impediment of the scheracs of the government, or any just 
offence to the Commons. 

Instead of passing or rejecting this bill, of which the first is ab- 
solutely criminal, and the second jierhaps iinproj)cr, let us only de- 
lay it, by which we shall give the Commons time to reflect upon it, 
to re-examine it, and discover, wliat they perhaps have not hitherto 
suspected, its destructive tendency. Nor can it be doubted, but the 
observations which will arise from the necessity of enquiring into 
the reasons of our conduct, will soon induce them to form another 
bill not liable to tlic samc'ohjectlons j I therefore second the noble 
Lord's motion to resume the House. 

Lord Il'ay : — My Lords, If we consider the pretensions of Uic 
Commons, and the stubbornness with which they liave hitherto ad« 
hered to them, wc shall easily find the impropriety of the noble 
Lord’s motion, and foresee the inefficacy of the methods which he 
eo vrannly recommends. 

*1110 alarm which he supposes us to give the Commons by post- 
poning the bill before us, the obscnnlions which they will make 
upon our conduct, the ■new informations vvhich they will receiv’c, 
and the new bill vvhich they will send, arc merely imaginary. They 
will not consider themselves as concerned in the delay or expedition 
of OUT procedure, but will suppose us to act upon our own reasons, 
which it is not necessary for them to c.xani‘me, and will by no 
means send another bill for supplies, till they are informed that this 
is rejected, 

’ Tlius, my Lords, we shall only retard the supplies, without alter- 
ing, or being able to alter, the method "bf raising them j and at last 
‘ pass tliat bill, without exatniiwtlon, which we now neglect to exa- 
mine, lest wc should pass it j or perhaps irritate the Commons by 
the novelty of our conduct, whidi, if they should resolve to consi- 
der it, they will probably consider only to censure. ' 

Lord Aylesfoud^ — My Lords, I am no stranger to the claims of 
the Commons to the sole and independent right of forming money- 
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bills, nor to the heat with which that claim has been asserted, - or 
the firmness with which it has always been maintained in late Se- 
nates. Nor am I ignorant, that by contesting this claim, we have 
sometimes excited disputes which nothing but a prorogation of the 
Senate could appease. 

I know, my Lords, and allow, that by acting in any unusual 
manner with regard to bills of this kind, we may excite the resent- 
ment of the Commons, and that some interruption of the publick 
business may, for vvant of candour and moderation, possibly ensue. 

But, my Lords, T cannot-think the possibility of an ill consequence 
an argument sufficient to show the unreasonableness of my proposal ; 
for the inconveniences that may arise from postponing the bill, arc 
only possible, but the calamities that we shall bring upon our coun- 
try by passing it are certain. , 

But we are likewise to consider, my Lords, that these events, of 
which it can only be said that they may happen, may also not hap- 
pen. When I reflect, that the House of Commons is an assembly 
of reasonable beings, that it is filled by the representatives of the 
British people, by men who will share the calamities of the publick, 
and whose interest it is equally with oms to prevent the destruc- 
tion of our commerce, the decay of our manufactures, thc con-up- 
tion of the present age, and the ruin of posteritj"^, I cannot but liope 
that they will apply themselves to a candid review of the bill which 
they have sent, and without heat, jealousy, or disputes, explain it 
as they may do by another, which will be no deviation from the 
rules which they have established for themselves, and by which they 
may secure the happiness of their country without receding fram 
their own pretensions. 

The Duke of Bedford : — My Lords, the proposal made by the 
noble Lord appears to me so pi-udent and equitable, so moderate 
and so seasonable, and, in my opinion, suggests so easy a method of 
reconciling the pretensions of the Cominons with' the necessity of 
amending the bill, that I cannot bu.t think it worthy of the unani- 
mous approbation of your Lordships. 

1 am very far from conceiving the Commons to be an assembly 
of men deaf to reason, or imagining them so void of all regard for 
the happiness of the publick, as that they will sacrifice it toahob- 
stiiiate adherence to claims which they cannot but know to be in 
themselves disputable, and of which they must, at least, allow that 
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they are only so far jast as they contribute to the great end of go- 
vernment, the general good. 

But lest they should by any ywirerse and unseasonable obstinacy 
attend more to the preserration of their omi power, than to tlid 
promotion of the happiness of their constituents, a method is now 
proposed, by which the errors of this bill may be corrected, without 
any concession of either House. The Commons may easily be in- 
formed of the dangers which arc justly dreaded from thb bill ; and 
may therefore prepare another, by tvhich a tax of the same kind 
may be laid, wthout a general licence of drunkenness j or if a me- 
thod of laying a duty upon these liquors, which may at once hinder 
their excessiTC use, and increase the revenue of the government, 
cannot be discorcred, they may raise the supplies for the year by 
some other scheme. 

Lord Carteret:— lily Lords, as the expedient proposed by these " 
noble Lords, however it may be recommended, as being at once 
moderate and clhcactojis, has in reality no other tendency than to 
procure an absolute rejection of this bill. It Is proper to consider 
the consequences which may be reasonably expected from the mea- 
sures which they have hitherto proposwl. 

In order to the cITectual restraint of the common people from' 
the use of these pernicious liquors, they assert Uio necessity of im- 
posing a very large duty to be paid by the distiller, which might in- 
deed produce in some degree the clTcct which they expect from it, 
but would produce it by giving rise to innumerable frauds and in-' 
comenienccs. 

The immediate consequence of a heavy duty would be the ruin 
of our disthlery, which is now a very cxtensii e and profitable trade, 
in which great multitudes are employed, who must instantly, upon 
the cessation of it, sink into poverty. • Our stills, my Lords, not 
only supply our natives with liquors which they used formerly to 
purchase from foreign countries, and therefore increase, or at least 
preserve the wealth of our country j bu ttheylikemse furnish large 
quantities for exportation to Guernsey, Jersey, and other places. 
But no sooner will the duty proposed to be laid upon this liquor 
take place, than all this trade will be at an end, and those who now 
follow it will be reduced to support themselves by other employ- 
ments } and those countries in which our spirits are now drank, will 
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be soon suppHctl from other nations •with liquore at once cheiipcr 
and more pleasant. 

It-inay be proj)oscd as an expedient for the preservation of our 
foreign trade, that the duty shall be repaid upon exportation ; but 
the event of this provision, my Lords, will be, that great quantities 
will bo scut to sea for the sake of obt.aining a rc-payment of the 
duty, which, instead of being sold to foreigners, will be privately 
landed again upon our own coasts. 

. Thus, my J-^rds, will the duty be collected, and aftenvards re- 
paid; and the government will .sufTcr the odium of imjiosing a se- 
vere ta.x, and incur the cxpcnccof employing a great numl)er of of- 
ficers, without any advantage to the publick. Sjiirit.s will, in many 
parts of the kingdom, be vciy little dearer than at present, and 
drunkenness and dcbauchciy wilt .still prevail. 

- That these arts, and a thousand others, will be practised by the 
people. to obtain this infatuating liquor, cannot be doiibted. It can- 
not be imagined that they will forbear frauds, who have had recourse 
to violence, or that those will not endeavour to elude the govern- 
ment, who have already defied it. . 

Every rigorous law' will be cither secretly evaded, or openly vio- 
lated ; every severe restraint will be sh.akcn ofl' cither by artifice or 
vice ; nor can this vice, however dangerous or ])rcvalcnt, be coiTCct- 
ed but by slow degrees, by straitening the reins of government 
imperceptibly, and by superadding a second slight restraint, after 
the nation has been for some time habituated to the first. 

That the government proceeds by these easy and gentle methods 
of reformation, ought not to be imputed to negbgcncc, but neces- 
sity ; for so far has the government been from any connivance at 
this vice, that an armed force w'as necessary to support the laws 
which were made to restrain it, and secirre the chief persons of the 
state from the insults of tire populace, whom they had only provoked 
by denying them this pernicious liquor. 

Since therefore, my Lords, all. opposition to this predominant in- 
clination has appeared without effect, since the government evi- 
dently w'ants powei* to conquer the united and incessant struggles 
for the liberty of drunkenness, what remains but that this vice 
should produce some advantage to the publick, in return for the 
innumerable evils which arise' from it, and that the government 
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shorild snatch the firet opporlvinity of tosing that ^ ice ^ Inch cannot 
be reformed ? ' 

This duty arises, indeed, from a concwrrencc of different causes, 
of just desi^s in the go\cmment, and of bad inclinations in the 
people. The tax is just, and aell meant j but it can he made 
sufficient to support the cvpcnccs to which it is appropriated, only 
by the resolution of the popubcc to continue in some degree their 
usual luxury. 

I am far, my Lords, from tWnking this method of raising money 
eligible for its oAvn sake, or justifiable by any other plea than that 
of necessity. If it wcic possible at cnce to extingvtisU the thirst of 
spirits, no man who had any regard for virtue, or for happiness, 
uould propose to augment the revenue by a tax upon them. 

But, my Lords, rigour has been already tried, and found to be 
vaiui^it has been found equally fruitless to forbid the people to use 
spirits, as to forbid a man in a dropsy to drink. The force of appe- 
tite long indulged, and by indulgence made superior to the controul 
of reason, is not to be overcome at once > it cannot be subdued by 
a single effort, but may be weakened j new habits of a more inno- 
cent kind may in time be superinduced, and one desire may coun- 
terbalance another. 

IVe must endeavour, my Lords, by just degrees, to withdraw 
their affections from this pernicious enjoyment, by making the at- 
tainment of it c\ ery year somewhat more difficult : but we must not 
quicken their wishes, and exasperate their resentment, by depriving 
them at once of their whole felicity. By this method, my Lords, I 
doubt not but wc shall obtain wlvat wc have hitherto endeavoured- 
with so little success ; and I believe tliat though, in open defiance 
of a severe law, spirits are now sold in every sthect of this city, a 
gentle restraint will, in a short time, dh ert the minds of the people 
to other entertainments, and the vice of drinking spirits will be for- 
gotten among us. ' ' ‘ 

Lord Hebvey then rose up again, and spoke to the effect follow- 
ing: — Uly Lords, though I have alwajs considered this bill as at 
once wicked and absurd, I imagined till now that the projectors of • 
it would have been able to Imc aigued at least speciously, though 
not solidly, in defence of itj nor did I imagine it to have been 
yi holly indefensible, till I discovered hov^ little the extensive know- 
ledge, the long experience, and the penetrating foresight of the 



410 DEBATE ON V&n, 23. 

noble Lord wlio spolic last, enabled him to produce in vindica- 
tion of it. . ' 

His Lordship’s argument is reducible to tins single assertion, that 
the drinking distilled liquors cannot be prevented ; and from thence 
he drew this inference, that since it is a point of wisdom to turn 
misfortunes to advantage, we ought to contrive methods by which 
the debauchery of the people may enrich the government. 

■ Though we should sujjposc the assertion true in any sense below 
that of absolute physical impossibility^ the inference is by no means 
just ) since it is the duty of governors to struggle against vice, and 
promote virtue with incessant assiduity, notwithstanding the difli- 
culties that may for a time liindcr the wisest and most rigorous 
measures from success. That governor who desists from his endea- 
vours of reformation, because they have been once bafiled, in real- 
ity abandons his station and' deserts his charge, nor deserves any 
other character than that of laziness, negligence or cowardice. 

The preservation of virtue ■where it subsists, and the rccoveiy of 
it where it is lost, are the only valuable purposes of government. 
Laws which do not promote these ends are useless, and those that 
obviate them are pernicious. The government that takes advantage 
of wicked inclinations, by accident predominant in the people, and, 
for any temporary convenience, instead of leading them bade to vir- 
tue, plunges them deeper into vice, is no longer a sacred institution, 
because it is no longer a benefit to society. It is from that time a 
S5fstem of wickedness, in which bad ends are promoted by bad means, 
and one crime operates in subordination to another. 

But, my Lords, it is not necessaiy to show the unreasonableness 
of the inference, because the assertion from which it is deduced can- 
not be proved. That the excessive use of distilled liquors cannot be 
prevented, is a very daring* paradox, not only contrary to the expe- 
rience bf all past times, but of the present 5 for the law which is 
now to be repealed, did in agreat degi-ee produce the effects desired 
from it, till the execution of it was suspended, not by the inability 
of the magistrates or obstinacy of the people, but-by the artifice of 
ministers, who promoted the sde of spirits secretly, for the same' 
reason which incite our present more daring politicians to establish 
the use of them by a law. > 

The defects of this law, for that it was defective cannot be denied, 
wet'e in the mariner of levying the duty; for had half the duty that 
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was demanded from the unliccnsetl ret^Ierd, been required from the 
distiller, there had been no need of informations j nor liad wo been 
stunned with the dismal accounts of the rage and cruelty of the peo- 
ple, or the violent deatlis of tliosc who endeavoured to grow rich by 
commencing prosecutions. The duty had been regularly paid, the 
liquors had been made too dear for common use, and the name of 
sp’rils had been in a short time foigotten amongst us. 

From this defect, my Lords, arose all the difficulties and inconve- 
niences that haw impeded the execution of the law, and prevented 
the effects that were expected from it, and by one amendment they 
might be all remoied. 

But instead of endeavouring to improve the efficacy of the remedy 
which was before proposed for this universal malady, we are now 
told, that it ivas too forcible to tahe effect, and that it only failed 
by the vigour of its operation. IVe arc informed, that the work of 
reformation ought not to be dispatched with too much expedition, 
that mankind cannot possibly be made virtuous at once, and that 
they must be drau n off from their habits by just degrees, without 
the violence o! a sudden change. 

IVhat degrees tlie noble Lord proposes to recommend, or what 
advantage he expects from allowing the people a longer time to 
confirm their habits, 1 am not able to discover. He ajipcars to me 
rather to propose an experiment than a law, and rather to intend 
the improvement of policy, than the safety of the people. 

This experiment is, indeed, of a very daring kind, in which not 
only the money but the lives of the people arc Iiazardcd ; their mo- 
ney has, indeed, in all ages, been subject to the caprices of states-i 
men, but their lives ought to be exempt from such dangerous prac- 
tices, because, when once lost, they can never be recovered. By 
this bill, however, it is contrived to lay poison in the way of tlie peo- 
ple, poison which we know will be eagerly devoured by a fourth part 
of the nation, and will prove fatal to a great number of those that 
taste it j nor of this project is any defence made, but that, since 
the people love to swallow poison, it may be of advantage to the go- 
vernment to 6dl it. ' 

It might not be improper, my Lords, to publish to the people, by 
a formal proclamation, the benevolent intentions of their govern- 
ors } and inform them, that licensed murderers are to be appointed, 
at whose shops they may infallibly be destroyed, without any danger 
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of legal 'Censures, provided they take care to use the poison pre- 
scribed by the government, and increase by their death the publick 
revenue. 

That money only is desired from this bill, is not only obvious 
from the first perusal of it, biit confessecl even by those, who defend 
it 3 but not one has continued to assert, that it Svill produce a 
reformation of manners, or recommended it olherwisc than as an 
experiment. 

For this reason, my Lords, I still think my motion for postponing 
the bill very reasonable, nor do I make any scruple to confess that 
I propose by postponing, only a more gentle and inoffensive method 
of dropping it, that some other way of raising the stipplics may be 
attempted, or that the duty ihay be raised to three shillings a 
gallon ; the lowest tax that can be laid with a design of reformation. 

This method, my Lords, or any other by which another bill inay 
be procured, should be pursued 5 for whatever schemes the Com- 
mons may substitute, the nation can suffer nothing by tlie change: 
they cannot raise money in any other manner, but with less injury 
to the publick 5 since the greatest calamity which wrong measures 
can possibly produce, is the propagation of wickedness, and the 
establishment of debauchery. ■ 

Lord then spoke in substance as follows: — My Lords, that 
this bill is, with great propriety, called an experiment, I am ready 
to allow, but do not think the justness of that e.xpression any for- 
cible argument against it 5 because I know hot any law that can be 
proposed for the same end, without equally desendng the same 
appellation. 

• All the schemes of government, my Lords, have been perfected 
by slow degi’ees, and the defects of eveiy regulation supplied by the 
wisdom of successive generations. No man has yet been found, 
whose discernment, however penetrating, has enabled him to dis- 
cover all the consequences of a new law, nor to perceive all the fal- 
lacies that it includes, or all the inconveniences that it may produce': 
the first essay of a new regulation is^ therefore, only an experiment 
made, in some degree, at random 5 and to be rectified by subsequent 
observations, in making which, the most prudent conduct is only to 
take care that it may produce no ill consequences of great import- 
ance, before there may be an opportunity of reviewing if ; 

, This maxim, my Lords, is, in my opinion, strictly; regarded in 
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the present attempt, which in itself is an aOair of ^cry great per- 
plexity. The healtli and rirtue of the people arc to he icgartlcd on 
one part, and the continuance of a very gainful and extensive manu- 
fjctvire on the other j a manufacture, Uy ,vv Inch only, or cUitfly, tUo 
produce of our own nation is emplo)cdj and on which, therefore, 
tlie value of lands must very much depend. 

Manufactures of this kind, my Lords, ought never to be violently 
or suddenly suppressed. If t)iey are pernicious to the nation in ge- 
neral, they arc, at least, useful to a very great part, and to some, 
who have no other employment, necessary j and in the design of 
putting a stop to any detrimental trade, care is alwo}9 to be taken 
that the inconvenience exceed not tlic benefit, and time be allowed 
for those that are engaged in it to withdraw to some other business, 
and for the commodities tliat arc consumed by it, to be introduced 
at some other market, or directerl to some other use. 

These cautions arc in this bill, very judiciously ob»enod The 
trade, which all allow to administer supplies to dcbauclierj', and fuel 
to diseases, will, by the provisions in this hill, sink away by degrees, 
and the health and virtue of the people will be preserved or re- 
stored without murmurs or commotions. 

We must consider, likewise, my Lords, the necessity of raising 
supplies, and the success with which theyixavc hitlierto been raised 
upon the scheme which is now under your consideration. 

In examining the necessity of procuring supplies, I shall not ex- 
patiate upon the present danger of the liberties of all this part of 
the world} upon the distress of the House of Austria, the necessity 
of preserving the balance of power, or the apparent designs of the 
antient and incessant disturbera of mankind, topicks which have 
been on former occasions sufficiently explained. 

It is now only ifecessary to observe, that the state of our affairs 
requires expedition, and that a happy peace can only be expected 
from a successful war, and that war can only be made successful by 
vigour and dispatch. 

If by liberal grants of money, and ready concurrence in all ne- 
cessary measures, we enable his Majesty to raise a powerful army, 
there, is no reason to doubt that a single campaign may procure 
peace, that it may establish the liberties of Europe, and raise our 
allies who were so lately distressed, to their former greatness. 

These supplies, my Lords, whidi are so evidently necessary, may, 
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by the method now proposed, be easily, speedily, and cheaply raised. 
Upon the security which this act will afford, lai’ge sums are ah-cady 
offered to the government at the low interest of three for a hun- . 
dred, by those who, if the conditions of the loan are changed, will 
perhaps demand four in a few days, or raise money by a com- 
bination to tile rate of five or six for a hundred; of which I 
would not remark how much it will embari-ass the publick measures, 
or how much - it will encourage our enemies to an obstinate 
resistance. 

Such, my Lords, are the inconveniencics to be feared from reject- 
ing this bill, or from postponing it ; by which is plainly intended 
only a more gentle and tender manner of rejecting it, by hinting to 
the Commons your disapprobation of it, and tlie necessity of sending 
up another, which you cannot do without hazarding the peace of 
the nation and the fate of the war. 

The Commons, who are not obliged to enquire what reception 
their bills find here, may perhaps not immediately prcpai-e another, 
but suffer time to elapse, till necessity shall oblige us to comply 
with those measures which we cannot approve. 

They may likewise, by a kind of senatorial craft, elude all our 
precautions, and iriake the rejection of the bill ineffectual, as was 
once done, when a bill for a tax upon leather was rejected ; the 
Commons, determining not to be directed in the methods of raising 
money, sent up the same bill with only a small alteration of the 
title, to lay a duty upon tanned hides, which the Lords were, for 
, Want of time, obliged to pass. 

But, my Lords, should the other House discover in this single 
instance, any uncommon degree of fiexibility and complaisance, 
should they patiently endure the rejection of the bill, admit the 
validity of the reasons upon which your Lordships have proceeded, 
and willingly engage in drawing up a new scheme for raising sup- 
pfies ; even upon this supposition, which is more favourable than 
can reasonably be formed, the business of the year will be very 
haucli perplexed, and the new bill hurried into a law without suffi- 
cient caution or deliberation. 

^ t T^ now, my Lords; so fer advanced, that many of the 

Commons have retired into the country, whose advice and asristance 
may be necessary in the projection of a new money-bill) so that- the 
hew bill must be formed in a short time, and tlun House; and, in- 
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deed, the multipjicitf of considerations necessary to another bm 
of tills kind, is such, tiiat I cannot think it prudent to advise or 
undertake it. 

The committee on tvaya and means must strike out another 
scheme for a considerable impost, which, in the present state of the 
• nation, is in itself no easy task. Tlits scheme must be so adjusted 
as to be consistent with all the otlicr taxes, which wWl require long^ 
consultations and accurate enquiries. It must then struggle, per- 
haps, through an obstinate and artful opposition, before it can pass 
through the forms of the other House; and, when it comes before 
your Lordships, may be agaiq opposed with no less zeal than the 
bill before us, and perhaps likewise with equal reason. 

All these dangers and diOicultics will be avoided by tr) ing, for a 
single year, the experiment wbtcU is now proposed 5 and which, if 
that should fail, may be better adjusted in the time of leisure, which 
the beginning of the next session will undoubtedly afford j before 
which time I am afraid no amendment can possibly be made. 

It has been proposed, indeed, by the noble Lord, that three shU* 
Ungs should be laid upon every gallon of distilled liquors, which 
would undoubtedly lessen the consumption, but would at the same 
time destroy the trade j a trade from whiclx large profits may be Jn 
time gtdncd ; since our distillers have now acquired such skill, that 
the most delicate palate cannot distinguish their liquors from those 
which forcignei-s import. 

- If the duty he reused to the height proposed, it must be allowed 
to be re-paid for all that shall be exported ; other^vUe foreign na- 
tions will deprive us of this part of our trade; and it has been 
already shown, that by mock exportations the duty may be fre- 
quently evaded. 

Th^, my Lords, there will be diflicullies on either hand; if a 
duty so high be paid, the manufacturer wiU be ruined ; if it be 
evaded, the consumption will be lessened. 

One inconvenience will easily be discovered to be the.nccessaiy 
consequence of any considerable advance of the price. VVe may be 
certain that an act of the Senate will not moderate the passions, or 
alter the appetites of the people^ and that they wiR not be less de- 
sirous of their usual gratifications, because they are denied them. 
The poor may, indeed, yield to necessity, unless they find themsehes 
nhk to resist the l^w, or to evade it j but those who can afibrd to 
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please their taste, or exalt their spirits at a greater cxpence, M'ill still 
I'iot as before, but ^vith' this difference, that their excesses will pro- 
duce no advantage to the publiclf, - 

* If ah additional duty of three shff^ be laid upon every gallon 
' of distilled liquors, the product of our own distillery will be dearer 
than those liquors which are imported from foreign’ parts j and, 
therefore, it. cahnot but be expected that the money which now cir- 
culates amongst us, will in a short time be clandestinely carried into 
other countries. 

■ Such, my Lords, will be the effect of those taxes which arc so 
strongly recommended j and, therefore, they ought not to be im- 
posed, till all ofher methods of proceeding have been found inef- 
fectual. ' 

■ It is possible, indeed, that the regulation specified in this bill, 
may hot produce any beneficial effect, and that the present practice 
Of debauchery may still continue 'among the people; but it is’like- 
wise possible that this tax may, by increasing the price, axigment 
the revehue at the same time that it lessens the consumption. 

" 'This'proposal has by some Lords been treated as a paradox; but 
th%’ certainly suspected it of falsehood, only for want of patience to’ 
form' the calculations necessary in such disquisitions. The tax of the 
last year amounted to one hundred and seventy thousand pounds ; 
this tax is now doubled, so that the same quantity 'will produce three 
hundred ahd forty thousand; butdf one third less should be con- 
sumed, the present tax will amount to no more than two hundred 
and twenty thousand pounds; and when fifty tliousand licences are 
added; the revenue will gain a hundred thousand pounds, though 
one third' part of the consumption should be hindered. ‘ 

' But; my Lords, supposing no part of the consumption hindered, 
T 'cannot think that bill should be rejected, which, in a' time of 
danger like thC present. Shall add to the publick revenue an annual 
income of more than two hundred thousand pounds, without lessen- 
ing any 'mahufactur 'nithbuL burthening any iiseful' or virtuous 
'pafkbk the nation,' an without ^ving the least occasion to any 
mnhmhf S' among the P •< / r . . . 

/ ^>^^ietb;be remembered, my Lords, that 'ivhateverboiTuptibnshall 
‘ prevail hmoh^st US; it canriot be imputed to this bill, which did hot 
inakephut find the hatibn vitiated, and only turned their vicea’ to 
'pubUckhdvahtage 1 % Mkif ikprbduceaahy dimimttidn of the Sale 



A. 1742-3, SPIRITUOUS LIQUORS. 417 

of spirits, it is indisputably to be applauded as promoting virtue. 
If the sale of spirits still continues the same, it uill deserve some 
degree of commendation, tis it will, at least, not contribute to the 
increase of vice, and aa it will augment the revenue without in- 
juring the people: for how, my Lords, can wc be censured for only 
suffering the nation to continue in its former state ^ 

Lord Tacbot then spohe in substance as follows;— My Lords, if 
vve consider the tendency of the argument used by the noble Lord, 
the only argument on which he appears to lay any stress, it will 
prove, if it proves any thing, what cannot be admitted by }our 
Lordships, without bidding farewell to independency, and^acknovv- 
lodging that you are only the substitutes of a higher power. 

It appears by the tenor of his reasoning, that he considers this 
House as only ub’iged, in questions relating to supplies, to ratify 
the determinations of the other j to submit implicitly to their dic- 
tates, and receive their sovereign commands, without daring either 
to refuse compliance, or delay It. 

If w e conjoin the reasoning of the noble Lord who spoke last 
with that of one vvJio spoke before in favour of the bill, wc sliall be 
able to discover the full extent of our power on these occasions; » 
the first was pleased to inform us, that though vve were at liberty 
to examine the paragraphs of this bill, we had no light, at least 
no power, to amend them; because in money-bills, the Com- 
mons left us no other choice than that of passing or rejecting 
them. 

This, my Lords, might have been thought a sufficient contraction 
of those privileges which your ancestors transmitted to you, and tlie 
Commons needed to have desired no fai tlier concessions from this 
assembly, since this was a publick confession ofa subordinate state, 
and admitted eitlier that part of our ancient rights had been given 
up, or that vve were at present too much depressed to dare to assert 
them 

Wc might, however, still comfort ourselves with the peaceful and 
unconteated possession of the alternativ e ; wc might still believe that 
.vyhat we could not approve we might reject, without irritating the r 
formidable Commons. But now, my Lords, a new doctrine has been 
vented among us j vve are told not only that wc must not amend 
a money-bill, but that it will be to no purpose to reject it; for that 
Uie other ikouse will send it again without altering any thing but > 

VoL.lI. 2E 
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the title, and fdrce it upon us, when there is no time for any other 
expedient; ' 

If this> my Lords, should be done, I know not how the bill 
might, at its second api^earance, be received by other Lords y for my 
part, I should vote immediately for rejecting it, without any alle- 
viating or mollifying expedients. 1; should reject ity my Lords, 
even bn the, last day of the session, without any regard to the pre- 
tended necessity of raising supplies, and without suffering myself to 
be terrified into compliance by the danger of the House of Austria; 
for though I think the balance of power on the continent necessary 
to be preserved at the hazard of a fleet or an army, I cannot think 
it of equal importance tp us, with the equipoise of our own governr 
ment ; nor can 1 conceive it my duty to enslave myself to secure the 
freedom of another. 

• The danger, therefore, of disgusting the Commons, at this or any 
other juncture, shall never influence me tda tame resignation of the ' 
privileges of our own House ; nor shall I willingly allow any force 
to arguments which are intended only to operate upon our fear: 
aaid> therefore, Unless there shall appear some better plea ih favour' 
of this bill, I shall think it my duty to oppose it. 

■ The other plea is the. difflculty, oi’i in the style of the noble Lord 
who spoke laet, the impossibilityi of raising supplies by any other' 
method. That it is not easy to raise supplies by any new tax in a 
nation, .where almost; all the necessaries of life are loaded with im- ' 
posts, must be readily allowed ; but that it is impossible, the folly 
of the people, which is at least equal to their poverty, will not siiffbr 
me to grant., ' ' . > 

Oho other expedient, at least; has been already discovered by tha 
wonderful sagacity of our new ministers ; an expedient which they^ 
cannot, indeed, claim the honour of inventing, but which appears: 
so conformable to thC' rest of their conduct, and so agreeable tp- 
their principles, that I doubt notbiit they will very often practise' 
it, if the continuance of their power be long enough to admit of ^ 
full display- of their abilities. 

; ■ Amidst tlieir- tenderness for our- manufactures, and theii^ regard- 
for- commerce; they have established a lottery for eight hundred', 
thousand: pounds, by which they not only take advantage of an- 
inclination too predominant,, an inclination to grow rich rather by 
k- lucky, hazatdj than successful indus,try ; but give Up the people a 
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prey to stock-jobbers, usUretsj and brokers of tickets,' wbo '■will 
plunder them uitiiout mcrcj, by the cncoutagement of those by 
whom it might be hoped, that they uould be protected from 
plunderers. 

All lotteries, my Lords, arc games which arc not mbre lionest or 
more useful for being legal j and the objection u hich has bfeeu 
made to all other games, and which Ins never yet been ansucred, 
will be found equally talid When applied to them. Tlicy engross 
that attention which might be cmplo}C(l in improving^ or extending 
our manufactures j tlicy swallow that money which might circulata 
in useful trade j they give the idle and the diligent an equal pros- 
pect of riches j and by conferring unctpcctcd wealth upon those 
who never desened it, and know not how to use it, they promote 
extravagance and luxury, insolence and dissoluteness, 
f But these consequences, my Lords, and a thousand others equally 
important, equally formidable, may be objected without effect, 
against any *chcmc by which money will be raised j money! tho 
only end at which our ministers ha»c aimed for almost half aiccn- 
turyj money! by which only they hare presen cd tho favour of tho 
court, and the obedience of the Senate} money! which has sup- 
plied the place of wi-dom at one time, and of courage at another, 

‘ To gain money, ray Lords, they base Injured trade by establish- 
ing a lottery ; 'and they arc now about to sacrifice the health and 
virtue of the people, to tJie presen-ation of a trade by which money 
may'bc furnished to thegoiemmcnt. This, my Lords, is their only 
design, hou ever they may act, or wbatci er they may profess j if 
they endeavour to protect cither the trade or lives of -people, it is 
only bec.ause they expect a continuance of taxes from them ; and 
when more desperate measures are necessary for the same purposes, 
they ruin their trade by one project, and destroy their lives by 
another. 

Lord LoxsDAtE next spoke to this effect: — My Lords,, it is not 
Without the utmost grief and indignation, that I find tins House 
consulered by some who have spoken in vindication of this bill, as 
iobliged to comply with any proposals seat up by the Common^ fof 
'r:ds5ng‘ money, how’ever destructlvct<tOitho publick,Jor how’ever 
contrary to the dictates of<ourf conscience, or convictions of outf 
^reason, ’ n* ► i /pj* . ' 

'Vhat is tills, my Lords, but once more to vote ourselves useless’? 

2E2 



420 / DEBAIE GM : FeS. 23. 


What but to be the first that shall destroy the constitution of 
the government, and give up that liberty which our ancestors 
established ? ' ' ‘ . - 

That this is really the design of any of the noble Lords, who 
have spoken in vindication of the bill, and have asserted the neces- 
sity, of passing it, without any attempts to amend it, I am very far 
from affirming ; but certainly, my Lords, tliis, and this only, is the ' 
consequence' of their positions, with whatever intention they may 
have advanced them : for how, my Lords, can we call ourselves 
independent, if v/e are to receive,^the commands of the other House? 
or with what propriety can we assume the title of legislators, if v/e 
are to pass a bill like this without. examination ? , 

The bill now before us, my Lords, is of the utmost importance ter 
the happiness of that nation whose welfare we have hitherto been 
imagined to superintend. Tn this bill are involved, not only, the 
trade and riches, but the lives and morals of the British peppie r 
nor can we suffer it to pass unexamined, without betraying the na-. 
tion to wickedness and destruction. 

: Should we, on this occasion, suffer ourselves to be degraded from' 
legislators -to messengers from the Commons to the throne-; should 
we be content only to transmit the laws which we ought to amend,; 
and resign ourselves up implicitly to the wisdom of those .whom we 
have'forraerly considered as our inferiors,- 1 know not for what pur- 
‘ pose we sit here; It would be my counsel that we should mo longer 
attempt to preserve the appearance of power, when we have lost the 
substance,, or submit to share the drudgery of government, without 
partaking of the. authority. .. .. .. 

. The time of such desperation is, indeed, not yet arrived; but- 
every act of servile compliance will bring it nearer : and therefore, 
my Lords, "for the sake of ourselves, _ as weU as of the people, , I join 
the noble Lord’s motion for resuming the House, that farther infor- 
mation may be obtained both by: ourselves, by the Commons, and 
bythenation. 

■ The Duke of Ne,wcastle then rose, and spoke to the .effect 
following:— -My Lords, I "believe no. Lordl in this assembly, is> 
more zealous for the advantage of the publick than myself, or, more; 
desirous.to preserve the lives, or amend the morals, of the people ; 

, butT cannot think that this character can justly amply any dislike. 


xff the bill now before us. 
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If I should admit what the noble Lord has asserted, that the lives 
and morals of the people are nflccted by this bill, I cannot jet see ' 
that iub inference is just, or tiuit our compliance witl\ the motion 
is therefore necessary. 

That under the present reflation, the miseries of the nation are 
'e^ery day increased ; that corruption spreads every day wider, and 
debauchery makes greater havock; is confessed on all Bidis; and 
therefore I can discover no reason for continuing the Ians in their 
present state, nor can think that xvc ouglit to decline any experiment 
by which that disorder, which cannot be increased, may possibly he 
lessened 

' It is confessed by the noble Loids, who declare their approbation 
of the motion for postponing the consideration of tlus bill, that 
they intend nothing less ilun a gentle and tacit manner of dropping 
it, by showing the Commons that, though to a\oid offence they do^ 
'not absolutely reject it, jet they cannot approve it, and xvill not 
pass itj and tlvat therefore the necessity of raising supplies, re- 
quires that another bill should be formed, not liable to the same 
olgcctions. 

' The consequence of this procedure, roy Lords, can only be, that 
’citlicr the Commons will form another bill for raising monej*, or 
that they will send up tiiis again with a new title, and such slight 
alterations as not the happiness of the nation, but the forms of the 
Senate, demand. 

If, in return for our endeavours to reform a bill, of .which they 
think themsehes the only constitutional judges, they should send 
it a^n xvith only another title j what, roy Ixjrds, shall xve procure 
by the delay, but a new occasion of murmurs and discontent, a new 
confirmation of the poxver of the Commons, and an establishment 
of senatorial chicanery, at once pernicious to tlic pubhck,-and 
Ignominious to ourselves ? 

That tile Commons, in sending back a bill that has been rejected 
in this House, with only a change in the title, act contrary to the 
end of senatorial consultations, though consistently with their e.x- 
temal forms, cannot be denied : but as each House is without any 
dependence on the other, such deviations from the principles of our 
constitution, however injurious to our authority, or however detri- 
mental to the nation, cannot be punished, nor otherwise prevented 
' than by caution and prudence. > ' ( 
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it, therefore, the Commons, as they liave formerly Sonc, should 
- return the bill without alteration, wc shall only have imjjuirccl our 
own authority, and shaken the foundations of our government, by a 
fruitless , opposition. Nor shall wc gain any advantage, though they 
should comply with our expectations, and employ the little lime that 
remains in conta’iving a new tax ; for corruption must then })roceod 
without opposition, the people must grow every day more vicious, 
and debauchery will, in a short time, grow too general, to be 
su])presscd. 

With regard to the bill bcforc us, the only qiiestinn that is neces- 
sary or proper is, whether it will promote or hinder the consump- 
tion of distilled liquors ? for as to the cfTects of those liquors, those 
that vindicate, and that ojjposc this bill, arc of the same opinion j 
and all will readily allow, that if the law now jn-oposed shall be found 
to increase the consumption which it was intended to diminish, it 
ought immediately to be repealed, as destructive to the people, and 
contrary to the end for which it was designed ; but if the additional 
duties shall produce any degree of a’cstraint, if they shall In'ndcr the 
consumption even of a veiy small part, I think it must be allowed 
that the provisions are just and useful j since it has already appear- 
ed, that this vice is too deeply rooted to be torn up at once; and 
that therefore it is to be pruned away by imperceptible dimi- 
nution. 

. Wliether the provisions now offered in tiie bill might not admit 
of improvements 3 whether some other more cfGcacious expedients 
might not be discovered 3 and whether the duties might not be 
raised yet higher, with more advantage to the jniblick, may un- 
dpubtedly admit of long disputes, and deep enquiries ; but for tliess 
and disputes, ray Lords, there is at present no time : the 
affairs of the continent require our immediate interposition, the 
general oppressors of the western world are now endeavouring to 
extend their dominions, and exalt their power beyond (be possibi- 
lity of future opposition; and our allies, who were struggling against 
them, can no longer continue their efforts without assistance. 

At a time dike this, my Lords, it is not proper to delay the sup- 
phes by needless controversies ; or, indeed, by any disputes which 
■may, withput great inconvenience, be delayed to a time of tranquil- 
• ^ a tune when all oiir enquiries may be prosecuted fat ' leisure, 
when every argument may be considered dp its full extent, apd 
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when the improvement of owl* laws ought, indeed, to be our prin» 
cijjal ftirc. At present it npiicars to me, that cxcry ntetbod of rais- 
ing money, without manifrtt iiyury to the morals of the people, ilc- 
e'Crves our approbation j and therefore that we ought to pass this 
bill, though it should not much hinder (he coniumption of spiritu- 
ous liquors, if it sliall barely appear that it will not Increase it. 

It is at least proper, that, at this pressing exigence, those that 
oppose the bills by which supplies arc to be raiseil, should, by offcT- 
ing Ollier expedient?, show that their opjxMition proceeds not from 
any’ privnte roalcvolcnec to the mlnUtr)*, or any prepossession 
■against the publtck measures, but from a steady adherence to just 
principles, and an imjartial regard for the publick good j for it may 
be suspected, tliat he who only buries himself in pulling down, w*ith- 
■out any attempts to repair the breaches that he has made with more 
fit or durable materials, has no real design of strengthening iho 
'fortification. 

It has been propo<e<l, indeed, by one of the noble Ixsnis, tlwt n 
tax of three ehUUngs n gallon should he laid .ui'on all distilled spi- 
rits, and collected by (be laws of excise at the still-hcad, whlclt 
would donbllws secure a great l*art of the j>cople from the tcmjda- 
tions to whicii they are nl present et|>osed, but would nt the same 
time produce another effect not equally to be desired. 

I lu>e been informed, my L/srds, upon mentioning this proposal 
in conrcrsalion, that such duties will raise the price of the liquors 
^Ulillctl among ui, abase that of fiircign cmmtrics j ansi that there- 
fore not only all our foreign trade of this hind would l»e immedi- 
ately destroyed, but that many of those who now drink our own 
apwiis, only became they arc cheaper, will then putclcise IhoM? of 
ibreign countries, svhich arc generally allowed to be more plea-ant. 

Tliat this is really the state of the ofitur, I do not affirm; for I 
now relate only what I have heard from others ; but surely tlicim- 
position of so heavy a duty requires n long consideration ; nor can 
it be improper to mention any objections, the discussion of which 
-may contribute to our information. 

But any other regulations tl»an those nmv offercil, v\ill require ro 
many enquiries, and to long consultation/ that the Senate will ex- 
pect to be dismissed from their attetwhnee, before any resolutions 
-arc formed j and when once the suiqdlcs arc provided, we &bal find 
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ourkelves obliged to leave the law relating to spirituous liquors in 
its present state. ^ 

Then, my Lords, will the enemies of the government imagine 
that they have a hew opportunity of gi'alifying Iheir malignity, by 
censuring us as wholly negligent of the publick haj)])iness, and 
charge us with looking without concern upon the debauchery, the 
diseases; and the poverty of the people, without any compassion of 
'their wants, or care of their reformation. ■ 

That to continue the present law any longer, will be only to 
amuse ourselves’ with ineffectual provisions, is universally allowed ; 
nor is there any difference of opinion with regard to the present 
state of the vice which we are now endeavouring to hinder. The 
last law was well intended, hut v/as dictated by anger, and ratified 
by zeal j and therefore was too violent to be executed, and, instead 
of reforming, exasperated the nation. 

No sooner, therefore, did the magistrates discover the inflexible 
resolution of the people, their furious pci’secutipn of informers, and 
their declared hatred of all those who concurred in depriving them 
^bf this dangerous pleasure, than they were induced, by regard to 
their own safety, to relax that severity which was enjoined, and were 
contented to purchase safety by gratifying, or, at least, by not op- 
posing those passions of the multitude, which they could not hope 
to icontroul ; the practice of drinking sj)irits continued, and the con- 
sumption was every year gi'cater than the former. , , 

■ : This,i my Lords, is the present state of the nation ; a state suffi- 
ciently deplorable, and which all the laws of humanity and justice 
command us to alter. This is the universal declaration. We all 
agree; that the people grow every day more corrupt, and that this 
corruption ought to be stopped; but by wliat means, is yet un- 
•decided. ^ 

■■ Violent methods; and extremity of rigour, have been already 
triedj arid totally defeated; it is therefore proposed to try more easy 
ahd gentle regulations, that shall produce, by slow degrees; there- 
cannot be effected by open force ; these new regu- 
' -r ^ many Lords not sufficienlly coercive, and are ima- 

;^hed - still less likely.to reform a vice so inveterate, ahd so firmly 
’■-establisheth ; 

' These opihionis I cannot flatter myself with the' hope of reconcil- 
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ingjibut must yet observe, that the consumption of these-liquors, 
as of all other commbdities, can only be lessened by proper duties, 
and that every additional’imposition has a fendenfcyto lessen'th^m j 
and since, so far as it extends, it can produce no ill effects; deserves 
the approbation of those who sincerely desire fo suppress this odious 
lice that has so much pi'ev.ailcd, and been so widely diffused 
- It is, indeed, possible, that the duties noiv proposed may be found 
not sufficient , but for this defect there ii an easy remedy.' ■The 
duty, if it be found by the experience of a single year-'to 'be Too 
small, may, in the next, be easily augmented,' and swelled, iby an- 
nual increases, even to the height wliich is now proposed, if no re- 
medy more easy can be found. ’ f j t 

It’may be objected, that this fund will be mortgaged for the pay- 
ment of the sums employed in the service of the war > anU that 
therefore the state of the duty cannot afterwards he altered without 
injustice to the publick creditors, and a manifest violation of'thc 
faith of the Senate * but, my Lords, though in the btirry of pfdyJd- 
ing for a pressing and important war, tlie Commons ceuldnot find 
any other method so easy of raising money, it cannot'* bcMoubted 
but that wlien they consider the state of the nation at leisure, th^ 
will easily redeem this tax, if it shall appear inconv en5e*nt,'and sub- 
stitute somo other, less injurious to the happiness of the ■publick,^ 
U was not impossible for them to have done this' in'the begin- 
ning of this session j nor can it be supposed, that men 'So long 
versed in publick affairs, could not easily have proposed many other 
imposts j but it may be imagined, that they chose ihis* outriof 
many^ without suspecting that it would be opposed p and believed, 
that they were at once raising supplies, and protecting thevirtue of 
tlife people. ^ in- I • 

Nor indeed, my Lords, does it yet’ appear, that they have been 
mistaken j for though the aigumcnts of the noble Lords who' op- 
pose the bill are acute and plausible, yet since they agree/' that the 
consumption of these liquors is, dt last, to be hindered by raising 
their price, it Is reasonable to conceive, tliat every augmentation oT 
the price 'must produce a proportionate diminutionurthe coiwunipt 
tion p and that therefore this duty will contribute in somb degree 
to the reformation of the people. It seems at least in the highest 
dcgre“'probable, tliat it cannot incredso the evil which itiis intended 
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to remedy; and that therefore wc may reasonably conair in it, as 
it will furnish the government with supplies, without any inconve- 
nience to those that, pay them. 

The Bishop of OxFonn next spoke to 1hi.s effect: — I\Iy Lords, 
this subject ha.s already been so acutely considered, and so copiously 
-discussed, that I rise up in despair of proposing any thing new, of 
explaining any argument more clearly, or tirging it more forcibly, 
of starting any other subject of consiiliyation, or pointing out. any 
circumstance yet untouched in those that, have been proposed. 

Yet, my Lords, though I cannot hope to adti any thing to the. 
Icnowlcdgc which your Lord.shij)5 have alrc:idy obtained of fh.c sub- 
ject in debate, I think it my duty to add one voice to tlie truth, and 
-to. declare, that in the balance of my understanding, the arguments 
against the bill voy much outweigh those fbal. have been oHered in 
its favour. 

It is always presumed by those who vindicate it, that every aug- 
mentation of the price will nccc.ssarily produce a proportionate de- 
crease of the consumption. This, my Lords, i.s the chief, if not tire 
only argument that has been advanced, except that which is drawn 
from the necessity of raising supplies, and the danger of disgusting 
the oilier House, But this argument, my I.x)rds, is evidently falla- 
cious; and therefore the bill, if it passes, must pass witliout a single 
xcason, except immediate convenience. 

Let us examine, my Lords, this potent argument, which has been 
•successively urged by all who have endeavoured to vindicate tlic bill, 
and echoed from one to another with all the confidence of irrcfia- 
gability ; let us consider on what suppositions it is founded, and we 
Bhall soon find liow easily it will be dissipated. 

It is supposed by this argument, that every drinker of these li- 
quors spends as much as he can possibly procure ; and that tlicrc- 
fore the least additional price must place j/art of his jilcasure beyond 
bis reach. This, my Lords, cannot be generally true; it is perhaps 
generally, if not universally, false. It cannot be doubted, but that 
many of those who corrupt tlieir minds and bodies with these per- 
nicious di'aUghts, are above the necessity of constraining their ap- 
, Jietites to escape so small an expence as that which is now to be im- 
posed upon them ; and even of those whose poverty can sink no • 
. jower^ who are in reality exliausted by every day’s debauch, it is at- 
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least as likclj*, tliat tljcy will insist upon more pay for their work, 
or that they will steal with more raitacity, ns that they will suflbr 
thcm'clvcs to be ilcbarrcil from the pleasuas of dninkcnncss.* 

It is not certain, that this duly i\ill make these liquors dearer to 
•those who drink them; since the distiller will more ^Yillinsly de- 
■duct from his present profit thesniaU ta’c that is now proposed,ll\an 
sulTer the trade to sink } and c\cn if that lax should be, as is usual, 
‘leiied upon ths rclailor, it has been already observed, tint in the 
quantities neccs'nry to drunkenness, it will not be perceptible. 

But, my Lords, though this aipfumcnt appears thus weak upon 
the first and slightest consideration, the chief f.ilhcy is still behind. 
Those who have already initiated Ihcnwolvcs in dclnuchciy, descow 
not the chief consideration of this Assembly ; the)' arc for the great- 
est part hopeless and abandoned, and can only be withheld by force 
•from comj»I)ing with those desires to which they are habitually cn- 
^lavcfl. They may indeed be fomclimes punished, and at other 
limes restrained, but cannot often he reformed. 

'fliosc, n\y Lords, w ho arc yet uncomiptcd , ought first to engage 
•ourrarcj virtue is cadly preserred, but ilifiicultly regained. But 
for those what regard has hitherto been shown ? tVliat rficcls cm 
be expected from this bill, but that of exposing tlicm to tempta- 
tions, by placing unlawful pleasures in their view} pleasures which, 
however unworthy of iiuman nature, arc seldom forsaken after they 
have once been tasted. 

‘ In tlic consideration of Uic present question, it is to be reroem- 
bercil, tliat multitudes arc already con-upicd, and the contagion 
grovrs more dangerous, in proportion as greater numbemarc in- 
fected. • 

To stop the progress of this pestilence, my Lords, ougiit to be 
tlic governing passion of our minds j to (his point ought all our 
aims to be directed, and for this end ought all our projects to bo 
’icalculatcd. ’ 

But how, my Lords, is tliis purpose promoted by a law wluoli 
gives a licence, an uniimiled and cheap licence, for the sale of that 
liquor, to which, even tlicsc who support the bill, impute the pre- 
sent corruption of the people? niis surely is no rational scheme of 
reformation, nor can it be imagined, that'a favourite and inveterate 
Vice is to 'be extirpated by such gentle methods. ' > 

Xet us consider, ui) Lords, mote nearly the cOects of this new- 
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invented regulation, and we shall see, how. we may expect from them 
the recovery of publick’ virtue. A law, is now to be repealed, by. 
which the use, of. distilled , liquors is prohibited, but which has not 
been for some time put in execution, or not with vigour sufficient . 
to surmount the difficulties and inconveniences by which its opera- 
tion was obstructed. The law is however yet in force, and who- 
ever sells spirits must now sell them at the hazard of prosecution 
and penalties, and vvith an implicit confidence in the kindness and 
fidelity of the purchaser. ’ 

, .It cannot be supposed, my Lords, but that a law like this must 
have some effect. It cannot be doubted, that some are honest, and 
others timorous j- and that among the wretches who are most to be 
suspected of this kind of debauchery,, there are some in whom it is 
npt' safe; to confide 5 they therefore must sometimes be hindered 
from destroying their reason" by other restraints than want of mo- 
ney ,5 and when they are trusted .with the secret of an illegal trade, 
must pay a dearer rate for the danger that is incurred; 

But when this law is repealed, and every street and alley has a 
shop licensed to distribute this delicious poison, what can we ex- 
pect? The most sanguine advocate for the bill cannot surely hope, 
that any of those who now drink spirits will, refrain fi'om theni, 
only, because they are sold Avithout danger j and though what can- 
not be. proved, or even hoped, should be admitted, that some must 
content themselves with a smaller quantity on account of the’ ad- 
vanced price, yet while they take all opportunities of debauchery, 
while they spend, in this destructive liquor, all that , either honest 
labpur pr daring , theft will supply, they must always be examples of 
intemperance j such examples us, from the experience of late J'eafsy 
we have , reason to believe will find many imitators j' and therefore 
'''dl.Pfomote at once the consumption of spirits, and the cPiTuption 
' of the people, v ■ - / ’ ^ 

is, always to be found in wickedness a detestable ambition 
Pv?fS^\^i®S'fP.fPselytes : : -every man who has suffered himself to be 
desirous to hide himself from infamy in crowds as vi- 
cious as him self, ;pr-desires companions in wickedness from the same 
natural . inclination ito, society, which prompts almost every man to 
avoid singularity on other occasions. 

..Whatever be theu’easom it may be every day obsei-ved, that the 
, great pleasure of the vicious is to vitiate others y nor is it pPssible 
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to squander an lioiir in tlic assemblies of dcbaiicbcM of any I’an'k, 
witliout observing with what importunity innocence Is attacked, and 
bow many arts of sophistry anil ridicutc arc used to weaken the in- 
fluence of virtue, and suppress'thc struggles of conscience. 

The fatal art by wluch virtue U most commonly ovcrlwmc is 
the frequent repetition of temptations, which, thougli oRen reject- 
ed, will at some unhappy moment generally pro nil, and therefore 
ought to he removed y hut which this bill is intended t6 place al- 
ways in sight. ’ 

To what purpose will it be, my Ix}nls, to deprive nine linnlcncd 
profligates ofa tenth part of the liquor which they now drink, which 
is the utmost that this dutywill effect) If thiyhavc on opportunity 
of corrupting one by their solicitation and. c.xnmplc, the difference 
between nine and tcnactsofdcbauchcTyl'iofvcrj'sftwll importance 
to mankind, or even to the persons who arc thus restrained, since 
their forbearance of the utmost excesses U only the effect of their 
poverty, not oftlicir virtue. 

/How far is such restraint from being equivalent (oihe corruption 
of one mind, yet pure and undchauched y to the seduction of one 
heart from virtue, and a new addition to the interest and prcralcnctf 
of wickedness ) If it be necessary*, that the supplies should be raised 
for the government by the use of tliis pernicious liquor, it it desir- 
able that it should be confined to fetv, and that it sbould rather be 
swallowed in laige quantities by hopeless dntnknrds, than offered 
everywhere to the taste of innocence and youth, in licensed houses 
of wickedness. ‘ 

Tlic consumption will, for a time, be the s.imc in both eases, but 
with this important difference, that wickedness would only he con- 
tinued, not promoted j and as the poison would rid the bnd by do-’ 
grees of tbe present race of profligates, it might be hoped, that our 
posterity would he uninfected. ' - < . j ? 

But under the present scheme of regulations, my Lords, %lce 
will be propagated under the countenance of the Icgislaturcj and, 
that kind of wickedness by which the nation is so infatuated, that 
it has increased yearly in opposition to a penal law, will now not 
only be suffered, but encouraged, and enjoy not impunity only,' but' 
protection. . .. . i'*- I '< 

Thus, if we pass the bill, we shall not even be able to boast* the 
petty merit of leaving the nation in its present state} we shall take 
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away the present restraints of vice, without substituting any in their 
place-; wc shall periiaps deprive a few hardened drunkards of a small 
prt of the liquor which they now swallow', but shall open, accord- 
ing to the expectation of t:lie noble Lord, fifty thousand houses of 
licensed debauchery for the ruin of millions .yet rmt ainted. 

: To leave the nation in its ])rescnt state, which is allowed on all 
hands to be a state of corruption, seems to be the utmost ambition 
of one of the noble Lords who have pleaded with the greatest warmth 
for this bill; for he concluded, with an air of triumph, by asking, 
how we. can be censured for only suficring the nation to continue 
in its former state ? 

We may be, in my opinion, my Lonls, censured as traitors to 
our tinist, and enemies to our country, if wc permit any vice to pre- 
vail, when it is in our power to supjuess it. Wc may be cursed, with 
justice, by posterity, as the abettors of tliat dcbauchcr}' by which 
poverty and disease shall be entmlcd upon them, conlcmni^d in the 
present as the flatterers of those apjjctitcs which wc ought to regu- 
late, and insulted. by that populace whom we dare not oppose. ■ 

Had none of our predecessors endeavoured the reformation of 
the people, had they contented themselves always to leave the na- 
tion as they found it, there had been long .ago an end of .all the or- 
der and security of society; for the natural depravity of human na- 
ture has always a tendency from less to greater evil ; and the same 
Causes which had made us thus wicked, will, if not obviated, make 
us worse. : . . ' ^ ■ 

Since the noble Lord thinlcs it not necessary to attempt tlie re- 
formation of the people, he might have, spared the elaborate ctdcu- 
lation by which he lias proved, that a large sum’ will be gained by 
tire goYernment, though one third yrart of the consumption be pre- 
vented; for it is.of very little importance to discuss the consequences 
of an event which will never happen. He should first have proved,’ 
that a third part of the consumption will in reality be pi’evontcd, 
and then he might very properly have, consoled the ministry; by 
showing how much they would gain from the residue. .. . ^ : 

That this bill, as it now stands, will produce a large reverrrre to 
the government, but no reformation in the people, is asserted by, 
those that oppose,- and undoubtedly believed by those that defend, 
ii^^ut asithis is not the prirpose, which ! am most desirous of pro- 
moting, I cannot but tlrink itmy dufy to agree to the. proposal of- 
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the noble Lord, that by postponing the consideration of the bill, 
more exact information may be obtained by us, and the Commons 
may be alarmed at the danger into which the nation lias been 
brought by tKeir precipitation. 

Lord Bath then rose again, and spoke to the following effect 
My Lords, as the noble Lord who has. just spoken appears to have 
misapprehended some of ray assertions, I think it necessary to rise 
again, that I may explain with suffident clearness what perhaps I 
before expressed obscurely, amidst the number of diflerent consider-- 
ations that crowded my imagination. 

With regard to the diminution that might be expected from this 
law, I did not absolutely assert, at least I did not intend to assert, 
that a third part would be taken off ; but only advanced that sup« 
position as the basis of a calculation, by which I might prove what 
many Lords appeared to doubt, that the consumption might pos-- 
sibly be diminiahed, and jet the revenue increased. 

Upon this supposition, which must be allowed to bo reasonable, 
both the purposes of the bill will be answered, and the pubUck 6up» 
plies will be raised by the suppression of vice. 

The diminution of the consumption may be greater or less than 
1 have supposed. If it be greater, the revenue will be indeed Ies» 
augmented^ but the purposes which, in the opinion of the noble 
Lords who oppose the bill, are mora to be regarded, will be better 
promoted, and all their arguments against it will be, at least, de- 
feated j nor will the ministry, I hope, regret the failure of a tax 
which is defident only by the sobriety of the nation. 

If the diminution be Iks than I have supposed, yet if there be' 
any diminution, it cannot be said, that the bill has been wholly 
without effect, or that the ministry Ime not proceeded either with 
more judgement or better fortune than their predecessors, or that 
Uieyhavenot^atleast, taken advantage of the errors that have been 
committed. It must be owned, that they have either refonried the 
nation, or at least pointed out the way by which the reformation 
that has been so long desired, may be effected. 

That this tax will in same degree hinder drunkennKs, it is rea-- 
conable to expect, because it can. only be hindered by taxing the 
liquors which are used in excess j but there j et remain, concerning 
tbu wdght of the tax. that might to be laid upon thenr, doubts 
wdiich nothing but experience can,. I believe, remove. 
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"By experience, my we have been already taught, that 

taxes may he so heavy as to be without cfifect ; that restraint may 
be so violent as to produce impatience; and therefore it is jiropcr 
in tlie next essay to proceed by slow degrees, and gentle method.':, 
and produce that cfrect imperceptibly which we find ourselves 
unable to accomplish at once. 

I cannot therefore think, that the duty of three shillings a gidlon 
can be imposed without defeating our own design, and compelling 
the people to find out some method of eluding the law like Ih.at 
which-was practised after the act by which, in the second year of 
his present Majesty, five shillings were im})osed upon ever)' gidlon 
of compound waters, after which it is well known, that the distillers 
sold a simple spirit under the contemptuous title of senatorial 
brandy, and the law being universally evaded, was soon after re- 
pealed as useless. 

Such, my Lords, or wbrse, will be the consequence ofethc tax 
which the noble Lord has proposed; for if it cannot be evaded, 
spirits will be brought from nations that have been wiser than to 
buiUien their own commodities with such insupportable impost, 
and the empire will soon be impoverished by the exportation of its 
money. 

Lord riEnvEY answered in substance as follows : — My Lords, I 
am very far fi-om thinking the arguments of the noble Lord such as 
can influence men desirous to promote the real and durable happi- 
ness of their country ; for he is solicitous only about the prosperity 
of the British manufactures, and the preservation of the Biitish 
ti'ade, but has shown very little regard to British virtue. 

That part of his argument is therefore not necessary to be an- 
swered, if the suggestion upon which it is founded were true, since 
it will b.e sufficient to compare the advantage of the two schemes. 
And with regard to his insinuation, that senatorial brandy may be 
revived by a high duty, I believe, first, that no such evasion can be 
contrived, and in the next place, am confident, that it may be de- 
feated by burthening the new-invented liquor, whatever it be, if it 
be equally pernicious, with an equal tax. The path of our duty, 
my Lords, is plain and easy, and only represented difficult by those 
; iwlio are inclined to deviate from it. 

Lord Bathuhst spoke next to the effect fallowing :-LMy Lords, 
whatever measures may be practised by the people for eluding the 
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pui-poses of the bill now before Us, ttfith whatever Industry they may 
in\ ent new kinds of senatorial brandy, or by -a hatever artifices th ey 
may escape the diligence of the officers employed to collect a duty 
levied upon their vices and their pleasures, there is, at least, no 
danger, that they nill purchase from the Continent those liquors 
which we are endeai curing to withhold from them, or that this bill 
will inipoierish our country by promoting a trade contrary to its 
interest. , * ' 

^hat would be the consequence of the duty, of three shillings a 
gallon, proposed by the noble Lord, it is easy to judge.. What, my 
Lords, can be expected from it, but that it \vill either oblige or en- 
courage the venders of sjnrits to procure from other places what 
they can no longer buy for reasonable prices at home’ and that 
those dninkaids who cannot or will not suddenly, change their cus- 
toms, will purchase from abroad the pleasures which we withhold 
from them, and the wealth of the nation be daily diminished, bvit 
the virtue little increased ? 

Thus, my Lords, shall we at once destroy our own manufacture 
amt promote that of our neighbours Thus shall we enrich other 
governments by distressing our own, and instead of increasing 
sobriety, only encourage a more expensive and pernicious kind of 
debauchery. 

In the bill now under ourconsideration, a middle way is proposed, 
by wluch reformation may be introduced by those gradations wluch 
liave always been found necessary when inveterate vices are to he 
encountered. In this bill every necessary consideration appears to 
have been regarded, the health of the people will be preserved, an^d 
their virtue recovered, without destroying their trade or starving 
Hheir manufacturers. ' ' ' ' 


’ Tlie efficacy of this bill seems. Indeed, to be allowed by.some of 
the Lords who oppose it, since their chief objection has aiisen from 
their doubts whether it can be executed. If a Jaw he.usel^s in 
itself, it is of no importance whether if is executed *or 'not /‘and 
therefore^ 1 think, it may safely be inferred/ that ^ey who are soli- 
citous how it may' be enforced, are convinced of its usefulness! ‘ * 

If tliis, my Lords, 'be the chief olycctioa now 'remaining, a little 


consideration will easily i-emovc it j for it is well known,, that the 
only obstruction of the former law mis the danger pf information ; 
but this law, ‘my Lords, ia'so contrived/ that it will promote the 
VoL. 11. 2 F 



FiiB. 523, 


434 DEBATE ON, 

execution of ifsdf j for by setfing licences at so low a price, their 
number will be multiplied, and every man who has taken a licence 
will think himself justified in informing against him that shall 
detail spirits without a legal right. 

If, thei-efdre, there should be, as a noble Lord lias veiV reasonably 
Su;^posed, fifty thousand licensed venders of these liquors, there will 
likexrise be fifty thousand informers against unlawful traders j and 
as the liquors may then always be had under sanction of the law, 
the populace will hot interest themseh’cs in that process which can 
have no tendency to obstruct their pleasure. 

Thus, my Lords, shall \ve, by agreeing to this bill, make a law 
that will be at once Useful to the government and benefifcial to the 
people, which will be at once powerful in its effects and easy in its 
execution,* and therefore, instejid of attending any rnore to the 
xvild and impracticable schemes of heavy taxes, rigorous punish- 
ments, sudden reforihations, and violent restraints, I hope ^ve shall 
unanimously approve this method, froih which so fnUch may be 
h6ped, while nothing is hazaVded. 

' 'Lord Carteret then rose up and spoke in substance as follows : 
-^My Lords> though the noble J^rd who lias been pleased to incite 
us to an unanimous cdnCurrence with himself and bis associates of 
the ministry in passing this excellent and W'onder-W'orlcing bill, this 
bill which is to lessen the ednsuhiptidn of spirits, w'itlidUt lessening 
the quantity which is distilled, which is to restrain drunkaids from 
drinking> by setting their favdUrite liqUor always before their eyes; 
to conquer habits by continuing them, and correct vice by indulging 
according to the lowest reckoning, for at least another year; 
yet> Uiy Lords, such is my obstinacy, of such my ignorance, that I 
cannot yet comply with his proposal, nor can prevail with myself 
either to cdricur with measures so aj)parently opposite to the interest 
of the' publick, or to hear them vindicated, without declaidng hO^V 
little r approve them. 

During the course of this Ipiig debate I have endeavoured td re- 
capitulate and digest the ‘arguments Which have been advanced; and 
have ednsidered them both separate and conj oined j but find myself 
at the same distance from eonvietioii as when I entered the HdiiSe j 
fidf do I imagine, that they can much affect any man whd does' not 
vdluhtarily assist them by strong prejudice. 

In vindicatidn of this bill, tfiy Lords, we have been told> that the 
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|)rfesfeilt law is ineffectual} that our manufacture is not to be de- 
stroyed, or not this year; that the security offered by the present 
till has induct great nuniters to subkribe to the new fund; that 
it has bfeen approved by the Commons ; and that, if it be found in- 
effefctual, it may be attiended another session. 

AU these arguments, my Lords, 'I shall endeavour to examine, 
because 1 am always desirous of gratifying those gi eat men to whoni 
the administration of affairs is entrusted, and have always very cau- 
tiously avoided the odium of disaffection which they ivill undoubt- 
edly throw, in imitation of their predecessors, upon all those whose 
wayward consciences shall oblige them to hinder the execution of 
their schemes. 

‘With a very strong desire, therefore, though with no great hopes, 
of finding them in the right, I venture to begin my enquiry, ah(i 
fehgage in the examinaUon of their first assertion, that the present 
law against the abuse of strong liquors is without effect. 

1 hope, my Lords, it portends well to my enquiry, that the first 
position which I have to examine is (rue, nor can I forbear to con- 
gratulate your Loidshipsupon having heard from new ministry 
one assertion not to be contradicted. 

It is evident, my Lords, from daily observation, and demonstra- 
ble from the papers upon the table, that every year, since the enac- 
tion of the last law, that vice has increased which it was intended 
to repress, and that no time has been so favourable to the retailer^ 
of spirits as that which has passed since they were prohibited. 

3t may therefore be expected, my Lords, that havingagreed with 
the mthislers in their fundamental proposition, I shall concur with 
them in the consequence which they draw frbm it; and having al- 
lowed that the present law is ineffectual, should admit that another 
is necessary. » 

But, my Lords, in order to discover whether this consequence be 
necessary, it must fii-st bhenquiied nhy the presgnl law is of no 
force. Tor, my Lords, it will be found, upoil refieclion, that there 
are cet’tain'degrees of corruption that may hinder the elects of the 
best laws. The magilthites may Ife vicious, and forbear to Enforce 
thai law, by which themselves are fcondemned ; they may bfe indo- 
-lent, and inciinb rather tb connivd at wickedness by which they hfe 
libt injurfed thferhseivfe, lhah to repress it by a laborious of 

2F2 
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their, authority 5 ’ or they may be timorous^ and, instead of awing, 
the vicious, may be awed by them. 

In any of these cases, my Lords, the law is not to be condemned 
for its inefficacy, since it only fails by the defect of those who are 
to direct its operations j the best and most important laws will con- 
tribute veiy little to the security or happiness of a peoplcj if no 
judges of , integrity and spirit can be found amongst them. Even 
tlie most beneficial and useful bill that ministers can possibly ima- 
gincj- 3' bill for laying on our estates a tax of the fifth part of their 
yearly value, would be wholly without effect, if collectors could not 
be obtained. , 

I am therefore, my Lords, yet doubtful, whether the inefficacy of 
the law now- subsisting necessarily obliges us to provide another j 
for those that declared it to be useless, owned at the same time, 
tha^no man endeavoured to enforce it ; so that perhaps its only de- 
fect may be> that it will not execute itself. 

• Nor though I should allow, that the law is at present impeded by 
difficulties which cannot be broken through, but by men of more 
spirit and dignity than the ministei-s may be inclined to tiaist with 
commissions of the peace, yet it can only be collected that anotlicr 
law is necessaiy, not that the law now proposed will be of any 
advantage. ' 

I Great use has been made of the inefficaey of the present law to 
dec^ the proposal made by the noble Lord for laying a high duty 
upon these pernicious liquors. High duties have already, as we are 
informed, been tried without advantage j high duties are at this 
hour imposed upon those spirits which are retailed, yet we see tliem 
every day sold in; the streets without the payment of the tax re- 
quiredj and therefore it vrill be folly to make a second essay of 
meairs which have been found, by the experience of many years, un^ 
successful. 

,It h^ been granted on all rides in this debate, nor vvas it ever 
denied on any other occasion, that the consumption of any commo- 
dity is most , easily to be hindered by raising its piice, and its price 
is tp be I'aised by the imposition of a duty j this, my Lords, which 
J opinion of eyeiy man, of whatever degree of ex- 

perieace.pr understanding, appears likewise to have- been thought 
'^y ^^?;^'^thors oL present law j and therefore they imaginedj 
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that they had effectually provided against the increase of drunken- 
ness, by laying upon that liquor which should be retailed in small 
quantities, a duty which none of the inferior classes of drunkards 
would be able to pay. '* ^ ‘ 

Thus, my Lords, they conceived, that they had reformed the 
common people without infringing the pleasures of others, and ap- 
plauded the happy contrivance by which spirits were to be made 
dear only to the poor, while every man who could afford to pur- 
chase two gallons was at liberty to riot at his ease, and over a full 
flowing bumper look down with contempt upon his former compa- 
nions, now ruthlessly condemned to disconsolate sobriety, or obliged 
to regale themselves with liquor which did no speedy execution 
upon their cares, but held them for many tedious hours in a lan- 
guishing possession of their senses and their limbs. 

But, my Lords, this intention was frustrated, and the prqject, 
ingenious as it was, fell to the ground ) for though they had laid a 
tax, they unhappily forgot, tliat this tax would make no addition 
to the price, unless it was paid | and that it would not be paid, un- 
less some were impowered to collect it. ' 

Here, tny Lords, was the difficulty; those who made the law were 
inclined to lay a tax from which themselves should be exempt, and 
therefore would not charge the liquor as it issued from the still ; and 
when once it was dispersed in (he bands of petty dealers, it was no^ 
longer to be found vv ithout the assishmce of informers, and inform- 
ers could not carry on the bvisiness of persecution, without the conr 
sent of the people. 

It is not necessary to dwell any longer upon the law of which the 
repeal is proposed, since it appears already, that it failed only from 
a partiality not easily defended, and from the omission of what is 
how proposed, the collection of the duly as the liquor is distilled. 

if this method be followed, there will be no longer any need of 
information, or of any rigoitnis or new measures^ the same officers 
that collect a smaller duty may levy a greater, nor can they be easi- 
ly deceived with regard to the quantities that are made j the deceits, 
at least, that can be used, are in use already j they are frequently 
detected and suppressed ; nor will a larger duty enable the distillers 
to elude the vigilance of the officers with more success. , i 
Against this proposal, therefore, the inefficacy of the present law 
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can be no objection j but it is urged, that such duties would destroy 
the trade of distilling,' and a noble Lord has been pleased to express 
great tenderness for a manufacture so beneficial and extensive. 

I cannot but sometiiues wonder, my Lords, at the amazing vari- 
ety of intellects, which every day furnishes some opportunity or 
other of observing, and which cannot but be remarked on this oc- 
casion, when one produces against a proposal the very argument 
which another offers in its favoiu’. That a large duty levied at the 
still would destroy or very much impair the trade of distilling, is 
certainly su^jposed by those who defend it, for they proposed it only 
for that end 5 and what better method can they propose, when they 
are called to deliberate upon a bill for the prevention of the exces- 
sive use of distilled liquors } 

The noble Lord has been pleased kindly to inform tis, that tlic 
trade of distilling is very extensive, that it employs great numbers, 
and that they have an'ived at exquisite skill, and therefore— note 
well the consequence— the trade of distilling is not to be disr 
couraged. 

Once more, my Lords, allow me to wonder at the different con- 
ceptions of different understandings. It appears to me, that since 
the spirits v/hich the distillers produce are allowed to enfeeble tlie 
limbs, and vitiate the blood, to pervert the heart, and obscure the 
intellects, that the number of distillers should be no argument in 
their favour ! For I never heard that a law against theft was re* 
pealed or delayed, because thieves were numerous. It appears to 
'me, my Lords, that if so formidable a body are confederated against 
the virtue or the lives of their fellow-citizehs, it is time to put an 
end to the havock, and to interpose, while it is yet in our power to 
stop the destruction. 

As little, my Lords, am I affected with the merit of the wouderr 
ful skill which the distillers ax'c said to have attained : it is, in my 
opinion, no faculty of great use to manldnd, to prepare palatable 
poison ; nor shall I ever contribute my, interest for the reprieve of a 
murdereri because he has, by long practice, obtained gr^t dexterity 
in his trade* : r ,' 

If 'their ! liquors are so delicious, that the people are tempted to 
their own destruction^ let us at length, my Lords, seepre them from 
these fatal ’draughtsi by bursting the vials that contain them ; let 
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113 crush at once tfiese artists in slaughter, who liave reconciled their 
countrymen to sickness and to ruin, and spread over the pitfels of 
debauchery such baits as cannot be resisted 

The noble Lord has indeed admitted, that this bill may not be 
found suSiciently coercive, but gives us hopes that it may be im- 
proved and enforced another year, and persuades us to endeavour 
the reformation of drunkenness by degrees, and above all, to beware 
at present of hurting the manufactuTe. 

I am very far, my Lonls, from thinking, that there are this year 
any peculiar reasons for tolerating murder j nor can I conceive why 
the manufeicture should he held sacred ;iow, if it be to be destroyed 
hereafter} we are, indeed, desired to try how far tlus law will 
operate, that we may he more able to proceed with due regard 
to this valuable manufacture. 

With regard to the operation of the law, it appears to me, that it 
will only enrich the government without reforming the people, and 
I believe there are not many of a different opinion j if any diminu- 
tion of the sale of spirits be eicpected from it, it is to be considered^ 
that this diminution will or will not |je such os is desired for the 
reformation of the people} if it besuflicient, the manufacture is at 
an end, and all the reasons against a higher duty are of equal force 
against this } but if it is not sufficient, we have, at least, omitted 
part -of our duty, and have neglected the health and virtue of 
the people, 

I cannot, my Lords, yet discover, why a reprieve is desired for 
this manufacture, why the present year is not equally propitious to 
the reformation of mankind as any will be that may succeed it. It 
is true we are at war with two nations, and, perhaps, with more } 
but war may be better prosecuted without money than ^vithout 
men, and vve but little consult the military glory of our country, if 
we raise supplies for paying our armies, by the destruction of those 
armies that vye are contriving to pay. 

We have heard the necessity of reforming the nation by degrees, 
urged as an argument for imposing first a lighter duty, and after- 
wards a heavier j this compimsance for wickedness, my Lords, is 
not so defensible as that it should be battered by arguments in form^ 
and therefore, I shall only relate a reply made by Webb, the noted ' 
walker, upon a parallel occasion. 

This man, who must be remembered by many of your Lordships, 
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'was remarkable for vigour, both of mind and bud)’, and lived whol- 
ly upon water for his drink, and chiefly upon vegetables for his 
other sustenance j he was one day recommending his regimen to one 
'of his friends who loved wine, and who perhaps might somewhat 
contribute to the prosperity of this spirituous manufacture, and urged 
him, with great earnestness, to quit a course of luxury by which his 
health and his intellects would equally be -destroyed. The gentle- 
man appeared convinced, and told him, that he would conform to 
his counsel, and thought he could not change his course of life at 
once,' but would leave off strong liquors by degrees. By .degree ! 
says the other, Avith indignation ; if you should unhappily fall into 
the fire, would you caution your servants not to pull you out but by 
degrees? ■ - , - 

_ This answer, my Lords, is applicable in the present casey the 
nation is sunk, into the lowest state of corruption, the people are not 
only vicious but insolent beyond example, they not only break the 
laws but defy them, and yet some of your Lordships are for reform- 
ing them by degrees. . . 

1 am not easily persuaded^ iny Lords, that our ministers really in- 
tend to supply the defects that may hereafter be discovered in this 
bill 3 it will doubtless produce money, perhaps much more than they 
appear to expect from it 5 I doubt not but the licensed retailers will 
he more than fifty thousand, and the quantity retailed must increase 
with the number of retailers. As the bill will therefore answer all 
the ends intended by it, I do not expect to see it altered, for I. have 
never observed ministers desirous of amending their own errors* 
unless they are such as produce a deficiency in the revenue. 

Besides, my Lords, it is not certain, that when this fund is mort- 
gaged to thepublick creditors, they can prevail upon the Commons 
to change the security j they may continue the bill in force for the 
reasons, whatever'they are, for w'hich they have passed it, and the 
good intentions of our ministers, however sincere, may be defeated, 
and drunkenness, legal drunkenness, established in the nation. 

This, my Lords, is very reasonable ; and therefore we ought to 
exert ourselves for the safety of the nation, while the power is yet 
in our own hands, and Without regard to the opinion or proceedings 
of. the other House*, show that we are yet the chief guardians of the 
people/ and the most vigilant adversaries of wickedness. - 

ready compliance of the Commons with the measures pro.. 
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posed in this bill, has been mentioned here -wiili a ^ I suppose, 
of influencing us, but -surely by those who had forgotten our inde- 
pendence, or resigned their own. It U not only the right, but the 
duty of cither House, to deliberate without regard to the determin- 
ations of the otberj for how wouM the nation receive any benefit 
from tlic distinct powers that compose the Jegislaturc, unless their 
determinations are without influence upon each otlicr? If either 
the example or authority of tlic Commons can dUert us from 
following our own convictions, we arc no longer part of the legis- 
lature; we lia\e gircn up our honours and our prisileges, and 
whatthenUourconcurrcncehutslascr\,oroursutrragebutan echo! 

The only argument therefore that now' remain®, is the c\j)cd5enc7 
of gratifj ing those by whose ready subscription the exigencies which 
the counsels of our new statesmen have brouglit upon us, and of 
continuing the security by rrhich they hare been encouraged to 
such liberal contributions. 

Publick credit, my Lords, is indeed of very great importance, but 
publicX credit can never be long supported without publick >irtuej 
fior indeed if tlie government could mortgage the morals and 
health of the people, would it be just or rational to confirm the bar- 
gain. If the minbtry can raise money only by the destruction of 
their fellow-suhjccts, they ought to abandon those schemes for 
which the money is necessary ; for what calamity can be equal to 
xinbounded wickedness? 

But, my Lords, there is no necessity for a choice which may cost 
us or our ministers so mucli regret j for the’ same subscriptions may 
be procured by an oflfer of the same advantages to a fund of any 
other hind, and the sinking fund w ill easily supply any deficiency 
that might be suspected in another scheme. 

To confess the truth, I should feel very little pain from an account 
that the nation was for some time determined to be less liberal of 
their contribution, and tliat money was withlicid, till it was known 
in what expeditions it was to be emplojed, to what princes subsi- 
dies weie to be paid, and wliat advantages were to be purchased by 
it for our country. I should rejoice, my Lords, to bear that the lot- 
tery, by which the vleflcicnries of this duty are to be supplied, was 
not filled; and that the people were grown at last wise enough Ig 
discern the fraud, and to prefo* honest commcicx;, by which all 
may be gainers, to ■& game bj which the greatest number must ccr- 


442 ' DEBATE GN ' Feb; 23. 

tainiy lose^ and in \yhich no luan 'can reasonably expect that he 
shall be the happy favourite of fortune, on whom a prize shall be 
conferred. 

-The lotteries, my Lords, \yhich former ministers have proposed, 
have always been censured by those that saAV their nature and their 
tendency ^ they have been considered as legal cheats, by which the 
ignorant and the rash are defrauded, and the subtle and avaricious 
often enriched j they have been allowed to divert the people from 
trade, and to alienate them from useful industry. A man who is 
uneasy in his circumstances, and idle in his disposition, collects the 
remains of his fortune, arid buys tickets in a lottery, retires from 
business, indulges himself in laziness, and waits, in sonie obscure 
place, the event of his adventure. Another, instead of emjrioying- 
his stock in a shop or warehouse,- rents a garret in a private street, 
and makes it his business, by false intelligence, and chimerical 
alarms, to raise and sink the price of tickets alternatel)^, and takes 
advantage of the Hes which he has himself invented. 

Such, my Lords, is the ti'affick that is produced by this scheme 
of raising money 5 nor vyere these inconveniences unknown to the 
present ministers in the time of : their 'predecessors, whom they 
never failed to pursue with the loudest clamours, whenever the exi- 
gencies of the government reduced them to a lottery. 

If I, my Lords, might presume to recommend to our ministers 
the most probable method of raising a large sum for the payment 
of the troops of the .electorate, I should, instead of the tax and 
lottery now propos.ed, advise them to esta.blish a certain nuiriber of 
licensed \yheel-, barrows, on which the laudable trade of thimble and 
button plight be carried on for the support of the war, and shoe- 
boys might contribute to the defence of tlie House of Austria, by 
raffling for apples. . . 

Haying now, my Lords, examined with the utmost candour, all 
th,e reasons which have been offered in defence, of the bill, I cannot 
conceal the result of my enquiry. The arguments have had so little 
effect upon my understanding, that as every irian judges of others 
by himself,- 1 cannot believe that they have any influence, even upon- 
those that offer them j and therefore I am convinced, that this 
bill must be the result ,of considerations which have been hitherto 
conceded, .and is intended to promote designs which are never to 
be ^covered by the\authors .before their execution. 
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Wth rcaprf to thc«c niolircs nnd designs, liowc%cr artfully con- 
cealed, c\cry Lonl in this assembly Is jet at liberty to offer hU con- 
jectures j and therefore I shall venture to lay before you what lias 
arisen in Tuy mind, without pretending to have diica\cred withab^ 
solute certainly, what such accompli«hcd politiclnns Ime cndca- 
\ouml to conceal. 

When I consider, my Lords, .the tendency of this bill, 1 find it 
ealcubttil only for the propagation of diseases, the titpprcssicr.i of 
industry', and (be dcstruclion of mankind] I find it the most fatal 
engine that eycr ss-as jMiintetl at a people, an engine by svhich tliose 
who are not Killed will be disabled, ond those svho prrecnc their 
limbs, will be dcprirctl of their senses. 

This bill therefore apj>ear8 to be dcsigncti only to thin the ranks 
of mankind, and to disburthcn the world of the multitudes that in- 
habit it i and is, perhaps, the strongest proof of iKiliUcn! sagacity 
that our new minuters liarc yet exhibited. Tlity well know, my 
Lords, tlut (hey arc unh crsally deteste*!, and tliat w hcrorcr a Rriton 
S3 destroyed, (hey arc freed from an enemy; they base therefore 
opened the flood-gates of gin upon the nation, tluii wlicn it Is less 
numcroiw, it may be more i-asily goTcrneO. 

Otlicr ministcca, my Lords, wlio liad not attained to so great a 
knowledge In the art of making s*aruj>on their country, when they’ 
found (heir enemies clamorous and bold, used to awe them with 
prosecutions and penalties, or destroy them like burglars, witb pri- 
sons and wUli gibbets. But c*ety age, my I/ird?, protluet^a lomc 
improvement, and crery nation, however degcnrnite, gi'cs birth at 
some happy period of time to men of great and enterprising genius. 
It is our fortune to be witnesses of anew discovery in polltickaj wp 
may congratulate ourscUcs upon being contcroiximries with thojc 
men who hare sho\vn that Itangmen ond halters ore unnecessary in 
0 state, and that ministers way cscajm the reproach of destroying 
their enemies, by inciting them to destroy Ihcmsehes. 

ThU new mclUod may, indeed, have ujion dvDerent constitution} 
a different operation j it may destroy the Jives of some, and the 
femes of others; but cilherof thes^ocfllcts will answer the purposes 
of (he ministry’, to whom U is indifTcrent, provided the nation 
becQtnca insensible, whether pcetllcncc or lunacy prcvaili among 
thena. Either marl or dead, tl^c greatest part of the people must 
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quick]}' be, or there is no hope of the continuance of the present 
ministry. 

For this purpose, my Lords, what could have been invented more 
efficacious than an establisliment of a certain number of shops at 
which poison may be vended; poison so prepared, as to please the 
palate while it wastes the strength, and to kill only by intoxication ? 
From the first instant that any of (he. enemies of the ministry shall 
grofv clamorous and turbulent, a crafty- hireling may lead him to 
the ministerial slaughter-house, and ply him with their wonder- 
working liquor, till he is no longer able to speak or think ; and, my 
Lords, no man can be more agreeable to our ministers than he 
that can neither speak nor think, except those who speak without 
thinking. 

• But, my Lords, the ministers ought to reflect, that though all 
the people of the present age are their enemies, yet they have made 
no trial of the temper and inclinations of posterity ; our successors 
may be of opinions very different from ours ; they may perhaps ap- 
prove of wars on the continent, while our plantations are insulted, 
and our trade obstructed ; they may think the support of the House 
.of Austria of more importance to us than our own defence, and 
may perhaps so far differ from their fathers, as to imagine the trea- 
sures of Britain very properly employed in supporting the troops, 
and increasing the splendor, of a foreign electorate. 

Since therefore it will not be denied by our ministers, that the 
-affection and gratitude of posterity may atone for the obstinacy^ 
blindness, and malice of the present age; since those measures 
■which are now universally censured, may at some distant time be 
praised ^yith equal unanimity; why, my Lords, should they extend 
their vengeance to the succeeding generation ? why should they 
endeavour to torture their limbs with pains, and load their lives 
}vith the guilt of their parents? why should they hinder that trade 
to which they must owe all the comforts which plenty affords ? why 
should;thny endeavour to intercept their existence, or suffer them 
dp exist only to be wretched ? . 

' If I may once more declare my sentiments, my Lords, I believe 
the ministers do not so much wish' to" debilitate the' bodies as the 
unders-tnndings of posterity, nor so ardently desire a race of cripples 
as of fools. ' _Fot cripples, my Lords, can make no figure at a review, 
nor strut in a red coat with a tolerable grace ; but fools are known 
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Ly long experience to be tbe [)rind|«t support of nn nrmy, since they 
RTC the only persons ^^ho are willing to jny it. » 

Wliatcrcr, my Loitls, be the true fea<«ns for winch this bill is so 
^varrnly promoted, I think they might, nt least, to be deliberately 
examined; and therefore cannot think it consistent ssifh our n^rd 
for the nation to suffer it to be precipitated Into a law. Tlie year, 
roy Lords, is not so fit ad\-anccd as that suppUei may not be raised 
by some other mctliod, if this should be rejected; nor do I think 
Iluil we ought to consent to this, esen though our refusal should 
hinder tlic supplies, since we Ijas-c no rigid, for the sake of any nd- 
stintagc, howeser certain or great, to violate all the laws of heat en 
and earth, to doom thousanils to destruction, ond to fill the cxchc- 
quer with the price of the Uses of our fellotr-subjccts. 

Let us therefore, my Lotds, not suffer oursclrcs to be driven for- 
wani with such liaste as may hinder us from obsening whither we 
are going; let us not be persuaded to preeijiilale cur counsels by 
those who know that all delays will be detrimental to their designs, 
because delays may produce nctv informatiem, and they ore consdouj 
that the bill will be less approved the more it is understood. 

But every reason which they can offer against the motion, is. In 
my opinion, a reason for it ; and therefore I sliall readily agree to 
postpone the clau«e, and no less readily to reject the bill. 

If at last reason and cvidenccarc vain, if neither justice nor com- 
passion can prevail, but the nation must be destroyed for the sup-"* 
port of the gOTcmrocnt, let us at least, roy Lords, confine our ns. 
Bcrtions, in the preamble, to truth ; let us not olfirm that drunken- 
ness is established by the ailvicc or consent of the Lords Spiritual, 
since I am confident not one of them will so far contradict his owm 
doctrine, as to vote for a bill which gives n sanction to one vice, 
and ministers opportunities and temptations to nil others; and 
which, if it be not speedily repealed, will overflow the whole nation 
with a deluge of wickedness. 

Lord ItAY next spoke to the efiect following*— My Lonb, I 
hare attended for a long time to the noble Lord, not without sontc 
degree of uneasiness, ns I think the manner in which he his treated 
the question neither consistent with the dignity of tins Assembly, 
nor with those rules which ought to be ever venerable, the great 
rules of reason and humanity. Yet being now arrived at a time of 
life in vvluch the passions grow calm, and patience easily prevails 
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over any sudden disgust or perturbation, I forbore to disconbcrt 
him, though I have known interruption produced by much slighter 
provocations. x 

It is, my Lords, in rhy opinion/a just maxim, that our delibera- 
tions .can receive very little assistance from merriment and ridicule^ 
and that 'truth is seldbni discovered by those who are chieny.sblicit- 
buAto start a jest. To convince the undcrsl ending, and to tickle 
the fancy, are purposes veiy different, and must be promoted by dif- 
ferent iheahs j nor is he always to imagine himself sUpeiior in the 
dispute, who is applauded with the loudest laugh. 

To laugh, my Lords, and to endeavour to communicat e the samd 
mitth to others, when great affairs arc to he considered j is ccrlainlj 
to neglect the end for which we arc assembled, and the reasons for 
which the privilege of debating was originally granted iis. For 
doubtless, my Lords, our honouis and onr ])Ower were not confer- 
red upon us, that we might be mciry with the better gmcc, or that 
we might mebt at certain times to divert ourselves witli turning the 
great affairs of the nation to ridieule. 

But, .my Lords, still less defensible is this practice, when we arc 
contnving' the relief of misery, or tlie reformation of vice; wdien 
calamities are preying upon thousands, and the happiness not onlf 
of the present age, but of posterity, must depend upon our rcsblu- 
tions. He that can divert' himself with the sight of rhisery, has 
surely vfery little clairii to the great praise of humanity and tender- 
ness j nor can . he be justly exempted frdni the censure of increasing 
evils, who wartes in laughter and jocularity that time in ‘which- he 
might relieve them. 

The bill ihovf before us has been represented by tlioSe that oppose 
it, 'as big With destruction, and dangerous both tO the lives, aiid to 
the virtue of the people. We have been told, tliat it will at once 
fill the land .with sickness and with villainy, and that it ivill beat 
the same time fatal to our trade, and to Our power ; yet 'those who 
are willing to be thought fearful of ’all these evils,- and ardently de- 
sirous ufsiverting theni frbifi their fcbuhtry, bahndt without laugh- 
ter '.mentidn the bill- which' they Oppose, or eniiiherate the conse- 
quences Which they dread from iti 'iii any Other language than: that 
Of irony :an(i-;burlesque. , ; • 

■ ’‘Surely; imy .Lco-dsi'r.suchiCoriduct giieS fe'dsdri' fdf questioning 
either ;theif humanity; rot their^sincerity ; for df they really fear siicii 
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dreadful calamities, "how can they be at leisure fo^ mirth and gai- 
ety’ howcantheysportOTcrthe grave of millions, and indulge th%if 
\-ain ridicule, when the ruin of their country is approaching’ 

But without enquirj', whether they who oppose the bill will grant 
their opposition hypocritical, or their pati iotisin languid, I shall lay 
my opinion of this new regulation before your Lordships with b4ual 
freedom, though with less luxuriance bf imagination, and less gai^ 
ety of language. ’ 

r Of this bill, notwithstanding the acuteness with which it has been 
examined, and the acrimony with which it has been censured, I am 
not afraid to affirm, that it is neither wicked nor absurd, that all 
its parts are consistent, and that the effects to be expected from it 
are sobriety and health. I cannot find upon the clbsest examina- 
tion, either that it will defeat its own end, or that the end proposed 
by it is different from that which h professed. < ‘ 

The charge of encouraging vice and tolerating drunkenness; with 
which the defenders of this bill have been so liberally aspersed, may 
be, in my opinion, more justly retorted upon those that oppose It; 
■who, though they plead for the cbntinuance bf h law, rigorous in* 
deed, and well intended, own that it has by the experience of Seve- 
ral yeSrs bben found ineffectual. 

What, ray Lords, cart a drunkard or a piofiigafe be supposed to 
wish, but that the law may still remain in ils present state, that he 
may still be pursued in a track by vVKch he knows how to escape* 
and opposed by resthiints which’ he is able to break’ ^Vhat can he 
desire, but that the book of statutes should lie dseless, and thit no 
laws should be made against him, but such as cannot he pbt in 
execution ? 

The defects of the present lawdrc'inQeeQ ^ery taiunerbUs ; 'nor 
oXight it to be continued, even though no other were to he substi- 
tuted It seems to suppose the use of diitilled liquors absolutely^- 
unlawful, and tHereford imposed u|>on licenfces a duty so enormous, 
that only three werd takfn in the whold kingdom, and the people 
were therefore obliged to obtain by illegal methods What they cbltld 
riot persuade thertisfelves wholly to forbear, ^ 

The mfethod of detecting offenders wa^ likewise sufch as gave op- 
portunity for villainy to triu&iph over innobe^ned^ and for pbrjury to 
grdw rich with the plnndfer bf thS jwor. Even charity itself roi^t 
be punished by it j and he that gave a glaSs of spirits to z maft faint- 
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ing ilnder povertvj or sickness,' or fatigue, inighfbe punished as a 
retailer of spirits without a licence. ; 

These defects, which were not seen when the law was made, soon 
exeited a dislike. No man enforced the execution of it, hccausc 
every man knew that on some occasions he might himiself break it; 
and they who suffered for the violation of it, were often pitied by 
those whose pfhce obliged them to punish them. Thus the law,- 
after having been executed a few months with rigour, was laid aside 
as impracticable, hnd appears now to be tacitly repealed ; for it is 
apparently an empty form without effect. 

, If therefore the use of spirits be su destructive as is generally al-: 
lowed, it is surely necessary, that the’ legislature should at last re- 
pair the defects of the former law, and the nation should not be 
vitiated and.ruined, without some endeavours'for its preservation ; 
and, in my opinion, to lay a double duty upon these liquors, is very 
^rational and prudentl An increase of the price must lessen the 
consumption, '; . ; ; ' 

To what degree the consumption will.be diminished by this hew 
duty, r ani not able to foretel ; but undoubtedly some thminutidn’ 
will be produced, and the least, diminution will afford us this com- 
fort, that the evil does not increase.iipon us, and that this lawiis". 
therefore better tharf that which we have repealed-. ; » 

L For this reason, my Lords,- I approve the present ' bill, without 
enquiring whether it is perfect ; it is sufficient for me in the pre-: 
sent exigence, that the nation' will gain something by the change, 
and'the people will be drawn nearer to' sobriety> temperance, andr 
industry, ' ^ - I : 

Thus, my Lords, without paying any regard to the determination 
of the other House, I think the bill sufficiently defensible by. reason 
and policy ; nor can I conceal my opinion, that those who oppose it. 
are the Teal enemies of their country. : . 

[The question, 'Whether the House should now be resumed,, was 
then put, anddetermined in the negative by 56 against 35. ; 

TJhe other clauses were then read, 'arid agreed to. 

The course of their proceedings then required, that a day should-. 
be appointed for the third reading, and, Lord Sandwich therefore 
rose, and spoke to the. following effect;] . . . ; r 

My Lords, as the importance of the bill now beforejus justly, de-^. 
marids thematufest consideration, -it is 'riot- ivithout unusual cori-:i 
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cern, that I ohserve the absence of many Lords, for vrhose wisdom 
and experience I ha\e the highest \eneration, and whom I esteem 
equally for their penetration and their integrity. I should hope, 
that all those who feel in their hearts the love of their country, and 
are conscious of abilities to promote its happiness, would assemble 
on this great occasion, and that the collective wisdom of tills 
House would be exerted, when the Ihes and fortunes, and, what is 
yet more worthy of regard, the virtue of the people is imohed in 
the question. 

' As there can be no avocations which can possibly withhold a wise 
loan from counsels of such moment to his country, to himself and 
to his postcrityj as there is no interest equhaltnt to the general 
happiness, I cannot suppose, that either business or pleasure detain 
those who Iiave not attended at the examination of this hill j and 
therefore imagine, that they arc absent only because they have not 
been sufTiciently informed of the importance of the question tJut 
was this day to bo discussed. 

’ It is therefore, my Lords, necessarj', in my opinion, that on the 
day of the third reading they be again summoned to attend, tliat 
the law, which is allowed to be only on experiment, of which the 
event is absolutely uncertain, may be c.xnmincd with the utmost 
care } that all Its consequences maybe known, so far as human wis- 
dkim is able to discover, and that vve may at least be exempt from 
the irapulatioQ of being negligent of the welfare of our country, 
and of being desirous of avoiding infcirmalion or enquiry, lest they 
should retard our measures, or contradict our assertions. 

But since it is reasonable to believe, my Lords, that many of those 
who might assist us in this diflvcult enquiry', are now in the coun- 
try, it is necessary, that our summons may have the efiect which is 
desired, to defer the reading for some time. For to what puiqiObe 
will it be to require their presence at a time, at which we know it 
is impossible for them to comply with our orders’ To direct what 
cannot be done, is surely in its own nature absurd and contempti- 
ble, and on tliis occasion will expose not only our understanding but 
our honesty to doubts , for it will be imagined, that vve are only en- 
deavouring to make false shows of caution and accuracy, and that 
vve in reality desire to determine, witliout the concurrence of those 
whose presence we puhlickly require. 

I therefore move, that the third reading of this bill may be de- 
Vou 11. 2 G 
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• layed five days; and that immediate snndmons be issued for all Lords 

to attend. . / ^ 

Lord Carteret spoke next in substance as follows : — My Lords, 
if it is the intention of , tlie noble Lords to debate once more the 
usefulness or expedience of this bill, if they have any new argument 
to produce, or are desirous of another opportunity to repeat those 
which have been already heard, I hope they will not long withhold, 
efiher from themselves or theii' opponents, that satisfaction. 

Your Lordships are so well acquainted with the state of the pub- 
lick, and know so well the danger of the liberties of the continent, 
the power of the enemies whom we ai*e to oppose, the dreadful con- 
sequences of an unsuccessful oppofition, and the necessity of vigour 
and e5:pedition to procure success, that it cannot be necessary to 

• urge the impropriety of delaying the bill from which the supplies ' 

are to be expected. ■ . 

The convenience of deferring this bill, however plausibly repre- 
sented by the noble Lord who made the motion, is overbalanced by 
the necessity of considering it to-morro%v. Necessity is an argu- 
ment which no acuteness can overthrow, and against which elo- 
qumce will be employed to little purpose.- I therefore, my Lords, 
oppose the motion, not that it is unreasonable in itself, but because 
it cannot be admitted j I recommend dispatch on this occasion, not 
because it is barely right, but because it is. absolutely necessar)^ 

Lord Hervey then rose up, and spoke to the following effect : — 
My Lords, it is always the last resource of ministers to call those 
measures necessary which they cannot show to be just; and when 
they have tried all the arts of fallacy and illusion, and found them 
all baffl^, to stand at bay, because they can fly no longer, look theLr 
opponents boldly in the face, andEtun them with the formidable 
mu’^d - of necessity. . 

• But it is generally the fortune of ministers to discover necesshy 
much sooner than they whose eyes are not sharpened by employ- 
ments ; they frequently call that necessity, on which no other man 
would bestow the title of expediency ; and that is seldom necessary 
to be done, which others do not think necessary to be avoided. 

At present, my Lords, I see nothing necessary, but -what is 
' equally necessary at all times, tliat we do our duty to our country, 
and discharge our trust, without sufiering ourselves to be terrified 
with imaginary dange^rs, or allured by imaginary benefits. The war 
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>vhich ii said to produce the necessity of this bill, is, in ray opinion, 
not necessary in itself: and if your Lordshij[is differ from me in that 
Eentiment, it must jet be allowed, that there ii time sulTidcnt to 
proride supplies by new methods. 

But, inylx>rds, if the motion, in which I concur, beo^er-ruled 
on 3 pretence of necessity, it will show an eager desire to hasten -a 
bill, nhich if referred to any twelve men not of cither House of the 
Senate, their examination would terminate in this, that tliey bring 
it in guilty of toilful murder. , ' ' 

. I/ord CuQi.MosnEi.t:Y spoKe next, in substance as follows Jfy 
Lords, as there is nn doubt but particular measures may be some- 
times riecesaarj’, I discover no reason tlwt ought to hinder the men- 
tion Of that necessity j for surely where it can be asserted with truth, 
it Is the most powerful of all aignmcnts, and cannot bo wisely or 
Jjonestly neglected. 

In the present case, my Lords, I can discover no improjiriety in 
mentioning it j for I suppose tliat noble X-ord did not intend to re- 
strain it to the moat rigorous sense j he did not mean, that there is 
tljojame necessity of reading this bill to-morrow foy the success of 
tVft war, aa of estlngulslwag a fire for the preserratvon of a towwi 
but that the reasons for dispatch absolutely overbalanced all the 
picas that conld be offered for delays. 

Tliis necessity, my Lords; I am not ashamed to assert after him# 
nor can I think it consistent with common prudence, in tlie present 
situation of our affairs, to defer the third reading beyond to-mor- 
row } for the suppUes which this bill must produce, are to be em- 
ployed in attempts of the utmost importance, and which cannot fail 
without the ruin of a great part of inanVind, and nn irreparable in- 
jury to this nation. , 

' I cannot therefore but confess my surprise at the vehemence with 
which this bill is Opposed; vehemence so turbulent and'Cerpe, that 
some Lords have been transported beyond that decency which it » 
'our duty and our interest to preserve in our deliberations; nor have 
restiained themselves from expressions, which, upon reflection, I 
beUeve they will not think defensible j from among which I cannot 
but paitieulaiize the horrid and opprobrious term of murder. 

Tlie rev erend prelate, wlvo have spoken against the bill, may be 
easily believed to be as zealous for virtue as those who hav e indulged 
themselves in this violence of language; yet they have never 
52G2 
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charged those who defend the measm*es now proposed with the guilt 
of murder, but have decently delivered their own' opinions, without, 
reproaching those who differ from them. ' v - 

For my part, my Lords, as I cannot think the motion for further 
delay, seasonable or proper, or necessary to the discovery of truth, 
or consikent with the welfare of the nation, it is my resolution to 
vote against it, , • - 

The Duke of Bedford spoke next, in substance as follows My 
Lords, the ardour with which the noble Lord appears to resent the 
indignity offered to the bill, kows only that he'himself approves it,, 
but hot, that it deserves the approbation of tire House, 

I think it of use, notwithstanding the plausible pleas of decency 
or politeness, that every thing should in this House be called by its 
right name, that we may not dispute for one thing and vote for 
another 3 and since the bill, will certainly destroy multitudes, if it 
promotes the sale of distilled spirits, and it has been proved that it 
will promote it, I know not by what appellation to denominate its 
effects, if that be denied me, which has been already used, 

[The Speaker then put the question in form, Is it your Lord- 
ships’ pleasure, that the third reading of the bill be put off for five 
da}’s ?” It was resolved in the negative by 52 to 29. ^ ^ 

It was then ordered, that the bill should be read a third time 
OH' the day following, and that the Lords should be summoned 
to attend. 

On the next day the House, according to the order, met, and 
another debate ensued,' which was begun by LordTiERVEY, who 
spoke in substance as follows :] 

My Lords, the tendency of the bill, which we are now to approve 
or reject, is so apparently destructive to the ends of government, so 
apparently dangerous to publick happiness, and so contrary to the 
institutions of the most celebrated lawgivers, and the policy of the 
■most flourishing nations, that I still continue to think it my duty 
to struggle against it. - , ^ ■ 

Almost e^’cry legislator of the world, my Lords, from whatever 
original he derived his authority^ has exerted it in the prohibili&n. 
of such foods as tended to injure the health, and destroy the vigour, 
of Hie people for whom he designed his institutions, 

Tlic great instructor of the Jc^vs, who delivered his laws by di- 
vine authority, prohibited the use of swine’s flesh, for ho other 
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cause, £0 far as human reason is able to discover, tlian that it cor- 
rupted the blood, and produced loathsome diseases and maladies 
which descended to poattrityj and therefore in prohibiting, after 
his example, the use of liquors uhich produce the same elTccts, n c 
shall follow the authority of the great Governor of the uni%crse. 

The author of another religion, a religion founded indeed on su- 
perstition and credulity, but uhtch prciails oter a verj great part 
of the earth, has laid his follow ers under icstraints still more severe; 
he has forbidden them to dispel their cares, or exalt their pleasures, 
with wine, has banished from their banquets that useful opponent 
of troublesome reflection, and doomed all those who rccciic his law, 
not to sobriety only, but to abstinence. ’■ 

The authority of this man, my Lords, cannot indeed be urged as 
"unexceptionable and decisiicj but the reception of his imposture 
shows, at least, that he was not unacquainted with human nature, 
and that he knew how to adapt his forgeries lo the nations among 
which he rented them j nor can it be denied, but tlic prohibition 
of wine ^vas found generally useful, since it obtained so ready a 
compliance. ' •• 

All nations In the world, my Lords, in cicry ago of which there 
remain any historical accounts, hate agreed in the necessity of lay- 
ing restraint upon appetite, and setting bounds to the wantonness 
of luxury, ctery legislature has cjaimcd and practised the right of 
withholding those pleasures which the people have appeared inchned 
to use to excess, and preferring the safety of multitudes whom li- 
berty would destroy, to the convenience of those who would Iiave 
enjojed it within the limits of reason and of virtue. 

'file welfare of the publick, my Lords, has alw.ays been allowed 
the supreme law ; and vv hen any governors sacrifice the general good 
either to private views, or temporary convenience, they deviate at 
once from integrity and 'polity, they betray their trust, and neglect 
their interest. 

Tlie prohibition of those commodities vvhic]i arc instrumental to 
vice, is not only dictated policy but nature ,* nor docs it indeed 
lequiic much sagacity, when the evil is Known, to find the proper 
remedy; for even the Indians, who have not yet reduced the art of 
government to a science, nor learned to make long harangues upon 
the different interests of foreign powers, the nece&sity of raising 
supplies, or the importance and extent of manufactures, have 
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yet been able to discoverj that distilled spirits are pernicious to so- 
ciety^ aild that the use of them can only be hindered by prohibiting 

the sale. ' ' 

■ ' . ' ' • • • • • * 

For this reason^ my LordSj they have petitioned, that none of this 
delicious poison should be imported from Britain j they have desired 
us to confine this fountain of wickedness and misery to stream in 
our-own country, without pouring upon them those inundations of 
debauchery, by which we are ourselves overflowed. 

When we may be sent \vith justice to learn fi-om the imdc and ig- 
norant Indians the first elements of civil wisdom, w'c have surely not 
much right to boast of our foresight and knowledge ; we must 
surely confess, that we ha\u hitherto valued ourselves upon our arts 
with very little reason, since we have not learned how to preserve 
^either wealth or virtue, either peace or commerce. 

The maxims of our politicians, my Lords, differ widely from 
those of the Indian savages, as they are the effects of longer consi- 
deration, and reasonings formed upon more extensive views. What 
Indian, my Lords, Would have contiived to hinder his countrymen 
from drunkenness, by placing that liquor in their houses which 
tempted them to excess j or would have discovered, that prohibi- 
tions only were the cause of boundless excesses j that to subdue the 
appetite nothing was necessary but to solicit it ; and that what was 
always offered would never be received ? The Indians, in the simpli- 
city of men unacquainted with European and British refinements, 
imagined, that to put an end to the use of any thing, it was only 
necessary to take it awayj and conceived, that they could not pro- 
mote sobriety more effectually, than by allowing the people nothing 
with which thep could be drunk. 

But if our politicians should send missionaries to teach them the 
aft of government, they would quickly be shown, that if they would 
accomplish their design, they must appoint every tenth man among 
them to distribute spirits to the nine, and to drink them himself in 
what quantity they shall desire, and that then the peace of their 
countiy will be no longer disturbed by the quarrels of debauchery^ 

It is indeed not Without amazement, that I hear this bill seiious- 
ly defended as a scheme for suppressing dmnkenness, and find some 
Lords, Who admit that fifty thousand houses.will be opened for the 
publicli sale of spirits, assert that a less quantity of spirits will 
he sold. ' ' . . : . . , 
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The foulicIiUon'ot Ihw opinidh is id ileelf very iincerlain j for no-- 
lliios more U urged, tat that aU who f ell under tlic cinclion of a : 
Rccncc, will bo ready to Inforui against those by whom no liccneo 
has been purehased i and that therefore filly thousand lieensed re- 
tailcre may hurt a greater nutuliettshowoss tell spirits laopiwsltian 
to the Li^r. 

All thU, my Lords, is very far from certainty j for H cannot he 
prored, that there nre now so great a number of tttaUeta m this act 
may produce : it is libely that security will enctnirage many to en- 
gage in this trade, who arc at present deterred from it by danger. 
It is possible, tliat those wlio purchase licences may ncwrlliclc<s 
forbear to prosecute those that tell spirits without the protection of 
the law. Tliey may forbear, myI.donls, from the common iirinci- 
plcs of humanity, because they think tlio«e poor traders dcsciac ra- 
ther pity tlian punlshriicnt j they may forbear from n principle iliat 
hpemtes more frequently, and tooojlcn more strongly, n rcganl to 
their own interest. They may fhenweircs oITcnd the l.w by some 
other parts of their conduct, and may be unwilling to provoke nn 
inspection into their own actions, by betmying o/lidously the faulli 
of their neighbours! or they maybe Innucnecd by Immediate (er- 
rors, and expect to be hunted to death hy the rage of the 
populace. 

All these considerations may be urged against the only suppoal- 
tion tliat has been matle, with any show of reason, in f.ivour of the 
bill j and of ilicsc various circurostonccs, some ono or other svill al- 
most ahrays be found. Every' man will liavc either fear or pity, be- 
cause almost every good man is inclined to coro|jawlon, and every 
wicked man is in danger from tlic law j and 1 do not see any reason 
for imagining, that Uie pcojde will tolcralo infoimcrs more willingly 
now than in the late years. 

' But suppose if should be ^nted, llmugh it cannot be certain, 
and lias not yet been shown to bo probable, that the chndcstinc 
trade will be interrupted j 1 am not able to follow these ministerial 
reasoners imfnttliately to the conscqucnccuhlch tiieydraw from this 
concession, and which must be drawn from it, if k be of any use in 
the decision of the question, nor can see that the consumption of 
spirituous liquors will be made less. 

Let US examine, my Ixjriis, (he prcnikcs and the consequences 
together, without sufleripg our attention to be led nslmy by useless 
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digressions. Spirits will now be sold only witli licence ! therefore 
less -will be sold than when it was sold only by stealth ! 

Surely, my Lords, such arguments will not much influence this 
Assembly. Why, my Lords, should less be bought now than for- 
merly ? It is not denied, that there will be in every place a licensed 
' shop, where drunkards may riot in sccuril)- j .and what can be more 
inviting to wretches who place in drunkenness their utmost felicity ? 
If you should fa vounably suppose no more to be sold, yet why should 
those who now buy any supposed quantity, buy less when the i-c- 
straint is taken away ? 

-If it be urged, that the present law docs in reality impose no re- 
straint, the intended act will make no alteration. There is no real 
prohibition now, there will be no nominal jjrohibilion hereafter; 
and therefore the law will only produce what its advocates c.vpcct 
from it, a yearly addition to the revenue of the government. But, 
my Lords, let us at last enquire to what it is to be imputed, that 
the present law swells the statute-book to )io purpose r and why t his 
pernicious trade is carried on with confidence and security, in op- 
position to the law ? It will not surely be confessed, that the govern- 
ment has wanted authority to execute its own laws ; that the legis- 
lature has been awed by the populace, by the di-cgs of the populace, 
the drunkards and the beggars ! Yet when the provisions made for 
the execution of a law so salutar)', so just, and so necessary, were, 
found defective, why were not others substituted of greater ciTicacy? 
Why, when one informer was torn in pieces, were there not new 
securities proposed to protect those who should by the same offence 
displease the people afterwards ? 

The law, my Lords, has failed of a great part of its effect ; but it 
has failed by cowardice on one part, and negligence on another: 
and though the duty, as it was laid, ■was in itself somewhat invidi- 
ous, it would however have been enforced, could the revenue have 
gained as ipnch by the punishment as was gained by the toleration 
of debaucher3\ • 

It has however some effect ; it may be imagined, tliat no man can 
be trusted, where he is not known, and that some men are known 
too , well to be tnisted ; and therefore many must be occasionally 
hindered from drinking spirits, while .the law remains in its prekht 
state; who, when ho\ises are set open by licence, will never want 
an opportunity of coznplying with their appetites, but may at any 
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tinie enter. cbnfidcritly» and call for poison, and mingle with numer- 
ous assemblies met only to provohe each other to intemperance by 
a kind of brutal emulation and obstreperous merriment. 

^ This bill therefore, my Lords, 'is, as it has been termed, only an 
experiment; an experiment, my Lords, of a very daring kind, which 
none would hazard but empirical politicians. ' It is an experiment 
to discover how far the vices of the populace may be made useful to 
the government, what taxes may be raised upon poison, and how 
much the Court may be enriched by (he destruction of the subjects. 

The tendency of this bill is so evident, that those who appeared 
as its advocates have rather endeavoured to defeat their opponents 
by charging their proposals with absuidity, than by extenuating the 
ill consequence of their own scheme.' 

' Their principal charge is, tliat those wlio oppose the hill recom- 
mend a total prohibition of all spirits. This assertion gives them 
an. opportunity of abandoning their omi cause, to expatiate upon, 
the innocent uses of spirits, of their efficacy in medicine, and tlicir 
convenience in domesUck business, and to advance a multitude of 
positions which they know will not be denied, but which may be at 
once made useless to them ; by assuring them, that no man desires 
to ‘destroy the distillery for the pleasure of destroying it, or intends 
any thing more than' some provisions which may hinder distilled 
spirits from being drunk by common people upon common oc- 
casions. 

Having thus obviated the only answer that has hitherto been 
made'to the strong arguments which liavc been offered against the 
bill, I must declare, that I have heard nothing else that deserves an 
answer, or that can possibly make any impression in favour of the 
bill; a bill, my Lords, teeming with sedition and idleness, diseases 
and robberies ; a bill that vyiH enfeeble the body, corrupt the mind, 
and turn the cities of this populous kingdom into prisons for vil- 
lains, or hospitals for cripples; and which I think it therefore our 
duty to reject. 

- Lord Lonsuaue next spoke to the effect following : ^My Lords, 

thebjll, on.whichweare nowfinaUytodetermme,isofsuchatend- 
ency that it cannot be made a law, without an open and avowed 
- disregard of all the rules which it h6s been hitherto thought the 
general interest of human nature to preserve inviolable. It is 
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opposite at once to the precepts of the and the practice of the 
good, to the original principles of virtue and the established max* 
ims of policy. 

I shall, however, only consider it with relation to policy, because 
the other considerations will naturally coincide j for poliej’ is only the 
connexion of prudence with goodness, and directs only what virtue 
each particular occurrence requires to he immediately practised. 

The first principle of polic}', my Lords, f cachrj? us, that the power 
and greatness of a state arises from the number of its people j unin- 
habited dominions are an empty show, and serve only to encumber 
the nation to which they belong; they arc a kind of pompous onia- 
ments, which must he thrown away in time of danger, and equally 
unfit for resistance and retreat. 

- In the present war, my Lords, if the number of our people were 
equdl to that of the two nations against which, we arc engaged, the 
narrowness of our dominions would give us a resistless superiority ; 
as we have fewer posts to defend, we might send more forces to 
attach bur enemies, who must he weak in every part, because they 
must be dbpersed to a very great axtent. The torrent of war, as 
a flood of water, is onlyriolent wliilc it is confined, hut loses its force 
as it is more diffused. 

. In consequence of this maxim, my Lords, it is proposed, that be- 
cause we are at Avar against two mighty poAA’crs, avc shall endeavour 
to destroy by spirits at home those aa-Iao cannot fall by the sword of 
the enemy, and that avc endeavour to hinder the production of 
another generation ; for it is well known, my Lords, and has in 
this debate been universally alloAVcd, that the present practice of 
drinking spirits Avill not only desti'oy the present race, but debilitate 
the next. 

, This surel)', my Lords, is a time at AA'hich aa'c ought very sttidi- 
oUsly to Avatch over the preservation of those lives AA'hich avc are not 
compelled to expose, and endeavour to retrieve the losses of AA'ar by 
encouraging industry, temperance, and sobriety. 

, ‘Another principle of goA crnment AA’hich the AA'isdom of our pro- 
genitors established, Avas to suppress vice AA'ith the utmost diligence; 
for as vice must always produce misei'}' to those Avhom it infects, 
and danger to those Avho are ebnriderod as its enerniSy it is cohtraiy 
to, the end of government ■ and the goA crnment Avhich encourages 



A. 1742-3. SHRlTUOUS’tlQUOtlS. 459 

vice is necessarily labouring for ita own Aestniclion j for the good 
will not support it, because they are not benefited by it, smdthe 
wicbal will betray it, because they are Avicked. 

How little then, my Ixirds, do our sagacious politicians under- 
stand their own interest by promoting drunkenness and luxury, of 
uir*ch the natural train of consequences are idleness, necessity, 
wickedness, desperation, sedition, and anarchy i How little do they 
understand what it is that gUes stnhiUty to the fabrick of our con- 
stitution, if they imagine it can long stand, when it is not supported 
by virtue* 

In con«cquence of these limims, another may be adranced, that 
all tiades which tend to impair cither the health or- virtue of tlie 
people, should be interdicted ; for since the strength of the commu- 
nity consists in the number and the happiness of the people, no 
trade deserves to be cultivated which does not contribute to the one 
or the other j for the end of trade, as of all other human attempts, 
is the attainment of happiness. 

If any trade that conduces not to the happiness of the community 
by increasing either the number or the virtue of the pcoplcj be 
industriously cultivated, the legislature ought to suppress it> if any 
manufacture that administers temptations to wickedness be fiourisli* 
log and extensive, it has already been too long indulged; and the 
government can atone for its remissness only bj rigorous inhibition, 
severe prosecutions, and vigilant enquiries. 

That the tiude of distilling, my Lords, had advanced so fast 
among us, that our manufacturers of poison are arrived at the 
utmost degree of skill In their profession, and that the draughts 
which they prepare are greedily swallowed by those who rarely look 
beyond the present moment, or enquire what price must bo paid 
for the present gratification j that the people liave been so long 
accustomed to daily stupefaction, that they arc become mutinous 
if they are restrained from it; and that the law which was intended 
to suppress their luxury'* cannot, without tumults and bloodshed, 
be put in execution j are, in my opinion, very aflccting considera- 
tions, but they can surely be of no use for the defence of this bill. 

The more estensiv e the trade of distilling, the more must swallow 
the poison which it affords ; the more palatable the liquor is m'ade^ 
the 'more d^gexoua is the t-miptationj and the more corrupt the , 
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people arc become, the more urgent is the nccc.islty of cxtii-pating 
those that have corrupted them. 

I am not,, my Lords, less convinced of the importance of trade, 
than those Lords who have spoken in the most pathet ick language 
for the continuance of the manufacture j hut my regard for trade 
naturally determines me to vote against a hill by which idleness, 
the pest of commerce, must be encouraged, and tliosc hands, by 
which our trade is to be carried on, must be first enfeebled and soon 
afterwards destroyed. 

Nor is this kind of debauchery, my Lords, less destructive to the 
interest of those whose riches consist In lands, than of those who 
are engaged in commerce ; for it undoubtedly hinders the consump- 
tion of almost every thing that land can ijroducc; of that corn 
which should be made into bread, and brewed into more wholesome 
drink j of that flesh which is fed for the market, and even of that 
.wool which should be worked into cloth. It has been often men- 
tioned ludicrously, but with too much truth, that strong liquors arc 
to the meaner people, meat, drink, and clothes j that they depend 
upon them alone for sustenance and warmth, and that they desire 
to forget their wants in drunkenness rather than supply them. If 
we therefore examine this question with regard to trade, we shall 
find, that the money which is spent in dnmkenncss for the ad- 
, vantage only of one distiller, would support, if otherwise e.xpcndcd, 
a great number of labourers, husbandmen, and traders; since one 
man employed at the still may supply with the means of debauchery 
such numbers, as could not be furnished with innocent victuals and 
.warm clothes, but by the industry of many hands, and the concur- 
rence of many trades.' 

Numbers, my Lords, arc necessary to success in commerce as in 
war; .if the manufacturers be few, labour will be dear, and the 
.value of the commodity must always be proportioned to the price of 
labour. 

, These, my Lords, are the arguments by which I have hitherto 
been incited to oppose this bill, which I have hot found that any of 
its defenders can elude or repel; for they content themselves with 
a cowardly concession to the multitude, allow them to proceed in 
.wickedness, confess they have found themselves unable to oppose 
;their sovereign pleasure, or to withhold them from pursuing their 
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.own jnclinMions;nt»10iercroT«lKi>-csagncious!y«}ntrivf<la*chfmo, 
by Vfliich they hojtc to gain wme athanlagc from the view «hid» 
Ihty cannot reform. * . ' ‘ ' 

■ But who, my Lortb, can, without homw nntl indignation, hear 
thc^ wlto arc cntnwtwl with the care of tlie imhllck, contriving id 
take achantage of the ruin of their counirj- ? 

- Let otlicrs, my I^rds, vole os their consciences will lUrcct them, 
I shall likewise follow the tlicfatcj of my heart, and sliall a\oltl nny 
concurrence with a sclicmc, tUilch, though it nwy for a time benefit 
the government, must destroy the strength and virtue of the ]>cojde, 
and at once Imjralr our trade nnd dc|>opulafc our country. 

■ I.onl CARTcncr then rose »j>, nnd «pD\e in sul^^tance m follows ; 
— My IxrtU, the warmth with which tins debate lias been hilberto 
carried on, and with svldch the progrtsi of this hill Im been op« 
po^cd, is, in myojjmion, tobclmjmlctl lo.Mrongjrrejudircs, fonned 
when the <}ueatlon was first projwjerlj liy which the noble l^scds 
hincliccn incited towanndcclamationsandvlolenl invectives; who 
Kaving once heated their minds witi» .•ii«|>ielons, have not Ijcrn able 
to consider tV.e propo'dlions before them witiv eaUnnws ami Imjuf- 
llality j but liave imrsuetl their first notions, and have cmployctl their 
eloquence, in disjdaying the absunlity of positions never mliancctl, 
and the mlschitTorcon«oqucnccs which will never he jiroduccd. 

It is first to be considered, my I^ids, that this bill Is Intended, 
not to promote, but to hinder, the eonsimiptbm of spirituous li- 
quors j it is Ihcreforc by no mc.ans necc£>i?y ti>cs[».itl:ite upon that 
which is prcsujqxTicd in the bill, the pcnncloui quality of spirits, 
the detestable nature of drunkenness, flic wickedness or miseries 
which arc produced by it. Almost .all that las Uen urged by the 
noble Lords who have spoken with the greate.sl warmth ngalml the 
hill, may reasonably be conccivcil (o have been advanced for it by 
tho«c who projected it; of w'liom it may be justly Ininglncd, flat 
they were fully convinced how much spirits" were abused bv the 
common people, and how much that abuse contrllmted in the wick- 
edness which at present prevails mnongst vts, since lUey tboiigUl it 
necessary to prevent them by a new law. 

But, my Lords, when theysaw, that the abuse of didilltd liquors 
was in a very high degree detrimental to the publick, they saw likr- 
ivisc, that the trade of distilling was of great use; that it employed 
great numbers of our people, and eonsmnod a great pari of thepro- 
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duce of our lauds j and that therefore it could not be suppressed^ 
without injuring the publich, by reducing many families to sudden' 
poverty, and by depriving the farmers of a market for a great part; 
of their corn. Tn the plains of the western part of t his island, the 
grain that is chiefly cultivated is barley, and that , barley is chiefly; 
consumed by the distillers ; nor, if they should be at once suppress- 
ed, could the husbandman readily sell the produce of his labour and 
his grounds, or the landlord receive rent from his estate; since it 
would then produce nothing, or, what is in effect the same, notlxing; 
that could be sold. 

It is indeed possible, my Lords, that the Dutch might buy it ; but 
then it must be considered, that we must pay them money for the 
favoui*; since we allow a premium upon exportation; and that we. 
shall buy it back again in spirits, and consequently pay them for 
manufacturing our own product. For it is not to be imagined, that 
any law will immediately reclaim the dispositions, or, reform the ap- 
petites, of the people.; , They are well known to have drunk spii’its 
before they w'ere made in our country, and to indulge themselves 
at present in many kinds of luxury whicli are yet loaded with a very 
high tax. It is not therefore probable, that upon the iinposkion of 
a high duty they will immediately desist fi’om drinldng spirits ; .they 
will indeed, as now, drink those which can be most easily procured; 
and if, by a high tax suddenly imposed, foreign spirits be made 
cheaper than our own, foreign spirits will only be used, our distil- 
lery will be destroyed, and our people will yet not be reformed. 

That heavy taxes will not deter tljc people from any favourite en- 
joyment, lias been already shown by the unsuccessfulness of the last 
attempt to restrain them from the use of spii’its, and may be every 
day discovered fi’om the use of tobacco, which is universally taken 
by the common people, though a very high duty is laid upon it, and 
though a King thought it so pernicious that he employed ' his pen 
against it. The Commons therefore pzudently forbore to use vio^ 
lent measures, which might disgust the people, but which they had 
no reason to believe: sufficient to reform them, and tliouglit it more* 
expedient to proceed by more gentle methods, which might operate 
by Imperceptible , degrees, and which might be made more forcible 
and compulsive, if they should be found ineffectual. ' 

Another evil will by this method likewise be avoided, vyhich is the ' 
certain consequence of high duties; this tax will produce no clan- 
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destine frauds norTebelhous defiance of the legislature; the distil- 
lers tv ill not be tempted to evade this impost by perjuries, too often 
practised where the profit of them is great, nor smu^lers tonssem- 
l)Ie in numerous troops with arms in their hands, and carry im- 
ported liquors through the country by force, in opposition, to tiro 
officers of the customs, and the laws of the nation. That this like- 
wise ig practised upon other ocosions to escape heavy taxes, ail tho 
weekly papers inform ua; nor arc there many months in wluch 
some of the King's officers are not maimed or murdered doing of 
their duty. 

AH these evils, my Lords, and a thousand others, will be avoided 
by an easy tax j in favour of which I cannot but wonder that it 
should be necessary to plead so long, since ev ery nation, which has 
any pretension to civility or a regular government; will agree, that 
heavy imposts are not to be vyantonty inflicted, and tliat severity ia 
never to be practised till lenity has foilod. 

It therefore appears to me, myXords, that jugticc, reason, and 
experience, unite in fiivour of this bill; and that nothing is to 
be feared from il, but that it will not be sufficiently coercive, nor 
restrain the abuse of spirits so much as is hoped by those tliat liare 
stood up in its vindication. That it can encourage drunkenness, 
or increase tlie consumption of dbtUIed liquors, is surely impogsible j 
for they are now drunk without restraint, and therefore no restraint 
will be taken away ; and since their price must be increased by a 
double duty, it may reasonably be conceived, that those who now 
spend aU that they can gsun by their labour in drunkenness, must 
be content with Jess than before, because they will have no more to 
spend 5 and what has hitherto enabled them to riot in debauchery, 
will no longer be sufficient for the same purpoaca j the some excess 
will require more money, and more money cannot be had. , 

I do not affirm, my Lords, tliat the success of this bill is demon- 
strably certain; nor can I deny that many argumentg have been 
allied against it which cannot easily be confuted j all that I car; 
venture to assert is, that, in my opinipn, the reasons for the bill 
preponderate, not that those agavrat it are without weight. 

Of this, at least, we ore certain, that the bill can produce no ill 
consequences ; and that if the experience of the ensuing year 'shall 
show it to be ineflecti^, it may be amended in the next -session by 
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new provisions^ which we shall then be more able to adjust for the 
benefit of the publick. 

All laws, especially those which regard complicated and intricate 
affairs, have been perfected by degrees j experience has discovered 
those deficiencies which sagacity, could hot foresee, and the progress 
of human wisdom has been always, slow. To charge any scheme 
with imperfection, is only to allege that it is the production of men, 
of beings finite in their capacity, and liable to error ; nor do I see 
what can be recommended to.such beings, more thanw’hat the go- 
vernment is now endeavouring to practise, that nothing should be 
done precipitately, and that experience should always be trusted ra- 
ther than conjecture. 

Lord Lonsdale next spoke, to the effect following : — My Lords, 
the arguments of the noble Lord have by no means influenced me 
to alter my opinion,* nor do I now rise up to pronounce a recan- 
tation of any of my former assertions, but to explain one of them 
which the noble Lord has been pleased to controvert. ' 

He observes, in opposition to my argument, that the distilleiy 
contributes to the consumption of the prdduce of our grounds, arid 
by conseq^uence to the advantage of those who possess them j but I, 
my Lbi’ds, am inclined to believe that it produces a contrary effect, 
and that it hinders the consumption, even of that grain which is 
employed in it. 

• We may reasonably suppose, 'my Lords, that they who now' drink 
distilled liquors, would, if they were debarred from them, endeavour 
to obtain from ale and beer the same renovation of theiryigour, and 
i’elaxatibn of their cai'es 5 and that; therefore more ale would be 
bi’ewed, as there would be more purchasers : if therefore the same 
quantity of malt, which, is sufficient, when distilled, to produce In- 
toxication, w'ould, wlfen brewed into ale, have the same effect, the 
Consumption w'buld still be the same, w’hether ale or spirits were in 
usej but it is certain, that the fourth part of the malt w'hich is ne- 
cessary^ toTurnish ale for a debauch, will, w'hen exalted in the still, 
be sufficient to satisfy the most greedy drunkard j and it is there- 
fore eviderit>- that he who drinks ale, consuiries more barley by three 
parts in he who indulges the use of' spirits, supposing 

them both' equally criminal in the excess of their ;enjoynients, 

. The'noble Lord has taken , occasion to mention tobacco, as ran 
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instance of the obstinacy with which the people persCA cre in a prac- 
tice to which they are addicted. Of the obstinac) of tiie people, my 
Jvords, I am sufficiently conuneed ; but hope tlial it will never be 
able to overpower the legislature, wlio ought to enforce their laws, 
and imigomte their 'efforts, in proportion to the atrociousness of the 
corruption which they arc endeavouring to extiipate; nor do 1 
think so meanly of government, as to believe it unable to repress 
drunkenness op luxury, or in danger of being subverted in a con- 
test about spirits or tobacco. 

Tobacco, indeed, has not property been produced as an instance j 
for I never heard, that however jt maybe disapproved by particular 
men, of whatever rank or abilities, it was prohibited by law; nor 
should I think any such prohibition neccseary or reasonable; for to- 
bacco, my Lords, is not poison, like distilled spirits, nor is the use 
of it so much injurious to health, as offensive to delicacy 

The poisonous and destructive quality of these liquors is confess- 
ed by the noble Lord, a confession with which I find it very difficult 
to reconcile his solicitude for the distillery; for when it U once 
granted, tliat* spirits corrupt the mind, weaken the limbs, impair 
virtue, and shortca life, any aiguments in favour of those who ma- 
nufacture them come too late, since no advantage can be equivalent 
to the loss of honesty and life. Wlicn the noble Lord has urged 
that the distillery employs great numbers of hands, and therefore 
ought to be encouraged, may it not, upon his own concession, be 
replied, that those numbers are employed in murder, and that their 
trade ought, like that of other murderers, to be stopped’ — When 
he urges that much of our grain is consumed in the still, may vvC 
not answer, and answer irresistibly, that it is consumed by being 
tuined into poison, instead of bread’ And can a stronger argument 
be imagined for the suppv^ion of this detestable business, than 
that it employs multitudes, and that it is gainful and extensive ? 

Nor can I discover, my Lords, how the care of preserving the dis- 
tillery is consistent vvitli the ends which the preamble in this bill 
•declares to be proposed, or which the advocates for it appear to de- 
sire If the consumption of distilled spirits is to be liindercd, how 
is the distillery to remain umnjured ’ If the trade oF distilling is not 
to be impaired, what shall hinder the consumption of spintsi^So 
for as this bill operates, the distillers must be imfiovenshcd by it; 
and if they may properly and jusUy suffer a sxha\l diminution of 
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their profit for a small advantage to the publicdi, whj^ will not 
a p’ea:ter benefit be equivalent to a greater diminution ? 

Nothing,. my Lords, is more apparent, than that the real design 
of this bill, however its defenders may endeavour to conceal it in 
the mist' of sophistry; is to lay only such a tax as may increase the 
revenue ; and that they have no desire of supi)rcssing t hat vic e which 
may be made useful to their private purpose, nor feci any regrci to 
fill the exchequer by the slaughter of the people. 

Lord Aylesford then rose up, and spoke to the folloiving pur- 
pose I\Iy Ixuds, the noble Lord who spoke last in defence of this 
new scheme, appears to have imbibed very strong j)rtyudiccs in fa- 
vour of the distillery, from which he finds it pnicticablc to draw 
large sums for the support of tlie measures which have been already 
formed, and which he therefore considers as the most important 
and beneficial trade of the British nation. 

, It is not improbable, my Lords, that in a short time all the pro- 
visions which have been, made by the wisdom of bur ancestors for 
the support of the woollen manufacture, w’ill be transferred for the 
encouragement of the distillfcry, which appears to bo at present the 
reigning favourite 5 for it is evident that botll manufactures cannot 
subsist together, and that cither must be continued by the ruin of 
the otheiv . ' . 

Of these rivals, which is doomed to fall, we may conjecture from 
the encomium just now bestow'ed upon the prudence of the Com- 
mons, by, whom the darling distillery has been so tenderly treated j 
yet that the trade, in which the bounty of nature has enabled us to 
excel all other , nations of the w'orld, may not be sulfered to perish 
in silence, I will take tiiis opportunity to declare, that this boasted 
prudence can; in my opinion, produce no other effects than poverty 
and ruin, private calamities and gcnei'al wickedness:- that by en- 
couraging drunkenness at the expence of trade, it will stop all the 
currents by -which the gold ;6f foreii^h nations has fiowed upon us, 
and expose us to conquest, und to slavery. • ; ; ■ 

[Thus endedthis memorable debate. The question being put, Avas 
,^de|ei’rnmed by ‘5'7 against. 38.] 
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